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NISSAN CROSSES SUV WITH HOT HATCHNISSAN CROSSES SUV WITH HOT HATCH

225 Rickit Road, Te Awamutu, phone (07) 870 6006 - 027 222 2664

DEANE MARK
AUTO ELECTRICAL

      Auto Electrical Air Conditioning
      Audio Batteries
      Alarms Diagnostics

Keep your vehicle running at 
optimal performance saving 
you $$$
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Ingham Mitsubishi TE AWAMUTUMITSUBISHI
MOTORS

Arawata St, Te Awamutu (next to Mobil)  PHONE 07 871 5630
A/Hrs:  Trevor Hose: 021 298 4271 - Mike Gibson: 027 574 6253  -  www.inghamdriven.com

ALL OUR USED VEHICLES UNDERGO A 63 POINT MECHANICAL INSPECTION
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Well, one of these sparkling jewels could just be

yours

2011 Mitsubishi ASX LS 2WD
 15,000kms with Alloys & 17,000kms with Tow-Bar, 2.0L DOHC MIVEC Engine, 
6-Speed CVT with Sports Mode, Only 7.9L/100km fuel economy, 5-Star ANCAP 
Rated Safety, 7 Air-Bags (Driver, passenger, side, curtain and drivers knee), 
Alarm, Immobiliser, Active Stability Control, Hill Start Assist, Brake Assist, 
Keyless Entry, ISO-FIX Child Seat Attachments, Tether Anchor x 3, Rear LED 
Lamps, Cruise control, CD Player Plus much much more.

*Finance from $132.00 per week
*Finance based on $5,900.00 deposit 
(Or trade in) and payable over 60 months. 
(Normal lending criteria applies)

They sayDiamondsare a Girls Best Friend

ROSE RED
$29,500

KINGFISHER BLUE
$30,500

FOR ALL BIKE SERVICINGFOR ALL BIKE SERVICING
• FARM  •  TRAIL  •  ROAD
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Farm Machinery Centre
www.norwood.co.nz/teawamutu

 TELEPHONE  HAMILTON TOLL FREE 859 OHAUPO ROAD FACSIMILE
 07 872 0232 07 849 6000 TE AWAMUTU 07 871 8190

BOOK NOW FOR OUR 
SUMMER SERVICE SPECIALS

We at Norwood have been
servicing all brands of bikes

for the last 20 years

LOU BROWN OUR TRAINED TECHNICIAN will

go the extra mile to ensure your satisfaction.

Classic Car Show returns
W

aikato Triumph
Car Club’s annual
Classic car Show

returns to Waipa Race-
course on Sunday, April 1.
The club has invited the

owners of more than 70
cars to the show, but any-
one with a classic car is
welcome to attend and
show their vehicle.
It is also a Swap Meet,

so there is something for
everyone.
gates open at 7.30am

and entry for show car and
driver is a gold coin dona-
tion. Passengers and pub-
lic are $5, plus $10 fro a
swap stall. Under 12s are
free.
The event is a

fundraiser for the Westpac

waikato Air Ambulance and
the day also features a
‘jaws of life’ display by Te

Awamutu Fire Brigade at
1pm.
For further information

contact Frank (027 289
5996) or Reg (07 827
6766).



BY DEAN TAYLOR

New Nissan Juke lives up to promise

I
t isn’t very often a whole new model is launched by a
car maker— so when it happens it can be very exciting,
or completely wrong.
In the case of the new Nissan Juke it is pretty exciting.
We first saw the car at National Fieldays in June and it

looked good.
Now having driven the Ti model from Otorohanga’s Jim

Wright Nissan it is fair to say the drive lives up to the
looks.
The Juke was designed in Europe and shares its

platform with the Renault Clio.
It is an assured drive, with high riding position but little

body roll to match. The only downside is the slightly firm
ride — but it isn’t off-putting.
I read that the Juke is a Tiida replacement — my

company car is a Tiida and I’d like a Juke thanks.
The Tiida has a bigger 1.8 litre engine, but performance

from the 1.6 litre petrol Juke with CVT gearbox was
perfectly acceptable.
But where the Tiida looks nana-ish, the Juke is funky.
New Zealand only gets front wheel drive and the

1.6/CVT combination as it is seen as more of a city hatch
here.
Interestingly, while AWD is available overseas, the

designers found most people wanted the styling cues of
an SUV but didn’t need AWD for everyday use.
The engine makes 86kW of power and produces

158Nm of torque, and economy is rated at 6.3l/100km.
It is designed to be roomy and sporty — and has

succeeded.
The lines of the car evoke a coupe look, while much of

the interior work is around creating space.
Front room is excellent and rear space better than

expected.
The boot is great, with extra underfloor space available

because there’s no spare wheel — just an emergency tyre
filler system.
Rear seats fold of course to create a huge space.
Driving is pretty simple, no key to start or stop, just a

button, and Drive or Low.
But there are three economy settings and a clever

electronic display for the Ti.
Push Normal, Sport or Economy to reset the car’s

computers to achieve different levels of performance and
the display also shows what is going on.
Push Climate and the same buttons change colour and

display to run the AirCon, heater etc.
It also has a good sound system, with steering wheel

mounted controls, Bluetooth and Cruise Control —
standard on all models.
The ST rides on 16’’ steel wheels, while the Ti gets a set

of 17’’ alloys.
Other standard features include rain sensing wipers,

front fog lights and leather steering wheel — and enough
safety equipment to earn a five-star Euro NCAP rating.
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16 Huiputea Drive, Otorohanga

Ph 07 873 8066, Merv Carr 027 333 1942

or Kelly Meads 027 633 1942

Visit www.jimwrightnissan.co.nz

NEW & USED CAR SALES

PETROL & DIESEL VEHICLE SERVICING

ALL WOF REQUIREMENTS

COMPETITIVE FINANCE RATES



•  An engine’s TIMING BELT is vital to its operation

•  A worn or broken TIMING BELT means engine failure and  
 in most instances it will result in costly engine repairs not to  
mention the inconvenience of a breakdown

•  We service all makes and models

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS LTD
Phone 871 5048 Direct Line 870 1362

Monday-Friday 7.30am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-12noon
CHURCHILL STREET, TE AWAMUTU

Make the change every 
4 years or 80,000kms

Change your TIMINGTIMING BELTBELT
BEFORE IT BREAKS!

and drastically changes your bank balance

8601068AA

ROSETOWN HOLDENROSETOWN HOLDEN
Corner Churchill & Mahoe St • Te Awamutu • Ph (07) 871 5143
A/h: • Stu Tervit (07) 871 4700, 0274 827 856 • John Hare (07) 871 3794, 0274 427 856

       • Allan Paterson (07) 871 3956, 0274 427 853.  Email: tmlsales@xtra.co.nz
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OPEN 7 DAYS INCLUDING SUNDAYS

Get in before
they run out

Offers end 31st March 2012 or while stocks last at participating Dealers. Offers 
not available in conjunction with any other offer or discount and available to private 
customers only. ^The advertised pricing is for the following models Spark CD, Cruze 
1.8L CD Sedan Auto, Barina CD Manual, Captiva 7 SX Petrol, Captiva 5 Petrol Auto. 
*Driveaway pricing includes a tank of fuel, WOF and private registration.

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ
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Cambridge Cruise Nig

(BELOW RIGHT) M

TC080312DB04C

COURIER workmate Julie Jackson likes Chevs, partner Maurice is a Ford man, so at least they could agree
about a Hudson Terraplane.

CAMBRIDGE Cruise Nights are for cruising, viewing and chewing

BY DEAN TAYLOR

N
eighbour ing
Stragglers Rod and
Kus tom C lub ’ s

monthly Cambridge Cruise
Night are proving a popu-
lar summer attraction in
the Town of Trees.
The build-up to Christ-

mas was a huge night so
we decided to take the XY
Falcon to the first event for
2012 and had a thoroughly
enjoyable evening.
The club holds the

even t on the f i r s t
Wednesday of each month
over summer. It starts at

6pm when all classic and
cus tom veh i c l es a re
inv i t ed to pa rk in
Cambridge’s main street
and enjoy some music,
local food and beverage
and enjoy a social evening.
The event is pretty low

key, but it does make for a
good show and plenty of
people come out to see
everyone cruise in and out.
DriveBy sales rep Julie

Jackson and her partner
Maurice joined us in their
XA Falcon and we ran into
mutual friends from Mata-
mata and had a great
dinner and chinwag —
after a couple of curcuits
of the cars.last cruise for
the year is Wednesday,
April 4. It’s worth a look.

(BELOW) PLENTY
Deluxe.

NEIL GOODRICK
Mob (027) 292 9040

ngoodrick@wilksbrooke.co.nz

GRANT WILKS
Mob (027) 4 948 672
gwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

132 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. Phone 871 3079

86
00

99
0A

A

MaZDZDa CX-5
IS ARRIVINGIS ARRIVING
END OF THEEND OF THE
MONTHMONTH
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ght a great way to mix-and-mingle

TC080312DB04D

MY XY was in good company.
TC080312DB04A/B

CLASSIC ‘50s Buick and retro Lilliput caravan — perfect.

TC080312DB04F

the fat.

TC080312DB04E

Y of period extras makes this 40’s Chevrolet Special



Town & Country Motors Waikato Ltd
41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi   Ph: 07 871 8183   Mob: 0275 025 025   Email: townandcountry@clear.net.nz

GREAT DEALS IN KIHIKIHIGREAT DEALS IN KIHIKIHI

View our stock at: www.townandcountrymotors.co.nzView our stock at: www.townandcountrymotors.co.nz  

$6995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$9995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$9995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$4995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$6995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$8995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$7995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

$11995
OR NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

2002 Mitsubishi Lancer
New Zealand new vehicle

with only one owner in

original condition.

Priced to sell

at only...

1996 Holden Commodore VS
Berlina sedan with tow bar on

alloy wheels. 3.8 Litre

& automatic

transmission.

Dual air bags

and ABS

brakes.

Fresh stock arriving daily:

Remember: view www.townandcountrymotors.co.nz
For more vehicle details and photos

1998 Toyota Harrier
Stylish comfortable SUV in silver

metallic. Full electrics, dual

air bags & ABS

brakes. Smooth

3ltr V6 & 

automatic

transmission.

2000 Mitsubishi Charriot Grandis
7 seat multi person vehicle.

Alloy wheels, tints and

spoiler kit. Perfect for the

growing family.

8600977AA

1999 Toyota Caldina GTT
2.0ltr Turbo 5 speed manual.

Dual air bags, ABS brakes.

Air conditioning.

Very nice in crisp

white with

full body kit.

2004 Holden Commodore VY
High spec Acclaim model in nice blue colour. 

3.8 Litre V6 & automatic transmission.

A great drive, sure to impress.

1989 Honda Prelude 2ltr Auto new WOF ..............$1,495
1994 Mitsubishi Galant sedan 2ltr auto ...............$3,995
1995 Honda Odyssey 7 seat wagon ....................$4,995
1996 Subaru Legacy Sedan 2ltr auto ....................$4,995
1997 Toyota Caldina 2ltr 5 speed ........................$4,995
1995 Nissan Terrano SUV 3.2ltr Diesel ..................$7,995

2000 Honda Odyssey
Roomy 7 seater on 6 spoke

alloy’s.  Full electrics

& CD player.

Kihikihi special!

Was $9,995

out it goes

1999 Toyota Altezza
Desirable 6 speed Manual.

2.0Litre Dual VVTI

Beams engine.

Original well

cared for

 condition.

410 Bond Road, Te Awamutu
PH 871 5069 • FAX 871 4069

TONY FABISH 
PANELWORKS

TO NY FAB I S H
His years of experience ensure 

your vehicle is fully repaired 
back to factory specifi cations

• State of the Art Autorobot Chassis Alignment System
• Your local Smith & Smith Autoglass service centre 
• Repair small chips and cracks in your car windscreen

• Vero • AA  • SIS  
• AMP • Axiom • Lumley Insurance 
• Tower Insurance • Farmers Mutual Group 
• AMI Insurance  • NZI Insurance  
• State insurance

A RECOMMENDED REPAIRER FOR

Had an AccidentHad an Accident 
Need a Tow TruckNeed a Tow Truck  
Need a Courtesy Car
WindscreenWindscreen 
Chipped or BrokenChipped or Broken
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New driving test
more challenging,
and harder to pass
T
he NZ Transport Agency is reminding
young and novice drivers that new
practical driving tests that came into

force last month will be much more
challenging and harder to pass than current
tests.
NZTA chief executive Geoff Dangerfield

said the new test had been specifically
designed to improve safety by encouraging
learner drivers to clock up at least 120 hours
of supervised practice before they sit the test,
and he reminded drivers that they should not
expect to pass the new test unless they had
put in that amount of preparation.
‘‘The new test will be much more

challenging, and a higher standard of driving
will be needed to pass — that is the whole
point, and we make no apologies for that.
This is about making new drivers safer
drivers by encouraging them to take the time
to develop their skills and to build a solid and
a safe foundation before they move on the
next stage of our licensing system.
‘‘The more experience that drivers gain in

the learner licensing phase the less likely
they are to crash when they begin driving
alone. We are doing young people no favours
with a ‘once over lightly’ approach.’’
Research shows that young drivers who

complete 120 hours of supervised practice on
their learner licence have a solo-driving crash
rate 40% lower than thosewho only complete
50 hours.
Young drivers should be practicing with

parents or other experienced drivers in all
possible conditions, including in wet weather
and at night.
‘‘Driving down to the shops and back

simply isn’t enough. 120 hours may seem like
a lot, but over a year it works out at just over
two hours a week. That’s a small investment
to make for reducing the chances of your son
or daughter being involved in a crash.’’
Mr Dangerfield urged learner drivers to

wait until they were properly prepared before
booking an appointment to sit the new test.
‘‘This is a very challenging test, and

people need to ask themselves ‘am I really
ready for this?’ before they book an
appointment to sit the test. The reality is if
you haven’t put in 120 hours supervised
practice, you aren’t ready, and you’re not
likely to pass.’’
Mr Dangerfield said for the next two

months the NZTA would waive the fee for
cancelling or rescheduling tests for drivers
who had already booked appointments to sit
the new test if they decided they needed
more time to prepare, provided notice was
given two working days prior to the
scheduled appointment.
‘‘Wewant to help people get ready for this

and help them with the transition to the new
test. If you’re already booked in to sit your
restricted licence test, but you think you need
more time to practice, let us know and we’ll
reschedule the test at no extra cost.’’
Mr Dangerfield also urged young drivers

and their parents to take advantage of the
free resources available from the NZTA/ACC
online Practice programme
(www.practice.co.nz) which is specifically
aimed at helping young drivers get 120 hours
of supervised driving under their belts before
sitting the restricted test.
‘‘Booking in lessons with a professional

driving instructor can also be part of the
mix. Different people learn in different
ways, and many learner drivers find
lessons with an instructor useful, especi-
ally when starting out and learning basic
car control skills’’.

■ Further information about the content
of the new restricted driver licence test
is available on the NZTA website at
www.nzta.govt.nz/licence/photo/new-
restricted-test.html

20 TE AWAMUTU COURIER, THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2012



Waikato Toyota

29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. Tel: 07 872 0017
AFTER HOURS: Craig Dove - Vehicle Sales 021 034 2775   Duncan Fraser - Branch Manager 0275 65 65 6586
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Come view the new
2012 Toyota Hilux...

...and come view the
2012 Toyota Camry

7th generation Camry a winner

BY DEAN TAYLOR

T
oyota has been selling
the Camry in New Zea-
land for 25 years, and

celebrate with the seventh
generation, and best, model
yet.
The new range

comprises GL, Atara S and
Atara SX models, as well as
two levels of hybrid.
I drove the mid-range

Atara S from Waikato
Toyota and was immedi-
ately impressed that the
media coverage about how
Toyota had listened to its
customers when designing
the new model may have
actually been true.
The new Camry is even

better looking, has more
interior room and storage,
is more powerful and yet
more frugal than the outgo-
ing model.
The GL, S and SX all run

the new 2.5litre four cylin-
der engine that makes
133kW of power and 231Nm
of torque in the base model
and 135kW and 235Nm in
the Atara, while reducing
consumption by more than
10% to 7.8l/100km.
Matched to a six speed

automatic gearbox it is a
terrifically responsive unit
— and sounds great.
I especially like that

engaging the ‘manual’
mode can be done by
simply flicking the steering
wheel mounted paddles,
rather than having to
engage the gear lever first.
It’s quick and simple.
Inside the Atara is a very

nice place to be — there is
heaps of room, controls are
exactly where you expect
them and work exactly as
you would expect them to.
It uses the Smart Key

system, no need to push
any buttons to get in or
insert any keys to start the

engine.
Sound system,

Bluetooth, reversing
camera and Cruise Control
are all excellent.
Toyota have worked

hard not only to maximise
space, but improve visibility
— especially for the driver,

with clever design and by
making the pillars finer.
But none of that is at the

expense of safety — the
camry has a 5 star ANCAP
rating.
On the outside the

Camry rides on 16‘‘ alloys
for the GL and 17’’ alloys for

the Atara. The Atara also
gets skirts, spoiler and twin
exhaust making it attractive
and purposeful.
The boot is huge and

easy to load and chrome
door handles and front fog
lights add to the touch of
class.

Hamilton host
for final time

Give car ‘a boot’

T
he streets of Hamilton will ignite over three days
for the ITM400 Hamilton as the V8 Supercars
Championship hits the track for one ultimate

showdown from April 20 – 22.
This year’s event is set to deliver even more

excitement and explosive action both on and off the
track as Championship driver’s battle through
400kms of unforgiving street racing to claim New
Zealand victory.
Get ready to race by day and rock all night as

legendary rockers INXS come to town to headline the
heart-thumping Saturday night concert.
The ITM400 Hamilton will deliver the whole

package – great value, great racing and great
entertainment.
Don’t miss your opportunity to experience New

Zealand’s biggest annual sporting event when the V8
Supercars battle it out through the inner city streets
of Hamilton for the final time.
Concert entry will be included in three-day and

grandstand tickets.
Kids 12 and under will receive free GA entry with a

paying adult. (Limit 2 children per adult).

T
he days of having to put down bags of shopping in
order to open the car boot could soon be over,
after Ford recently unveiled a door that opens

when the car’s rear bumper is kicked.
Using sensors in the bumper that are programmed

to detect a person’s shin and kicking motion, the boot
door will open as long as the car’s owner has the keys
somewhere on their person.
The technology will put an end to the hassle of

having to put down heavy shopping bags at the end of
a trip or fumble for keys in the rain.
The so called ‘kick-activated automatic tailgate’ will

also work the other way round.
Drivers will be also able to close their boot door

with a gentle kick when they unload their shopping
once they arrive home.
The sensors have been specially programmed only

to respond to a human kick.
This prevents the boot from opening or closing

when an animal runs under the car or when the car hits
a bump in the road.
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406 Alexandra St | TE AWAMUTU | Ph 07 870 2535 | fairviewmotors.co.nz

Grant McConnachie 0274 854 987 | Carolyn Picton 027 264 9512
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TC080312DB02
PIRONGIA CAR SURGEONS’ owner Mark Wheeler with
his own car (left) and his grandparents’ restored car.

Car ‘surgeon’
in operation
BY CATHY ASPLIN

M
ark Wheeler’s passion for cars started when he
was just 12.
He drew pictures, read books, studied magazines

and admired well presented cars.
So it was no surprise that he became part of the motor

vehicle industry when he left school.
He began a panelbeating apprenticeship in 1997 and

after becoming a Certified Panel Beater he worked for
several years in Hamilton.
He decided late last year to look for a premises to start

his own business and is now set up in Pirongia.
‘Pirongia Car Surgeons’ is based in Hanning Road

alongside established motor vehicle business Action
Automotive.
When I arrived the Pirongia Car Surgeons workshop

was immaculate and two impressive cars were parked in
the entranceway.
Both were shining examples of the type of restoration

work Mr Wheeler enjoys.
His own car is a 1972 Holden Torana with a 350 Chevy

motor and adjustable suspension, while the other is a
1969 Holden Premier that belonged to his grandparents
originally and has been lovingly restored by Mr Wheeler
and his brother.
‘‘That’s probably where I inherited my love of cars. My

granny proudly drove that V8 until she was 85 years old.’’
Inside the workshop are vehicles he is currently

working on, including a 1935 Chevrolet sedan which
originally belonged to his Wintec panelbeating tutor.
‘‘It has been stripped back to bare steel, which was

previously covered in rust, and the wooden frame has
been restored. I now have 64 pieces sandblasted ready to
go back onto it.
‘‘It’s definitely a work in progress, but it’s nice to think

I’m working on a vehicle that once belonged to my former
tutor.’’
While it doesn’t ‘look much’ at the moment, Mr

Wheeler shows me a Hot Rod magazine that features an
earlier restoration job.
The stunning vehicle that featured at the Whangamata

Beach Hop reflects the type of work he is capable of.
‘‘I spent 360 hours on the 1934 Ford Coupe, it was a

huge job, but a very pleasing result.’’
As well as being a specialist in restoration work and a

whizz when it comes to rust repairs, Mr Wheeler provides
other services including:
• Insurance repairs
• Panel fabrication
• General welding
• Modification and custom work
• Spray painting
As he is situated alongside Action Automotive the two

businesses can work together on projects.

■ For further details phone Pirongia Car Surgeons (022
659 2195) or call into the workshop at 6 Hanning Road
(off Ormsby Road), Pirongia.

Petrolhead heaven
T

here’s always plenty for petrolheads
to do this time of year so here’s a
rundown of some of the nearby

events.
COROMANDEL CROOZE

This weekend is the Riverside Rodders
Pre ’49 American Coromandel Crooze.
The run starts from Kopu Tavern at

10am Saturday and heads up the western
side to Coromandel township for fishing,
fun and frolicking at the all night BBQ.
Sunday is breakfast and a run to the

eastern coast for lunch and prizegiving.
For more information contact John —

john@nzsignco.co.nz or (07) 850 9077
a/h.

KIWITOWN CRUISERS
WEEKEND ROD RUN

March 16 to 18 is the second Weekend
Rod Run in Otorohanga.
It is based at Mangawhero Road and

includes Friday night BYO takeaways or
sausage sizzle, Saturday’s breakfast, rod
run and lunch, BBQ dinner and party and
concludes on Sunday with breakfast, fun
activities, light lunch, prizegiving and

farewells.
It is an NZHRA sanctioned event.
For more information contact Julie —

julieandtrevor@farmside.co.nz or (07) 873
7569.

HAMILTON HOLDEN CAR SHOW
Holden Special vehicles Inc is staging

the annual hamilton Holden Car Show at
Ebbetts in Anglesea Street on Saturday,
March 24.
The show runs from 10am until 2pm and

is open to all Holden vehicles.
The public is also welcome, space for

cars is limited so contact Ray (027) 231 5847
or signs@waikatosigns.co.nz for details.

MIDDLE ISLAND SWAP MEET
An event with a difference, the Middle

Island Swap Meet at Taupo Equestrian
centre caters for marine items, boats,
trailers, cars, campers as well as the usual
classic and vintage parts.
It runs from 4pm Friday, march 30 until

1pm Sunday, April 1.
It is also a car display.
For details phone (021) 920 934 or (021)

971 822.

Got a cool car, or a cool motoring story?
Txt 021 241 4568
Insert TAC before your message

Make it brief and include name

email: dean.taylor@teawamutucourier.co.nz


