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Going distance for Dad

Cook Strait swimmer Mark Lenaarts gives the thumbs up without breaking rhythm as he
nears the South Island. Left, Cor Lenaarts was the inspiration for his son Mark to take up
endurance swimming. Top right, Mark celebrates his Cook Strait crossing with a box of
scorched almonds. Photos / Supplied

Dean Taylor

continued on A2 

‘This was a lovely way of rounding out that family story’

A fter four and a half years of
training for five or six days
per week, Mark Lenaarts
finally achieved his goal of

swimming Cook Strait – a homage to
his childhood, playing with his
brother and sister at the Te Awamutu
Swimming Baths his late father Cor
ran for over 20 years.

Mark had other motivation as well.
“I want to inspire our three lovely

kiddies and my awesome wife
Michelle with a little family story of
enjoying doing cool stuff and I want
to give this epic challenge a crack and
see if I can make it,” he said.

Even as he was writing his goals,
Mark admits he had tears in his eyes
– a reflection of how big this challenge
is and how much it meant to him.

But the bottom line is how much
it would have meant to his dad:
“He would have loved this.

“My father taught swim-
ming to thousands of Te
Awamutu kids for over
20 years at the Te
Awamutu pools and
that is basically
where I grew up
playing,” he says.

“He also shared
with us the story about
Sally McKimm, a teen-
ager he helped train for
the Cook Strait in the 70s.

“She would’ve been the
first female to achieve this, but
made it to within a mile of the finish,
before the tide turned and pushed her
backwards for several hours before
she got pulled out.

“This swim was a lovely way of
rounding out that family story for my
late Dad who passed away almost 10

years ago. He
would’ve

totally loved
this and been so

excited.
“When I used to

race as a young kid
he would call out enthu-

siastically from the side of the pool
‘Go Mark’ in his booming, rich Dutch
voice.

“I said this to myself as I went along
on the swim to give myself some
encouragement.”

Mark has been training for the last

three years, with the goal of swim-
ming the strait over the last two
summers, but the swim was called off
three times due to changing weather
overnight.

“This has been super tough to cope
with and keep hanging in there,” says
Mark.

“Each year I have been given a five-
to seven-day tide slot for my potential
swim.

“Each time it hasn’t worked out. I
would also be given a backup date
with other swimmers, but they never
worked out either.”

Mark has been on call across 20
tide slots and 100 days for three
summers.

“Last Thursday I got my day. And
boy it was a good one.”

It was calm, misty and rainy, with
pretty flat seas and favourable tides.

“I kind of think that maybe I was
gifted this after all of the delays and
hardship I had faced.”

Mark completed the swim in 7h
15m.

He estimated he has swum
between 4000-5000 kilometres
training four days per week in the

pool and two days in the ocean for
the past four and a half years - all for
one swim of 27.6km.

He started in the winter of 2019 and
hated it.

He was petrified about getting
hypothermia or having a heart attack.
He would shake for five minutes after
each swim – joking that it made it hard
to get the coffee down to warm up.

Over time he got accustomed to
the cold and was able to do longer
training swims and build up to two
or three hours in the water.

He also credits his amazing sup-
port from a number of people.

“My wife Michelle has been
through the wringer so many times
and it has been tough on her and our
children Toby, 11, Simone, 8, and
Lachie, 6.
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‘My coaches and
buddies have
been incredible’

A Swim
Tracker
screenshot
showing
the
progress of
Mark
Lenaarts
(blue) and
American
Zach
Margolis.
Hundreds
of people,
including
Mark’s
mum
Alwyn in
Te
Awamutu,
‘watched’
the swim
on the app.

“My swim coaches and swim
buddies have been incredible with
loads of chats, plenty of support
and great company and banter
during all the hours and days of
training.

“I also felt huge support from
my brother Grant and sister Kim
who were cheering me on and
crying with joy as I progressed
across the strait.”

On the day, Mark left the wharf
at Mana and cruised two hours to
the start, where he got greased up.

He was heading off with Ameri-
can Zach Margolis, who is
attempting to do the Ocean’s
Seven - the seven hardest ocean
swims in the world.

Cook Strait is second-hardest
behind the North Channel from
Ireland to Scotland.

Mark says the first three hours
were a massive mental struggle.

“Michelle rescued me by calling
out loudly from the big boat -
‘Think about why you are doing
this, think about our kids, think
about all the training you have
done. You can do this.”’

“A message from Philip Rush on
the small IRB boat also helped an
hour later – he told me to stop
slapping the water with my right
hand and enter the water better.

“I did this for the next 90
minutes, so was practising a form
of mindfulness and concentration.

“Next thing we were only an
hour from the end and the South
Island finally revealed itself out of

the mist and the rain that had been
with us the whole way.”

Near the finish is a wall of
freezing water that took his breath
away and tightened his chest.

Mark says he backed off a little
and got back into a good steady
rhythm.

“Safety was my first priority. I
wanted to get home in one piece
to be with my lovely family.”

The finish was to simply touch
a rocky outcrop then swim straight
back to the IRB.

It was turbulent like a washing
machine so Marked ducked under,
touched the rock and got out to
keep safe.

He said the magical euphoria
came when he got to the boat, got
dragged on board, got a towel
wrapped around him and looked
at his wife in amazement.

“I did it.
“After a delicious dose of

celebratory scorched almonds I
called my brother and sister in
Brisbane and called my mum
Alwyn in Te Awamutu.

“I was so emotional it wasn’t
much of a chat, but it was a special
moment.”

Mark managed a few hours of
sleep, but woke with the achieve-
ment running through his head.

“I watched some of the amazing
videos taken during the day and
read through the amazing mes-
sages so many people had sent
through.

“It was incredible and a little
overwhelming.”

Mark says he isn’t really a

model of nutrition when it comes
to his training diet – icecream, salt
and vinegar chips, scorched
almonds and pastries and coffees
at cafes after swims.

On the swim he had sports
nutrition drinks and gels every
half an hour- and for the last 90
minutes Coke for an extra boost.

A bonus for completing the
swim is a free lifetime Interisland
Ferry pass – something he is keen
to make good use of.

Mark says the training and
swim have taught him some major
life lessons.

He calls it “Mark’s Resilience
Project”.

“I have learned so much about
myself.

“I can handle a lot more than
I ever thought possible.

“I don’t get as stressed at work
about major things – I see these as
a problem to figure out and I can
do this much more calmly now. I
have a different perspective.

“And gratitude got me out of a
great big hole during my challenge,
and is good to keep using.”

The negative has been the load
carried by Michelle.

“It was not what she signed up
to and it has been incredibly chal-
lenging at times,” says Mark.

“She has been amazing at look-
ing after me, looking after our
three awesome children and keep-
ing us all going when I have been
away, and when I have been there
with very low energy after lots of
training.

“I am really looking forward to
giving her some time and being
more present with her and our
family over Christmas and our
summer holiday.”
Statistics:
Mark is the 140th person to swim
Cook Strait.
Mark has the 23rd-fastest crossing.
Mark is 10th-fastest North-South
swimmer, the route used by 80 per
cent of swimmers.
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Celebrating Life - Your Way
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Jim Goddin JP
Funeral Director

We believe that each funeral service should be as unique as the life you are celebrating. When a
funeral is personalised, it creates a special space for sharing precious memories, telling stories, and
simply being together with friends and family.

Rosetown Funeral Home are dedicated to providing personalised and meaningful funeral services,
and are happy to discuss new ideas, pre-planning and/or pre-paying for your funeral. We are here
for you in your time of need, so please get in touch anytime to discuss your options.

Unveiling a
unique ‘royal’
event — one of
tears and joy
Tribute to late Queen and Duke revealed

Julia McCarthy-Fox
Opinion

Waipā Mayor Susan O’Regan and plaque project organiser Luke East unveil the plaque to commemorate the visit by
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh in 1954. Photo / Julia McCarthy-Fox

A fter following and
photographing members of
the royal family for almost
40 years I think I can safely

say that I am well experienced at
attending plaque unveilings. Yet, on
Sunday, I found myself at an
exceptional one.

It was a unique “royal” event for
me, and one which I was delighted
to be asked to cover.

Unfortunately, due to a delivery
issue, the cast bronze plaque did not
arrive in time for the ceremony, and
the replica, unveiled on the wall of
the old Post Office building, will be
replaced as soon as possible.

Nonetheless, the plaque stands as
a beautiful tribute to both our late
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh
and commemorates their visit to Te
Awamutu in 1954, which was the aim
of Luke East when he began
campaigning for it, believing that such
an important part of the town’s
history should be marked
accordingly.

The design was approved by the
Queen to mark her Platinum Jubilee,
and her subsequent death makes it
all the more poignant.

I found it extremely moving to
listen to the words spoken by Mayor
Susan O’Regan, on a sunny afternoon,
it was reminiscent of so many plaque
unveilings by Her Majesty herself,
and it made me both smile and cry.

Plaque honours late Queen’s service
Luke East

Opinion

Waipā Mayor Susan O’Regan and plaque project organiser Luke East at the
unveiling of the plaque to commemorate the visit by Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh in 1954. Photo / Julia McCarthy-Fox

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and HRH the Duke of Edinburgh on the
podium in front of the Te Awamutu Post Office in 1954 with Te Awamutu
Mayor Clifton Frank Jacobs and his wife Veda.

After more than two years of
planning, lobbying and fundraising
the day finally came.

It would have been impossible to
believe when I began planning this
in mid-2020 that by the time the
mayor and I came to unveil the
plaque, the Duke of Edinburgh and
the Queen would no longer be with
us.

This project has been a labour of
love and in the months before she
passed away it was approved by Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II to mark
her Platinum Jubilee.

In unveiling this plaque (funded by
individual donations and a grant from
the Te Awamutu Community Board)
we are preserving the memory of one
of the most momentous days in our
district’s 158-year history. The Queen
and Duke of Edinburgh visited Te
Awamutu on their post-coronation
1953-4 tour of the Commonwealth.

In New Zealand, they visited about
46 towns and attended 110 official
engagements, including a luncheon
at the Cambridge Town Hall and a
visit to the Karāpiro Hydro Power
Station. This was the first time a
reigning monarch had visited our
country and the first royal visit to our
town.

The royal train carrying the future
King Edward VIII passed through Te
Awamutu in 1920, but this 1954 visit
was the first time a royal had set foot
in our town — 12 years later, in 1966,
her mother, Queen Elizabeth the
Queen Mother, also visited Te
Awamutu and in 1990 the Queen
again visited Waipā, as have other
royals in more recent years.

It was a great pleasure to stand
with our new mayor, Susan O’Regan,
to honour the lifetime of service given

to both our country and our wider
Commonwealth family by the late
Queen and her husband.

Since I embarked on this project
I’ve had the privilege of attending the
state memorial services for both our
late Queen and the late Duke, but it
has been especially poignant to pay
this more personal tribute to them
both.

Her late majesty had an immense
connection with the people of the
Waikato. I’m told she had horses in

Cambridge studs, cattle bred in
Ōtorohanga, in 1970 the Fieldays
were rescheduled so she could
attend, she attended a race meeting
at Te Rapa in 1977 and in 1990 paid
personal visits to friends in both
Cambridge and Ōtorohanga.

Her Majesty was a countrywoman

at heart and was adored and admired
by countless generations of Te
Awamutu locals.

May this plaque serve as a
permanent reminder of her life of
service and of the admiration in
which she was held by the people of
our community.

Thursday, December 22, 2022 Te Awamutu Courier 3Opinion



W
K
T
4
0

Prices Guaranteed as of 25/12/22. Subject to change.

KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | APPLIANCES

Trade Depot launches
new offers to tackle inflation.

5 Year Warranty

300mm X 1600mm
Right Hung

2 Drawers
Soft Close

211199

261557

Edge Side Cabinet

Edge Wall Vanity

$499
LOWPRICE

$449
LOWPRICE

800mm
W I D E

5 Year Warranty

10 Year Warranty

902165

241705

Thea Basin Mixer

$399
LOWPRICE

$105
LOWPRICE

Novo Floor Vanity

*TAPWARE NOT INCLUDED

WELS 6 Star
All Pressure
Brushed Brass

Linear Basin Mixer,
Shower Mixer &
Slide Shower

$399
LOWPRICE

908131
10 Year Warranty

Classic Ceramic Top

Shower Liner
Corner Waste Shower Tray

P Pan | S Convertible

Novo Floor Vanity

Core Round shower

Nero Toilet Suite

$990
LOWPRICE

908294
5 Year Warranty

600mm
W I D E

900mm
W I D E

Shower Liner
Corner Waste Shower Tray

Classic Ceramic Top

P Pan | S Convertible

Alder Rectangle Shower

Soho Wall Vanitt

Lecco Toilet Suite

$1999
LOWPRICE

908042
5 Year Warranty

900mm
W I D E

1200mm
W I D E

Avalon Shower Door
Edge Wall Vanity
Wall Side Cabinet
Vita Toilet Suite

Luxury Black
Bathroom Combo

$2199
LOWPRICE

902820
5 Year Warranty

800mm
W I D E

1200mm
W I D E

Total Frost Free
Black Stainless Steel
Smart+ Cooling Technology

Fridge Freezer

24 Month Warranty
352209

$495
LOWPRICE

207 l

545mm
W I D E

Side by Side
Fridge Freezer
Active-C Fresh
Multi-Airflow
TOTAL FROST FREE
Black Stainless

353484
24 Month Warranty

$975
LOWPRICE

835mm
W I D E

482 l

99l

605mm
W I D E

Concealed Condenser
Wire Basket
High-temp alarm

Chest Freezer

351100
24 Month Warranty

$299
LOWPRICE

550mm
W I D E

237 l
Mechanical Control
Glass Shelves
2L Bottle Rack
Vegetable Crisper
Reversible Door

Upright Fridge

24 Month Warranty
355238

$450
LOWPRICE

263609
24 Month Warranty

$129
LOWPRICE

600mm
R O U N D

5mm Copper-free Mirror
Built-in Demister Pad
Wall Switch
IP44 rating

Frameless LED Mirror

$199
PRICE LOCK

908132
10 Year Warranty

Zaha Shower &
Basin Mixer Set
All Pressure
5L/Min
5 star Water Rating

DC Inverter
WIFI Ready
R32 Gas
Energy Efficient
Room Size: 15 ~ 25m²

Aurora Plus Smart Heat Pump

2.5KW

370726
5 Year Warranty

$750
LOWPRICE

480mm
W I D E

46 l

$279
LOWPRICE

356046
24 Month Warranty

Small Wine FridgeBar Fridge

480mm
W I D E

46 l

$135
BEST SELLER

354046
24 Month Warranty

Retro Bar Fridge

125 l

552mm
W I D E

$388
BUSTER

354125
24 Month Warranty

Icemaker

1.9 l

357120
12 Month Warranty

$189
LOWPRICE

Portable
Air Conditioner

3.5KW

WiFi

373135
24 Month Warranty

$699
LOWPRICE

HamiltonAirport - 12 SharpeRd.
Auckland-306NeilsonSt,Onehunga
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News

The WESCT Trustees are proud to own The Lines 

Company (TLC) on behalf of you, the customers, 

ensuring benefits such as bill savings and jobs 

for our local community.

Meri Kirihimete Season’s Greetings from 
WESCT
The WESCT trustees wish you a safe, happy and 

refreshing Christmas season.  

Highlights of 2022

2022 has been a positive year for WESCT:

•  $2.1M discount paid to WESCT Customers 

via electricity retailers in May/June

•  Guy Whitaker elected “B” Trustee 

representing major customers

•  Fraser Jonker and Todd Spencer appointed 

Directors of TLC by WESCT Trust

•  Financial stability for WESCT – net profit of 

$114,263 for FY22. 

Importantly, TLC had a good year reinvesting 

in infrastructure and meeting its commitments 

to shareholders and customers. We hope you 

enjoy the benefits of having a community-

owned lines company. We’ll be back to continue 

to grow and enhance our community asset for 

the sustainable benefit of WESCT Customers in 

2023.

Electricity Trusts New Zealand Conference

Last month trustees took part in the ETNZ 

Spring Conference held in the Waikato.

The knowledge we gain helps us have better 

conversations with the TLC board on your 

behalf. On our Facebook page we are sharing an 

idea from the conference – a series of ‘Electricity 

101’ posts on how the electricity industry works.

Enjoy your TLC December Discount! 

$4.2M* in TLC Discount payments are targeted 

to go to customers this financial year – all 

because The Lines Company is 100% owned by 

WESCT. WESCT Customers will see their latest 

TLC Discount appear on their electricity account 

in December. The discount is based on price 

plans and electricity usage between 1 April and 

31 October 2022. 

*Targeted TLC Discount. Values are exclusive of 

GST.

 

Meri Kirihimete from TLC
The team at The Lines Company wish everyone 

a very Meri Kirihimete. TLC off ices and depots 

are closed from Friday 23 December until 

Monday 9 January 2023. The Faults team are 

available 24/7 throughout the break if you have 

an outage – call them on 0800 367 328.

Nau mai! Welcome to the WESCT November 2022 newsletter.

Your Trustees L-R: Carolyn Christian, William Oliver (Chair), 

Janette Osborne, Cathy Prendergast, Guy Whitaker, and Erin Gray.

.
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Youths arrested after Waikato burglaries
Police searching
for up to six more
offenders

Super Liquor Te Awamutu all cleaned up after the ram raid on Monday morning. Photo / Kate Durie

i If you have any information
that could assist please
contact police on 105 or
online at https://www.police.
govt.nz/use-105, using
“Update My Report”
referencing event number
P052987416. Information can
also be provided
anonymously via
Crimestoppers at 0800 555
111.

F our youths have been ar-
rested and police are working
to find up to six other of-
fenders after several com-

mercial burglaries in the Waikato
District early on Monday morning.

A homeowner was also injured
after the fleeing alleged burglars
broke in to steal a car.

Police were called to a ram-raid in
Sandwich Rd, St Andrews, at 1.53am,
a burglary in Duke St, , Cambridge, at
3.49am and a burglary at Super
Liquor, Te Awamutu, on Sloane St at
4.42am.

Police believe the Cambridge and
Te Awamutu burglaries are linked
and four youths will be charged.

The burglars fled Te Awamutu
Super Liquor in two vehicles and then
stole a vehicle from homeowners on
Gillard Rd, Ngāhinapōuri, after one of

the getaway vehicles was disabled.
Police used road spikes to stop the

stolen car but the offenders fled on
foot. A police dog team apprehended

four youths in the Bader St area.
It’s believed that shots were fired

towards police scene guards at the
Bader St address where the youths

were arrested but the report is yet to
be substantiated. Police are providing
support to the homeowners whose
house was entered and whose car

was stolen. They are shaken, and one
has minor injuries.

Police believe 10 youths were
involved in the burglary.

Waikato District Commander
Superintendent Bruce Bird said police
will be stepping up patrols in retail
areas and work to address the root
causes of youth offending.

“Youth offending is an all-of-
community issue and it needs an all-
of-community response. Police will
continue to play our part, and we
know that our partners are working
hard to play their part.”

Police urge Kiwis to drive safe and smart for summer
Police are urging Kiwis to take extra
care while travelling to their holiday
destination after a tragic number of
deaths on our roads so far this year.

To encourage good driver behavi-
our, police will be maintaining a
highly visible presence on major
highways throughout the country.

“Expect to see police patrols any
time, anywhere,” Assistant Com-
missioner Bruce O’Brien says. “We
will be out on roads in significant

numbers, often in locations you least
expect us to be. So please take your
time and drive to the conditions.

“People should be planning for
Christmas festivities and holidays
away, not organising tangi and
funerals for loved ones who’ve died
in car crashes.

“The impact on whānau, friends
and communities is catastrophic
when someone is killed in a road
crash. It’s also incredibly frustrating

for police to see people losing their
lives in completely preventable
incidents.”

The same things are killing people
on our roads, Bruce says: “Speed,
alcohol, distraction and unrestrained
drivers and passengers are still the
main causes . . . ”

Nearly a third of fatalities involve
people not wearing their seatbelts.
Anyone who chooses not to wear a
seatbelt significantly increases their

risk of injury or death if they end up
in a crash.

If you’re going to drive, avoid
alcohol, Bruce says, adding that police
will have a particular focus on
drinking and driving this summer.

He also urges drivers to be
distraction-free. Put the phone away
or pull over.

Even when speed doesn’t cause
the crash, Bruce says, it is the single
biggest determinant in whether you

walk away or are carried away. A
small change in speed makes a big
difference to injury severity in a
crash.

Police will continue to have a
visible presence on New Zealand
roads this summer, taking enforce-
ment action where necessary. But
ultimately, drivers have the responsi-
bility to keep their passengers, other
road users and themselves safe dur-
ing this holiday period.



Te Awamutu

CHT Healthcare Trust has been providing quality care, compassion and connection to community for 
almost 60 years. Spanning rest home, hospital and dementia care, CHT Te Awamutu residents enjoy 
the beautiful gardens, welcoming shared spaces and the very best in care with a strong sense of home.

We welcome you to visit, take a look around our facility and meet our staff and residents, or contact us 
for an information pack.

Just the right place….along the road

414 Swarbrick Road, Te Awamutu
Tel: 07 214 2010 Email: teawamutu@cht.co.nz

www.cht.co.nz
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Craft fair attracts crowd of 10,000
Plenty to see at the annual event with
stallholders happy with their sales

Jesse Wood

There were
around
10,000
attendees at
the craft fair.

Photo / Supplied

Attendees were prepared with their raincoats and umbrellas. Photos / Jesse Wood

There was
plenty of arts,
crafts and of
course, food.

A fter postponements due to
poor weather, the annual
Te Awamutu Craft Fair was
held at Selwyn Park on Sat-

urday, with around 10,000 attendees
braving the light rain.

Organised by the Te Awamutu
i-Site, there was plenty for all to see,
with arts and crafts galore from a total
of 114 stalls, as well as several food
trucks.

Local band Rowdy’s Rose
performed live, and the Te Awamutu
Pipe Band opened the proceedings.

“We had an awesome day. Luckily
the weather was not too bad — just

a bit of drizzle every now and then,
but many dry spells in between. Lots
of people came prepared with
umbrellas, so it did not pose a huge
problem,” says Te Awamutu i-Site
manager Bea Schiller.

“Some stallholders mentioned that
the drizzle might have even helped
people to browse less and to buy
faster. The overwhelming majority of
craft stall holders enjoyed the day
and said they had good sales.”

With the Te Awamutu Walk of
Fame right next to the market, many
locals also took the opportunity to
check out the new inductees which
were unveiled in a ceremony last
Thursday.



If you’re looking to move into
a retirement village, Radius
Care’s Matamata Country
Lodge is one of Waikato’s most
picturesque locations.

Enjoy living on six acres of
grounds and gardens close to
the town centre for those quick
shopping trips and cafe catchups.

But hurry – there are only a few
options left just for you.

Where you live,
can inspire how

you live

Caring is our calling

2 Bedroom Villas
Enquiries from $595,000

Serviced Apartments
Starting at $395,000

Matamata Country Lodge
20 Elizabeth Street
radiusmatamata.co.nz

To book a viewing call
Kerry Brazier today

0800 567 004

Settle before Christmas and receive
$10,000 cashback



For more Smart Water tips
visit smartwater.org.nz

We value wai in the Waikato

to prevent97%ofwat
er evaporating.

POOL
COVER
USE A

FROMWAIPĀ DISTRICT COUNCIL

For library andmuseum hours visit www.waipadc.govt.nz/holidayhours

For urgent enquiries please call 0800 924 723

WE’LL SEE YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!

COUNCIL OFFICES WILL CLOSE AT

12pm on Friday 23 December, 2022
AND WILL REOPEN AT

9am on Monday 9 January, 2023

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

Choristers
looking for
new director

Rosetown Choristers performing at Te Awamutu’s 2014 Christmas Concert. Photo / Dean Taylor

The Rosetown Choristers recently
held a successful public concert at
Highfield Country Estate and we are
very thankful to the management for
their assistance with such a lovely
venue.

The concert title, Songs for All
Seasons, featured a song for each
month of the year and included
Summer Holiday, an Anzac medley,
Song for a Winter’s Night and fin-
ished with a Christmas medley.

The choir and audience also en-
joyed guest artist Glenys George
from Ōtorohanga, who played the
harp and shared a little of her harp

learning journey.
Sadly this was the final concert for

our Rosetown Choristers musical
director Anne Griffiths and pianist
Elisabeth Murray.

Members wish them well for the

future.
Rosetown Choristers is a non-

auditioned community choir that
welcomes new singers.

The choir has started planning for
the next concert in July and prac-

tices will start again in February.
They are looking for a new musi-

cal director and pianist and invite
anyone interested, along with any
new singers, to contact David, 027
270 7566.

IN BRIEF

Te Awamutu Courier
closure
NZME’s Te Awamutu Courier office
on Sloane St is closed from today
until January 9, 2023.
This is the final edition for 2022,
with the next edition released on
January 12, 2023.
Thank you to the wider Te
Awamutu community for your
continued support. Have a great
holiday period!

TA Council Carpark
Market
The Te Awamutu Council Carpark
Market recently rewarded three
community groups with donations.
Stallholders pay $5 a week to be at
the market and this year’s money
was split between the Te Awamutu
Volunteer Fire Brigade firefighters
($2000), Waitomo Waipā Women's
Refuge ($2000) and Te Awamutu
Citizens Advice Bureau ($580).

Hamilton Sevens
volunteers needed
The 2023 HSBC New Zealand
Sevens on January 21-22 next year
in Hamilton, have had a few key
volunteers pull out recently. With
just a few weeks to go, they’re
looking for passionate rugby
supporters who might be interested
in getting involved.
If you’re interested in volunteering,
head to nzrugby.co.nz/about-nzr/
contact-us or email, claudia.
mcneill@nzrugby.co.nz.

Christmas Light Trail
You can find our updated
Christmas Light Trail on our
Facebook page or at tinyurl.com/
taxmastrail.
Check out the beautiful displays
around our region.
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Christmas raffle
Te Awamutu Pakeke Lions wish to
sincerely thank everyone for the
great support we received for this

years Christmas Sleigh Raffle— the
businesses which supplied the
goodies to fill it and the firms who
donated money to swell the profit.

All the wonderful public who got
behind us in purchasing tickets, this

was greatly appreciated as we had
had to cancel our yearly fund raiser
in 2021 due to Covid.

The Rosetown Lions women who
help us with ticket sales, you are all
stars.

All money taken will be returned
to local organisations.

Thank you all, our best wishes for
a wonderful Christmas and good
health in 2023.

Shirley Grey (raffle organiser)

Don’t let Grinch steal your Christmas

P olice would like to remind
people not to send gift cards,
vouchers and money
through the mail in the lead-

up to Christmas.
We’re starting to head into what is

traditionally the busiest time of the
year for items being posted, and
unfortunately, we do see more

instances of mail theft. Gift cards and
vouchers are usually sent in cards
and letters — which aren’t tracked,
unlike larger parcels.

NZ Post encourages Kiwis to check
its website before they send some-
thing to see if it is prohibited.

If a parcel is stolen after NZ Post
completes delivery of the item, the

theft becomes a police matter and
people will need to report the theft
to the police.

Get packages delivered to a place
where someone will be home to
receive them, or to a work address
if you are an essential worker.

If you have deliveries made to
your home, make sure you’re going

to be home to sign for them or have
a secure location where they can be
left.

Be smart when disposing of pack-
aging, so passersby can’t see if you’ve
been buying expensive items.

If you see any suspicious activity,
such as people loitering, report this
behaviour to police.



WE ARE OPEN FROM SATURDAY 7TH JANUARY 2023
Exquisite Mediterranean Cuisine & Award Winning Wines OPEN From 12pm

702 Rukuhia Rd, RD2, Ohaupo | 07 825 2893 or visit www.vilagradwines.co.nz

The Vilagrad team would like to wish you all
a safe and Happy Holiday Season

Fresh & delicious
RASPBERRIES

BOYSENBERRIES

1972 Te Rahu Road 
Te Awamutu

ORDER ONLINE NOW
berryfresh.co.nz

Fresh Picking Daily

Real Fruit Ice Cream

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY WHILE STOCKS LAST IN STORE

UP TO
70% OFF*

SALESALESALE HUGE SAVINGS 
ALL DECEMBER!
STOCK CLEARANCE 

ON NOW!
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Police looking for property’s owners after swoop on offenders

i If you see any suspicious
activity, call police
immediately on 111. To report
suspicious activity after the
fact, contact police on 105.

Waikato police have begun the pro-
cess of returning stolen property re-
covered in a significant four-day
operation targeting prolific theft and
dishonesty offending.

Running over four days this
month, Operation Balance focused on
some of the Waikato’s most prolific
dishonesty offending.

The operation involved search
warrants in Ngāruawāhia, Huntly and
Kāwhia.

Police recovered a large haul of
stolen items including a boat,
vehicles, machinery and trade tools.

Most of the recovered items have
been returned to their owners and

police have begun the process of
identifying the owners of other recov-
ered items.

Detective Senior Sergeant Terri
Wilson says being able to return
stolen goods to people is a privilege
for police.

“We work hard to locate and re-
cover stolen property and hold of-
fenders to account. It is pleasing to
have achieved some great outcomes
from Op Balance.

“It is a true reflection of staff work-
ing collectively across different areas
within the organisation.”

In Ngāruawāhia late last month,
police recovered a stolen boat and

vehicle, as well as a firearm and
ammunition.

Three stolen vehicles, cannabis,
ammunition, and expensive tools and
machinery were recovered from an
address in Kāwhia.

Two people are now facing mul-
tiple burglary and receiving charges.

They have since appeared in court.
In Huntly, more than 150 sets of

car keys and two cellphones,
believed to have been taken from
Turners Auctions Hamilton last
month, were recovered after mem-
bers of the Waikato tactical crime unit
executed a search warrant.

A 30-year-old man appeared in the

Hamilton District Court last week on
10 charges of burglary relating to the
search warrant.

A total of 19 individuals were ar-
rested or summonsed to appear in
either the District or Youth Court.

A total of 81 cases were
investigated and closed as a result of
the four-day operation.

“As we head into the holiday
season, this is a timely reminder for
our community to make the security
of your home and property a priority.
A lot of reported thefts are committed
by opportunistic criminals,” says Wil-
son. There is a range of measures you
can take to ensure your property is

safe and less appealing to burglars.
“Secure your home, sheds and

vehicles when unattended, even if it’s
only for a short time. Record the serial
numbers or engrave tools, electronic
and valuable items with your licence
number. Install an alarm system and
get sensor lights fitted as a deterrent.

“Keep in contact with your
neighbours and look out for each
other.”

Board has already made some changes
Ange Holt

Chair Te Awamutu/Kihikihi
Community Board

T he next three years are going
to be challenging and exciting
for the community board as we
explore how to deliver the

recommendations made in the
community board review and execute
what is known as Community Board
2.0.

These changes mean we have the
opportunity, with your input, to shape
and be a part of what happens in our
respective communities.

Already we have a number of
noticeable changes; including
changing the dates of our meetings so
that we better align with other council
meetings, particularly the Strategic
Planning & Policy meeting that we will
feed into; and having our meetings at
the right time to fall in line with
submission closure dates.

The best one for me so far is that

our agenda has
been updated to
include reports
that are in their
infancy rather
than what has
been. Now we
are dealing with

items we can still influence, and it gives
us time to get out into the community
and get your feedback.

We are also continuing to modify the
agenda so that it allows us to keep you
better informed. For example, we
include the results of resolutions we
have made or questions we have
asked so everyone knows how we got
on.

As a direct result of these changes
community board has been invited to
participate in a number of projects,
including encouraging and getting
more feedback on the dog policy
bylaw, the Ahu Ake Spatial Plan, the
Urban Mobility plan in Kihikihi and the
Environmental Strategy.

Council will be coming out to the
community mid to late February to get
your feedback. If any of these topics
are of interest to you make sure you
access the relevant information in
advance so you are prepared.

Most of the information can be
found in our last agenda, or you can
contact us and we will assist you to
get what is currently available.

Our meeting last Wednesday also
addressed the light motor vehicle
prohibition which will assist police to
have improved enforcement of cars
gathering on our roads. This will
hopefully discourage the boy racers
from tearing up our roads and signage.

Roads to be included in the
schedule on our side of the district are
the Bond Rd industrial area, Puahue,
Chamberlain and Park roads loop,
Bulmer and Arapuni Landings, to the
north-west Gillard, O’Regan and
Rukahia roads; and in and around
Pirongia John Spencer Way, Ossie
James Drive, Raynes Rd, Sharpe Rd,

Narrows Rd, Middle Rd and Lowe Rd.
We had a couple of additional

recommendations to the roads council
staff suggested including Meadway
Rd, Harrison Drive, Lake Nga-Roto
and the streets off Airport Rd.

If you know of any other roads (not
state highways) where there is regular
boy racing activity please let us know
so we can get your road added.

I would like to take this opportunity
to congratulate Kane Titchener on
being elected deputy chair. It will be
great to have such a capable person
to support the chairperson’s role.

We also were honoured to have
Hazel Barnes attend so we could
present her with flowers and a
certificate of acknowledgement for her
long and committed service to both
community board and council. Thank
you Hazel for all you have done for your
community over your years in both
these roles.

For anyone wanting to find our
minutes, agenda or to watch the

recorded meeting, these are available
at waipadc.govt.nz

Community board has also met to
determine what projects we plan to
take on and lay down our direction for
the next three years. We have made
some progress and will update you as
soon as we have a finalised plan. So
far we have agreed that the projects
the previous community board started
or planned are supported.

A busy week included attending the
unveiling of the pou for our inductees
to the Te Awamutu Walk of Fame. On
behalf of the community board I would
like to acknowledge and congratulate
all six inductees on their amazing
achievements to qualify.

At the end of last week I attended
a meeting on the first stages of the
Memorial Park upgrades, these
included discussing a heritage plan, a
vegetation plan and the replacement
of the existing playground.

I wish you all a safe and happy
festive season.



This newspaper is subject to NZ Media Council procedures. 
A complaint must fi rst be directed in writing, within one month of 
publication, to dean.taylor@nzme.co.nz.
If not satisfi ed with the response, the complaint may be referred to the 
Media Council PO Box 10-879, The Terrace, Wellington 6143. Or use the 
online complaint form at www.mediacouncil.org.nz. Please include copies 
of the article and all correspondence with the publication.

Holiday healthcare
Somemedical centres and pharmaciesmay be
closed orhave limited hours during the holidays,
for information on services in your local area visit
www.healthpoint.co.nz

Unwell? unsure? CallHealthline0800611 116 for
free 24 hourhealth advice

Visit a pharmacy
Apharmacist is a qualified heath
professionalwho can give advice
onminormedical issues orhealth
concerns

Need to talk?
1737

Free call or text 1737 any time to
talkwith a trained counsellor

Always call 111 for
emergencies

Hospital emergency departments
andmany urgent care clinics
remain open
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The Westpac Rescue Helicopter for Waikato, King Country, Coromandel and surrounding areas.

Rescue helicopter on
standby for summer
Busy November as service gears up for holidays

i Donate to your
Waikato Westpac
Rescue Helicopte, rand
keep the service
operating over
summer, at give.
rescue.org.nz

T he Waikato Westpac
Rescue Helicopter
crew was busy over
the month of Novem-

ber, completing 53 life-saving
missions within the Waikato,
King Country, Coromandel
and surrounding areas, provid-
ing medical care to the patient
when they needed it most.

These life-saving missions
included 22 inter-hospital
transfers, 16 medical-related
incidents, nine rural or farm-
related incidents and a big
increase of 75 per cent in
motor vehicle accidents, total-
ling seven missions. Of these

53 missions, 10 were to the
Coromandel region, which is
19 per cent of the total trans-
ported missions.

The month started off with
the Waikato Westpac Rescue
Helicopter responding to a
callout on November 1 to
Kāwhia for a woman in her 60s
who had suffered from a criti-
cal medical event. The patient
was flown to Waikato Hospital
for further treatment.

With the Christmas season
just around the corner for New
Zealand, Kiwis will be out and
about making the most of this
warm weather and sunshine.

The Waikato Westpac Res-
cue Helicopter crew will re-
main on standby all summer
so that they can be there for
patients whenever and
wherever they are needed.

That work is made possible
by the generosity of donors
and sponsors. Donations are
vital.

Waipā ramps up CCTV coverage
Waipā District Council has
directed staff to immediately
install about 25 new closed-
circuit television (CCTV)
cameras across the district, at
a cost of close to half a million
dollars.

Kihikihi’s central township
will be first off the block fol-
lowed by two new cameras in
Victoria St, Cambridge.

Cameras will also be in-
stalled in the Te Awamutu
central business district, the
skateparks in Cambridge and
Pirongia, in Ngahinepouri, in
Halley’s Lane and in Shake-
speare St in Cambridge, near
McDonald’s in Te Awamutu as
well as in Cambridge Rd.

Work on design will begin
immediately with installation
beginning in the first half of
2023.

Waipā District Mayor Susan
O’Regan said the council had
already applied for the money
for additional CCTV cameras
from the Government and was
“reasonably confident” of get-
ting it.

“But the message from our
retailers and residents is abso-
lutely clear.

“The recent upsurge in retail
crime and antisocial behavi-
our means some business
people simply can’t wait any
longer — some are at breaking
point,” she said.

“On that basis, we’re not
waiting for confirmation of a
government funding decision.
We’re moving ahead and
doing it ourselves.”

Should the application for
government funding be de-
nied, the additional cameras
will be funded by a ratepayer-
serviced loan, with first-year
repayments budgeted in the
2023-24 annual plan.

There are already 13 CCTV
cameras in operation in Waipā,
with their installation
overseen by a group made up
of council representatives,
police, CommSafe, Cambridge
Chamber of Commerce and
community representatives.



GET FREEACCESSORIESWITHSELECTED
POWERTOOLSATSTIHL SHOP**

THIS SUMMER’S
ALL ABOUT
THE ADD-ONS

**Valid on selected products from 06 December 2022 - 28 February 2023 or while stocks last.
*10 year Warranty applies to STIHL Polymer Bodied Lawnmowers on the Catcher,

Body and Handle system. Terms and conditions apply. See in-store or online for details.

STIHL MS 180 16”
PETROL CHAINSAW

$475

^With kit purchase

FREE^

PG 25 SECATEURS
VALUED
AT $69.50

Kit includes tool,
AK 10 Battery and
AL 101 Charger

STIHL HSA 56 BATTERY
HEDGETRIMMER KIT

$525

STIHL RE 90.0
ELECTRIC
WATERBLASTER

$345

FREE
RA 90 PATIO
CLEANER
VALUED AT

$104

FREE^

SECONDAK 30
BATTERY VALUED

AT $205

^With kit purchase

LIMITED

WARRANTY

Kit includes tool,
AK 30 Battery and

AL 101 Charger

STIHL RMA 339 BATTERY
LAWNMOWER KIT

$925

FREE
CHAINSAW

STARTER PACK
VALUED AT
$110.50

Check us out
on Facebook!

Cost of tour based on twin share.
For an itinerary please ringMARGARET

www.margaretsgoldentours.com
TOLL FREE 0800 77 00 70Enquiries

any time:

Phone: 06 357 3619 Mob: 027 269 4277
Email: margaretjjones13@yahoo.com

Worried about COVID?
Insurance cover is available at an
additional cost while on tour

should you need to isolate/quarantine.

2023 SOUTH ISLANDTOUR

2023 BAY OF ISLANDSTOUR

20 DAYS – 12March2023
COST$4,450

14 DAYS – 27April 2023
COST$3,750

ALL TOURS INCLUDE BREAKFASTS & DINNERS
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Monitoring on to spot algal bloom
A question of
when, not if next
outbreak occurs

Lake Ngā Roto. Photo / Supplied

i For more information and
updates, search for Lake
Ngā Roto on the council
website at waipadc.govt.nz

T he Waipā District Council
has action plans in place
to enable a streamlined
response should an algal

bloom outbreak (cyanobacteria)
occur at Lake Ngā Roto this sum-
mer.

Council community services
manager Brad Ward said it was “not
a question of if, but when the next
outbreak occurs”.

“The impacts of climate change
mean our summers are hotter and
water temperatures warmer than
in previous years, so it’s the ideal
breeding ground for algae.”

Over the past few months the
council has created operational
and engagement plans for the next
incident at Lake Ngā Roto.

“Our action plans can be
deployed at a moment’s notice,
even when the council office is
closed over the Christmas break —

which is where we came unstuck
last year. While it’s difficult to pre-
vent blooms, we aim to communi-
cate quickly with mana whenua,
the public and have a more stream-
lined response with partner
agencies to mitigate damage
caused by the algae,” said Brad.

Algal blooms forced the closure
of recreational activities on the
lake and the walking track last
summer due to a public health
warning with an extreme risk of
cyanobacteria and E. coli.

The Waikato Regional Council
uses satellite imagery to detect
algal bloom in Lake Ngā Roto, and
the recent installation of new moni-
toring sensors will give an early
warning before any outbreaks.

Peat lakes are unique for their
cultural and spiritual value to
mana whenua. They provide a
unique biodiversity that exists in
few other places and are adapted
to low nutrient conditions and
water-logged soils.

Council ends year with surplus

i Waipā’s annual report was
adopted by council last
week and is available at
waipadc.govt.nz

Waipā District Council has ended
its financial year with an operating
surplus of $28.7 million.

Deputy chief executive Ken
Morris said the district continued
to grow at an “exponential rate” and
that was clearly reflected in the
annual accounts.

“This is an ongoing growth
story,” he said.

“Developers contributed $19.4
million of development and re-
serve contributions and vested
assets last year, which is a sizeable
proportion of the surplus.

“There can be no doubt the
Waipā building boom continues.

“In the last financial year, coun-

cil issued 2027 building consents
with a capital value of $596.2
million.”

Growth also meant challenges,
Ken said, citing pressures on infra-
structure such as roads and other
services.

“We are very aware of commun-
ity expectations, noting that 32 per
cent of the $70.3 million collected
in rates last year was spent on
community services and facilities.

“Our next biggest area of ex-
penditure was roads and footpaths,
taking 19 per cent of the rate take.

“In total, 16 per cent of rates went
on wastewater treatment and dis-
posal and 13 per cent on water

treatment and supply,” he said.
“These are core council services

which ensure the district functions
while continuing to offer a very
good lifestyle for Waipā families
and residents.”

Council maintained its AA- Fitch
credit rating for the fourth year
running, which was important.

“The financial climate we are all
working in is challenging and there
is no doubt at all that will continue
into this financial year.

“But our credit rating means we
can secure better interest rates for
our debt than we would otherwise
be able to achieve and that benefits
all ratepayers.”

Council assets were valued at
nearly $2.2 billion, the first time
they have been valued in excess
of $2 billion.

Debt was $149.5 million, which
remains relatively low in compari-
son with the wider local govern-
ment sector.

The annual report shows coun-
cil achieved 60.7 per cent of its
planned non-financial targets with
a further 11.2 per cent within 5 per
cent of the target.



214 College Street,
Te Awamutu

Located on an elevated, north facing site, this 
110sqm home enjoys a magic view over the 
town to rural vistas in the distance and features 
native timber flooring and joinery throughout.
New modern kitchen, open plan living/dining 
with generous decking, three double bedrooms, 
a modern bathroom and a wood burner plus 
heat transfer system. Also included is a hot tub
heated by a wood fire box and an electric heater.
Both the roof and exterior of the house have
recently been repainted - all the hard work’s 
been done.

For Sale $755,000

View by appointment

New Listing

rwteawamutu.co.nz/TEA30468
Rosetown Realty Ltd Licensed (REAA 2008)

Howard Ashmore
027 438 8556

Pauline Love
021 155 4689

12 Te Awamutu Courier Thursday, December 22, 2022Local News

Raffle, calendars, and plant sales bring in $3000
Thanks to the efforts of supporter Jo
Roxburgh, Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu
Restoration Society will receive more
than $3000 to boost their coffers.

Jo organised a raffle and had calen-
dars produced, which she has been

busy selling over the past few weeks.
She also organised plants to sell at

the Te Awamutu Craft Market, man-
aging to keep most of them in good
order for the rescheduled date on the
weekend.

Jo says a number of specialist
tomatoes and herb plants were for
sale, as well as donated natives and
grasses.

Her aim is to encourage people to
“feed the planet” by growing plants

that can feed people, but also other
creatures and especially the bees, so
we can all thrive.

Jo sold 530 raffle tickets and this
week she and granddaughter Sophie
visited Te Awamutu Police Station

where Sophie drew the three winners
under Police supervision.

■ The winners are: Monique Goodwin
and family; Sacha Cornelissen; Jayne
Fortis.

IN BUSINESS CIRCLES

Stop ram raids says Bollard Guy
Concrete blocks, in-ground bollards designed

Ken Brough’s new business aims to end ram raids in the Waikato.
Photo / Kate Durie

Kate Durie

i Call 0800 NO RAM RAID —
0800667267 or email
kbruffie@gmail.com to chat
with Ken today.

L ocal business owner Ken
Brough has started a new
venture to fight ram raids
across Waikato.

Ken is looking to make bollards
and crash barrier installation and the
protection that they provide more
affordable.

As an engineer by trade and ex-
owner of a concrete-cutting business,
Ken thought he would be able to open
the business as a part-time gig.

Ken joked that everyone has been
saying “no, this won’t be part-time”
because of the recent crime spike in
the region.

“I saw an opportunity and I knew
I could help. I get the papers every
day, and six months ago the paper
was filled with one ram raid after the
other. That lead me to lend my ex-
pertise in this area to help out those
who need [it],” says Ken.

The Bollard Guy designs and
installs concrete blocks, in-ground
bollards and crash barriers for any-
one who wants to keep their residents

or shops safe.
Ken’s truck is fitted with a com-

pressor and a generator. Ken also digs
his own holes for the installations. “A
lot of people ask about the services
under the ground, but I dig them using
a water blaster and then use a vac-
uum to suck the mud out or com-
pressed air. That way it doesn’t cause
any damage,” explains Ken.

Ken also works alongside councils
to gain permission to work and install
bollards on the footpaths. “I will go
to work on Sundays or public
holidays — when people are not using
the footpath as much. Sometimes I
work in the evenings, I don’t mind
when I work,” says Ken.

Ken also owns a hedge-cutting
business which he has operated for
11 years and is now for sale.

Looking to the future, Ken is look-
ing to expland the bollard business
as needed.

Waipā $5m
beneficiary
of new Three
Waters fund
Waipā District Council has secured up
to $5.24 million from the
Government’s Better Off fund.

The money has been allocated
from a $2 billion fund to help councils
pay for community improvement
projects.

Projects must help build resilience
to climate change or natural hazards,
enable housing development and
growth or support community
improvements.

The fund has been developed as
part of the Three Waters reform.
Waipā continues to strongly oppose
the planned reforms.

Funding will be used for Te Ara Wai
Discovery Centre; a resource recovery
centre; Lake Ngā-Roto management
plan; CCTV cameras; Te Awamutu/
Ngā-Roto/ Pirongia cycleway
connection; and a feasibility study for
a new Cambridge library.

A further round of Better Off
funding, including $15.73m already
ring-fenced for Waipā projects, has yet
to open.

Council has yet to decide whether
or not it will be involved in the second
funding round.





Thank you to all of our valued clients for your
support this year. We wish you a safe and
happy festive season and prosperous 2023!

Blue Ribbon Realty Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008

From the Harcourts Team in
Te Awamutu, Otorohanga and Te Kuiti.

www.blueribbonharcourts.co.nz

We’ll be back in the offices
on Monday 9th January!

Big medal
haul buoys
TA swimmers
National Summer Games a success

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
Jesse Wood

Special Olympics Te Awamutu representative Kaziah Clark. Photos / Special Olympics New Zealand

Te Awamutu representatives Katie Townsend (left) and Ella Yarndley.

Special Olympics Te Awamutu representatives at the Special Olympics
National Summer Games. Photo / Supplied

H amilton’s Waterworld
hosted the Special
Olympics National Sum-
mer Games this month with

11 sports involving more than 1300
athletes and 450 coaches.

Scheduled to take place last year,
the four-yearly event was a year late
due to Covid complications.

The opening ceremony was on
Thursday, December 8, with heats
and finals from Friday to Monday.

Special Olympics Te Awamutu
boasted a large team of 18 swimmers

under head coach Shelley Blair.
The event meant a lot to the

athletes and Shelley says that was
proved by their results.

Every Te Awamutu athlete
received a medal. Their impressive
tally had 11 gold medals, 14 silvers, 12
bronze and 34 personal best records
set.

“They’ve been putting in the hard
yards and I always say that PBs are
just like gold. One of the athletes did
a PB in a heat and then went out and
beat that time again. So that was very
cool,” says Shelley.

“On the last day, 16 out of the 18
were competing. Fifteen of them

medalled and the other one was a PB.”
The Te Awamutu team had six

newcomers to nationals, and Shelley
says it was special to witness them
medal in their first Summer Games.

The newcomers were Aimee
McLachlan, Kaziah Clark, Caitlin
Thomas, Kathleen Bayer, Melissa

Wise and Ben Chisnall, and they all
seem very keen to continue swim-
ming.

“Because of Covid, we’ve had bouts
of not being able to train at the Te
Awamutu pool. Training was limited
more so in the last year than it ever
has been before, but I always offer to

have an extra Saturday training in
national years.

“They did the hard yards outside
of the pool as well, lots of walking,
biking and going to the gym. They
wanted to do well and I believe that
they did.

“They trained like they were com-
peting and when it came to heats,
they swam them like they were finals.
That’s the dedication they have. I’m
totally overwhelmed every time they
hit the pool — they want it as much
as I want for them to have it.”

Shelley says that although it was
a successful Games for the athletes,
it’s not just about winning, but having
fun too.

On behalf of Special Olympics Te
Awamutu, Shelley sends her thanks
to Jennie Yarndley and Eva Bernabe
for their help with coaching, while
team manager Catherine Clark did an
amazing job co-ordinating every-
thing.
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The team at Century 21 Wheeler Realty, Te Awamutu wish you a fabulous

and

for all your 
support

during 2022 

The offi ce will be 
closed midday

23rd December 2022
and reopen

9th January 2023. 
Please call

021 152 1477 for any 
enquiries over

the break.

Malachi Wrampling-Alec in action for New Zealand. Photos / Photosport

Big hitter plays part in title
RUGBY

Jesse Wood

The champion New Zealand Under 18 Sevens side.

T e Awamutu Sports’
Malachi Wrampling-Alec
and the New Zealand
Under 18 side won the 2022

World Schools Sevens tournament
at Auckland’s Pakuranga Rugby
Club last weekend.

Former St Paul’s Collegiate
School student Wrampling-Alec cer-
tainly made his presence felt with
some unforgiving big tackles.

“Mal is a big skilful man who can
change the momentum of any game
at any form of the game, be it sevens,
10s or 15s,” says Te Awamutu Sports
head coach Travis Church.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if he
wore the All Blacks Sevens jersey
within the next two seasons! Well
done to him and his side for winning
the tournament.”

The team were undefeated
throughout the two-day tourna-
ment beating Samoa 33-0 in the
final. New Zealand beat the Cook
Islands 59-0 first up, followed by a
26-20 victory over the New Zealand
Cavaliers. Then after crushing

Canada 62-0, they went on to beat
the New Zealand Māori side 38-7 in
the quarter-finals before a narrow
19-17 win over the Cavaliers in the
semis. Watch coverage from the
final day of World Schools Sevens
on YouTube under Sky Sport Next.

Kaipaki captain Dylan Jeffries presents Rob Heke with his 100 Game Kaipaki
cricket badge. Photo / Supplied

Kaipaki take on Hamilton Star
CRICKET

Kaipaki Gold took on Hamilton Star
University Cricket Club on Saturday,
braving the sporadic weather.

Kaipaki captain Dylan Jeffries won
the toss and made the choice of
bowling first.

Kaipaki opened the bowling with
Rob Heke, who was celebrating his
100th game for Kaipaki.

He has terrorised opposition bats-
man for years and in his milestone
game he took 1-18.

Captain Jeffries chimed in taking
2-10 off five overs.

Kevin Morgan bowled his little in-
swingers and finished with the im-
pressive figures of 4-15, supported at
the other end by Simon White.

White finished with the figures of
3-12, also picking up two catches in

the field.
Ryan Preston was magnificent,

taking two catches as well.
Hiki Toroa and Barath Sampath

were also busy, helping towards an
outstanding performance in the field
by Kaipaki Gold.

Star were bowled out for 83.
With bat in hand, Dom Smith-

Hodgson was again in the runs for
Kaipaki making a solid 30 as he
creeps closer to his 10-game baggy
green and gold cap.

Kieran West made double figures
and the experienced Brendan
Turney, who debuted for Kaipaki
before some of his team mates were
even born, carried his bat with 21 not-
out.

At the other end, Lance Lee was
10 not-out as they passed Star’s total
— a fantastic all round effort by the
Kaipaki Gold team.
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Youngsters loving five-a-side football
Te Awamutu AFC’s
summer football a
big hit with the kids

FOOTBALL

Te Awamutu AFC’s Waikato Cakes five-a-side football Whippet Games Juniors was a huge success. Photos / Arthur Uden

Te Awamutu AFC’s five-a-side football is a hit with older players too.

T e Awamutu AFC is declaring
the Waikato Cakes five-
a-side football Whippet
Games Juniors event not

only a huge success, but a mind-
blowing one, in terms of the engage-
ment and comments received — not
just by the football whānau, but the
wider community, too.

It seems in its first year of offering
the five-a-side games to juniors, they
just can’t get enough. The challenge
for next year is to find ways to mix
it up for the younger age group.

This year was all about seeing the
demand. Te Awamutu AFC’s Sean
“Stringy” Stringfellow said: “We
started with two or three people
asking if we were offering football in
the summer, and with the change of
location to the stadium, it just made
sense to open up registrations to see
who was keen.”

Nearly 150 kids registered and par-
ticipated in the event, which was
often wrapped up with a run up the
hill to see Mr Whippy or have an
Expleo sausage.

“I’ve said it before and I will say
it again, clubs of all kind cannot exist
without the work of volunteers. Our
volunteer base is growing, and our
presence in this community is not just
on the rise — it’s expanded greater
than the facilities can handle.”

The club will take a short break
after the Brandit.kiwi seniors finish off
their Waikato Cakes five-a-side

rounds this week.
They have to decide if they are

going to offer a holiday programme
for a few days on the back of an
awesome three weeks of the pro-
grammes in 2022.

Another priority is preparing to
ensure they are set for all juniors and
seniors who want to play next season.

There is also the 2023 Fifa
Women’s World Cup, coming to not
only New Zealand, but Hamilton
specifically.

The club will have the Waikato
Sport Awards to attend on January
26 for the two categories they are
finalists for — Community Engage-
ment, for their work in collaboration
with the Expleo First Kicks pro-
gramme, and Stringfellow for Unsung
Hero.

“We’re the rose town, a town with
huge growth and a town/surrounds
of hardworking, down-to-earth
people. People want to be able to play
football, and we are proud to offer as
much as we can, and more, with the
people we can,” says Stringfellow.

If you’re retired, looking for some
form of activity, or you just like what
you see in the Te Awamutu football
environment, email the club to offer
your assistance on their volunteer
base at Teawamutua.f.c@gmail.com
or get in touch via social media.

The club wishes to have on record
the dedication of local photographer
Arthur Uden this year, who has pro-
vided hundreds of photos to allow
people to capture priceless mem-
ories.

Thank you Arthur.



“Our family Christmas will
be extra special this year
thanks to the rescue
helicopter saving our boy.”

DONATE TODAY give.rescue.org.nz
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Te Awamutu can claim Strachan

Ant Strachan during his All Blacks debut against the World XV in 1992. Photos / Photosport

Twenty years after
AB duty halfback
now at Dilworth

RUGBY
Jesse Wood

All Black halfback Ant Strachan
races away from Australia’s Jason
Little in the 1992 Bledisloe Cup test
match.

Premium
 nzherald.co.nz

T e Awamutu-born former All
Blacks halfback Ant
Strachan has had many
sporting experiences over

the years, and now shares his know-
ledge as head of athlete and coach
development at Auckland’s Dilworth
School.

Although his mother was from
Taihape and his father from
Whanganui, Te Awamutu can still
claim Strachan as one of their own.

Strachan was born in Te Awamutu
in 1966 and lived there for 12 years.

Growing up on Golf Rd between Te
Awamutu and Kihikihi, Strachan has
many memories of his time in the
area, including “charging around on
the farm”.

He attended Te Awamutu Primary
School, playing soccer from an early
age before switching to rugby in his
final years at primary.

Strachan remembers playing jun-
ior rugby for Te Awamutu Old Boys
in bare feet, and also swimming for
Te Awamutu at the Waikato and
other interprovincial championships.

“My passion for sport began in a
rural setting when at the age of 7;
competitive swimming was my first
passion. Rugby happened by chance,”
he says.

“After playing for our Year 6 soccer
team, I was asked to play for the
rugby team as they were short. The
rest, as they say, is history.”

Strachan says that his biggest in-
spiration to play rugby was his dad,
as well as two halfbacks: “My
brother’s best mate [former New Zea-
land Under 21 and Waikato rep] Dene
Mullins, who played Peace Cup
games for Te Awamutu, and also Sid
Going.”

In 1978, the family moved to the
big smoke of Auckland.

Strachan attended Auckland Nor-
mal Intermediate, and Remuera’s Col-
lege Rifles became his rugby club
before moving on to Auckland Gram-
mar School.

He represented Grammar at 1st XV
level in 1982 and 1983, which also saw
him named in the Auckland Under
16 and Under 18 squads. From there,
his passion for the sport grew.

Strachan headed south after high
school, attending the University of
Otago from 1984 to 1988, where he
completed his bachelor’s degree in
physical education.

During this time, Strachan played
for the Otago University Rugby Foot-
ball Club and took the field for the
Otago University Centennial XV in
1986, scoring a try.

The following season, he made his
National Provincial Championship
debut for Otago “as a youngster under
Laurie Mains”, one of his many career
highlights.

Over 1987-88 he made just six
appearances for the blue and golds,
as he was second string to 1986 All
Black Dean Kenny, but managed to
snatch an appearance against the
touring Welsh side.

Concurrently, he played on eight
occasions for the New Zealand Uni-
versities side attending the 1988
students’ World Cup in France.

The following season he returned
to Auckland, playing one match for
the province.

Strachan was proud to be a part
of the legendary side’s 62-game win-
ning streak, and went on to represent
Auckland on a further eight occasions
up until 1992, when he transferred
across the bridge to North Harbour.

“Strachan, realising that [Jason]
Hewett would be preferred to him
after the All Black tour, transferred to
North Harbour. In Auckland’s North
Harbour game, Strachan’s superiority
was patently obvious,” it states in The
1993 Rugby Almanack of New Zealand.

At Harbour he found a home,
appearing for the province 52 times
between 1992 and 1995, with a try
tally of 14, captaining the side in his
final season. “Albeit as a stand-in for
Richard Turner, it was always a high-
light to captain a provincial team,”
says Strachan.

The same year as his Harbour
transfer saw his proudest achieve-
ment: becoming All Black #922, after
his former Otago coach Mains was
named as the new All Blacks coach.

“Being selected as an All Black
following the final trial in Napier 1992,
with all my family in attendance, was
my greatest moment, especially as
dad (and all my family) had
supported me over the years,” says
Strachan.

The All Blacks played three
matches against a World XV to mark

the centenary of the New Zealand
Rugby Union.

After a loss in the first match,
Strachan’s moment came in the
second at Athletic Park, Wellington
on April 22.

The 25-year-old started in the No 9
jersey and scored a try in New Zea-
land’s 54-26 victory.

From here, he retained the No 1
spot for the final test and the further
two against Ireland, playing 14
matches in 1992.

“Strachan played his way into the
[All Blacks] team by showing fine
form in the trials and played very well
in all the test matches of 1992. He
cleared the ball quickly and was
adept at backing up, frequently being
in the right place to take a pass and
score,” states The 1993 Rugby
Almanack of New Zealand.

The 1993 season saw a sole test for
Strachan, a 20-18 victory over the
British & Irish Lions in Christchurch.

It would be two years before he
put on that black jersey again.

Recalled for the 1995 Rugby World
Cup in South Africa, Strachan started
in the famous 145-17 drubbing of
Japan at Bloemfontein, before
appearing one last time as a tempor-
ary blood bin substitute for Graeme
Bachop in the final against South
Africa.

As the professional competition
Super 12 started in 1996, Strachan
headed to Japan to play for Kaneka
Corporation (Kansai A League) along

with former Otago and New Zealand
teammate Arran Pene.

This was the last leg of his career,
and he returned to New Zealand in
2001 at the age of 35.

Without a doubt, rugby has
changed massively since he retired
21 years ago.

“The current size of our rugby
athletes and the very prescribed
structures and systems now in place,
as well as the general physicality/
collisions in the game (includes speed
of the modern game) [are the biggest
changes],” he says.

After rugby, Strachan was
involved with the Auckland Rugby
Football Union and the Blues until
2021 when he first joined Dilworth as
their 1st XV rugby team head coach,
before moving into his current role.

For the Blues, he held the roles of
professional development manager
and team manager, while for Auck-
land he was the high-performance
and academy manager, director of
the Auckland Rugby International
Academy and a high-performance
sports consultant.

“I have spent the best part of 20
years working in high-performance
sport (predominantly rugby), and
during this time have held many roles
including strategic management,
coaching and administration,” he
says.

“My passion for sport now extends
through coaching and supporting my
young adult children.”
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Track stars combine for
transtasman success

CYCLING

New Zealand
track sprinter
Ellesse Andrews.

Photo / Guy Swarbrick

N ew Zealand’s leading
cyclists produced
excellent perform-
ances in their return

to the track, both at the Aon
Cambridge 3 Day carnival and
in Australia over the weekend.

The Te Awamutu region
was well represented across
the board with Ellesse An-
drews, Bryony Botha, Rebecca
Petch, Ally Wollaston all from
Te Awamutu Sports Cycling
Club, while Michaela
Drummond was born in Te
Awamutu and Jessie Hodges is
a former resident of
Ngāhinapōuri.

Medallists from the Com-
monwealth Games and world
championships showed early
form despite coming off exten-
sive road seasons for their
various professional teams.

It began a significant
buildup for the track riders
targeting the Nations Cup
events in Jakarta in February
and Cairo in March, to deter-
mine qualification for the
world championships in
August and spots for the 2024
Paris Olympics.

Across the Tasman,
sprinters Andrews, Petch and
Sam Dakin picked up valuable
points in the UCI Carnival in
Melbourne.

Andrews, the Common-
wealth Games triple gold med-
allist, won both the sprint and
keirin competitions, with

Petch runner-up in the keirin
and third in the sprint, while
Dakin also scored helpful
points.

Much of the action at the
Grassroots Trust Velodrome
in Cambridge centred on the
endurance riders with the om-
nium national titles going to
Europe-based professional
road riders Wollaston and
Corbin Strong.

Wollaston, recently
returned from a strong Euro-
pean season on the road for

her professional team AG
NXTG, quickly showed her
track form is sharp, winning
all four disciplines of the om-
nium competition.

The Waikato rider won the
scratch race from double
Commonwealth Games gold
medallist Botha and Tokyo
Olympian Hodges, making her
return from long-term injury.

Wollaston followed up with
wins in the tempo race, the
elimination where the last
rider is eliminated, and the

final points race as the only
rider to put a lap on the field.
She finished on 174 points
from Botha and Auckland’s
Ella Wyllie.

The women’s madison was
a battle with the CottonSox
pairing of Botha and
Drummond and their fellow
Cycling New Zealand high-
performance squad riders
Wollaston and Hodges, in Wai-
kato colours.

Halfway through the race,
the Waikato pair held a two-
point advantage over Botha
and Drummond, and with 20
laps to go it was level on 24
points each, with sprint points
available every 10 laps.

With 10 laps to go the Wai-
kato pair had edged to a two-
point lead going into the final
double-points sprint.
Drummond and Botha got
their tactics perfect to squeeze
home for the winning sprint
to claim the title.

They won on 37 points to
33 for Waikato, with the Park
Hotel pairing of Sami
Donnelly and Ella Wyllie third
on 16.

Botha displayed her re-
markable pursuiting strength
to good purpose, going early
to hold off teammate
Wollaston and Wylie to win
the elite scratch race.

After a short break over
Christmas, the endurance
riders will mix some road
competition before joining the
sprinters in preparations for
the Nations Cup.

PIRONGIA BOWLING CLUB

Pirongia Cup
winner Don
Ramage
(right) with
runner-up
Lynda
Bennett.

Photos / Supplied

Kempthorn Cup winner Mark
Arrandale.

Women's championship
winner Gaylene Kanawa (left)
with runner-up Vicki Coll.

Pirongia Bowling Club
season results so far:

The Pirongia Cup winner
Don Ramage. Runner-up
Lynda Bennett.

Women's Championship
winner Gaylene Kanawa.
Runner-up Vicki Coll.

Kempthorn Cup winner
Mark Arrandale. Runner-up
Warwick Flintoff.

Women's Fours Champion-

ship winners Denise Te Momo,
Sheryl Olsen, Lynda Bennett,
Nevenka Drnsasin. Runners:
up Gaylene Kanawa, Vicki Coll,
Dot Curry, Kim Bardsley.
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SUDOKU Fill the grid so that every row, 
every column and every 3x3 
box contains the digits 1 to 9.

DECODER
Each number 

letter of the alphabet. 
Write the given letters 
into all squares with 
matching numbers. 
Now work out which 
letters are represented 
by the other numbers. 
As you get the letters, 
write them into 
the main grid and 
the reference grid. 
Decoder uses all 26 
letters of the alphabet.

630

T N R A N G E J B L A C K B I R D
B A A Q B E T I E E Q L J L M L O
A B B E H E A D C A C A O A D D S
T P B D A D R E O P S Y C H E C E
T A I L I N G S E O T D A K C E D
A N Q N R E O P V E R I F I E D R
L A U N D E R X V B A X E J N Q P
I L S S O N E K C H I C J A C R E
O W E D Q R E S S U N R U L Y G D
N J H U B O A T A L W A J T S Y A
S O L O I L G Y E A R B O O K F L

arm, army, art, arty, mar, marry, mart, 
MARTYR, mat, may, ram, rat, ray, tar, 
tarry, tram, tray, try, yam.

RANGEBLACKBIRD
BAAEIELLO
ABEHEADAAADDS
TBAEPSYCHEE
TAILINGSTACD
AROVERIFIED
LAUNDERAENP
ISONECHICACRE
OWEDRSUNRULYD
NUBOATLATA
SOLOLYEARBOOKL

Across: 1. Caring, 5. Squash, 8. Rip, 
9. Cackle, 10. Redden, 11. Bind, 13. 

Apparent, 21. Drab, 22. Ravine, 23. 
Lentil, 25. Nil, 26. Whinge, 27. Signal. 
Down: 2. Amazing, 3. Ilk, 4. Greedy, 
5. Spring, 6. Underhand, 7. Shelf, 12. 
Dalmatian, 16. Stamina, 17. Serene, 18. 
Stalls, 20. Peach, 24. Nag. 

DECODER

SUDOKU

WORDBUILDER

CROSSWORD BLACKOUT

BLACKOUT Black out squares to reveal a completed grid

CROSSWORD

All puzzles © The Puzzle Company

ACROSS
1. Compassionate (6)
5. Flatten (6)
8. Strong current (3)
9. Harsh laugh (6)
10. Blush (6)
11. Tie (4)
13. Scalp complaint (8)
14. Spry (5)
15. Spirited, cheeky (5)
19. Evident (8)
21. Dreary (4)
22. Gully (6)
23. Edible pulse (6)
25. None (3)
26. Complain (6)
27. Gesture (6)

DOWN
2. Remarkable (7)
3. Type (3)
4. Avaricious (6)
5. Leap (6)
6. Sneaky (9)
7. Ledge (5)
12. Breed of dog (9)
16. Staying power (7)
17. Tranquil (6)
18. Theatre section (6)
20. Stone fruit (5)
24. Badger (3)

How many words of three 
or more letters can you 
make, using each letter 
only once? Plurals are 
allowed, but no foreign 
words or words beginning

Good  9   Very Good   13    Excellent     17

WORDBUILDER

with a capital. There’s at least one six-letter word.
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Anniversaries

MADSEN-
HOLMES

Ray and Ruth
On 22 December

1947.
Congratulations
Mum and Dad on

reaching a milestone
of 75 years

marriage. Well done
on achieving this.

From your 6
children, 16 grand
children, 37 great

grand children and
3 great great grand

children.

Deaths
HOWELL,
Robert Gilbert.
Passed away in
Australia on 20
December 2022.
Husband of Lill
Howell, father to
Shane and Rebecka.
Brother to Carol, Tylee
and Barry Howell.

Always remembered.

JONES,
Neville Edwin.
Passed away on 18th
December 2022, aged
69 years. Devoted
partner to Evelyn and
close family friend.
Father of Glen, Amy
and Dean. Loving
brother and brother in
law of Jenny and
Richard Street
(Auckland),and life
long mate of Bill
Devoy.

A Celebration of
Neville’s life will be
held at Alexandra
House Chapel, 570
Alexandra St, Te
Awamutu on Friday,
23rd December at
11am followed by a
private cremation.
All communications to
the Jones family, P O
Box 137, Te Awamutu
3840.

Te Awamutu Funeral
Services, FDANZ.

MUIR,
Elizabeth Bland (Bette)
(nee McKerlie).
Passed away at home
on 20th December 2022
with family, aged 90
years. Loving wife and
soulmate to the late
Alex. Much loved
mother and mother in
law of James and the
late Lynda, Elizabeth
and Daniel Clarke.
Cherished friend to
Ali. Devoted and
loving nana to David
and Bronwyn, Melanie
and Scott, Alexander,
Steven (dec) and Liz,
great grandma of nine.

As per Bette’s wishes a
private cremation has
been held.
All communications
please to the Muir
family, 35 Gleneagles
Drive, Te Awamutu
3800.

Te Awamutu Funeral
Services, FDANZ.

Deaths
OATES,
Joan Emily (nee
Culley).
Born in Tynemouth,
England. Died in Te
Awamutu on 20
December 2022 in her
100th year. Ex UK
Women’s Land Army.
Loved wife of the late
Charlie, dearly loved
mother, mother in law
and grandma of Carol
(deceased), Wendy,
Brenda and Wayne,
Stephen and Leonie,
Jill and Kevin
(Norfolk Island) and
their families.

At Peace.
A big thank you to the
staff at CHT, Te
Awamutu for their
kindness to mum.

A Service for Joan will
be held at Alexandra
House Chapel, 570
Alexandra St, Te
Awamutu on
Wednesday, 28th
December at 11am
followed by a private
cremation. The
service will be live
streamed, please email
office@teawamutufunerals.co.nz
for the link.
All communications to
the Oates family, P O
Box 137, Te Awamutu
3840.
Te Awamutu Funeral

Services, FDANZ.

OLLIVER,
Eileen Marion.
Passed away peacefully
on 18th December
2022. Loving Mother
and mother in law of
Ricky and Michelle,
Janice and Viviene,
David and Rosemary,
Tony and the late
Mandy, adopted
Mother of Raewyn.
Devoted grandmother
of 10 and Great
grandmother of 4.

“Forever in our
hearts.”

A Service for Eileen has
been held.
All communications to
the Olliver family, P O
Box 137, Te Awamutu
3840.

Te Awamutu Funeral
Services, FDANZ.

OLLIVER,
Eileen Marion.
Passed away peacefully
on 18th December
2022. Dearly loved
sister and sister in-law
of Barry and Lorraine
Bourne. Loved auntie
of Karen and Grant
and families.

Forever loved and
missed.

OLLIVER,
Eileen Marion.
Passed away at CHT
Te Awamutu. Dearly
loved sister and sister
in law of Bev and
Trevor Fager. Loved
aunty of Paula, Glenn
and Shelley and their
families.

Forever in our
thoughts.

Rest in peace. ♥

In Memoriam
REWI,
Karen.
Passed on 10.12.2017.
Loved by her family
and friends. RIP Black
Pearl. Love Stephen.

Funeral Directors

J
tor

Dedicated to providing personalised and
meaningful funeral services.

Celebrating Life - Your Way

07 870 2137
262 Ohaupo Road,
Te Awamutu
www.rosetown.co.nz

For compassionate and caring serviceFor compassionate and caring service
Garth & Lynette Williams

570 Alexandra Street, Te Awamutu

www.teawamutufuneralservices.co.nzwww.teawamutufuneralservices.co.nz

Alexandra House ChapelAlexandra House Chapel

Funeral Directors & Monumental MasonsFuneral Directors & Monumental Masons

Phone 871 5131

TE AWAMUTUTE AWAMUTU
FUNERAL SERVICESFUNERAL SERVICES

Caring Funeral ProfessionalsCaring Funeral Professionals

Church Services

KIHIKIHI
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CHURCH SERVICES 10AM
25th December – Rev Ken Wall

Christmas Family Service
All welcome

Presbyterian Church
Christmas Services

80 Mutu St. In Our Chapel
Saturday 24th December

6.30pm - Nibbles
7.00pm Service

Sunday 25th December - 10am

All Services in January are @ 10am

ST PATRICK’S PARISH
Phone 07-871 7404
Christmas Eve,

Saturday 24 December
7.30pm Te Awamutu
5.00pm Otorohanga

4.00pm Kawhia

Christmas Day,
Sunday 25th December

10.00am Te Awamutu
9.30am Te Kuiti

New Years Eve,
Saturday 31 December,

5pm Te Awamutu

New Years Day,
Sunday 1st January

9.30am Te Kuiti
10.00am Te Awamutu

Church Services

Family Church
You are invited to

join us for a
Christmas service

on the 25th
December 2022.

At 9:30 am
Hairini Hall,

108 Rangiaowhia
Rd, Te Awamutu.

Te Awamutu
Methodist

Church
261 Bank St

Christmas Day
Service 10am

Cafe service in
the lounge on New
Years Day at 10am

All Welcome

Friday 23rd December
Two Performances

6.00pm and 7.30pm

Cafe open from 7.00pm - 9.00pm
Te Awamutu Bible Chapel

A free community event

PARISH of ST JOHNS
Christmas Eve

St John's, Te Awamutu: 11:15pm
Carols followed by Midnight Communion

to welcome Christmas

Christmas Day
St Paul's, Hairini: 9am

St Saviours, Pirongia: 9:30am
Family service

St John's, Te Awamutu: 10:30am.

Public Notices

PRODUCE MARKET

CONTACT TERESA 021624693

Every Thursday afternoon 
2pm to 5.45pm
Selwyn Park
Fresh Produce from the grower to you 
New Season Potatoes and Raspberries, New Season Potatoes and Raspberries, 
Vegetables, Salad Greens, Salami, Ice Vegetables, Salad Greens, Salami, Ice 
Cream, Plants, Mushrooms, Cheese, Cream, Plants, Mushrooms, Cheese, 
Sourdough Bread, Sauces, Jams and CraftSourdough Bread, Sauces, Jams and Craft

Rain/mlsMax C°Min C°

For soil moisture and temperature visit: 
Lmcc.co.nz /weather 

WAIPAWAIPA
WEATHER

For week ending 22 December 2022For week ending 22 December 2022

Pirongia  13.9 28.3 51.5Pirongia  13.9 28.3 51.5
Pokuru  - - -Pokuru  - - -
Pukeatua 13.6 27.0 92.0Pukeatua 13.6 27.0 92.0
Te Awamutu - - -Te Awamutu - - -

Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICE

of application for Club
Licence

SECTION 101, SALE
AND SUPPLY OF

ALCOHOL ACT 2012

Te Awamutu
Association Football
Club Incorporated, 96
Armstrong Avenue,
Te Awamutu has made
application to the Waipa
District Licensing
Committee for the
renewal and variation
to increase the
licencsed hours of a
Club Licence in respect
of the premises situated
at 96 Armstrong
Avenue, Te Awamutu
known as Te Awamutu
Association Football
Club Incorporated.

The general nature of the
business conducted
under the licence is a
Sports Club.

The days on which, and
the hours during which
alcohol is (or is intended
to be) sold under the
licence are: Tuesday to
Thursday 4.00pm to
11.00pm. Friday to
Monday 12.00pm to
11.00pm.

The application may be
inspected during
ordinary office hours at
the office of the Waipa
District Council,
District Licensing
Committee at either 101
Bank Street Te
Awamutu or 23 Wilson
Street Cambridge.

Any person who is
entitled to object and
who wishes to object to
the issue of the licence
may, not later than 15
working days after the
date of the publication
of this notice, file a
notice in writing of the
objection with the
Secretary of the District
Licensing Committee at:
Waipa District Council,
Private Bag 2402, Te
Awamutu 3840.

No objection to the issue
of a renewal licence
may be made in relation
to a matter other than a
matter specified in
section 131 of the Sale
and Supply of Alcohol
Act 2012.

This is the first
publication of this
notice.

Vehicles Wanted

We pay cash for any cars,
vans, utes, 4x4, trucks
Freephone now on 0800 505 099

or text 021 244 0889 

FREE Pickup

VEHICLES
DEAD,  ALIVE, DAMAGEDDEAD,  ALIVE, DAMAGED

WANTED
de-registered, mechanical problems, 
no WOF - we buy it all

Raffles
TE AWAMUTU Craft
Fair - Rosetown Lions
Club, Pink wheelbarrow:
Ticket 37F Red Star -
Emily. Xmas Cake:
Ticket 12E yellow heart -
Nick. Thank you for your
support.

For Sale

1 TONNE BAGS
Good for firewood. $40.

Phone 0272 921873.

Plants & Gardens

PIRONGIA
TOPIARY
Open Fridays10am-4pm

132 Sainsbury Road
Pirongia OR phone
Susan Ranstead
0274 176 379

Wanted to Buy
or Exchange

CARAVANS
Boats, horse floats,

quads, trailers,
outboards, old cars,

trailers,
motorbikes,

motorhomes.
Any condition,

anywhere.
Phone Steve
027 622 0011

WANTED working or non
working Stihl and
Husqvarna chainsaws,
brush cutters, blowers.
Ph Richard 022 619 6714.

HOW ARE
YOU GETTING

HOME
TONIGHT?

If you’re out and having a few drinks,
make sure you’ve got a sober driver

to get you home safely.

Remember us in
your Will and leave
a legacy of hope

For more info, call

0800 53 00 00
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Your Service Professionals

Direct ry
Get rid of those ugly stumps

easily! Affordable Stump
Grinding, will remove them,

our tracked machine only
places 4lb per inch weight

on the ground so no ugly
wheel marks on the lawn.

Phone 0211852755 for a free quote

G

Gr

hone 0211852Phone 0211852755
Ph 0800 56 96 56

Ultra Clean
Te Awamutu

Carpet Cleaning 
Lounge Suites

DG & LM LITTLE LIMITEDDG & LM LITTLE LIMITED
Agricultural ContractingAgricultural Contracting

· LOADER WAGON SILAGE · ROUND BALING SILAGE AND HAY 
· CONVENTIONAL BALING · CROP SOWING · RE-GRASSING 
· PASTURE RENOVATION · CULTIVATION · TRAILER WORK

CONTACT DWAYNE LITTLE 

PHONE: 027 646 9280 EMAIL: qualitysilage@gmail.com

AVAILABLE FROM: 100 Roche Street, Te Awamutu

0800 772 887 | teawamutu@pratts.co.nz | www.pratts.co.nz
Your local heating specialist

Other Showroom Locations: 6 Main North Road, Otorohanga | 10 Albert Street, Cambridge

AtPratts, onecall does it a
Weoffera full spectrumof
plumbing, gasfittingand
drainlayingservices.

aall!

Needaplumber?

0800PRATTS
Adivision of Pratts

Phone Paul on 0275 693 878

P&C 
FENCING

Rural
Lifestyle

Residential

TE AWAMUT
PLUMBING & DRAINAGE 2016 LTDPLUMBING & DRAINAGE 2011666 LLTTDDD

All aspects of plumbing, drainage & gas

Master
Plumbers
Drainlayers
Gasfitters

EMERGENCY CALLOUTS 07 870 6244
Bryan: 0274 989 021 Chris: 0274 989 039
email: admin@taplumbing.nz
www.taplumbing.nz

New Homes Water Filtration Drain Unblocking

Plumbing Maintenance Drainage installation and maintenance

Gas Fitting Storm water installation and maintenance

• Canopy Prun ng • Farm trees • Tree remova
• Specimen trees • Large/ hazardous tree work

• Hedge trimming • Chipping • 5 T digger

027 5140 42

E TY

.
o

WREN
ROOF

COATINGS

• Rose Pruning • Replanting
• Garden Resurrection • Garden Maintenance
• Garden Grooming • Hedge Trimming

Talk to the experts ~ Reasonable Rates

Phone Tess
Mob 027 238 2517
A/Hrs 872 2853
Email: ggworkz@gmail.com

MAGNETIC
Insect Screens and Doors

Call Craig on
07 870 6267

Chipping, Felling, Maintenance, Pruning, Removals, Stump
Grinding, Hedge Cutting, Section Clearing and much more.

Urban, Rural & Commercial

Dennis Clements - 871 5221 - 027 485 1501
@TotaltreecareWaikato

www.totaltreecare.co.nz - totalnz@gmail.com

PROUDLY OPERATING SINCE 1992

If you wish to be part of the service professionals directory
contact your local classifi ed team on

07 871 5151 or email class@teawamutucourier.co.nz

MARTYN WAUGH -
PAINTER

FREE QUOTES
Prompt and Professional Service

Call Martyn Waugh
07 871 9661
021 738 440

barnos44@hotmail.com

Everything you need to 
know about property in 
one easy-to-use app.

Download the
FREE app on: The most accurate property estimates.

 The latest property listings across the country.

 Leading market insights and property commentary.

Find your next 
car now.
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Trade Services

OFFAL

HOLES

• Soak • Surface wells

• Lined Soak holes
• Concrete products

available

• Foundation Drilling

• 4WD Trucks

OWNER/OPERATOR:
FREEPHONE

STEVE COLSON
0508 HOLES DUG

0508 465 373

Health

LIZ CLARKE
for professional
qualified care

(Child Specialist)
414 Cambridge Rd

Te Awamutu

870 4080870 40080

f
OPEN
SAT

IN-STEPIN-STEP
Podiatry Services

WESTEND ELECTRONICS 871 5193

FOR TELEVISION
REPAIRS & TUNING

� �elevision Aerial Installations & Extensions
� �atellite Dish Installation

� �tereo Repairs
Since
1990

Tree Services

• Chipping • Felling • Maintenance • Hedges
• Stump grinding

Employment Vacancies

Newspaper 
Delivery Staff 

wanted in Hamilton and Cambridge
for immediate start.

Are you are an early bird and 
looking for extra money?

Start time 12:00 am
7 days work / 6 days work

We have permanent
part-time work available

You will require a full driver’s license 
(class 1), and your own reliable car.

Applicants for this position
should have NZ residency or

a valid NZ work visa.

Contact Sam 022 351 0013

A1 SELFA1 SELF
STORAGESTORAGE

Many sizes, good rates,
security and seven

day access.
Phone 871 3332
or 027 493 3187

Portable, insulated, power,
carpet, curtains
Various sizes

Phone/text 07 847 3172
027 458 2904

www.rooms2go.co.nz

ROOMS TO RENT

SAFE ‘N’ SOUND
STORAGE

• Units available now!

• Electric Security Fence
• Camera surveillance

027 440 7101
or 871 2171

safestorage.co.nz

To Let

For the latest in 
rural news.

thecountry.co.nz

DRIVEN.CO.NZ

Find your next 
car now.
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Q10

Q18

Q16

Q4

How well do you know
the hot season? See
how you go with this

quiz for kids of all ages.

1. What is the Māori word for
summer? A) Raumati B)
Ngahuru C) Hōtoke D) Kōanga

2. Which coast of the North
Island is known for its black
sands - east or west?

3. Which New Zealand region
had the most sunshine hours
in 2021?

4. The name of which iconic
Kiwi footwear comes from a
combination of the words
Japanese and sandals?

5. Which three months are
New Zealand's summer months?

6. The ASB Classic is a tournament
each summer for which sport?

7. Who sang and wrote the lyrics to
the song Boys of Summer?

8. What TV show is set in Summer
Bay?

9. If you had received Stubbies for
Christmas, what would you have? A)
A board game B) Cigarettes C)
Fingerless gloves D) Shorts

10. What sport is Paige Hareb best
known for?

11. What film
musical is the
song
Summer
Nights from?

12. What
country are
the band 5
Seconds of
Summer
from?

13. What
country's flag
features

horizontal light
blue and white
stripes with an
image of the sun
in the centre?

14. And which
metal does that
country's name
derive from?

15. Which
bowler was
recently
appointed Black Caps test captain?

16. Which city hosts the Rhythm and Vines music festival?

17. The band Dragon sang about the April sun in which
country?

18. Which singer released the album Solar Power in 2021?

19. What musical sounding food item did model Rachel
Hunter advertise in the 1980s?

20. If New Year's Day is on a Sunday, on which day of
the week will Waitangi Day occur?

How did you score?: 20 - Super hot! 15-19 - Scorcher!
10-14 - Warming up! 5-9 - Bit chilly! 0-4 - Brrr!

ANSWERS

1.A
2.West
3.Taranaki
4.Jandals
5.December,Januaryand
February
6.Tennis
7.DonHenley
8.Home&Away
9.D
10.Surfing
11.Grease
12.Australia
13.Argentina
14.Silver(argentum)
15.TimSouthee
16.Gisborne
17.Cuba
18.Lorde
19.Trumpet
20.Monday



Four massive acts
for Summer Concert
Win Stone
Temple Pilots
album ahead of
Summer
Concert Tour

WIN:
You can enter by email or mail (address to Summer Concert Competition and include your name,
address and daytime phone number — win@teawamutucourier.co.nz or PO Box 1, Te Awamutu).
Deadline is 5pm Tuesday. Competition by Fill The House Tickets Project — proudly supporting
families living with cancer.

THE DETAILS:
● What: Summer Concert

Tour 2023

● Where and when: Taupō,
Saturday, February 4,
Whitianga, Sunday,
February 5, Queenstown,
Saturday, February 11

● Tickets and itinerary:
greenstoneentertainment.
co.nz

W
ow! Shakespeare’s
famous quote sure
struck a chord
with readers and

judging by the number of en-
tries to our earlier competition
they all agree that the best
place to get the best bang for
your music buck this summer
is at the Summer Concert Tour
2023.

And here’s something to
cement that view – we’re offer-
ing you the chance to win a
copy of Stone Temple Pilots’
Purple – The 25th Annivers-
ary Edition CD.

Originally released in 1994
this stunning 25th Anniversary
Edition hit the streets in 2019
and made as big a splash the
second time around.

And no wonder, as nestled
among it’s stellar 11 tracks are
such great singles as Big Empty,
Vasoline and the mega hit In-
terstate Love Song.

It’s the ideal precursor to
what is shaping up to be one
massive party as fans of the
Summer Concert Tour eagerly
count down the days to what
is for many the most sig-
nificant date on the Summer
events calendar!

Remember too that this is
the band who, with over 70
million albums sold, roared on
to the scene in 1992 with their
raucous debut, Core.

A breakout success, the al-
bum peaked at No. 3 on the
Billboard 200 chart, and
dominated radio waves with
hits such as Sex Type Thing,
Wicked Garden and the
Grammy-Award winning
smash single Plush.

Their more than 30 year
catalogue of great music is
embraced and skilfully drawn
on by lead singer Jeff Gutt who
makes each song his own.

New songs and fan
favourites such as Meadow,
Roll Me Under and Never
Enough are often nestled in

amongst the songs that audi-
ences just can’t get enough of
in setlists from this evergreen
band.

Add to that headliners ZZ
Top — “That Little Ol’ Band
From Texas” who have been
at it for well over a half cen-
tury, delivering rock, blues and
boogie on the road and in the
studio to millions of devoted
fans.

You’ll be rockin’ till you
drop as they entertain you
with such great hits as Legs,
Gimme All Your Lovin, La
Grange and Sharp Dressed Man
as part of their not to be missed
set.

Then there’s Pat Benatar
and Neil Giraldo, making a
most welcome return after the
rapturous reception they
received in 2013.

Pat Benatar’s staggering
vocals and take-no-prisoners
attitude, along with Neil

Giraldo’s trailblazing artistry as
a guitarist, producer and
songwriter forged the unde-
niable chemistry and unique
sound that created some of
rocks most memorable hits in-
cluding Invincible, Love Is A
Battlefield, Promises In The
Dark, We Live For Love,
Heartbreaker Hell Is For Chil-
dren and the unforgettable We
Belong.

We certainly agree with that
– no contest!

Rounding off the star-
studded line-up are Aussie
rockers The Angels, who, In
the words of Jimmy Barnes,
are a band that changed Aus-
tralian music forever and their
sound is powerful, aggressive
and joyous.

More than four decades into
their remarkable journey, The
Angels remain fierce and un-
compromising.

They will have you rocking
out early in the piece to such
iconic tracks as Am I Ever
Gonna See Your Face Again?,
Take A Long Line and No
Secrets as they set the scene
for a days entertainment like
no other.

As the bard himself said ‘If
music be the food of love, play
on.’ A veritable smorgasbord of
top tunes awaits – so give the
gift of music (together with a
side dish of feel-good
endorphins) — with tickets to
the Summer Concert Tour!

Check out what’s on, people, links, games, list your
business, community groups, upcoming events.
Home of the online Te Awamutu Courier

Check out what’s on, people, links, games, list your
b i it i t

www.teawamutu.nz/courier

VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.THEREGENT.NZ
REGENT THE THEATRE BEAUTIFUL 

THURSDAY, 22 DECEMBER - WEDNESDAY, 28 DECEMBER 2022

q/cinema/regent-theatre-te-awamutu/ www.teawamutu.co.nz/regent/sessions.htmlh / /

AVATAR:
THE WAY OF WATER (M)

Thu: 11:15 AM, 5:45 PM

Fri: 10:45 AM, 6:20 PM

Mon: 2:30 PM, 5:55 PM

Tue: 11:00 AM, 5:30 PM

Wed: 11:00 AM, 6:20 PM

AVATAR:
THE WAY OF WATER 3D (M)

Thu: 6:00 PM

Fri: 10:30 AM, 2:30 PM, 7:20 PM

Mon: 6:15 PM

Tue: 5:45 PM

Wed: 11:20 AM, 6:00 PM

BLACK ADAM (M)

Thu: 1:00 PM, 6:30 PM

Fri: 1:00 PM

Mon: 2:50 PM

Tue: 10:25 AM

BLACK PANTHER:
WAKANDA FOREVER (M)

Thu: 11:40 AM, 6:15 PM

Fri: 12:35 PM

Tue: 6:00 PM

HOME ALONE (PG)

This Christmas we bring you an all time 

classic – Home Alone. With the house all to 

himself, Kevin has his own vacation fun. But 

when a pair of burglars target the house, 

Kevin defends his home with a variety of 

homemade booby traps.

Fri: 5:00 PM, 7:00 PM

I WANNA DANCE WITH 
SOMEBODY (M)

A career-spanning biopic of Whitney 

Houston the R&B pop legend

Mon: 2:45 PM, 6:35 PM

Tue: 10:20 AM, 5:55 PM

Wed: 10:20 AM, 5:45 PM

MISTER ORGAN (M)

Mon: 5:20 PM

MRS. HARRIS
GOES TO PARIS (PG)

Thu: 10:40 AM

Tue: 1:00 PM

POKER FACE (R13)

Russell Crowe directs and stars in this 

feature as a tech billionaire who gathers 

his childhood friends to his Miami estate for 

what turns into a high stakes game

of poker.

Thu: 1:20 PM

Fri: 1:30 PM

PUSS IN BOOTS:
THE LAST WISH (PG)

Mon: 4:25 PM

Tue: 10:30 AM, 1:15 PM

Wed: 12:50 PM

STRANGE WORLD (PG)

Thu: 10:50 AM, 1:15 PM

Fri: 10:20 AM, 2:10 PM

Mon: 2:10 PM

Tue: 10:40 AM, 12:40 PM

Wed: 10:40 AM

THE LOST KING (M)

Mon: 2:20 PM, 4:35 PM, 6:50 PM

Tue: 12:50 PM, 6:15 PM

Wed: 10:45 AM, 1:15 PM, 5:50 PM

THE MENU (R16)

Thu: 6:35 PM

Fri: 11:15 AM

Mon: 7:25 PM

Wed: 1:10 PM, 6:35 PM

THE NUTCRACKER
AND THE MAGIC FLUTE (PG)

Thu: 11:05 AM

Fri: 11:00 AM
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Te Awamutu
Ph 07 871 5044 Web teawamutu.ljhooker.co.nz

For Sale
$830,000
___________________________________
View
By Appointment Only
___________________________________

299 Pekanui Road
Te Awamutu

Peaceful and Private Haven

Prepare to be captivated and enchanted not
only by spectacular views but also by a chorus of
birdsong, as local tui, kereru, kingfisher, & quail
compete for your attention! Nestled in beautiful
native bush, this well presented 1930's
homestead commands panoramic rural &
mountain views across to Kakepuku, Pirongia &
even Ruapehu on a clear day. Set on 6351m2
(approx.) this property is perfect for those
seeking the peace, privacy & tranquility of
country lifestyle living.

4 2 2 6351m2

LJ Hooker Te Awamutu
(07) 871 5044

Licensed Agent REAA 2008teawamutu.ljhooker.co.nz/1K1KGG8

NEWLISTING

Agent
Mark Weal 027 451 4732

Larger Lifestyle Living - 11.9ha (approx)
Prospective buyers looking for a larger lifestyle or a farm
support property need to look no further. This 11.9ha (approx.)
of flat to easy rolling contour pastures is an open canvas for
future operations whether it is for grazing, cropping or
specialized farming practices.

LJ Hooker Te Awamutu (07) 871 5044
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale $1,300,000 + GST
View By Appointment Only
teawamutu.ljhooker.co.nz

3 2 2 11.9ha

Mark Weal 027 451 4732

848 Bayley Road, Te Awamutu

NEWLISTING

For Sale
$830,000
___________________________________
View
By Appointment Only
___________________________________

320 Racecourse Road
Te Awamutu

Space for all the Family

Built in the 1940's, this solid, lowmaintenance,
roughcast home with aluminium joinery &
double glazing, is close to town & local schools
& is conveniently located for Hamilton
commuters. Tastefully decorated in neutral
tones, prospective buyers will be justifiably
impressed by the sheer size of all of the
rooms. The family lounge is particularly
generous with plenty of space for relaxed
living.

4 2 1

LJ Hooker Te Awamutu
(07) 871 5044

Licensed Agent REAA 2008teawamutu.ljhooker.co.nz/1K13GG8

FORSALE

Agent
Fiona Collins 027 295 4250

Magnificent Views
With an exceptionally smart and stylish design, this brand-
new home was completed in September 2022 and is sure to
impress. Less than 15 mins from Te Awamutu, new owners will
appreciate the peace and tranquillity of country life.

LJ Hooker Te Awamutu (07) 871 5044
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale $1,195,000
View By Appointment Only
teawamutu.ljhooker.co.nz/1JVUGG8

4 2 3 5375m2

Ian Jones 027 447 1758

1195 Pokuru Road Te Awamutu

FORSALE

EffortlessModern Living
Designed for comfort and easy living, this 4 bedroom, brick
home is less than 3 years old and is sure to attract the
attention of retirees or families wanting to move in and
unpack. Featuring a stylish kitchen, 2 bathrooms and open
plan living, all of the hard work is done!

LJ Hooker Te Awamutu (07) 871 5044
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale By Negotiation
View By Appointment Only
teawamutu.ljhooker.co.nz/1JZBGG8

4 2 2

Braden Chick 027 373 7790

1/3 McAndrew Street Kihikihi

FORSALE

Self Sufficient Lifestylewith PrivateQE11 Native Bush
If you are after a very private self sufficient lifestyle which is a
short drive of thirteen kilometres to Otorohanga then this
property is for you consisting of approximately 106ha of QEll
protected bush, 7ha fenced off bush and 30ha of rolling to
steep grazing land.

LJ Hooker Te Awamutu (07) 871 5044
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale $1,500,000 + GST
View By Appointment Only
teawamutu.ljhooker.co.nz/1JTSGG8

3 2 3 143.25ha

Mark Weal 027 451 4732

412 Bromley Road Otorohanga

FORSALE
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