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225 Rickit Rd, Te Awamutu, phone (07) 870 6006 - 027 222 2664

DEANE MARK
AUTO ELECTRICAL

      Auto Electrical Air Conditioning
      Audio Batteries
      Alarms Diagnostics

Keep your vehicle running at 
optimal performance saving
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Passionate about paint

TC210612DB02

HAPPY in his work: Carpainter Reece David masks a customer’s car in the paint booth at Tony Fabish Panelworks.

R
eece David has always wanted to
be a carpainter — and now it is
confirmed he is one of the best.

The 21-year-old has been selected
to represent Waikato at the WorldSkills
New Zealand National Finals in the
automotive finishing skills category.
Reece first started worked at Tony

Fabish Panelworks through the Te
Awamutu College Gateway Pro-
gramme.
He then went straight from school

into a State Insurance sponsored
apprenticeship with the Te Awamutu
business and completed his qualifi-
cation last year.

Reece is into his cars — Mazdas to
be precise — and drives and old school
626 at present.
He’s had rotaries, but says the 626

is reliable and more economical.
He also enjoys taking care of other

people’s ‘pride and joy’ and upskilling
himself so he can do a better job.
The WorldSkills Competition is a

test of practical skill and knowledge.
Reece says in the preliminary con-

test he was given a task and judged on
all aspects of his performance: work-
manship, health and safety knowledge
and product knowledge.
To ensure he does himself, Tony

Fabish Panelworks and waikato proud
Reece is attending Wintec every
Tuesday and Thursday for extra train-
ing to hone his skills with their tutors.
He also thanks Resene Auto and

Light Industrial technical sales special-
ist Andy Pryor for assisting him in his
preparation — teaching him about the
paint system that will be used for the
National Contest.
Reece will compete in that contest

in Christchurch from July 4-7.
Following the finals a New Zealand

team will be chosen to represent the
country at the WorldSkills Interna-
tional Finals in Leipzig, Germany.

Waikato Toyota

29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. Tel: 07 872 0017 
A/H: Duncan Fraser - Branch Manager 0275 65 65 65

A/H: Craig Dove - Vehicle Sales 021 034 2775

PRADO VX
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

$79,990*

PRADO VX
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

$79,990*

HILUX 4WD
SR5 D/CAB DIESEL, MANUAL

$49,995*

LAND CRUISER 
200VX WAGON

$116,500* HIACE ZL
DIESEL MANUAL

$41,990*

Visit your local Toyota dealer

or visit Toyota.co.nz/greatoffers

Ask you dealer about financing with Toyota 

Financial Sercises today

GREAT VALUE ACROSS OUR ENTIRE RANGE

+FREE 3YR SERVICE PLAN

+30% OFF GENUINE ACCESSORIES

LANDCRUISER 70
CAB/CHASSIS

$63,000*
ACCESSORIES
NOT INCLUDED

8759238AA

410 Bond Road, Te Awamutu
PH 871 5069 • FAX 871 4069

TONY FABISH 
PANELWORKS

TO NY FAB I S H
His years of experience ensure 

your vehicle is fully repaired 
back to factory specifi cations

• State of the Art Autorobot Chassis
Alignment System

• Your local Smith & Smith Autoglass
service centre 

• Repair small chips and cracks in your 
car windscreen

• Vero • AA  • SIS  
• AMP • Axiom • Lumley Insurance 
• Tower Insurance  • Farmers Mutual Group 
• AMI Insurance  • NZI Insurance  
• State insurance

A RECOMMENDED REPAIRER FOR

Had an AccidentHad an Accident 
Need a Tow TruckNeed a Tow Truck  
Need a Courtesy CarNeed a Courtesy Car
WindscreenWindscreen ChippedChipped
or Brokenor Broken
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WHEEL ALIGNMENTS
now available at TML!

HUNTER WHEEL

ALIGNMENT SYSTEM 

is the latest technology available and

allows our NZQA qualifi ed technicians 

to provide the best possible service.
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For the safety of your vehicle and to maximise 
the life of your tyres we recommend a wheel 
alignment every 15,000km. For many modern 
vehicles perfect wheel alignment is essential for 
correct functioning of your car’s ESP system.

For ALL your vehicle service
requirements see TML today!

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS LTD
SERVICE DEPARTMENT
PHONE 870 1362 - DIRECT LINE
Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.00pm, Sat 9.00am-1.00pm.
CHURCHILL STREET, TE AWAMUTU
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Let the apprentice
battle commence

T
heMotor Trade Association (MTA) is encouraging
automotive businesses to put forward their top
apprentices to battle it out and find the best in the

industry in this year’s Apprentice of the Year
competition.
The long runningMTAApprentice of the Year Award

rewards the skills of talented apprentices and
recognise employers who are investing in the future of
the industry. Apprentices compete in a challenging, but
fun and practical competition. Each apprentice is
required to complete a book work test, practical
challenges and attend a panel interview.
2011 winner Michael Paaymans has reaped the

benefits. After working with Greg Murphy’s team at
Sandown, he says the most rewarding part of the trip
was repairing damaged vehicles.
‘‘I got to see how they build and repair their race

cars, and see what was involved at each stage. It was
a real eye opener and a lot of fun,’’ said Michael.
‘‘I would definitely recommend entering the contest

to other apprentices. Even though it is hard to
challenge yourself against others in the industry, for the
time it takes to enter, it’s worth it. And who knows, you
just might be in with a chance.’’
Michael adds that completing an apprenticeship

has been invaluable.
‘‘It’s an excellent qualification and skill to have, and

once you have done one, you will always have it.’’
This year Michael started an engineering degree at

the University of Waikato, while also working part time
for John McIntyre Racing on the V8 SuperTourers.
The winner of this year’s competition will work

alongside the Greg Murphy Racing team at the Sydney
Telstra 500, receive $3500 cash, potential study grant
from MITO, and more. There are also prizes for the
business owner and runners up.
‘‘We’ve seen some of New Zealand’s top

apprentices come through this competition, and the
standard just keeps getting better,’’ says Murph.
‘‘It is critical that we maintain high skill levels in

automotive apprentices. Not only do they need to have
the right set of skills, but they also need to have the
right attitude. Michael Paaymans is a great example of
this.’’

■ Entries closeMonday, July 30. The competition is
run byMTAwith assistance fromRepco,MITO,
Weltec, Telecom, andApparelMaster. Formore
information or to nominate online visit
www.mta.org.nz/apprenticechallenge.

New to New Zealand Ford Kuga

BY DEAN TAYLOR

I
ts being promoted as
the all-new Ford Kuga—
but in fact the Focus

based family SUV has been
around for some time over-
seas and will be replaced
soon in European markets
by the Escape.
However, it is here now

and whatever the Ford poli-
tics that made it happen, it
is worth it.
There is one model on

offer — the Ford Kuga
Titanium.
I drove Fairview Motors

Kuga and I do believe it is
the first five cylinder car I
had been in.
The Kuga is powered by

the 2.5 litre five cylinder
turbo engine designed by
Volvo and a hit in the hot
Focus XR5.
It makes 147kW of

power and 320Nm of
torque (detuned from the
Focus) — but enough to
give the Kuga some serious
go.
Only transmission

option is a five speed
automatic and it is full time

all wheel drive.
Official fuel economy

figures are a tad over
10l/100km — so it screams
diesel option, but there
isn’t one.
But you do get a

premium interior package
that includes high-grade
leather upholstery, dual-
zone climate air-

conditioning, fold-up tray
tables for the kids in the
back and Bluetooth con-
nectivity with voice control.
The Kuga is stylish and

ticks lots of boxes.
Riding on unique 19’’

alloys, the Kuga looks pur-
poseful and practical.
It has the Ford family

look, while maintaining

some individuality.
It’s comfortable and

practical, with a 60/40
partitioned rear seat and
handy split tailgate, with
separate-opening glass
section.
Ford offer plenty of

aftermarket equipment to
further enhance the looks,
practicality and safety of

your Kuga.
It is fun to drive and I

agree with experts that is
one of the best-handling
and riding cars in its seg-
ment.
The Kuga also has a

myriad of modern safety
features as standard and
has a Euro NCAP 5-star
safety rating.

Fieldays offers available until 30th June 2012, while stocks last. These special prices are not available in conjunction with any other offers. Driveaway prices include 12 months

registration, WOF and a full tank of fuel. Kuga Titanium RRP $53,990, Falcon XR6 (MkII) RRP $53,990, Territory TX RWD RRP $49,990 and Focus Ambiente RRP $35,490.
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ROSETOWN HOLDEN
Corner Churchill & Mahoe St • Te Awamutu • Ph (07) 871 5143
A/h: • Stu Tervit (07) 871 4700, 0274 827 856 • John Hare (07) 871 3794, 0274 427 856

• Allan Paterson (07) 871 3956, 0274 427 853.  Email: tmlsales@xtra.co.nz

OPEN 7 DAYS INCLUDING SUNDAYS

Offers end 31st July 2012 or while stocks last at participating Dealers. Offer not available in conjunction with any other offer or discount and is available to private customers only. Advertised models are MY12 SV6 Ute, MY12 Commodore SV6 Sedan, MY11 Captiva, 

MY12 Cruze CDX Petrol Sedan and MY13 All-new Colorado LT 4x4 Crew Cab Manual. MY12 Cruze CDX Sedan Petrol Auto comes with a full size 16” steel spare wheel.
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•  An engine’s TIMING BELT is vital to its operation

•  A worn or broken TIMING BELT means engine failure and  

 in most instances it will result in costly engine repairs not to  

mention the inconvenience of a breakdown

•  We service all makes and models

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS LTD
Phone 871 5048 Direct Line 870 1362

Monday-Friday 7.30am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-12noon
CHURCHILL STREET, TE AWAMUTU

Make the change every 
4 years or 80,000kms

Change your TIMINGTIMING BELTBELT

BEFORE IT BREAKS!
and drastically changes your bank balance

8759280AA

Sign up for 6 display adverts during June, July and August and then get

7th advert forFREEFREE
Advertise your specials and services in the Te Awamutu Courier and see the results for yourself.

1/8 Page $165+gst (usually $215)

1/4 Page $265+gst (usually $385)

1/2 Page $445+gst (usually $585)

Full Page $745+gst (usually $1080)
(You may mix ‘n’ match your advert sizes - your free adverts will be the average of advert sizes appearing)

* New sign-ups only - excludes existing weekly contract commitments

To qualify for these AMAZING rates  contact the advertising team today

PHONE 871 5151
Ask for Dorinda, Julie or Alan and say...

“I want the Winter Sales Blitz deal” 
and you’re in!

CourierTe Awamutu

BlitzBBlliittzz
SalesSales

Don’t let your business hibernate over winterDon’t let your business hibernate over winter

*

Bugatti Type 43— first genuine 100mph car brought back to life
BY DEAN TAYLOR

I
twas almost five years ago that DriveBy first took an in-depth look
at the exceptional skills of Nordell Restorations owner David
Nordell.
In September, 2007 he was putting the finishing touches to a rare

1926 Wills Sainte Claire
Cabriolet Roadster with a
Phillips Coach body for an
American client.
Only about 70 to 80

Wills exist in America, and
only three with the Phillips
body.
As the Wills was rolling

out the door it was written
that the next long-term
project coming to the
Nordell Restorations work-
shop was a Bugatti Type
43.
That car has just been

completed, the result of
three years concentrated
effort, and was recently
unveiled at a function in
the Bay of Plenty.
It is a 1929 Type 43

Bugatti Grand Sport — one
of just 160 of this model
ever made.
Mr Nordell says this car

was the first genuine
100mph sports car — the
Enzo Ferrari of its day.
Bugatti wanted a four

seater sports car for his

affluent clients, with race car performance.
Italian born Ettore Bugatti formed the marque in France in 1909.
His favourite saying was ‘weight is the enemy’ so Bugattis were

regarded as ahead of their time in many ways.
While many makers were building larger engines to create the

power to go faster, Bugatti was looking at technology.
The Type 43 uses a 2.3 litre, straight eight, overhead

camshaft engine.
It has a roller bearing crankshaft and a multi valve

(two inlet and one exhaust) head—plus a supercharger.
This ran through a four speed, non synchro, straight

cut manual gearbox — an engine and transmission set-
up similar to the Type 35B Formula One car of the day.
This car came into his workshop as a collection of

parts assembled by a Swiss owner over 20 years.
The parts were purchased by an overseas client, who

escapes the European winters in New Zealand, and
commissionedNordell Restorations ‘tomake them into a
car’.
Mr Nordell has a passion for the Bugatti.
He says they were well designed and well built in

their day and therefore while many weren’t made, a
good proportion have survived.
A huge part of building a beautiful car like the Type

43 is research.
Mr Nordell learns as much as possible about the cars he builds to

ensure they are as authentic as possible.
And he takes control of the whole process.
‘‘I don’t do paint and I don’t do upholstery — but I know what I

want,’’ he says.
‘‘I chose colours, material and styles and explain everything in

detail so it is exactly as it should be.’’
Everything else is done in-house—evenmaking the parts that are

no longer able to be found or restored.
A big part of the process is problem solving, using old images and

research to work out how something works.
And he is meticulous

about every single com-
ponent, right down to
making nuts and bolts
that replicate what was
used originally.
But while the cars are

old school, and Nordell
Restorations employ
craftsman like skills, Mr
Nordell is also happy to
use modern technology

to make sure everything is right.
When the engine of the Type 43 was started it wasn’t running

properly.
Today you plug in the computer and it identifies the issues.
Mr Nordell borrowed a thermal imaging camera, took photos of

the engine running and identified which cylinders weren’t operating
by the heat patterns of the exhaust.
He then worked on the magneto until the imagery showed all

eight cylinders were doing their job and the engine now runs better
than ever.
Mr Nordell says the images were instant and conclusive, and

enabled the issues to be thoroughly sorted.
TYPE 44 STABLEMATE

Alongside the Type 43 in the
Nordell restorations workshop is the
1929 Type 44.
A similar car, the Type 44 runs a

3-litre non-supercharged straight
eight and four speed transmission.
This car has had a full mechanical

restoration including brakes and
brake cams, king pins, new spiral cut
crown wheel and pinion, new gears
and shafts for the gearbox, a new
mulitiplate clutch, and complete
engine rebuild with many internal
components having to be re-
manufactured.
Performance is similar to the Type

43 and a ride in the car showed what
a wonderful machine the Bugatti is.

I was privileged to
be taken on the open
road in the open car and
amazed how well it
handled and the level of
performance.
This was certainly a

‘hot’ car for its day and
the experience was one
to remember.
The noise of the

straight eight and the
close relationship with
the road and elements
is a reminder of what a
pleasure motoring can
be.
Next up for Nordell

Restorations is a Type
54 5.0 Litre straight
eight super charged
Bugatti.
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16 Huiputea Drive, Otorohanga

Phone 07 873 8066

Merv Carr 027 333 1942

or Kelly Meads 027 633 1942

Visit www.jimwrightnissan.co.nz

NEW & USED CAR SALES

PETROL & DIESEL VEHICLE SERVICING

ALL WOF REQUIREMENTS

COMPETITIVE FINANCE RATES

FOR ALL BIKE SERVICINGFOR ALL BIKE SERVICING
• FARM  •  TRAIL  •  ROAD
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Farm Machinery Centre
www.norwood.co.nz/teawamutu

TELEPHONE  HAMILTON TOLL FREE 859 OHAUPO ROAD FACSIMILE
07 872 0232 07 849 6000 TE AWAMUTU 07 871 8190

We at Norwood have been
servicing all brands of bikes

for the last 20 years

LOU BROWN OUR TRAINED TECHNICIAN 

will go the extra mile to ensure 
your satisfaction.

TECHNICIANS: 
SAM HUNTER 
& LOU BROWN.

BOOK NOW FOR OUR 
SUMMER SERVICE SPECIALS

TC210612DB06A

NISSAN ST-X 550 — the last word apparently.

Fieldays 2012 a
showcase for
newmodels

TC210612DB06B

YEP — it’s a two litre, straight four Ford EcoBoost engine as found in the
Focus, Mondeo — and Falcon (above).

A
ll the major motoring manufac-
turers take the opportunity to
showcase their new models

alongside the existing line-up at
National Fieldays — and with more
than 120,000 visitors, why not?
Nissan showed off the impressive

550Nm Navara while Ford had their
new EcoBoost World engine — now
featuring in turbocharged form in a
Falcon — as well the startling new
Focus ST (which was on show at
Fieldays).
In the Falcon it makes 179kW of

power and 353Nm of torque, so
imagine what the Focus is like with
184kW and 360 Nm peak torque.Ford
expect more than 90 per cent of its

global nameplates to be available with
an EcoBoost option in 2013.
These new engines combine direct

injection, turbocharging and variable
valve timing to maximise performance
and torque while improving fuel
economy and reducing CO2
emissions.
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WHAREPAPA SOUTH  -  Phone: 872 2560 Fax: 872 2570

PHONE FRANK OR STU TODAY - 07 872 2560

Your bike service specialists
ROAD BIKES - FARM BIKES - DIRT BIKES

We also service cars, trucks and tractors 

Tyres ......................... Cars, Tractors, Trucks

W.O.F. ................................... While you wait

Exhausts ...................Repair or replacement

Clutch and Brake Repairs and overhauls

TYRES FITTED

WHILE YOU WAIT!
FREE coffee at Bryce’s Cafe 

while we fi t your tyres

NEW CEMB K22 
Motorcycle 
Wheel Balancer
- the most accurate    
  machine available!
• TYRES

   - all brands available

• Servicing

• Rebuilds

• WOF

• Parts & 
   Accessories

$50
+GST  HOURLY RATE

CHEAPEST IN THE WAIKATO!

TC210612DB08A

(BELOW) NON-MECHANICAL
tip-tray for your ute anyone?

TC210612DB08B

(LEFT) NO cage, one cage,
two cages — you chose.

Kiwis
full
of
good
ideas
I
f a Kiwi bloke has a vehicle,
then chances are they have
thought of something that

would make it better.
And if it is a ute, what better

place to show the idea off than
Fieldays?

No bull — classic
cars cruise to bar

TC210612DB07C

MONTHLY cruise to Hamilton’s Cock & Bull is well patronised.

Got a cool car, or a cool motoring story?
Txt 021 241 4568
Insert TAC before your message

Make it brief and include name

email: dean.taylor@teawamutucourier.co.nz

O
ne of the regular
petrolhead events on the
waikato calendar is the

cruise to Hamilton’s Cock & Bull.
Participants are welcome

from 5pm on the last Thursday of
everymonth—only rule is the car
has to be a ‘classic’, anything
from an old Austin or a classic
Corvette — so long as they are
special and loved.
We took the XY falcon for a

cruise last month— our first time
—and despite the wintry weather
there was a good turnout of
vehicles and people.
Hospitality was warm and the

Cock & Bull team knew how to
make us feel welcome and look
after us.

If you have a special vehicle
you want to drive and enjoy there
are events on a weekly basis that

you can participate in. Best place
to check Petrolhead — and its
free.
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GREAT DEALS IN KIHIKIHIGREAT DEALS IN KIHIKIHI

41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi   Ph: 07 871 8183   Mob: 0275 025 025   Email: townandcountry@clear.net.nz

$39995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

2002 Toyota Landcruiser VX LTD
100 series  4.2 Ltr Turbo Diesel 

7 seat leather interior 

Ultimate tow

Vehicle

1995 Nissan Safari
2.8 Ltr Turbo Diesel & 5 Speed manual

Wide Body SWB on mags

with tints

All set with 

Tow Bar

$9995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

2002 Mazda MPV
Limited edition high spec sports model

Full body kit and alloy wheels

7 seat sport interior 

$10995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$4995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

1996 Holden Commodore VS
Good looking sedan on Alloys 

Grunty 3.8Ltr with

Big Bore Exhaust 

$5995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

1997 Subaru Legacy Wagon
2Ltr Turbo and 5 Speed manual

Tri spoke alloys

with full body kit

$8995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$5995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$5995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

2004 VW Passat 
Safe luxurious powerful wagon

NZ new One owner

in stunning condition

2000 Ford Mondeo
2ltr 5 speed manual Lift back 

NZ new One owner 

Fantastic

condition

1995 Nissan Skyline
2Ltr 5 speed manual Coupe 

Dark red mica on Alloys

2004 Ford Falcon BA
4Ltr powered sedan in Blue on

new 18”Alloys, ABS brakes,

Dual Air Bags

and handy

Tow Bar

$10995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

View our stock at: www.townandcountrymotors.co.nz  
8760430AA

New RUC negates
diesel advantages
O

wners of light diesel vehicles
have again lost out according
to theMotor Trade Association

(MTA).
They have been denied the full

benefit of the inherent fuel efficiency
of their vehicles with government’s
decision to retain a flat line approach
to Road User Charges (RUC).
Transport Minister Gerry

Brownlee announced changes to
RUC, set to take effect from August 1,
that would simplify the process for
everyone who uses it. Part of these
changes will see the RUC rate for
light diesel vehicles increase to $48
per 1000km.
Currently diesel vehicles less

than two tonnes pay $44.31 per
1000km. Vehicles between two and
three tonnes pay $46.51 per 1000 km
while vehicles between three and
four tonnes pay $49.29 per 1000 km.
Diesel vehicles typically enjoy a

fuel efficiency advantage over petrol
equivalents of around 30 per cent.
MTA spokesman Ian Stronach

says while we weren’t really optimis-
tic that government would change
its view on RUC for light diesel
vehicles, we were hopeful.
‘‘They are searching for more

innovative solutions around vehicle
licensing as part of their current
review,’’ he says.
‘‘We thought they might perhaps

apply the same reasoning to RUC. It
doesn’t appear that this is the case.’’
Government estimates that

around 36 per cent of diesel is used
off-road, by users such as farmers,
manufacturers and marine oper-
ators. They claim that imposing a tax
on all diesel would impose an unfair
burden onto these sectors.
In their view, operating a refund

system would be costly and cumber-
some to administer and involve

compliance costs without any
related benefit.
A refund system, they say, would

also potentially be susceptible to
fraudulent claims.
Mr Stronach says as it currently

stands, the owners of at least
240,000 light diesel vehicles are
faced with the burden of paying for
RUC on a regular basis.
‘‘If having to pay RUC several

times a year, collecting and then
needing to display a unique Distance
License label in the windscreen of
their vehicle is not a costly and
cumbersome system for the majority
of diesel users, then what is?’’ he
says.
At the new rate announced, the

RUC rate for light diesel vehicle
equates to around 32 litres of diesel
per 1000km. For vehicles like the
Ford Fiesta LX Diesel, which has a
rated fuel consumption level of just
4.4 litres per 100km, imposing a flat
line RUC negates much of the
advantage that its high tech engine
provides.
It is effectively being treated the

same as a 2.7 litre Ford Territory TX
Diesel AWD that has a rated fuel
consumption level of 8.8 litres per
100km.
‘‘That hardly makes sense. And

it’s not what most people would
regard as fair either. If the aim is to
encourage smarter transport
solutions, why not take the time to
design a sliding scale of costs for
light diesel vehicles. Many diesels
are providing truly outstanding levels
of fuel economy, and they represent
a realistic and affordable technology
option formany owners. At least they
would be if they weren’t being
penalised by a one size fits all
approach from government,’’ says
Mr Stronach.

My pride and joy 1979Mazda RX7

I
t was exactly three years ago this
month that DriveBy featured Mazda
fanatic Ryan Padmanwith his Pride and

Joy — a Mazda B1600.
In that story a rusty RX7 was

mentioned — the car that gave up its 12A
rotary engine for the B1600.
Also mentioned was the fact that Ryan

had quite a few Mazdas, but that wasn’t
going to stop him keeping his eye out for
more unusual models to add to his
collection.
That is exactly what happened when a

mate offered a 1979 Series 1 RX7. It was a
shell in primer and about 20 boxes of
parts, but they weren’t going to fit at the
new home.
Ryan had a look and immediately

envisioned a mustard RX7 on black hot
wires.
The shell and parts were dragged into

town and immediately he began checking
to see what he had and what wasmissing.
It was a real mixture — lots of parts

and spares in some areas, but nothing in
others, including no nuts and bolts. Not
one.
Luckily he still had the aforementioned

rusty RX7 which became a donor for this
project.
It’s engine was taken back out of the

B1600 and replaced with another rotary.
Ryan says he wanted an original RX7

motor in the car.
It was stripped and rebuilt as a

Bridgeport with new apex and oil seals
and springs.
Ryan is more than happy with the

result.
Meanwhile Gus Bain at Fleet Image

started to apply the paint - mustard for the
body and matt black for everything else.
Rear brakes and all brake lines, axles,

wheels and glass (except windscreen)
came off the donor car.
He had to buy a new windscreen and

some of the finishing bits and pieces, but
overall says between the two cars and
various parts had everything he needed
and didn’t need to spend a great deal of
extra money.
Original gearbox and differential

stayed.
Ryan says the cars are pretty simple,

but that makes them easy to work on and
rebuild — plus there are a fair few

interchangeable parts.
He got the car on the road in march

and enjoys getting it out of town and
cruising on the open road.
Ryan says it has come out almost

exactly as he wanted.
A good deal of help and advice came

from Paul Young, another Mazda fanatic
with heaps of knowledge, plus his dad,
and John Dixon Motors owner and boss,
Danny. And, of course, for the right price
the RX7 could be yours.


