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TREVOR HOSE - 021 298 4271 
a/h 07 872 1770

DAVE MOORE - 021 244 1032

Cnr Mahoe St + Arawata St,
Te Awamutu. Ph 871 5630

INGHAM
Te Awamutu LMVD

2006 Civic 2.0SP

Neutron blue, 2.0L. automatic, 

paddle shift, 4 door,

ABS brakes, climate control, 

air conditioning, multi airbags, 

remote control locking,

6 disc CD.

$27,990
6695790AA

ELECTRONS & NEUTRONS GO TOGETHER – CONSIDER THAT!

6695728AA



Check in...drive on....
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6701848AA

1423 Alexandra St, Te Awamutu
Phone 870 2217

Mon to Fri 8.00am to 5.00pm 
and Sat 8.00 to 12noon

• Warrant of fitness
• Pre-purchase inspection  
• Driver licensing
• Vehicle registration  
• Certificate of fitness
• Road user charges

Check in for
Check in for
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KEEP YOUR VEHICLE 
SAFE ON THE ROAD!
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WORKSHOP ENTRANCE 
AT THE REAR OF BUILDING

PHON E NOW TO MAKE 
YOU R BOOKI NG

07  87 1 - 5 6 3 0
133 ARAWATA STREET
TE AWAMUTU
(next to Mobil service station)

High Grade workshop faci l i ty, 
covering al l  motoring requirements.

•  WOF   •  SERVICES   •  CAMBELTS
•  REGISTRATION  •  PARTS

• ALL GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS

We have two fully qualified senior technicians and an apprentice 
with the total of 34 years experience in the motor trade.

6701861AA

410 Bond Road, Te Awamutu
PH 871 5069 • FAX 871 4069

TONY FABISH 
PANELWORKS

TO NY FA B I S H
His years of experience ensure 

your vehicle is fully repaired 
back to factory specifi cations

Had an AccidentHad an Accident 
Need a Tow TruckNeed a Tow Truck  
Need a Courtesy CarNeed a Courtesy Car
Windscreen Chipped or BrokenWindscreen Chipped or Broken
• State of the Art Autorobot Chassis Alignment System
• Your local Smith & Smith Autoglass service centre 
• Repair small chips and cracks in your car windscreen

• Vero • AA  • SIS  
• AMP • Axiom • Lumley Insurance 
• Tower Insurance • Farmers Mutual Group 
• AMI Insurance  • NZI Insurance  
• State insurance

A RECOMMENDED REPAIRER FOR

6696050AA

Our pride and joy ‘66 Chevrolet Impala SS Coupe

Aren’t deadlines great? For 
the Machell family a forth-
coming wedding  meant 

the 1966 Chevy Impala SS Coupe 
being ‘worked on’ for four years sud-
denly had to be fi nished.

The car was Andre Machell’s, pur-
chased as a runner in the US when he 
was at Camp America in 2004.

He was looking for a good project 
at the right price, and family contacts 
helped buy and ship the car home.

Work had been started, but when 
Andre became engaged to Jen 
Shoobert about six months ago, it 
was wanted for a wedding car and 
the real work began.

For a start, with wedding plans and 

other committments, the car shifted 
from Andre’s ownership to his par-
ents John and Liz.

But Andre still had a big hand in 
the build, working relentlessly for the 
past few months to see the project 
through. New winders, rubber, lights 
etc were purchased new from the 
States and fi tted by Andre.

The wedding was last Thursday, 
and the car was certifi ed on Tuesday 
and given the fi nal fi t and clean on 
Wednesday - with just 24 hours to 
spare.

Originally the Impala was running 
a 283ci V8. In the ground-up re-
build she received a 396ci (taken 
out to 402ci) which had been given 

a bare-block rebuild with the best of 
new parts and mated to a Turbo 400 
transmission.

The Machells wanted the Chevy to 
look relatively standar, but with eve-
rything rebuild to a high standard.

They enlisted the expertise of 
friends, many of them members of the 
Te Awamutu Rod and Custom Club, 
and kept much of the work local.

Mike Tyler of Abrasive Blast-
ing took the car back to metal and 
Stu Brown of Putaruru Panelbeaters 
got the bodywork ready for the new 
colour applied by Stacy Ryan of Pu-
taruru Car Painters.

Nigel Pitcon and Josh Wintle of 
Nigel Pitcon Auto Electrical dealt 

to the electrics and Shane Ward and 
Brent Oman of CH Allen put to-
gether the beautiful interior.

Pitstop owner Gary Beckham built 
the exhaust system while the custom 
headers, colling overfl ow and battery 
box were custom built by Mike Sin-
clair of Sinco Customs.

Maurice Thompson of Maurice 
Thompson Motors made sure all the 
suspension and wheels lined up and 
the fi nished product was certifi ed by 
Noel McMillan of Nostalgia Mo-
tors.

The family is rapt with the result 
and the SS Coupe was a huge hit at 
the wedding - only outshone by the 
bride.

WEDDING BEAUTY: 1966 Chevrolet Impala SS Coupe - and the couple Andre and Jen Machell.



A/hrs: Stu Tervit (07) 871 4700, 0274 827 856 • John Hare (07) 871 3794, 0274 427 856 • Allan Patterson (07) 871 3956, 0273 427 853 • Email: tmlsales@xtra.co.nz

NEW ADDITION TO HOLDEN
CAPTIVA RANGE
SX Captiva now available
in 2 wheel drive.
SX manual RRP $39,990
+ on road costs.
SX auto RRP $41,990
+ on road costs.
■ 110k/w 2 litre common rail
 turbo diesel 8.6L/100kms
■ Dual air bags plus curtain
■ ABS - plus ESP
 (electronic stability programme)

AVAILABLE FOR TEST DRIVE TODAY
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Holden offers FWD Captiva
By Dean Taylor

Holden is offer-
ing a diesel only 
variant of the 

Captiva which is front wheel 
drive for those who want the 
room, but intend to stay on 
the road.

I must admit I have been 
heard to criticise the use 
of large, 4WD vehicles as 
road cars - but have to con-
cede its near impossible to 
get the room and perform-
ance without going down 
that track.

Of course good manufac-
turers are also moving away 
from the simpler technology 
of earlier SUV and 4WD 
vehicles and their inherent 
safety issues - and this is ex-
actly the case with Holden.

So off I went in my 
Rosetown Holden supplied 
Captiva SX - a pretty good 
looking vehicle with excel-
lent seating for fi ve adults, 
good load space and a 
more than reasonable level 
of comfort, trim and safety.

The common-rail fuel 
injected, turbocharged 
2.0 -litre four-cylinder 
diesel develops 110kW 
and 320Nm of torque. 
Torque is available from just 
2000rpm so the Captiva 
has good, but not great, 
performance. But it is deliv-
ered very smoothly through 
the Activematic gearbox 
and never feels stressed or 
overworked.

Handling and steering 
is very good and the level 

of visibility for the driver is 
excellent.

The captiva rides on 17” 
wheels, adding to the good 
looks and handling.

Also a bonus for the 
driver is the relatively simple 

but effective cabin layout, 
which doesn’t require the 
handbook to fathom,  and 
good sound system.

There are numerous con-
fi gurations for storage, plus 
Holden has included extra 

storage areas, rear power 
supplies and a fair few 
standard features that could 
easily have been sold as 
‘optional extras’.

And the aforementioned 
safety features include dual 

front and curtain airbags, 
Anti Rollover Protection, 
Anti-Lock Brakes (with 
EBA and EBD), Electronic 
Stability Program, Hill Start 
Assist and Traction Con-
trol.

Indy 500 champion and 
Sportsman of the Year Scott 
Dixon is among fi ve New 
Zealand racing car drivers 
and motorcyclists featured in 
a New Zealand Champions 
of World Motorsport stamp 
series released by New Zea-
land Post.

“Kiwis are known for their 
competitiveness, so it’s no 
surprise that we’ve produced 
a long list of motorsport 
champions. For this stamp 
issue, we have selected fi ve 
greats who performed with 
distinction on the world 
stage,” said Ivor Masters, 
general manager stamps.

Dixon, who won the 
United States’ premier motor 
racing championship for the 
second time last year, fea-
tures on the 50 cent stamp.

“His success is the cul-
mination of 15 years’ hard 
work – a career that we’ve 
been following ever since we 
fi rst saw him at age 13 with 
a pillow strapped to his waist 
to help him see over the 
wheel,” said Mr Masters.

Internationally acclaimed 
Formula One racer Bruce 
McLaren features on the 
$1.00 stamp. McLaren is 
well known as an innovative 
car designer, driver, engineer 
and inventor. Today his name 
lives on in Formula One’s 
Team McLaren.

The $2.00 stamp shows 
all-rounder Denny Hulme 
who raced everything from 
a small sports car, to a truck 
and achieved major success 
in the late 1960s in Formula 
One. He preferred driving 

barefoot until 1960 when 
he was persuaded to race 
with shoes on.

First-class motorcyclist 
Ivan Mauger, voted Speed-
way Magazine’s greatest 
speedway rider of the 20th 
century, and Hugh Ander-
son who achieved success 
in international Grand Prix 
motorcycle racing, feature 
on the $1.50 and $2.50 
stamps respectively.

Stamping their mark



MAIN SOUTH ROAD • TE AWAMUTU • OPEN 7 DAYS

NOW

$19,990

97 ISUZU ELF 250 DUMP
4.6 diesel 5 speed, factory tipper truck in excellent

condition, 2500kg payload, P/S, A/C, 
central lock, electrics, only 85kms.

WAS $21,990
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

A/Hrs Justin 027 271 4310 • Nick 027 477 8569
www.whmotors.co.nzRMVT M100853

FREEPHONE 0800 16 90 90 • PHONE 07 871 4187

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE - LOW INTEREST RATES - LOW PAYMENTS TO SUIT

   $POA

WEEKLY

$4,990

95 MITSUBISHI V3000
Absolutely immaculate NZ car, always garaged,

best available by far, great car to drive, 
reliable, alarm, powerful yet economical,

must view!!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$34 WEEKLY

$11,990

96 NISSAN TERRANO R3-MR
2.7 TDi, wide body, ABS, runners, towbar, 
transcooler, full electrics, A/C, 2WD/4WD,

excellent tow vehicle.
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$77 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP NO DEPOSIT TAP

NO DEPOSIT TAP NO DEPOSIT TAP

LATE MODELS•LOW KMS•BEAT THE PRICE RISES!!

$POA WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP $23,990

04 SUBARU LEGACY 3.0R
Brand new model, fully optioned, low kms, 

b-spec with multi airbags, ABS, alloys, active
drive assist, sunroof, cruise, camera,

stunning! Save $30,000 on new!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$14,990
+ORC

$98 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP

06 SUZUKI CARRY 4X4
New model, very low Kms, 5 speed, dual

mode 4WD, excellent farm truck, flat
deck, better than farm bike! Rare
vehicle, priced to sell! Must view!

SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$22,990

04 HONDA ODYSSEY
Brand new model, stunning shape, very low kms, 7

seater, tiptronic, tinted glass, light interior,
neat colour, 1 owner from new, superior

example, SAVE $ 26,700 on new!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

NO DEPOSIT TAP

$POA WEEKLY

$12,990

03 VW POLO 1.4
5 door, new model, very low kms, as new

throughout, multi airbags, ABS, full electrics,
5 door, very roomy hatch, Euro quality, 

save $13,000 on new!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$84 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP

$11,990

03 NISSAN CUBE SX
Latest model, very trendy vehicle, fully optioned,

ABS, multi airbags, optional 17 inch alloys,
CD, easy access, 1.4 EFi 16V, auto, 
must view! Save $25,600 on new!

SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$77 WEEKLY

$12,990

06 TOYOTA PASSO
Brand new model, very low kms, VVT-i engine, 
very low fuel consumption (only 5ltr/100kms),

airbags, ABS, automatic, very roomy, full
electrics, as new! Save $5,000 on new!

SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$84 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP
$11,990

02 MITSUBISHI CEDIA GT
Stationwagon, 1.8 EFi 16V, tiptronic, multi airbags,

ABS, CD, alloys, sport seats, tinted glass, very
sporty & good looking wagon, low kms,

nice size, very rare, look!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$77 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP

$14,990

03 NISSAN CARAVAN
New model, (7 in stock - petrol & diesel), 2.0

twin cam, silver, air cond, P/S, optional
fold away rear seat, ready to work,

be quick! Save $20,000 on new!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$98 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP
$12,990

03 NISSAN MARCH
Brand new model, 1.2 twincam 16V, only

27,000kms, 5 door, airbags, ABS, full electrics, 
CD, AA Certified, nice colours, 4 in stock!

Look! Save $5,200 on new!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$84 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP
$11,990

02 HONDA JAZZ
5 door, 1.3 V-tec, very popular model, new alloys

& tyres, airbags, ABS, low kms with F.S.H,
large boot space, fully optioned,

excellent car, save $11,900 on new!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$77 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP

AFFORDABLE FINANCE
& 2 HOUR APPROVAL

$7,990

01 NISSAN MARCH COLLET
5 to choose from, two colours, all low kms, very

popular small economical cars, CD, A/C, P/S,
auto/5 speed available, full electrics,

remote lock, ideal second car.
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$52 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP$7,990

99 HONDA LOGO
1.3 auto, 5 door, full electrics, popular hatch,

very economical, A/C, P/S, airbags, central
lock, stereo, only 75,000kms,

AA cert, excellent car!
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$52 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP

$7,990

00 MAZDA DEMIO
1.3 auto, very popular, small but comfortable,

low kms, AA cert, A/C, CD audio, full
electrics, tinted glass, remote 

locking, as new throughout
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$52 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP

$8,990

97 NISSAN MISTRAL-X
2.7 diesel turbo, intercooler, new shape, full

7 seater, auto, airbags, A/C, sunroof, 
side teps, nice car throughout,

excellent family wagon.
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$59 WEEKLY

$6,990

98 SAAB 9-5
New shape, luxury model, 2.0 LPT, leather,
reverse assist, climate A/C, multi airbags,

TCS, CD, great to drive, 
SAVE $$$.

SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$47 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP

$4,990

99 TOYOTA CELICA 5 SPEED
2.0 twin cam, stunning sports car, looks good in

black, rare 5 speed, A/C, dual airbags,
stereo, full electrics, be quick

this will sell fast.
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$36 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP $8,990

98 MAZDA FAMILIA AERO
1.5 twincam, hard to buy aero spec, full options

including, ABS, airbags, A/C, new 17” alloys,
tinted, CD audio, roof rails,

spoilers, only 80kms.
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$59 WEEKLY

NO DEPOSIT TAP$14,990

98 TOYOTA SURF SSR-X
New shape, 2.7 EFi 16V, wide body, fully optioned,

ABS, dual airbags, climate A/C, alloys, tinted,
sun roof, history, AA cert kms,

only 88km, immaculate.
SALEPRICE DRIVEAWAY

$98 WEEKLY
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NO DEPOSIT TAP

NO DEPOSIT TAP NO DEPOSIT TAP

NO DEPOSIT TAP



By Dean Taylor

Te Awamutu Tyre 
Centre is amongst 
the Firestone stores 

offering Nitrogen fills for 
your tyres _ so what’s the 
hype and is it worth it?

If you google the sub-
ject you will get plenty of 
opinions about the worth of 
paying for Nitrogen in your 
tyres instead of air. Most 
commonly the critics point 
out air is already 78% 
Nitrogen and that unless 
you drive a race car (many 
use Nitrogen in their tyres) 
there are no real benefits.

On any vehicle it can be 
argued that tyre perform-
ance, above anything else, 
is most critical. They are 
the only point of contact 
with the road, so they drive, 
steer and stop your vehicle.

Change anything too 
dramatically and they don’t 
work properly when need-
ed.

I know we are supposed 
to check tyre pressures 
monthly and rotate tyres 
regularly, but do we?

Even the critics will agree 
that Nitrogen will run at a 
more constant temperature 
and is a more stable gas than 
compressed air. It will stay 
at the right pressure longer. 
Then its worth it, right?

Last month my wife and I 
set out on a road trip break 
for 10 days - complete with 
Nitrogen in all four wheels 
(and spare) thanks to Te 
Awamutu Tyre Centre.

I had already commented 
that our SAAB 95 was 
particularly tough on front 
tyre pressure, the wheels 
doing most of the aforemen-
tioned work.

We covered about 
1500km - heading to Big 
Day Out, then the Kumeu 
Classic Car and Hot Rod 
Festival before heading down 
to Raglan for Mudshark 

Monday and finally to Coro-
mandel, which included a 
tour of the peninsula.

Certainly handling and 
comfort were as good as 
ever, and claims that the 
denser gas provides a quieter 
ride I would say is true in 
most conditions.

We covered a good many 
road surfaces - and even 
some metal and grass - on 

the trip and the tyres have 
maintained their set pressure. 
Economy was also as good 
as I have achieved - correct 
tyre pressure is a crucial fac-
tor - so that too was a good 
outcome.

And as silly as it may 
sound, I felt the car was bet-
ter... so I say yes it is worth 
it to use Nitrogen and take 
care of your tyres. 

Town & Country Motors Waikato Ltd
41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi Ph: 07 871 8183 Fax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nz

in Kihikihi

www.townandcountrymotors.co.nz  Ph: Michael Bryant 0274 230119

$4995
OR NO DEPOSIT $40/WEEK

$9995
OR NO DEPOSIT $73/WEEK

2.0 twin turbo tiptronic, only
85,000kms and very smart

in white, airbags,
ABS, CD player,

be quick.

1999 Subaru Legacy B4

$5995
OR NO DEPOSIT $47/WEEK

1.5 auto, dual airbags, ABS brakes,
a/c, stereo, only 105,000kms

and very tidy
throughout.

1996 Honda Civic

$19,995
FINANCE AVAILABLE

2.5 diesel turbo, 2 berth
with shower, toilet, gas

cooker, microwave, a
very functional unit,

compare!

1996 Ford Transit Camper

$9995
OR NO DEPOSIT $73/WEEK

1999 Subaru Legacy GT
Wagon, 2.0 twin turbo, tiptronic,

NZ new and stunning in blue,
17” alloys, ABS,

airbags,
great value.

$3995
OR NO DEPOSIT $35/WEEK

2.5 V6, auto, driver’s airbag,
a/c, electric windows, stereo,

bargain buy!

1995 Nissan Cefiro

$3995
DRIVEAWAY

1988 Isuzu Elf Truck
3.6 diesel, power

steering, towbar, cage,
a good tidy unit.

$4995
DRIVEAWAY

1993 Isuzu Bighorn Lotus
3.1 diesel, auto, ABS brakes,

a/c, alloys, bullbar, towbar,
7 seater 4x4,

good tidy
condition.

$5995
OR NO DEPOSIT $47/WEEK

2.7 diesel turbo, auto, CD
player, alloys wheels,

towbar, priced
to sell,

be quick.

1995 Nissan Terrano

GREAT DEALS
1996 Mitsubishi Legnum

Wagon, 2.5 V6, tiptronic auto,
dual airbags, ABS brakes,

CD player, a/c, alloys,
sunroof, one for the

bargain hunter.

6695836AA
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COME IN AND CHECK-OUT
OUR TYRE SALE

NEW TYRES AT 2008 PRICES
CAR, LIGHT TRUCK, VAN AND 4x4 TYRES

LARGE SAVINGS ON THE FOLLOWING SIZES:
175/65 x 14 185/60 x 14
185/65 x 14 195/60 x 14
195/65 x 14 205/60 x 15
205/65 x 15 215/45 x 17

205/40 x 17

185 x 14 195 x 14
205/70 x 15 225/70 x 15
215/75 x 16 235/75 x 15
215/70 x 16 245/70 x 16

ALL AVAILABLE WITH NITROGEN

2 KIHIKIHI RD - TE AWAMUTU - PHONE 871 5676

Te Awamutu Tyre Centre

TYRE
SALE

Nitrogen for your tyres?

TE AWAMUTU Tyre Centre technician Terry Campbell performs a Nitrogen 
fill on my SAAB 95.



16 Huiputea Drive, Progress Park, Otorohanga
Ph: 0800 787 380. After hours: Merv Carr 0274 847 636, Grant Burton 0274 982 118
www.excelsiornissan.co.nz    merv@excelsiornissan.co.nz

6654324AA

Alexandra St, TE AWAMUTU PH 870 2535
GRANT

McCONNACHIE
a/h 871 4578,

mob 027 485 4987

L.M.V.D. PAUL
MANIAPOTO
a/h 871 4954

mob 027 2493841

www.fairviewmotors.co.nz

6695914AA

TELEPHONE   HAMILTON TOLL FREE 859 OHAUPO ROAD FACSIMILE
07 872 0232 07 849 6000 TE AWAMUTU 07 871 8190

YAMAHA BIKE SERVICING
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F A R M  •  T R A I L  •  R O A D

CALL US TODAY ABOUT THE NEXT SERVICE FOR YOUR YAMAHA

Farm Machinery Centre
www .norwoods.co.nz/teawamutu

LOU BROWNOUR TRAINEDYAMAHATECHNICIANwill go theextra mile toensure yoursatisfaction.

We at Norwoods have
been servicing

YAMAHA bikes for the
last 20 years,

utilising genuine
Yamaha parts.

SERVICE DIRECT LINE 872 0232

The FG Ford Falcon 
has been judged New 
Zealand’s Car of the 

Year by the country’s leading 
motoring writers and broad-
casters. It is the first model of 
the long-standing Falcon family 
to have won New Zealand’s 
top automotive accolade. 

In reaching their decision, 
members of the New Zea-
land Motoring Writers’ Guild 
gave consideration to the wide 
range of Falcon variants – from 
the standard saloon models 
to the high-performance FPV 
derivatives. 

As well as performance 
and handling, the facets under 
consideration included suit-
ability for the task for which 
Falcon was designed, its value 

for money, ease of operation, 
economy, along with its level 
of home comforts, quality of 
finish, safety accoutrements 
and visual appeal. 

“It is worth noting that the 
Falcon’s win is quite an achieve-
ment when you consider it was 
designed and built on a much 
tighter budget than any of the 
world cars which were also fi-
nalists,” said Guild president 
Jacqui Madelin. 

Unlike ‘world’ or European 
awards, the NZ Car of the 
Year judges cars across a broad 
range of local conditions. 

“A major point of difference 
with this award is that it em-
bodies the opinions of profes-
sionals in their field from across 
the country, each of whom has 

FG first Falcon to win Car of the Year

assessed the car on roads in 
their own region,” Madelin 
said. 

“The car that wins must 
excel from many different per-

spectives, and in a range of 
Kiwi-specific conditions.” 

“The FG Falcon does that, 
but is also noteworthy in other 
respects; it is, for example, 

the first Australian- designed 
-and -built car to achieve the 
maximum five star occupant 
protection rating in ANCAP 
crash testing.”

TAMVEG 
turns 10
Te Awamutu Motor Vehicle Enthusi-

asts Group celebrates its tenth anni-
versary this month with a get together 

and dinner function.
The event takes place on Saturday, Febru-

ary 21 at the Te Awamutu Bowling Club. 
Past and present members have been invited 
to participate.

TAMVEG is a non-marque car club open 
to anyone interested in vehicles and who 
wants to get together regularly with other 
enthusiasts.

The group holds a monthly meeting and 
plan monthly excursions, usually held on Sun-
days, as well as special events and functions.

Each April the group and the Waikato Tri-
umph Car Club run the Te Awamutu British 
and Classic Car Show and Swap Meet. 

Each year Excelsior Nissan offer the public 
the opportunity to get off-road driver train-
ing from New Zealand’s leading providers 

of 4WD training, Natural Instincts. 
And its free.

Pa r t i c i -
pan t s 

book in for an hour session with Pete and 
Deb Ritchie and also receive food, 
refreshments and of course the 

Excelsior give chance to give off-roading a go
chance to experience the off-road 

capabilities of the Nissan 4WD 
range.

As well as the hands-on 
experience offered by Natu-
ral Instincts, Excelsior Nis-
san can explain the techni-
cal characteristics of their 
vehicles, such as common 

rail injection, computer 
operations and safety 
capabilities.

The year the 
Nissan Drive 
days are at 
Hangatiki be-
tween 8.30am 
and 4.30pm 
on Thursday 
and Friday, 
February 19 
and 20.

To book 
contact either Merv or Grant on (07) 873 8066.

Pete Ritchie explains in his words: The drive days run by 
Excelsior Nissan in conjunction with me and Deb started a 
decade ago - and every year we return to work with the Nis-
san team to answer as many questions as guests can throw at 
us, and at the same time put actions to words.

The event is based around actual off road driving activi-
ties.

I take guests around what is usually described by guests as 
an advanced course. 

I explain all the features of the ST-X Navara auto I drive 
and the thought processes utilised to ne-
gotiate off road terrain safely.

Once guests have been 
with me (in groups of 
three) they have the 
opportunity to 
take the wheel 
of a manual 
ST-X Navara 
under Deb’s 
guidance.

She talks 

them through a series of  ‘hazards’ showcasing all the tech-
niques I had demonstrated. The three participants on each 
run get the opportunity to drive all obstacles.

We can offer advice on all makes and models of 4WD 
vehicles and relate them to the obstacles being driven.

The Excelsior team are on hand at the base meeting and 
greeting and cooking up a storm.

We think Merv’s locally made, well scorched sausages are 
the best in the country, and we’ve eaten snags from every 
Nissan dealership in the country.

The sort of questions fielded on these drive days run from 
‘why should we choose a Nissan over any other brand’ to 
technical questions as to safety, suitability, reliability, match-
ing models to tasks, and vehicle set-up options including tyre 
choice for tasking. 

We want to make it clear we are not sales people, and 
when asked for vehicle prices will tell you honestly we  can’t 
help you. 

Our passion is literally to ensure guests have a memorable 
experience and that they leave with enough knowledge to 
make informed decisions on future vehicle purchases.

The drive techniques taught are of use long after partici-
pants get back at their own jobs.

The event is not designed as an instant sales opportunity 
for Excelsior, but more as an opportunity to meet and spend 
time with guests on neutral ground and chew the fat (as rural 
folk do)

To ensure all guests have enough time to enjoy the whole 
experience numbers are limited.

By ringing into the dealership and registering your interest 
you will be given a time slot for your visit.

This ensures guests aren’t standing around and can mini-
mise time out at the event should they have other commit-

ments.



Phone 871 7006 • 0800 868 277
S p e c i a l i s t s  i n  s o u r c i n g  l a t e  m o d e l  C a r s  a n d  C o m m e r c i a l s

CAR VALET NOW AVAILABLE

418 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu • email: sales@tass.co.nz • website: www.tass.co.nz
• NEVILLE RAPSON - Mobile: 021-623 950 • DOUG RUSHBROOKE - Mobile: 021- 923 850

ACCREDITED
DEALER

6695982AA

• Finance Available From No Deposit • Normal Lending Criteria Apply

TASS
SPORTS & LEISURE

OPTIONS

$15,990

1998 Toyota Altezza RS
Low 82,000kms

$15,490

2001 VW Golf Convertible
Summer fun, 85,000kms

NOW $19,990

2005 Mazda 3
38,000kms,

WAS $23,990

$14,990

2000 Toyota Estima
2000cc

2004 Holden Rodeo
3.0L diesel

$16,990

$47,990

2002 Toyota Landcruiser
VX Ltd

Only 72,000km

$12,990

2000 Subaru Impreza
55,000kms

$19,990

2007 Ford Focus
Near new, 6,000kms

$155,000

New Isuzu
MPR300M

$98,000

Mercedes
Benz

413 CDI

$48,000

2002 Toyota Hilux

with full manufacture
warranty 6.7 meter fully

optioned. Offering top
quality motor home

luxury. For your
inspection with the

opportunity to customise
to your requirements.

We offer flexibility in
design and style.

Low kms just like
new be ready to

start your dreams.
This has the

WOW factor!

50,000kms, 4 berth,
gas hob, shower,
toilet, immaculate 

condition, full time air 
conditioning, has to

be seen!

$9,490

2000 Opel Vita
Only 34,000kms,

exceptional
order

2000 E320 Avantgarde
162kw luxury motoring, leather, chiller box.

$19,990

2005 Opel Astra
Only 7500kms,

stunning in
black

$14,990

Toyota Hilux Flat Deck
Very Tidy

$20,990



PRESTIGEPRESTIGE
MOTOR HOMESMOTOR HOMES
Custom, locally built Motor Homes

Prestige means quality!!!

NOW ON THE
YARD AT T.A.S.S

469 Bond Rd.   P:(07) 871 6400   F: (07)871 6401

 www.waikatocaravans.co.nz

Customise Your Lifestyle

Sloane Street, Te Awamutu

6705107AA 6696021AA

Main South Road, Te Awamutu. 
Ph (07) 871 3079 www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

NEIL GOODRICK
Mob (027) 292 9040

ngoodrick@wilksbrooke.co.nz

GRANT WILKS
Mob (027) 4 948 672
gwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

*mazdacare Genuine Service valid for 3 years or 100,000km (whichever occurs fi rst) and Mazda Warranty valid for 3 years unlimited kilometres. mazdacare 
Genuine Service and 3 year unlimited kilometre Warranty not available with BT-50 or E-Series Van. M Deals only valid for sales concluded between 
1 January 2009 and 31 March 2009, or while stocks last.

• Includes 3 year mazdacare Genuine Service and Warranty at no extra cost*
• Hurry stock strictly limited and M Deals must end 31 March 2009  

GET TO WILKSBROOKE MAZDA NOW                  COMPETITIVE MTF FINANCE AVAILABLE

Prestige and TASS strategise sales plan
Two Te Awamutu businesses have 

joined forces to create a fi rst for the 
town - a retail sales environment for 

locally built, custom motor homes.
Doug Rushbrooke and his TASS team are 

combining their experience in motoring retail 
with modern marketing tools to sell custom 
made Prestige Motor Homes.

Last year Lance Sisson, managing director 
of Waikato Caravans - manufacturers of Pres-
tige Motor Homes - decided they needed to 
take a step up in terms of sales of their prod-
uct. He says they contemplated their own 
retail yard, but decided a better approach 
would be to concentrate on what they do 
best and utilise TASS’ marketing expertise 
and prime retail location.

Working together with Prestige’s national 
salesman Kelvin Calkin, the team plan to 
show off the endless possibilities of a custom 
built motor home using virtual tour technol-
ogy set up as a sale module at TASS. 

Add into the mix the expertise of Mr 
Rushbrooke’s interior decorator wife Karen, 
and they believe they have a unique selling 
approach to the high-end motor home market 
that Prestige represents.

Building to order means clients receive ex-
actly the motor home that meets their needs. 

The downside for marketing is not having 
‘show homes’ so potential clients can get a 
hands-on feel for the product.

The new strategy will overcome that by 
utilising a combination of having a vehicle 
on show to demonstrate build quality, plus 
the virtual technology to show what different 
combinations of layout, equipment, materials 
and colour schemes can offer.

Mr Rushbrooke believes the fi rst selling 
module could be a model for franchising sales 
of the Te Awamutu built motor home.

Mr Sisson says his family’s experience 
building and using motor homes means once 
they ascertain what a client wants their motor 
home for, and combines that with their per-
sonal preferences, they can build them their 
ideal, world class ‘home on wheels’.

Mr Calkin can verify that quality fi rst hand 
- he is living in his third motor home built by 
the Sisson family and uses his home as a sell-
ing tool around the country.

In the team’s experience people buy motor 
homes for various reasons - most commonly 
because they: require less investment than 
a holiday home; offer fl exibility of holiday 
location; represent a lifestyle choice; hold 
their value when looked after; can be an extra 
room; are easily co-owned to reduce costs. 

TASS owner Doug Rushbrooke (centre) discusses upmarket sales strategies with Waikato Caravans 
managing director Lance Sisson (right) and Prestige Motor Homes national salesman Kelvin 
Calkin.



6687654AA

•  An engine’s TIMING BELT is vital to its operation
•  A worn or broken TIMING BELT means engine failure and in most instances 
   it will result in costly engine repairs not to mention the inconvenience of a breakdown
• We service all makes and models

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS LTD
Phone 871 5048 Direct Line 870 1362

Monday-Friday 7.30am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-12noon, CHURCHILL STREET, TE AWAMUTU

Make the 
change every
4 years or 
80,000kms

Change your 
TIMING BELT BEFORE IT BREAKS!
and drastically changes your bank balance

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS6625813AA6696041AA

European specialists: BMW, FIAT, ALFA, VW, PEUGEOT
4WD specialists:TOYOTA, NISSAN, FORD, MAZDA
Diesel Servicing
Friendly knowledgable service
Low Volume Certifi cation
W.O.F.

SUPER GOLD CARD ACCEPTED

6708446AA

177 RICKIT ROAD, TE AWAMUTU
Ph/Fax: 871 7311, Mobile: 0274 754 338
Open Saturday 8am-midday by appointment

ONE LUCKY CUSTOMER WILL
WIN THE SERVICE FOR FREE!
ALSO, TWO DRAWS FOR SOME 
LOVELY ITALIAN WINE!

SERVICE SPECIAL
FEBRUARY - MARCH

6697947AA

STUART LAW
AUTOMOTIVE

Your one stop automotive shop

$30
2 Weeks Only

W.O.F
WARRANT OF FITNESS

90 Mahoe Street
7.00am - 5.30pm, Mon - Fri

PHONE 871 6426 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

CASH OR EFTPOS ONLY

FEBRUARY 9TH - 20TH

VEHICLESERVICINGSPECIALISTS

Mufflers
Brakes

Shocks
Vehicle

Servicing
All Vehicle

Repairs

67
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Gary Beckham - Franchise Owner,
Cnr Bond and Ohaupo Roads, Te Awamutu
Phone: 07-871 8496  Fax: 07-870 3316  Email: 

prosport@ihug.co.nz  www.pitstop.co.nz

All roads to Kumeu for Classic
By Dean Taylor

It’s not hard to see the 
attraction for the Classic 
Car and Hot Rod Festi-

val held annually at Kumeu.
Now in its 15th year, the 

event is one of the major 
attractions for petrolheads, 
pulling huge crowds with a 
great mix of show cars, trade 
stalls, swap sites, entertain-
ment, food and general ca-
maraderie.

We made the festival this 
year as part of a bit of a road 
trip 10-day holiday.

Still basking in the glory 
that was Neil Young’s per-
formance the previous night 
at Big Day Out, Robyn and 
I made the easy trip from 
where we were staying on 
the shore to Kumeu.

On a previous road trip 
we had found it hard to 
believe we were so close to 
Auckland, yet so far from 
the hustle and bustle.

The same applied, even 
on a busy weekend with such 
a huge event taking place.

I wasn’t sure how much of 

the day Robyn would enjoy, 
but I think we were both 
pleasantly surprised at how 
enjoyable the festival was.

We didn’t have a site map, 
but even so probably man-
aged most of the attractions.

It was hot too - but not 
unbearable.

The mix of cars on display 
was great, and we talked to a 
few nice people and looked 
at lots of great cars.

The paddocks around the 
swap area was pretty inter-
esting - there was plenty of 
variety in both what was on 
offer and the obvious Festival 
regulars who were well set-
tled on their sites.

We enjoyed some pretty 
good food and a bit of live 
music for lunch by the lake 
and didn’t blow too much 
money - in fact just a fan for 
the XY project and a couple 
of new ideas for the build 
that cost nothing.

The show is one the third 
weekend of January every 
year and is well worth a 
visit.

(Above) NOW that’s a 
raffle prize - $200,000 
‘37 Coupe. We’ve got 
a chance.
(Right) IS it a bird... 
is it a plane? No its a 
trike - and so is the 
Mini behind it.
(Below) SUPERCOOL 
MkIII Zephry.

DX with bags... I’m not sure about that!



TTototatalal AATTT uututotomomomototitiviveve
&

EnEngngiginineneeeereririningng Ltdtd

452 BOND ROAD, TE AWAMUTU
PH: 07 870 6255 FAX: 07 870 6256

MOB: 021 743 227

• Farm & General Engineering - On & Off Site
• Cowshed Repairs and Alterations
• Feed Pads
• Tractor Bucket Repairs
W.O.F SERVICING TOWBARS BULLBARS REPAIRS
MUFFLERS     ALLOY WELDING
CERTIFIED WELDING
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451/2 Alexandra St, Te Awamutu.AA Ph 871 5800 or 0274 901 492

• WOF • Tune UpTT s
• Exhausts • CNG-LPG
• Electrical • Brakeskk
• Suspension • Clutches
• Oil Services

All engine reconditioning

  Cooling System
     Recycling and Servicing

Auto Tranmission
     Recycling and Servicing

F O R A L L YO U R V E H I C L E S R E Q U I R E M E N T S

!
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• Stone chips
• Scratches
• Bumper repairs
• Bumper scuffs
• Buffing       
• Polishing
• Decals removed
• Mirrors
  (damaged paint)

GREAT NEWS
YOU DON’T NEED TO REPAINT

www.novika.co.nz
0800 NOVIKA
0 8 0 0  6 6 8 4 5 2

6707537AA

•MOBILE SERVICE•RR
GUARANTEED TO ENHANCE MOST VEHICLES APPEARANCE
contact: Paul Barnett - 021 867 262 a/hrs - 07 871 4524

fax - 07 871 4504 email - paul@novika.co.nz

Small Panel

and Paint

Jobs

Car and Hot Rod Festival

JEFF and Karen Matthews brought their beautiful ‘64 
Impala convertible and period caravan all the way from 
just down the road at Henderson for a day in the sun.

(Above) TRICK 1935 Auburn rebuild.
(Top right) WOODY is very nostalgic.
(Right) YES its another Impala in DriveBy - but 
look how low it is!



Waikato Toyota

AFTER HOURS: Les Murrel - Branch Manager 0275 656 565
                      Craig Dove - Vehicle Sales 021 034 2775

29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. Tel: 07 872 0017

6696066AA

$64,995 $42,995 $22,995

2005 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 2007 TOYOTA HILUX SR5 2005 FORD COURIER XLX
VX Ltd, 4.2 diesel turbo, auto, climate air, ABS,
air bags, CD, 7 seater with leather, very few for
sale.

4x4 double cab, 3.0 litre intercooled turbo, 4
stage auto, air, ABS, airbags, CD, alloys, stun-
ning in ebony.

4x4 diesel double cab, 2.5 turbo, 5 speed,
canopy, air con, ABS, airbags, alloys, always a 
popular truck.

$25,750

1.5 litre automatic sedan

$51,595 $36,990

TOYOTA YARIS
3.0L turbo diesel, manual, 4x4,
double cab

TOYOTA HILUX SR5
2.0L turbo diesel, manual, 2WD, 
double cab

TOYOTA HILUX

$41,500

2.4L petrol automatic, high spec SUV

$39,990 $75,000

TOYOTA RAV 4 LTD
3.0L turbo diesel, manual, air con & 
ABS.

TOYOTA HIACE ZL
3.0L turbo diesel, automatic, 3 only in 
silver, white pearl or champagne.

TOYOTA PRADO VX

1 ONLY AT... FREE LEATHER

FREE •  150,000KM/5 YEAR WARRANTY
•  30,000KM/2 YEAR SERVICE PLAN
•  2 YEAR WARRANT OF FITNESS UPDATES

JUST ARRIVED ON THE USED CAR YARD




