
Supplement to Te Awamutu Courier, Tuesday, June 10, 2008Supplement to Te Awamutu Courier, Tuesday, June 10, 2008

• RIDE ON MOWERS • WATERBLASTERS • CHAINSAWS • RIDE ON MOTORS • 

• RIDE ON MOWERS • WATERBLASTERS • CHAINSAWS • RIDE ON MOTORS  • 

T
R
I
M
M
E
R
S
•
P
U
M
P
S

S
H
R
E
D
D
E
R
S
•
B
L
O
W
E
R
SM

A
H

O
E 

ST
R

EE
T

Churchill    Street

Rosetown 
Holden

WE ARE 
HERE

x Te Awamutu

Events 
Centre

David, Henny and the team are delighted to welcome 
all new residents to the Te Awamutu area

221 Mahoe St, Te Awamutu - Phone 871 8838

We are your local 
agents for:

Check out our advert 
on page 33

For sales, service and repairs call the team
FIELDAYS SPECIALS IN STORE THIS MONTH.
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Gorst Ave, Phone 871 3259
Te Awamutu i-SITE Visitor Centre

NZ AgriculturalNZ Agricultural
FIELDAYSFIELDAYS
J U N E 1 1 - 1 4 , 2 0 0 8J U N E  1 1 - 1 4 ,  2 0 0 8

TICKETS on SALE NOWTICKETS on SALE NOW
Pre-purchase your tickets and SAVE!Pre-purchase your tickets and SAVE!

Adults $13.00 (gate sales $15.00)Adults $13.00 (gate sales $15.00)
Children (under 14) $6.00Children (under 14) $6.00
Programmes availableProgrammes available

Available at...Available at...

6230471AA



Waikato Toyota

AFTER HOURS: Les Murrel - Branch Manager 0275 656 565 
Malcolm Lind - Vehicle Sales 021 156 2184, Craig Dove - Vehicle Sales 021 034 2775

29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. Tel: 07 872 0017

FREE KIDS QUAD BIKEFREE KIDS QUAD BIKE
WITH EVERY NEW HILUXWITH EVERY NEW HILUX
Terms and conditions apply

Purchase a new
TOYOTA or DAIHATSU
from Waikato Toyota 

by 31st July 
and enter our

$10,000$10,000
CASH PRIZE POOLCASH PRIZE POOL

• 1/3 - 1/3 - 1/3 DEALS  • LEASING • VANTAGE LEASE • H.P’s
* Free 2 year/30,000km Scheduled Service Plan on every HiLux
sold this month. All prices include GST and are Registered on
road - GST REGISTERED CUSTOMERS ONLY

TOYOTA H I LUX S R5 TOYOTA H I LUX
3.0ltr turbo diesel, 5 speed, double cab 4x4 RETAIL $55,790 3.0ltr turbo diesel, 5 speed, double cab 2WD RETAIL $40,690G

S
T IN

C

G
S

T IN
C$33,000

6231812AA

$46,3$46,300
Wide Range Of Finance Packages Available

Call for a quote
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• DOCTORS CONSULTATIONS
Your choice of eight experienced G.P’s

  Monday - Friday  8.30am - 4.00pm
Some Dr’s have designated late nights until 5.30pm 

  Contact our receptionists for information

• CASUALTY DEPARTMENT
To cover the emergency needs of our registered patients

  Monday - Thursday  8.30am - 5.30pm
  Friday   8.30am - 5.00pm    
  Saturday from 8.30am-12noon by appointment only        

for accidents and emergencies

• Independent Midwife
• Immunisations - No appointment needed
• 10 Visiting Specialists
• Practice Nurse Consultations
• After hours cover through to Anglesea Clinic, Hamilton

There is no charge to our registered patients 
for the following services:
• Fit for school checks
• Child immunisations
• Free flu vac for over 65’s until June 30th annually
• Free smears for under 25’s

Visit us for all your family 
healthcare needs

220 Bank Street, Te Awamutu
Phone 872 0300

Te Awamutu

Medical Centre
Phone 872 0300
Welcome to all new 
Residents in the district

6231290AA
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Look back with pride, ahead with anticipation 

As the countdown continues to Fieldays’  40th

annual event which opens tomorrow, the 
2008 Premier Feature ‘The Science of Farm-

ing’ reminds us to look back with pride, as well as 
forward with anticipation.

 The Premier Feature area, outside the Mystery 
Creek Pavilion on M Road, and prime display space 
inside the pavilion, will showcase technologies and 
developments to a very wide range of Fieldays visi-
tors with exhibitors covering developments from 
GPS to nutrition, research to organics.  

The Premier Feature will offer visitors essential 
tools to increase their productivity and profi tabili-
ty on-farm, as well as showcasing the new product 
developments and advances that bring our nation 
success in high-value niche markets worldwide.

Fieldays team leader, Vanessa Richmond, says 
that the Science of Farming underpins the inter-
national success of our primary producers.  

“This area will be the heart of Fieldays, as it has 
been the heart of New Zealand’s success in com-
petitive domestic and international markets. 

“This is a chance to bring this crucial ongoing 
research and development into the spotlight at 
our greatest farming event.”

Premier Feature supporter, AgResearch and 
Strategic Partner, the University of Waikato are 
two of New Zealand’s most innovative organisa-
tions and will unveil the latest research and amaz-
ing interactive displays at Fieldays.

AgResearch Chief Executive Dr Andrew West 
says New Zealand farmers have always been early 
adopters of technology driven by creative science 
and this has been key to their success.

“Increasing global demand for our primary pro-
duce makes it an exciting time for the pastoral 
sector. AgResearch is committed to helping New 
Zealand farmers continue to raise their produc-
tivity, profi tability and sustainability through our 
research and development.”

Further opportunities to take new ideas back 
to the farm will be provided by The National Bank 
Seminar Series and the University of Waikato 
Seminar Series during the event.  

Fieldays’ 40th anniversary event (June 11-14) will 
be bursting with new ideas, technologies and 
methods. 

The concept of Fieldays was fi rst developed in 1968 
by a group of Waikato men.

● Fieldays fi rst held at Te Rapa Racecourse in 1969 
with a budget of $10,500. 

● The fi rst Fieldays attracted an estimated 15,000 
people. 

● The event was moved to the land known as 
Mystery Creek in 1971. 

● The Mystery Creek Pavilion and Mystery Creek 
Events Centre were created in 1995.  

● Today Fieldays attracts visitors from an average 
of 38 countries.

● 2007 Fieldays attracted 125,000 people.

National Fieldays set to celebrate 40th anniversary at Mystery Creek 

Fieldays facts 

Fieldays 2008 

Fieldays is set to celebrate its 40th year with the 
biggest agricultural party New Zealand has ever 
seen!

Look out for big changes around the site with a 
brand new meeting area at Gate 1, changes in the 
Tractor Pull and Fencing Areas and the new Eastern 
Marquee in the Eastern Exhibition area, showcasing 
even more rural lifestyle exhibits undercover. 

Don’t miss ‘Kiwi’s Best’ (see also page 8), a new 
initiative that celebrates products coming out of 
agriculture and horticulture with the fi nest New 
Zealand grown food and beverage providers showing, 
sampling, selling delicious products.

The offi cial Fieldays opening ceremony will be held 
on the Village Green at 12noon tomorrow, Wednesday 
June 11.

Gates open daily at 8am and close at 5pm. 
Free parking is provided.
Ticket Prices
Adults - $15 (or pre-purchase at the Te Awamutu 

Visitor Centre for $13 per adult)
Children - $6 (5-14 years), Pre-schoolers - free. 
Bus Service
Buses run from the Te Awamutu Rose Gardens 

8.30am daily and return at 5pm (purchase return 
tickets from driver - $10 adult, $8 child under 16).
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Call now for plan take-offs
pricing and delivery

Corner Cambridge & Te Rahu Roads
Te Awamutu
Phone: 07 871 7545
Fax: 07 871 7501
email: sales@timmos.co.nz
www.itm.co.nz/timmos

We welcome all new
residents to Te Awamutu

• Timber
• Hardware
• Precut
• Prenail
• Trusses
• Door furniture
• Wall Linings
• Power Tools 
• Paint
• Bathroom Products 
• Kitchens & Appliances
• FREE Estimates & Plan Take-offs...

FOR ALL YOUR...

Apply for your Priority

Apply for your Priority
Card in-store or on-line

Card in-store or on-line

BUILDING CENTRE



871 5609 ALL HOURS

SEPTIC TANKS

COWSHED SUMPS

ALL TRADE WASTES

6230838AA
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W
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A Welcoming Picnic Lunch to New 
Farm Owners and Sharemilkers

We extend a special invitation to all new farm owners and sharemilkers 
for a FREE picnic lunch, delivered by a senior staff veterinarian. 

Sit down over lunch and discuss your individual requirements, goals 
and aspirations. Our farm knowledge and history will be of real value to you.

V.E. VETERINARY
SERVICES LTD

New Comers Evening - Thursday June 19th 7pm
Meet the team, take a tour of our premises, see what we can 

offer you, and enjoy light refreshments

OPENING HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-5.30PM 
& SATURDAY 9AM-12NOON
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WELCOMEWELCOME
TO THE DISTRICT
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Rukuhia man John Pretty reck-
ons Lake Cameron is one of the 
Waikato’s best kept secrets. 

``You could ask 100 people on the 
main street of Hamilton if they’d 
ever heard of Lake Cameron and I 
bet they wouldn’t know,’’ he said.

But while many may be unaware 
of the daintiest little peat lake in 
the Waikato, for Mr Pretty it is a 
neighbourhood treasure, a favourite 
duck shooting spot and an absolute 
passion.

Mr Pretty is a member of the 
Lake Cameron Care Group, which 
has spent a number of years trans-
forming the lake reserve from a 
weed-choked mess into a beautiful 
recreational reserve.

The group has ripped out weeds, 
removed nuisance willow trees, 
planted more than 12,000 native 
trees, installed seats, created view-
ing areas and built walkways, com-
plete with bridges over drains.

A stile is being removed so parents 
can push prams down to the walk-
ways, raised boardwalks are being 
built over swampy areas, duck shoot-
ers are tidying up their maimais and 
more trees will be planted on the 
lakes western boundary.

The care group is also working 
with Melville High School students 
to landscape a wedding photogra-
phy area with a huge established 
tree as the centrepiece.

Once that’s been done, the group 

plans to offi cially hand over the 
reserve to Waipa District Council, 
which owns the land and has been 
extremely supportive of the restora-
tion project, helping with funding 
and resources.

Environment Waikato has ac-
tively supported the care group 
for many years, providing advice 
and helping to supply about 11,000 
native plants through the Honda 
Tree Fund.

Environment Waikato care 
group coordinator Bala Tikkisetty 
said the Lake Cameron project was 
a shining example of what could 
be achieved when councils and the 
community worked together.

Continued page 12.

Lake Cameron real 
Waikato treasure

LAKE CAMERON Care Group members, from left Waipa District councillor Diane 
Sharpe, John Finnerty and John Pretty, with the 100 litre capacity spray unit purpose 
built for the group and a backpack sprayer.
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132 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. www.wilksbrooke.co.nz Phone 871 3079

ILANA WILKS
Mobile

(0275) 445 262
iwilks@

wilksbrooke.co.nz

MARK PENNY
Mobile

(0274) 310 880
mpenny@

wilksbrooke.co.nz

DAZZLING AT... $5,329Excl.
GST

Only while stocks last.

LT-F250 Ozark 
2WD Manual

This reliable all-rounder is engineered to be practical, with nimble handling 
and a comfortable ride even when the going gets rough. The quiet four-
stroke engine is the largest in its class, with 5-speed transmission, an 
electric start and much more. You can’t ask for better value!

$9,995
LT-F500F Vinson
4WD Manual ONLY WHILE STOCKS LASTExcl.

GST

GET YOUR SUNNIES ON FOR THE ONE! WE’VE SLASHED THE 
PRICE OF OUR BIG GUTSY FARM QUAD-THE LEGENDARY VINSON 500 MANUAL.
This top-selling mountain climber will never be cheaper - you you’ll pay over $2,500 more for a 
similar quad from other brands. Get in quick before they’re all gone ‘cos at under 10k they can’t 
last. FINANCE AVAILABLE! with 50% deposit, 6mths deferred, then regular monthly payments 
at 0% interest. Normal lending criteria & a $350 DOC fee apply.
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After picking up three of the top 
four places in the Ag Art Wear 
Under 21 section last year, Te 

Awamutu College 2008 Wearable Arts 
students have a hard act to follow.

But the majority of the Year 11 stu-
dents entered into in this year’s event 
haven’t even been to Fieldays, let alone 
seen an Ag Art Wear show.

They are also new to the Wearable 
Arts course, so essentially start with ‘a 
clean slate’.

Wearable Arts teacher Pauline Hend-
erson says she is always surprised by 
the creativity shown by her students.

“They always come up with some-
thing different or interesting - but the 
real challenge is to transform that into 
something ‘wearable’.  

The students have a long list of con-
siderations when making their fi rst 
creation for Ag Art Wear.

“It’s not just a matter of making a 
stunning design. It has to be worn and 
walked in by a model - so it has to fi t 
reasonably onto that person and allow 
her to walk across the catwalk. 

“Using materials like wire and metal 
have to be considered carefully – they 
don’t bend or stretch like fabrics do.   

“The fi nished item then has to be 
transported to the Fieldays site and has 
to be sturdy enough to last for 10 shows 
on the catwalk - strong construction 
and fastenings are vital. How items are 
worn also has to be carefully described.”

Seven Te Awamutu College entries 
were delivered to Fieldays for this year’s 
Ag Art Wear competition – six of them 
for the Under 21 section and one for the  
Landcare section.

Entries for the Under 21 section must 
be made from products or by-products 
found and or used on a farm.  

Those in the Landcare section are 
made from products found solely 
on the land, refl ecting New Zealand’s 
unique landscape, fl ora and fauna.

The students will visit Fieldays on Fri-
day to see their creations on stage. 

PRINCESS: Waimaria Daniels (left) and 
Annalise Nelson used hundreds of feathers 
and hand woven fl ax pieces to create this 
entry ‘Te Puia’ (worn by Katelyn Massey). 

Amazing Ag Art Wear entries

THREADS OF LIFE: Katelyn 
Massey (above) and Danielle 
Smillie utilised 2000 artifi cial 
insemination straws and 100 
examination gloves from 
sponsor LIC to create their 
entry ‘New Beginnings’. They 
used hot glue and cable ties 
to create the ‘straw’ skirt over 
silage wrap and a ‘glove tight’ 
bodice. It is completed with an 
intricate head dress.

RAINBOW CONNECTION: Rochelle Taylor 
and Laura Brown (left) used nova-fl ow 
pipe from sponsors Farmlands as the 
central material for ‘Colour Connections’ 
(modelled here by Joanna Brogden). 
They painted each piece of pipe with tail 
paint and drilled holes to connect them 
with split links and chain.  The colours 
represent various personalities while the 
bodice combines all colours – showing 
how each unique personality stands 
alongside each other.

TWISTER: Jessica French’ wears her own 
creation ‘Maelstrom’ which refl ects a 
‘vortex of emotion’, strung together with 
dog clips and chains. 
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TE AWAMUTU REFUSE
 T R A N S F E R  C E N T R E
PHONE 07 871 4571
8 DAPHNE ST
TE AWAMUTU

A DIVISION OF TRANSPACIFIC INDUSTRIES GROUP

Bring this add 
in and get $5 
off your next 

load of rubbish

Plastics 1 2
Paper
Tin Cans
Aluminium Cans
Glass bottles
Gas Bottles

DO YOU NEED 2 HIRE A BIN?
CALL US! WE HAVE THE RIGHT SIZE BIN FOR
YOU AND WILL NOT BE BEATEN FOR PRICE.

TO PIRONGIA
PA

TE
RA

NG
I R

D

DAPHNE STREET

X

Valid until end of June

OPEN MON TO SAT: 8AM - 4PM

WE RECYCLEWE RECYCLE

BIG 9m BIN

3m BIN

 CONVENIENT 
1.7m BIN

Household     Garden      Demolition  

Whiteware     Concrete     Batteries

$430

$110$150

24 HOUR 
SAME DAY 
SERVICE

US ALL YOU LIKE

That’s OK because that’s our business

That’s OK because that’s our business

6230812AA

UP TO YOUR GUMBOOTS IN MUD!

We supply concrete for Feed 
Pads and Feed Troughs, 

Silage Bunkers and 
Fertiliser Bins. 

Built to your requirements.
Prepare NOW for next winter.

Phone 07 871 5209
Crn Alexandra St & Paterangi Rd, Te Awamutu • Email: bowers@wave.co.nz

For friendly, personal service, see your local concrete company

THERE IS A
BETTER WAY!

We Wish You 
All A Successful 
Farming Season.

We have Concrete
Products to suit
all your needs.

Your Certified Ready 
Mix Concrete Plant

www.bowersconcrete.co.nz
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Time to meet rural romeos

New Zealand’s bachelor cream 
of the crop have been found 
and are ready to compete 

for the ‘Fieldays Rural Bachelor of 
the Year®’ title at the Fieldays 2008.

Bachelor fi nalists hail from 
Northland, Waikato (2), King Coun-
try, Hawkes Bay, Manawatu, Wel-
lington and Canterbury, so there 
will be an entrant for everyone to 
support. 

“It’s fantastic to see the great 
range of guys from around the 
country with all sorts of agri-
cultural jobs that have entered 
the competition this year,” says 
Gemma Antoniadis. 

“We look forward to showing 
off New Zealand’s very best Rural 
Bachelors at an action-packed 40th

anniversary Fieldays.”
The bachelors will battle it out 

for the prestigious ‘Golden Gum-
boot’ trophy and their share of 
over $30,000 worth of prizes while 
experiencing an unforgettable 
week of celebrity status. 

They will be hosted in the ‘se-
cret bachelor pad’ for the week of 
Fieldays with all expenses paid.

2007 Fieldays Rural Bachelor of 
the Year, Paul Slater, will return to 
the competition in 2008, this time 
as a judge. 

Slater will be able to tell the 
fi nalists some of the fun that’s in 
store and will hand over the title 
and Golden Gumboot trophy at 
Fieldays on Saturday at 1pm, along 
with a swag of prizes including 
$5,000 cash and a trip for two to 
the Cook Islands. 

The 2008 Rural Bachelor fi nalists 
will make a special appearance at 
The Ale House in Te Awamutu on 
Thursday night (from 6pm), so 
head down for a fun evening to 
meet the eight bachelors and sup-
port the ‘locals’ from the waikato 
and King Country (pictured right).

Fieldays visitors can look for-
ward to seeing the Bachelors in 
action at the following times:

Wednesday, June 11
8:30am – NZ Pork Brekkie (Kiwi’s 

Best, M Road)
9:30am – Heat on Village Green
1:30pm – Heat on Village Green
3:00pm - Fastest Fencer Heat

Thursday, June 12
10:00am – Skellerup Heat, G73
11:00am – Heat on Village Green
12.00pm – Heat on Village Green
1:30pm – Cutting Horse Heat
3:00pm – Hyundai Heat on the 

Village Green
6:00pm – Meet the bachelors at 

The Ale House, Te Awamutu. 
Friday, June 13

10:00am – STIHL Chainsaw heat  
at J14-J16

11:30am – Farm Fashion heat on  
the Village Green

12:30pm – RD1 heat, Village Green
1:30pm – RD1 Auction, G34-G36
3:00pm - Drive a Digger Heat   

Road I
6:00pm – RD1 Bachelor Auction 

Dinner and public evening at The 
Bank Bar in Hamilton

Saturday, June 14
1:00pm – Fieldays Rural Bachelor 

of the Year announced in the Span-
tech Pavilion. 

2008 RURAL BACHELOR FINALISTS 
Mark Woodcock (35), Farm Manager from Northland
Lee Poolton (29), Excavator Driver from the Waikato
Robert Pollock (30), Dairy Farmer from the Waikato

Charlie Taituha, (22), Field Rep from the King Country
Patrick Bellerby (25) Dairy Salesman from Hawkes Bay

Peter Schreurs (26), Technician from Manawatu
Lee Matthews (35), Stock Manager from Wellington

Mark Dillon (20), Shepherd from Canterbury

CHARLIE TAITUHA

LEE POOLTON

ROBERT POLLOCK



CLIFF PEASE
B U L L D O Z I N G

CH Pease Ltd

Plus
Truck Work

CONTACT CLIFF PEASE
Phone: 07 - 823 6016
Mobile: 0274 758 381
4442 Ohaupo Road

The contractor who takes 
a personal interest in your 
Bulldozing requirements.
• Farm Races
• Tracks, forming new and 

maintaining existing
• Spreading 

draincleanings (& use 
them to advantage)

• Contouring and 
landscaping

• Site works
• Crowning low lying 

paddocks. Peat 
paddocks speciality.

6256397AA

For comprehensive advice on 
farm fi nancial management

Finn & Partners has particular
expertise in advising on taxation 
minimisation, accounting and 
cash fl ow budgeting, partnership 
restructuring, the use of companies
and trusts, farm fi nance and
succession planning.

For comprehensive advice on 
how to improve your business 
performance call partners 
Richard Chalecki, Peter Rogers, 
Allan Spice, Doug Hawkings and 
Mike Stone today.

Te Awamutu   07 871 7055

Hamilton        07 834 1022

Tauranga  07 578 5803

486 Alexandra Street, PO Box 17, Te Awamutu • Fax 07 871 3155 • Email fi nnp@xtra.co.nz
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TONY FABISH 
PANELWORKS

• State of the Art Autorobot Chassis Alignment System
• Your local Smith & Smith Autoglass service centre 
• Repair small chips and cracks in your car windscreen

A RECOMMENDED REPAIRER FOR

6242100A
A

Had an AccidentHad an Accident
Need a Tow TruckNeed a Tow Truck 
Need a Courtesy CarNeed a Courtesy Car
Windscreen Chipped or BrokenWindscreen Chipped or Broken

• Vero  • AA  • SIS
• AMP  • Axiom  
• Lumley Insurance 
• Tower Insurance  
• Farmers Mutual Group 
• AMI Insurance  
• NZI Insurance 
• State insurance

TONY FABISH
His years of experience ensure 

your vehicle is fully repaired 
back to factory specifi cations

410 Bond Road, Te Awamutu
PH 871 5069 • FAX 871 4069
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Focus on Kiwi food at Fieldays

All of our best home-grown food and bever-
age is destined for export markets, right?  
Wrong!  As part of Fieldays 40th anniver-

sary celebrations, ‘Kiwi’s Best’ comes to Fieldays to 
showcase the very best products coming from our 
farmers and growers.

‘Kiwi’s Best’ is a new marquee, situated at the 
heart of Fieldays, that will feature some of New 
Zealand’s fi nest food and beverage products in a 
package encompassing sampling, sales and cook-
ing demonstrations, all under the watchful eye of 
celebrity chef, Al Brown. 

Brown will be familiar to many as co-owner of 
top Wellington restaurant, Logan Brown, and host 
of popular television series ‘Hunger for the Wild’.

He enjoys eating just about anything, but most 
of all, simple food, cooked perfectly and believes 
that more time should be spent pleasing the pal-
ate than garnishing to please the eye. 

Chef Brown has created some special ‘Kiwi’s Best’ 
recipes using ingredients available from ‘Kiwi’s 
Best’ exhibitors. 

He encourages visitors to watch the demonstra-
tions, pick up a recipe card and the ingredients and 
enjoy ‘Kiwi’s Best’ in their own homes.

Brown’s exclusive recipes will be supported by 
a packed demonstration and tasting schedule in 
the Kitchen Studio kitchen from other ‘Kiwi’s Best’ 
exhibitors including NZ Pork, The Game Keeper, 
Kaweka Food Company and Southern Clams 
(which featured on Country Calendar in April). 

 Kiwi’s Best is proudly supported by L&P – World 
Famous in New Zealand.

CELEBRITY chef Al Brown will be making 
the most of ‘Kiwi Best’ produce during his 
cooking demonstrations at Fieldays.  

The next meeting of Dairy 
Women’s Network is to be 
held at Out in the Styx in two 

weeks.
The morning tea meeting is a 

chance to meet other dairying 
women and share helpful infor-
mation on being successful in 
business.

The meeting, on Tuesday, June 
24, begins at 9.30am for coffee and 
introductions -  a chance to catch 
up with old friends and meet new 
people.

From 10am there will be an 

informal session where women 
will share hints, ideas and plans 
on how they got through a busy 
calving period.

From 10.45 the group will be ad-
dressed by guest speaker Robyn 
Clements.

Mrs Clements is a Women in 
dairying trust board member 
and is well known by many in the 
industry as a past shareholder 
councillor for Fonterra.

She will present an introduction 
to the network, a brief history and 
what the trust board sees as the 

future for the organisation.
There will be time for a question 

and answer session before the 
meeting concludes at 11.30am.

More networking time is 
planned. Women are welcome to 
stay for coffee and a bite to eat, or 
can book for lunch.

Anyone interested in Dairy 
Women’s Network is welcome to 
contact Sue Forsythe (871 1552 or 
forsytheview@wnation.co.nz).

Women attending the meeting 
are asked to confi rm with Mrs For-
sythe for catering purposes.

Women’s network meets ‘Out in the Styx’



GRANT McCONNACHIE
a/h 871 4578

mob 027 485 4987

PAUL MANIAPOTO
a/h 871 4954

mob 027 2493841Alexandra Street, TE AWAMUTU  PH 870 2535
www.ford.co.nz  www.fairviewmotors.co.nz

L.M.V.D.

Get a tax cut before the election

Buy any Ranger during Fieldays and Ford will shout you the fi rst 20,000km worth of 
Road User Chargers. Thats one less tax to worry about. Offer valid until 31 July 2008.

6232618AA

Lifestyle cottages specialise inLifestyle cottages specialise in 
custom built cottages or roomscustom built cottages or rooms

� Design and build
� Multiple design options
� Multiple chattels options
� Built on-site

We can build specifically to yourWe can build specifi cally to your 
individual requirements, ideal for farmindividual requirements, ideal for farm 
cottages, secondary housing or rentalscottages, secondary housing or rentals

Local Owner/Agent
Kelvin Beckett - 021 848 515
Zane Beckett - 021 550 744

CALL FOR A FREE 
QUOTE TODAY

COTTAGESCOTTAGES
LIFESTYLE

6230858AA
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Special events for 40th year

Two competitions that centre 
on  routine farm tasks -  trac-
tor driving and fencing - at-

tract the attention of over 120,000 
Fieldays visitors each year.

They also reward entrants with 
substantial cash and product 
prizes. 

The Fieldays National Tractor 
Pull competition is one of the most 
watched attractions at the event.  

The fencing area also draws a 
crowd throughout the day to see 
top quality fencers create the best 
quality fence against the clock.

The Fieldays Wiremark & Cyclone 
Fencing Championships has been a 
feature at Fieldays since its begin-
ning at Te Rapa Racecourse.  

For this 40th event, the Silver 
Spades (doubles) competition 
will face the challenge of fencing 
without the assistance of modern 

powertools.
 The Golden Pliers (singles) com-

petition will use the latest technol-
ogy, graphically illustrating the 
progress made in tools over the 
years.

There are cash prizes up for grabs 
in addition to trophies and product 
packs in all classes.  

The cash prize - $5000 - awarded 
to the Golden Pliers winner will 
buy a lot of fencing equipment 
and farm supplies, with plenty left 
over for something a little more 
indulgent.

Not to be left behind, the Fieldays 
National Tractor Pull competition 
boasts plenty of improvements for 
2008 as well. 

The track has been redesigned, 
viewing areas improved and ad-
ditional exhibitor sites added into 
the area.  

Following a successful launch in 
2007, the Weight Transfer Class will 
return, where competitors pull an 
increasing weight as far as they 
can.  

Organisers have looked abroad to 
expand the competition, this year 
introducing the Farm Stock class. 

 This new class will encourage 
farmers and younger entrants to 
have a go. 

 Tractors in the standard Farm 
Stock class are two wheel drive 
with no modifi cations with a Farm 
Stock Sports class allowing modi-
fi cation to the injector, injector 
pump and turbo.  

The Farm Stock class is popular in 
Europe and  should see equal inter-
est in New Zealand.

 The Supermodifi ed Tractors will 
also return to rumble the Fieldays 
site and thrill crowds.

ONE of the supermodifi ed tractors lines up for the 
Fieldays Tractor Pull competition. 

FENCING legend Paul van 
Beers in action at Fieldays.  
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The Warriner family  -     
Geoff, Paula, Elizabeth (8), 
Caitlyn (6) and Robinson 

(3) - now live on a 120 ha farm 
in Poowong North (around 90 
minutes south east of Mel-
bourne).

After plenty of research and 
several trips to Australia, they 
chose the area to buy a farm 
because of the mix of rain fall, 
soil type and general locality.

“We wanted it to be in 
close proximity to a city and 
beaches, have plenty of choices 
for schooling and be well serv-
iced.”

When they bought the 
farm it was fairly run down 
and included a cheese factory 
– so there were plenty of chal-
lenges to deal with in their 
fi rst year.    

Not surprisingly it was actu-
ally their fi rst two weeks on 
the property that proved to be 
the most frantic.

“We shifted onto the new 
property on June 2 and started 
milking on the afternoon of 
the third. Our cheesemaker 
Barry Charlton started clean-
ing out the factory to set it up 
for production on June 4 and 
our house furniture fi nally ar-
rived on June 5.

“We had a family wedding to 
attend in Melbourne on June 6 
and started building the new 
dairy shed on June 12.” 

There was also plenty of 
work to do on the farm.

“Due to ill health, the previ-
ous owner hadn’t milked on 
the property for a couple of 
years, so it wasn’t in top shape. 

“We completed our new 

dairy in December and we are 
currently undertaking a large 
regrassing programme - we 
intend having the whole farm 
regrassed in three years, by 
which time we would expect 
to be carrying 400 cows.”

They are currently milking 
around 300 (mainly jersey’s, 
50% pedigree) through a 30 
aside swing over. 

“We milk jerseys because of 
their ability to turn grass into 
milk profi tably and their gen-
eral temperament, size and 
workability.”  

The herd is fed a mix of grass 
silage, cereal silage and maize 
silage harvested off the farm. 
Concentrate is fed in bail and 
some palm kernel is fed.

The farm operates as a 
partnership with Te Awamutu 
farmers Dave and Sue For-
sythe. 

Mrs Forsythe actually 
milked on the Poowong prop-
erty for three months prior 
to the Warriners arrival, as 
the Australians don’t operate a 
June 1 changeover as we do in 
New Zealand.    

Due to the climate and con-
tour not being a lot different 
to home the Warriners say the 
farming isn’t really a lot differ-
ent either.

“The biggest difference 
would be that the farmers 
here do ensure they have a lot 
of feed on hand at all times, 
particularly after the drought.

“We weren’t really affected 
by the drought when we got 
here as this farm hadn’t been 
milked on for a few years.

“The winter had above av-

erage rain fall and this sum-
mer has been pretty good.  
Although more rain would’ve 
been nice we were actually in a 
better position than the poor 
New Zealand farmers.”

GOURMET CHEESE
The Kina (Kiwis In Australia) 

Dairies Partnership has also 
entered into a partnership 
with Barry Charlton and 
Cheryl Hulls to form Berrys 
Creek Gourmet Cheese.  

“The cheese is hand-crafted 
on the property, using milk 
produced on the farm.

“Barry was head cheese-
maker at Jindi Cheese, win-
ning a world title whilst there. 
It had been his dream for a 
number of years to have his 
own cheese-making business.  

“The factory is currently pro-
ducing about 300kgs of cheese 
a week.  

“This includes blue cheeses - 
Oak, Tarwin and Mossvale, two 
are semi-sweet hard cheeses 
-Paese and Monterey, the 
remaining ones are Brie and 
Camembert.

“The cheese has been mar-
keted through stores locally 
and also at Farmers Markets. 
This month we have also had a 
wholesaler market the cheese 
throughout Queensland.”

RED TAPE 
One of the hardest things 

about the shift for the Warrin-
ers was getting used to the ‘red 
tape’ in Australia.

“We were unable to obtain 
Medicare cards because we 
couldn’t prove that we weren’t 
going to move back to New 

Zealand. 
“Even buying mobile phones 

was a nightmare due to what 
they call the 100 point system 
- you need 100 points in identi-
fi cation to buy anything, even 
open a bank account.  

“We had to provide a Pass-
port, Birth Certifi cate, proof 
of Australian bank account, 
credit card, Drivers Licence 
and Marriage Certifi cate and 
still did not come within the 
100 points to buy a phone!”  

However, she says the family 
has settled quickly. 

“Poowong is a small town 
of about 300 people and con-
tains a school, kindergarten, 
playgroup, swimming pool, 
basketball courts, squash club, 
badminton club, netball club 
and of course the famous 
‘footy’ oval.

“Funnily enough the ground 
had extremely green grass dur-
ing the big drought and it was 
subsequently found to have a 
tap on, irrigating the grounds, 
from the local water supply 
that ‘no-one’ knew about!

“Socialising and meeting 
new people hasn’t been a 
problem.  Through having 
children at school, ‘kinder’ and 
playgroup it didn’t take long at 
all to settle in.

“The kids are loving it 
- Elizabeth often says she 
never wants to return to New 
Zealand.”

Mrs Warriner says the area 
is similar in many ways to 
‘home’.

“About the only thing we are 
missing about New Zealand - 
apart from family and friends 

- is the beer and food! 
“I personally miss seeing the 

mountains.  We are supposed 
to be living pretty much at 
the beginning of the Strzelecki 
Mountain Range, but I can’t see 
it at all - it looks just like a hilly 
area to me.”  

“So - a year on - we are still 
fairly busy, but have settled 
well and we are loving it.  Our 
only regret would be not tak-
ing time off for a holiday be-
fore we got here - we weren’t 
expecting to be as busy as we 
have been since we moved!”

Kiwis ‘fly’ into new farming lifestyle
Former Te Mawhai farmers Geoff and Paula Warriner packed up their home, farm and family in June last year and headed 
for Victoria, Australia. At the time that country was in the grip of a drought, but the Warriners felt the shift ‘across the ditch’ 
provided them with an opportunity to advance their dairying career. So what have they achieved in their fi rst year?

KIWIS Geoff and Paula Warriner at a gala event in 
Australia which was sponsored by Berrys Creek 
Cheese (a gourmet range which is made in a 
factory on their Poowong property.)  

1993 Toyota Dyna Tipper
3.6 diesel, electric hoist, towbar, great for the 
farm, 224,000kms

$7,825

Ohaupo Road • Te Awamutu
Mark Irwin Ph/Fax 870 1313 Mob 0274 965 629
Greg Irwin Ph/Fax 871 4724 Mob 0274 901 357

T.A TOP TRUCK 
SUPPLIES

6268737AA

1996 Mitsubishi Canter FE 527
Big long 4.2m3 long deck. 4.3 engine. Getting 
hard to find. A steal at ...

1996 Nissan Atlas x2
2.7 diesels, dual wheels on rear. Both run on 
W.O.F.s Great runabouts.

$6,750

1996 Isuzu Elf 250
Got the big 4.3 engine 175,000kms. Nice 
flatdeck with tool box. New C.O.F. Great buy at ...

1992 Isuzu’s
2 in stock, 1 x flatdeck, 1 x PTO tipper, not bad 
trucks, priced to sell

$4,995

1998 Toyota Townace
Petrol engine, automatic, Chiller van, ideal 
for food deliveries. Get in quick for the new 
regulations. All set to go.

GOLF CARTS
2 and 4 seaters, petrol powered, make life easier. 
From

$6,995
$7,850

$7,850

1990 Mazda
3.5 litre diesel automatic, PTO tipper only 
150,000kms. Nice unit, out she goes.

$5,995

$7,995

$2,950

30 MORE30 MORE 

TRUCKS INTRUCKS IN 

STOCK!STOCK!
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We Welcome all new 
farmers to our area

Thinking of growing maize?
We make it simple!

World maize prices are very strong and the 
expectation is that they will only get better

New and existing growers are 
invited to join our co-operative 

and reap the benefi ts

■ Competitively 
    priced inputs 

■ Seasonal fi nance
■ Final payment rebate

Call the team today on 0800 262 493
www.alliedgrain.co.nz



OUR AIM: TO PROVIDE THE BEST EQUIPMENT 
WITH THE BEST POSSIBLE SERVICE.

56 CAMBRIDGE RD,
(OPPOSITE TIMMO'S ITM) TE AWAMUTU

John & Gail Derecourt - Owner/Managers

PHONE (07) 871 3288
HOURS: Monday - Friday: 7.00am - 5.30pm.

Saturday: 8.00am - 4.00pm

6246433AA

RURAL ROUNDUP, TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2008 11

Pre-calving checklist

Welcome to another Rural 
Roundup Farm Manage-
ment column, especially 

to all of you who have just moved 
into the Te Awamutu area!  

We certainly enjoy a great loca-
tion with very good soils, climate 
and support businesses to help 
achieve your farming goals.

As we rush towards the start 
of another calving period, this 
month I will cover off a check list 
to make sure that you have all the 
important areas covered, as the 
next 4-6 week before calving can 
pass all too quickly!

PASTURE MANAGEMENT

Even if you do not regularly 
plate walk your farm, June is a 
critical month to do this.  From 
June we have rapidly declining 
window to correct any shortfall in 
pasture cover.  

Is your farm at 2,200 kgs DM/ha?  
If not, does your feed budget say 
that you can make it through?  
Many farms that usually had a 
few bales of balage lying around 
to help get them through a wet 
muddy period of weather do not 
have these available.  What is your 
alternate plan?

Most farms systems should be 
on around an 80-100 day round by 
now.  This is important to ensure 

that a good pasture wedge is cre-
ated.  If cows are underfed (due 
to low APC and low pre-grazing 
covers), then look to add in supple-
ments instead of going on a faster 
round.

SUPPLEMENTS ON-HAND
Take an inventory of all supple-

ments that you do have on-hand.  
Plan out how the different forms 
can best be fed to different mobs 
to minimise wastage and soil and 
pasture damage.

Contracts for PKE are now avail-
able from most stock feed compa-
nies.  By contracting ahead you can 
budget on quantities, get lower 
prices and better guarantees of 
having the feed when you need it.

ANIMAL HEALTH
Now is a good time to start sup-

plementing with magnesium to 
your dry cows.  

You need to start at least 3-4 
weeks before calving.  We do this 
to build up a reserve of Mg in the 
cows and get the cows metabolic 
system primed to be able to mo-
bilise both Mg and Ca from body 
tissue.

Double check your usual system 
and re-read the directions and 
rates suggested on the product 
labels.  Often I fi nd that these 
rates are incorrect when checked.  
Get these rates written up and 
posted in easy to read places for 
staff to follow.  The rates in the 
table apply:

Remember that if dusting, it is 
quite normal to lose 50% of what 

you are intending the cows to in-
gest, so double the rate that you 
want the cows to be getting.

Now is also a good time to get 
a pour-on drench onto all stock.  
Talk to your vet for what is the best 
option for your farm.  

Drenching now will certainly 
help get those lower BCS cows up 
to condition.

Now is a good time to talk to 
your vet to discuss mastitis man-
agement options.  There have been 
some good results with some re-
ductions of 30-40% of clinical mas-
titis (CM) from using TeatSeal in 
heifers one month out from PSC.  
With the cost of CM costing up to 
$250 per cow from lost production, 
products and time, (and that’s not 
including the cost of culling) you 
could reduce the amount of CM by 
spending $15 per cow by TeatSeal-
ing.  There are some other options 
as well, so seek advice to what is 
the best option for your farm.

FARM RECORDS

Now is a good time to make sure 
that all the records for the past 12 
months are all completed.  Get all 
those animal record queries ti-
died up now before calving starts, 
which will only compound the 
problem

Now is a good time to get your 
farm loaded into DairyBase if you 
haven’t.  And for those of you who 
are already registered, now is a 
good time to put in the 2007/08 
physical data.

Continued page 46.

By Darren 
Sutton
—  Waikato 
FarmWise 
consultant.



with home 
grown grown 
meatmeat

Stock your Stock your 
freezer

We have a vehicle We have a vehicle 
especially designed for especially designed for 
farm pick-up and killing farm pick-up and killing 
in your areain your area

We are not retail butchers We are not retail butchers 
and handle no stock, and handle no stock, 
except farmer-ownedexcept farmer-owned

We have a fully We have a fully 
equipped van to deliver equipped van to deliver 
your pre-packed meat your pre-packed meat 
back to youback to you

• Bacon Cured• Bacon Cured
• All corned cuts   • All corned cuts   

processed   processed
• Sausages• Sausages

All beasts hung for at All beasts hung for at 
least six days before least six days before 
processingprocessing

Rickit Road, Te AwamutuRickit Road, Te Awamutu
Ph 871 5320 A/H 871 6305Ph 871 5320 A/H 871 6305Phone for a no obligation free quote

 Ph 07 870 2021

COMPLETE FERTILISER 
& LIME SERVICES

RON RUSSO BULK SPREADING
Spreading Across the Waikato

BAG

CARTAGE

Urea

Causmag

Stock Meal

Bags delivered with Hiab

A Special Welcome to all
New Farmers in our area

Fertiliser

Urea

Lime

Chicken
Litter

CARTAGE 

AND

SPREADING

Chicken Litter can also be supplied
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KERRY WOODHEAD
Owner
Mobile 027 438 0018

Extend the life 
of your bike

1 Landscape Lane, Te Awamutu
Ph: 07 871 2065  Fax: 07 870 5534

Kerry Woodhead (Owner) - Mobile 027 438 0018
6236130AA

We Welcome... all new residents to 
the Te Awamutu area

We Invite You... to join our many 
existing clients as we continue to provide 
a quality service in fabrication and general 
engineering work

We Specialise in... 
- Quad Bike Frame Straightening and Repairs
- Replacement Frame Sections
- Vehicle Repowers and Modifications
- Trailer Rebuilds and Brake Compliance
- Welding
- Machining
...any Fabrication or Repair Job to meet   
 your requirements
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From page 4.
``There are lots of people out 

there willing to roll up their sleeves 
and get stuck into improving their 
local environment, but they don’t 
always have the technical knowl-
edge or experience to get things 
off the ground,’’ he said.

``That’s where we are very keen 
to help. Environmental manage-
ment is not rocket science; it 
simply requires three key factors  
technical knowledge, resources 
and commitment. We can help 
with the fi rst two but the com-
mitment has to come from the 
community.’’

Ask Mr Pretty why he has spent 
so much time and effort helping 
to restore the reserve and he fi nds 
it hard to explain. 

``I’ve got no kids, but I just want 
to leave it to future generations 
and I think everyone else has the 
same attitude,’’ he said.

``It was there a hell of a long time 
before us and it’ll be there a hell of 
a long time to come.’’

Lake Cameron lies about 10 
minutes drive south of Hamilton, 
accessed off Rukuhia Road. 

Like many of the other 31 peat 
lakes in the Waikato region, it is 
home to many rare and threat-
ened plants specially adapted for 
the unique, slightly acidic water 
conditions. Protected native birds 
seen at the reserve include the 
large black shag, pied stilt, white-
faced heron, spur-winger plover 
and grey warbler.

``Lake Cameron is probably one 
of the few peat lakes around where 
we actually have the genuine old 
rushes that the Maori people used 
originally for thatching on the hut 
roofs, just growing naturally in 
the peat, and we want to preserve 
that,’’ Mr Pretty said.

``In 100 years time we want peo-
ple to have school trips down to 
the lake so people can see how it 
was 1000 years ago.’’ 

Once farmed right to the lake 
edge, the reserve was a mess be-
fore a large-scale restoration ef-
fort began more than 10 years ago, 
chocka with willows and overrun 
with stock.  

``You couldn’t even walk down 
there because of all the blackber-
ries,’’ Mr Pretty said. 

But when the land around the 
lake was given to Waipa District 
Council under new subdivision 
rules and stock was fenced out 
the community really got its act 
together.

A number of people from the 
community chipped in, including 
Rukuhia School students, assisted 
by the Department of Conserva-
tion.

``It was just one of those situa-
tions where someone would ring 
up and say hey, Im going to do a 
bit of work around the lake to-
morrow, do you want to help?’’ Mr 
Pretty said.

``There was nothing hard and 
fast, no working bees, just good-
will.’’ 

The group applied for a $3500 
grant to buy an industrial mower 
and Environment Waikato got 
involved, helping to supply trees 
through the Honda Tree Fund.

After attending an Environment 
Waikato networking day for care 
groups, the Lake Cameron Care 
Group was offi cially formed in 
about 2003.

``The best thing about the project 
is the support from absolutely 
everyone who’s been involved,’’ Mr 
Pretty said. ``Waipa District Council 
and Environment Waikato have 
been 100 per cent behind us and 
backed us to the hilt.  Every time 
weve needed something, it’s there.’’

Mr Pretty is very keen to see 
more people visiting the lake 
reserve which covers about 8.5ha  
and takes about 20 minutes to 
walk around.

``We’ve got a very serviceable lit-
tle lake now, if you had any little 
kiddies they’d have a whale of a 
time here,’’ he said.

``More and more people are 
coming to visit the lake because 
of the way Environment Waikato 
has created a networking system 
among the care groups”.

From page 12.

STAFF MANAGEMENT
Most staff changes should have 

occurred by now.  Do you have an 
induction programme?  If not, at 
least take the time to write a list 
of the most important jobs or sys-
tems that apply to your farm, and 
then ensure these are adequately 
explained.  Don’t just assume that 
someone will have experienced 
your way of doing things!  Legally 
you are also required to have staff 
trained in using all machinery and 
have identifi ed with them the 
most common hazards on your 
farm.

June is also a good time to re-
write and laminate all the proce-
dures carried out in the dairy shed.  
These should include, washing 
of plant, management processes 
of cows into and out of the co-
lostrum mob, calf collection and 
rearing, administrating animal 
remedies, and mixing recipes of 
minerals.

June is also a great time to take 
a holiday!  So take a well-deserved 
break even if only for an extra long 
weekend.  It is also a good idea if 
staff can get a short break just 
before calving to keep everyone 
fresh.

Pre-calving check

Lake Cameron a treasure



CORBOY
EARTHMOVERS LTD

CORBOYSCORBOYS

RD3, Te Kawa, Te Awamutu
Phone 07 - 8711 803 • Fax 07 - 8711 651
Cactus  0274 930 897; Brent 027 271 1803

We welcome new farmers to Corboy country - For contracting excellence contact us today

FARM, ROAD & DEVELOPMENTFARM, ROAD & DEVELOPMENT
CONTRACTING SPECIALISTSCONTRACTING SPECIALISTSYourYour

FARM TRACKS - DRIVEWAYS - SITEWORKS DRAINAGE AND EXCAVATION

UNDERPASS INSTALLATION METAL SUPPLY AND CARTAGE

6232632AA
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Eggs an affordable 
family meal choice
Parents can still feed a fam-

ily of four with a nutritious 
meal for under $6 with eggs  

- which is why egg consumption 
is up - according to New Zealand’s 
egg marketing organisation, Eggs 
Incorporated. 

“Even though egg producers are 
battling with sky rocketing feed 
and grain prices which have forced 
the price of eggs up, they still work 
out to be a very economical and 
nutritious meal solution and mums 
turn to them when luxuries are off 
the menu,” says Eggs Incorporated’s 
CEO Peter High. 

According to latest survey results, 
consumption fi gures are the 
highest they have been for over 12 
years. 

Today, the average Kiwi eats 225 
eggs a year, up 14% from 1995, when 
there were 194 eggs per person 
consumed a year. 

Consumption fi gures peaked in 
August 2007 as rising living costs 

started to bite, and have remained 
strong since. 

“Eggs just 
can’t be 
beaten 
when

it comes to 
helping stretch
the household budget,” he says. 

“Through our research, we 
know that parents are serving 
the family up dishes like frittatas 
and omelettes made from leftover 
meals the night before, and 

boiling an egg for breakfast as an 
alternative to costly cereals.” 

 “Making cost effective 
desserts such as a 

hearty bread and 
butter pudding and 

more home baking 
are also areas 
where people 
are using eggs 
to help save the 

pennies when food 
shopping.” 

 “And let’s not 
forget that as well as 

being economical, eggs 
are also a vital part of the 

New Zealand diet and nature’s 
original health food,” says Mr High. 

Eggs contain protein, vitamins 
B12, A and D, lutein, folate, calcium, 
zinc selenium, magnesium, 
zeaxanthin, choline and a number 
of antioxidants, which may aid 
in health promotion and disease 
prevention. 

Farmers increasingly use 
pregnancy scanning infor-
mation to help tighten the 

calving/fawning/lambing window. 
A collaboration between two tech-
nologies now means those results 
can be translated immediately to 
herd/mob records.

Livestock Improvement (LIC), 
whose MINDA animal perform-
ance management system is 
used by dairy, beef, sheep and 
deer farmers, has worked with 
pregnancy scanners, Ultra-Scan, 
to integrate their products so the 
results of pregnancy scanning are 

translated into animal records.
LIC and Ultra-Scan developed 

the software that allows the 
data to be transferred to MINDA 
earlier this year. The Ultra-Scan 
franchisees now have the soft-
ware, meaning the new service is 
nationwide.

Pregnancy can be detected as 
soon as 30 days after conception, 
says Ultra-Scan owner, David Mc-
Donald, identifying animals which 
are empty so remedial action can 
be taken.

Pregnancy diagnosis doesn’t ‘just’ 
capture the image of embryo – it 

also identifi es a range of factors, 
eg. twins or triplets, mummifi ed 
foetus and conditions which could 
compromise the pregnancy. 

“Farmers were, traditionally, 
provided with a report with this 
information which they then had 
to manually enter into their herd 
or animal management program. 
Now that’s all done for them.”

LIC’s General Manager of Farm 
Software, Rob Ford, says the ability 
to integrate pregnancy scanning 
data into animal records means 
farmers have a management tool 
at their fi nger tips.

LIC and Ultra-Scan working together

TE AWAMUTU SPORTS

RUGBY: • Premier A & B • Under 19 Years
   • Under 85kgs 
JNR RUGBY: • 20 teams 7th-13th Grade
DARTS: • Senior & Youth
TOUCH: • Junior & Senior Competitions  
BOXING: • Junior & Senior
NETBALL: • 19 teams 
   • Primary School / Premier
RUGBY LEAGUE: • Waikato Reserve Grade 

  plus 4 junior grades
CYCLING: • Junior - Senior
HOCKEY: • Junior - Senior
PIPE BAND: • All Ages
TRIATHLON: • Junior - Senior
CRICKET

Rugby Ian Davison  07 871 2848
Jnr Rugby Wayne Annan  07 871 2980
Darts Milly Flintoff  0274 868 134
Touch Jo Sprangers  07 871 8651
Boxing Don Whalley  0272 955 559
Pipe band George Davidson  07 871 4581
Netball Diane Cox  07 871 8981
Rugby League Richard Clark  07 870 1505
Cycling Don Buchanan  0274 801 791
Hockey Sally Davies  07 871 6498
Triathlon Errol Newlands  07 871 3465

WELCOMES ALL NEW FARMERS TO 
THE TE AWAMUTU AREA

We offer a wide range of sports and activities

SPORT CONTACTS

Clubrooms 871 3910 ~ Fax 871 4068
www.tasports@xtra.co.nz

6231252AA



We are the specialists in all fertiliser, lime and high 
analysis groundspreading

We have the latest 4WD groundspreading trucks

All equipped with flotation tyres and latest 
computer  systems for precise fertiliser application

All trucks are   Certified

ALSO AVAILABLE: MINI SPREADER / ORGANIC FERTILISER SPREADER /
LOADER FOR ON FARM JOBS / SALVAGE WINCH.

Plus, for your convenience we have our own bulk stores.
So for a first class job at a fair and competitive price,

Phone Tony 07 871 6281 or visit our website: www.groundspread.co.nz
DEPOT: 126 Paterangi Rd, Te Awamutu. Fax 07 871 8532. Mobile: 0800 923 883

Tony Cook Groundspread Limited 
welcomes all new farmers to the district, 
and wishes them and existing clients all 

the best for the coming season

6231799AA
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•    Digger Hire 
•    Effluent Ponds
•    Earthmoving 
•    Farm Works
•    Wet Lands 
•    Ponds
•    Lakes

0800 686 294
Email: info@numax.co.nz  -  Web: www.numax.co.nz

20 TONNE EXCAVATORS - UP TO 20M REACH
12 TONNE EXCAVATORS - UP TO 10M REACH

Book NOW for 

Effl uent Ponds
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6232383AA

Main South Road 
Te Awamutu 

Ph (07) 871 3079
w w w. w i l k s b r o o k e . c o . n z

NEIL GOODRICK
Mob (027) 292 9040

ngoodrick@wilksbrooke.co.nz

GRANT WILKS
Mob (027) 4 948 672

gwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

BUY A MAZDA BT-50 AT FIELDAYS 
AND GET A FREE TOWBAR* 

B l o o d y  Te r r i f i c
Now’s a great time to get into a Bloody Terrific Mazda BT-50, With its big 3.0 litre 
commanrail turbo pumping out 380Nm of torque and braked towing of 3,00kg, 
the only things working harder are the deals available across the BT-50 range. 
Stock is limited, so cut a track down to Wilksbrooke Motors now. Plus if you buy 
before 30 June 2008, you’ll get a bloody tough towbar worth $750 for free*

VISIT US AT SITE F95 & F93

*Qualifying BT-50 purchases between May 1- June 30 2008 receive a Mazda Genuine 3,000kg towbar, including fitting and wiring, valued at $750 (towbar 
value per manufacture’s recommendation, quotable value may vary by location). Mazda M-Deals valid from 1 May - 30 June 2008, or while stocks last. Flat 
deck not included with Cab Plus Chassis shown. Every BT-50 comes with a Mazda Commercial Care Genuine factory warranty for 3 years or 100,000 
(whichever occurs first) and Mazda On Call roadside assistance. Visit mazda.co.nz for full terms and conditions.
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Natives in demand

Discounted native trees and 
shrubs offered for environ-
mental restoration projects 

by Environment Waikato have gone 
like hotcakes this year.

Farmers, landcare groups and 
Environment Waikato ordered 
80,000 plants, most of which will be 
planted beside rivers, streams and 
wetlands. They will help to stabilise 
erosion-prone areas, reduce fl ood 
risks, improve water quality and 
create more habitat for native 
plants and animals.

Environment Waikato takes plant 
orders on behalf of land owners and 
care groups every year and puts 
huge orders through local nurseries. 
The council also orders plants for 
its own environmental restoration 
projects.

“By buying in bulk through our 

contacts we can get native plants at 
excellent rates, giving people great 
bang for their buck,” Environment 
Waikato River and Catchment 
Services committee chair Andra 
Neeley said.

“We are helping to get more trees 
planted in riparian zones around 
the region and we know they’re 
good quality, so everyone wins.”

More than 130 farmers and groups 
ordered plants this year.

The council is grateful to Hamilton 
Airport staff who stored the trees 
for free and keeping them watered. 

There are a variety of species, 
including cabbage trees, kahikatea, 
fl axes and grasses, supplied by eight 
Waikato nurseries.

“Last year we sourced 68,000 
plants for farmers, care groups and 
Environment Waikato projects, so 

to have 83,000 ordered this year is 
fantastic,” Cr Neeley said.

Environment Waikato 
Coromandel land management 
offi cer Emily O’Donnell said the 
response from land owners had 
been overwhelming.

“They’ve been thrilled with the 
quality of the plants and lots are 
really enthusiastic about doing 
more plantings next year. We had 
more orders than we could fi ll and 
it’s been really heartening to have so 
much support for the project.”

This is the third year the 
discounted native plant offer has 
been run in the region. 

If you are interested in planting 
trees to improve natural waterways 
on your property, please call 0800 
800 401 and ask for your local land 
management offi cer.

TAMAHERE lifestyle block owner Craig Bell loading plants into his trailer at 
Environment Waikato’s Hamilton aiport plant depot, helped by Enviornment Waikato 
River and Catchment Services Committee chair Andra Neeley.



� Hand Tools
� Power Tools
� Bolts
� Bearings
� Trailer Parts
� V-Belt and Transmission Chain
� Air Tools and Accessories
�   Hydraulic 

           hose repairs

S T O C K I S T S  O F

WE WELCOME ALL NEW RESIDENTS 
TO THE TE AWAMUTU AREA.
FOR ALL YOUR ENGINEERING SUPPLY NEEDS,
WE INVITE YOU TO CHECK OUT OUR REVAMPED
AND LARGER PURPOSE BUILT SHOWROOM.

EUAN BERRY
Manager

MATT 
BARROWCLIFFE

MATTY
HARDING

ENGINEERING SUPPLIES

&CavalierStewartStewart
E n g i n e e r i n g  S u p p l i e s

1317 Alexandra St, Te Awamutu
PHONE 871 7062

6232771AA
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Budget pest control 
funding a good start
Regional councils are praising 

an extra $1.3 million a year 
for pest control outlined in 

the Budget.
The new money for the Crown’s 

exacerbator fund will be used to 
support Department of Conserva-
tion and Land Information New 
Zealand pest control efforts on 
their lands

Money from the 
exacerbator fund 
is used to help the 
two Government 
agencies comply 
with regional 
pest management 
strategies. The 
Government is 
not legally obliged 
to comply with 
these strategies 
even though it is 
a very signifi cant 
landowner and its 
participation in 
pest management 
schemes can be 
crucial to their 
success

Regional councils have long ar-
gued more money should be placed 
in the exacerbator fund so that the 
Government is paying more of its 
fair share of pest control. 

Prior to the Budget announce-
ment, the exacerbator fund had 
been at the same nominal level for 
a decade

Speaking on behalf of regional 
councils, the chairman of Local 
Government New Zealand’s re-
gional affairs committee Stephen 
Cairns thanked the Ministers of Bi-
osecurity, Conservation, and Land 
Information for delivering this 

‘much needed increase for Crown 
agencies’ pest control efforts’.

“This is a good start,” said Mr 
Cairns, who is also chair of Otago 
Regional Council. 

“The extra additional $1.33 mil-
lion in 2008-09 will help Crown 
agencies improve their compliance 
with regional pest management 

strategies and act as better land-
owners.”  

However, councils hope the Gov-
ernment will dig even deeper in 
future to ensure enough money 
is in the exacerbator fund to help 
bridge the large shortfall in Crown 
funding for the crucial pest con-
trol work carried out by regional 
councils. Regional councils feel this 
work has never received suffi cient 
support from the Government and 
that the exacerbator fund’s total 
should reach more than $10 mil-
lion, which is more than double the 
current level of this budget

DOC does a considerable amount 

of pest control to protect habitat 
and biodiversity in its priority 
areas. But failing to control pests 
on non-priority Crown lands may 
exacerbate pest issues for regional 
councils and private landowners

  “Without proper Crown compli-
ance with regional pest manage-
ment strategies, regions must 

sometimes delay 
or curtail their 
pest management 
goals.”  

Horizons Re-
gional Council 
chairman Garrick 
Murfi tt also wel-
comed the extra 
funding. 

“For a long time 
now regions have 
been encouraging 
the Crown to be a 
better neighbour 
when it comes 
to pest control of 
private land

“In our region 
we spend approxi-
mately $3 million 

each year from rates to fund a 
comprehensive pest control pro-
gram on private land.”

“Without adequate pest control 
on public land our ratepayer in-
vestment can be put at risk. The 
funding boost is a good step for-
ward and sends a positive message 
to us and the private landowners 
about the Crown being a better 
neighbour.

 Moreover, it’s a hopeful sign as 
councils and the Crown begin to 
discuss the very important issue of 
the future of pest control through-
out New Zealand.” 

WELCOME TO TE AWAMUTU

Dave Hewson
Ph: 07 871 3506
Mob: 0274 991 674

Having lived and worked in the Waikato all his 
life, Dave knows the area and the needs of the 
farmers
he services pretty well.

“Farmers in the Te Awamutu and Otorohanga 
areas can be assured 
of superior on-farm service and sound product 
knowledge.”

Dave is on call 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, to offer farmers expert advice on Dairy 
Hygiene, Teat Care, Bloat and Tailpainting.

Meet Dave Hewson,
your local            Area Manager

for the Te Awamutu and
Otorohanga areas.

To find out why              is the country’s fastest 
growing Dairy Hygiene Company, 

phone Dave Hewson on 0274 991 674

FIL New Zealand, 142 Newton Road, 
P.O. Box 4144, Mount Maunganui

email: fil@filnz.co.nz
website: www.filnz.co.nz
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Rural Contractors Ltd
Farm Development Specialists

Phone: 07 870 6610       Fax: 07 870 6615       email: ruralcon@xtra.co.nz

Arapuni Road, Te Awamutu

We Welcome AllWe Welcome All 
New Farmers ToNew Farmers To 
The AreaThe Area
We invite you to join our 
existing clients in reaping 
the benefits of modern 
machinery and first class 
operators with experience 
and expertise.

WE OFFER
� Free Consultations
� Experienced Drivers
� Diggers
� Bulldozers
� Drainage Metal
� Novapipe

RACE AND TANKER TRACK REPAIRS
� Grader Hire
� Roller Hire

ALSO AVAILABLE
� Bulk cartage
Fert * Lime  *Metal Aggregate
� Heavy Haulage

Operations Manager Charles Sicely
provides a wealth of knowledge and experience for all clients. 

For all your farm development needs give Charles a call on 027 220 1417.

6231805AA
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A/hrs: Stu Tervit (07) 871 4700, 0274 827 856 • John Hare (07) 871 3794, 0274 427 856 • Allan Patterson (07) 871 3956, 0273 427 853 • Email: tmlsales@xtra.co.nz

THETHE PERFECT PICK-UP PERFECT PICK-UP LINELINE

IN PERFECT TIME FOR FIELDAYS RUNOUTIN PERFECT TIME FOR FIELDAYS RUNOUT
If you’ve always fancied the pulling power of a genuine Holden Rodeo prepare to get lucky. Get your hands 

on some unbeatable fi elday runout offers on both 4x2 LT Crew Cab manual and the 4x4 LT Crew Cab Manual.

LT CREW CAB DIESEL MANUAL

4X24X2 $33,990$33,990 INCLINCL
GSTGST

Plus MASSIVE DISCOUNTS ON ALL OTHER MODELS. On road costs extra.

4X44X4 $38,990$38,990 INCLINCL
GSTGST

See you at the Field days on E StreetSee you at the Field days on E Street

6232517AA

All spraying work •

Topdressing • 

Fertiliser Application •

Seeding •

Fire Lighting •

Fire Fighting •

Lifting •

Cartage •

Frost Control •

Survey •

Charters •

Scenic Trips •

6231226AA

DAVIN MUDFORD

Helicopter equipped with DGPS

Ph: 07-873 6695  Mobile: 0274-935 386
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Testing for residue
Asurvey of a range of New 

Zealand produce has shown 
generally good pesticide 

practices were used when grow-
ing them.

This year capsicum, strawber-
ries, lettuce, mushrooms and 
courgettes went under the mi-

croscope.
The latest results from the 

Food Residue Surveillance 
Programme (FRSP), which looks 
at chemical residues found in 
fresh, unwashed produce, were 
released recently.

Although some samples 
showed residues slightly 
over the permitted level, Paul 
Dansted, NZFSA Principal Advisor 
(Chemicals) says none of them 
represent any food safety or 
health concerns.

The annual FRSP targets 
between four and eight types 
of produce with the choice of 
crop determined by a range of 
factors.

 The foods are often varieties 
that authorities overseas have 
found to contain higher residue 
levels, or minor crops where 
growers may not have access 
to specifi c information about 
use of a particular agricultural 
compound on that crop. 

Dr Dansted says as the 
study focuses on areas where 
NZFSA suspects there might 
be problems, it is no surprise 
that non-compliant produce 
is sometimes found and he is 
pleased with the overall fi ndings 
of this year’s survey.

“Because the FRSP sets out to 
probe specifi c foods, for example 
those that may be problematic 
because they are susceptible to 

attack by pests or disease, it is 
more likely to identify problems 
than a purely random survey 
chosen from all foods.

 We are generally pleased with 
the result of this survey, but we 
fully expect that, from time-to-
time, we will uncover problems 
that require corrective action.

 Only when such problems 
are identifi ed can they be dealt 
with by education, regulation, 
sanctions or even legal action in 
extreme circumstances.

 In some cases a combination 
of these is required.”

Of 36 samples of strawberries, 
there were four non-compliances, 
of 24 samples of capsicum, three 
non-compliances were found, 
of 24 fancy lettuce samples, 
two non-compliances were 
found and of 24 samples of 
mushrooms, there was only one 
non-compliance. 

None of the 24 samples of 
courgettes showed detectable 
residues for any of the 
compounds.

Dr Dansted says a dietary 
intake assessment of all non-
compliant results has been 
conducted and the residue levels 
found in this year’s problem 
crops pose no health risk to 
consumers.

 “These levels, although over 
the MRL, are well below that 
needed to produce any human 
health effects.”

However, although the non-
compliant samples are not a risk, 
Dr Dansted says work is going 
ahead to reduce the number of 
non-compliances.

 He says the study fi ndings 
are used to inform growers 

about areas of concern and they 
enable NZFSA to discuss with the 
relevant sectors the best means 
of bringing the residue levels 
down to acceptable levels or to 
produce data that supports a 
new MRL. 

The individual growers are 
also told that problems were 
found in their crops, so they can 
improve their practices.

 “If we fi nd problem crops we 
follow up again and if we fi nd 
that it’s the same growers that 
are the problem, we will take 
a much stronger regulatory 
approach,” he says.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Food Residue Surveillance 
Programme is one of 
NZFSA’s ongoing monitoring 
programmes. 

It sits alongside the Total Diet 
Survey (TDS), which is carried 
out every fi ve years to assess the 
public’s exposure to a range of 
agricultural compound residues, 
selected contaminants and 
nutrients (eg, iodine) through 
analysing foods ‘as consumed’.

 Another part of the suite of 
monitoring programmes is the 
National Residues Programme 
(NRP), which randomly samples 
animal products at the point 
of harvest for a wide range of 
contaminants and agricultural 
compounds. 

The Dairy Residue Monitoring 
Programme tests raw 
(unpasteurised) milk at the farm 
and before it’s transferred to the 
tanker or dairy factory. 

The surveys together give a 
picture of what New Zealanders 
are exposed to through their 
food.



6232532AA

CORNER CHURCHILL AND MAHOE ST • TE AWAMUTU • PH (07) 871 5048 – 24 HOURS
A/H Allan Paterson (027) 442 7853 • Stu Tervit (027) 482 7856 • John Hare (027) 442 7856

OPEN 7 DAYS. SATURDAY 9AM - 3PM, SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM

6232532AA

FIELDAYS SPECIALS ON ALL TRITON MODELS INCLUDING

$24,880+ GST

TRITON 2WD 2.4 PETROL 
DOUBLE CAB MANUAL

$31,990+ GST

TRITON 4WD DIESEL GLX 
DOUBLE CAB / CHASSIS

$35,547+ GST

TRITON 4WD DIESEL GLS

OFFER EXCLUDES ON ROAD COSTS. OFFER VALID UNTIL 31 JULY 2008. COLOUR CHOICE MAY BE LIMITED. OFFER EXCLUDES LEASE, GOVT, MAJOR FLEET & RENTAL SALES.

ON TRITONSON TRITONS 
DURINGDURING 
FIELDAYSFIELDAYS

SAVE THOUSANDSSAVE THOUSANDS

 Manufacturers and Suppliers of:

Livingstone Lane (off Bond Rd), Te Awamutu
Phone: 871 7734 - Fax: 871 7792

Email: farm.eng@xtra.co.nz

General Repairs and On-Site Welding
24hr Service Team (Ph 0274 771 888)

Welding of Steel, Aluminium 
and Stainless Machining, 

Engineering Supplies

SERVING THE FARMER FOR 48 YEARS. 
FOR ALL YOUR ENGINEERING

ENQUIRIES PHONE DES MILGATE

ROTARY COW SHEDS
HERRINGBONE COW SHEDS

YARDS AND PIPE WORK
KATROL TOP GATES

6230941AA
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WET working to 
enhance waterways

Two seminars organised by 
the new Waikato group, Wa-
terways Ecology Team (WET), 

were enjoyable and educational 
for local farmers and landowners 
who attended.

The targeted area was the west 
side of Maungatautari and the 
seminars were helped in the small 
classroom behind the Pukeatua 
School, called Matapihi.

Those who attended agreed 
that the mornings were well 
packed full of good information 
and best practices to enhance 
farm waterways.

Speakers were Dr John Quinn 
and Dr Rob Davies-Colley both of 

NIWA, Tony Roxburgh from Waipa 
District Council, Colin Stace of En-
vironment Waikato and Monica 
Peters from Landcare Trust.

The mix of speakers provided a 
good variety of content and per-
spectives on waterways enhance-
ment which generated a lot of 
discussion, particularly regarding 
past successes and suggestions on 
where to go for further informa-
tion, guidance and funding.

Martin Bennett, an award win-
ning local dairy farmer gave views 
from the farmers’ perspective, 
with his own farm as the working 
example.

At the end of the seminars a 

trip was taken to see Mr Bennett’s 
farm and planted waterways, near 
Arapuni. 

All present were most impressed 
with the water quality and native 
plantings seen there.

The opportunities for more dis-
cussion, questions and network-
ing occurred during the morning 
tea and lunch breaks. 

At the end of each morning, 
there was general agreement that 
farm stewardship is a constantly 
evolving effort and that informa-
tion sharing days such as these are 
encouraging and inspiring.

The WET team look forward to 
further such events in the future.

WATERWAYS Ecology Team check Arapuni waterways as part of their seminar series.



RRemember...We have the Experience and the Expertise.emember...We have the Experience and the Expertise.

D.T.L. DIBBLE TRANSPORT 
(1997) LIMITED

IncreDibble
BULK HAULAGEMRMR

FARMERFARMER
WE CART:

AGLIME / RACE FINES / RACE ROCK
All farm metal from the quarry of your 

choice. Fertiliser Ex Works or your 
local store.

We work with any local spreading 
contractor of your choice.

WE STOCK:
(Delivered or pick up Ex store)

� Ag Lime � Sawdust 
� Post Peelings � Lime Chip

Loader available for on farm dump jobs.

For Competitive Quotes phone Nod Chandler 871 5272

MRMR
FARMERFARMER BULK HAULAGE

DD..TT..LL..
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If it weren’t for your gumboots...
Remember those immortal 

words from self appointed 
Kiwi Cultural Ambassador 

Fred Dagg? Gumboots are an in-
tegral part of Kiwi life - and Skel-
lerup’s Red band’s are probably 
our most iconic (despite not the 
favoured boot of Mr Dagg it ap-
pears) - and they are turning 50.

And celebrations have turned 
up lots of interesting gumboot 
data.

For instance did you know New 
Zealanders typically have wider 
feet than other people? 

Well, wider than Australian’s 
anyway, which is something the 
Skellerup footwear designers 
have found out over time. Judging 
by the popularity of Skellerup’s 
Red Band Gumboots however, 
they’ve got the measurements 
just right.

The wide-topped mid-calf step 
in boot with its recognisable red 
bands and toe caps celebrates 
50 years in production this year. 
In all that time, apart from the 

inclusion of a sponge insole for added comfort, the boot 
hasn’t changed a bit.

Skellerup divisional manager footwear, Paul Randall, 
says the Red Band Gumboots were the fi rst short boots 
ever to be produced in New Zealand, if not the world.

“Traditionally gumboots have always come up to just 
below the knee. No-one is quite sure who it was at Mara-
thon Rubber Footwear – the forerunner to Skellerup - 
who had the idea to create a shorter boot but sometime 
during 1958 the new concept was tried out.

“The fi rst pair of Red Band Gumboots rolled off the 
production line on 21 October, 1958 and became an in-
stant hit around the country,” says Randall.

Fifty years later the boots are still a staple in most ru-
ral New Zealand households.

Natural rubber compounds with built in UV inhibitors 
that can withstand New Zealand’s harsh environment 
and its heavy-duty non-clog cleated sole are just two of 
the boot’s many features that make the Red Band Gum-
boot brand so popular.

They also use heavy-duty 100% cotton canvas to 
which the rubber is bonded. This gives the boots greater 

strength, fl exibility and protection.
Red Band Gumboots continued to be made at Skel-

lerup’s Woolston factory in Christchurch until the 
late 1980s when economic considerations forced the 
company to move production offshore. They were the 
fi rst boots to be made at the company’s new factory in 
Jiangsu, China. The reason for this, says Randall, is be-
cause they are the simplest boots to make.

“They are still hand-made to the original specifi cations 
and formulations that were created 50 years ago,” says 
Randall. “Each boot is made up of 19 individual compo-
nents with at least six different rubber formulations 
used in every boot.”

The Jiangsu factory has the capacity to produce up to 
1000 Red Band boots a day and the New Zealand market 
soaks them up.

Just how much rhythm does a farmer 
have? That’s a question this year’s 
Fieldays Rural Bachelor of the Year 

competition will answer.
The series of heats is designed to cover 

all aspects of the typical rural Kiwi bloke’s 
lifestyle including fencing, digger driving, 
chain sawing, dog trialling and this year 
– gumboot dancing.

“Ladies love a man with good rhythm,” 
says Skellerup marketing co-ordinator 
Deborah Allan. 

“And what better way to showcase 
their skills than in traditional farming 
footwear.”

Skellerup is sponsoring the gumboot 
dancing heat as part of its celebrations to 
mark 50 years of the company’s iconic Red 
Band gumboots.

Allan says Skellerup has engaged the 
talents of New Zealand’s only gumboot 
dancing troupe to help teach the contest-
ants a routine and then judge them on 
their dancing skills.

Established a year ago, Maja Flava is a 
group of eight South African students 
at Pakuranga College in Auckland. They 
perform traditional gumboot dancing, 
hip hop and salsa under the leadership 
of George Bester, a Cape Town hairdresser 
turned builder who now lives in Auck-
land. 

“Each of our dancers will take one of the 
bachelors and coach them through a sim-
ple routine,” says George. “All the fi nalists 
will get the same routine. When it comes 
to judging we’ll be looking for a certain 
‘rawness’ that shows they’ve interpreted 
the meaning of the dance as well as just 
learning the moves.”

Despite its cheerful nature now, gum-
boot dancing actually has heart-rending 
origins. It developed deep in the South 
African goldmines as a form of Morse 

Code where miners worked in the dark 
and in silence. The mines were always 
ankle deep in water that was considered 
too expensive to drain. Miners were given 
gumboots to protect their feet and so 
slapping the gumboots became a way of 
sending messages and communicating 
with each other.

The practice grew from there into a 
form of entertainment in the overcrowd-
ed dormitories and spread into an art 
form which now has a global audience.

“The bachelors are going to have six 
minutes either in one group or two 
groups of four to show they’ve got the 
right moves,” says Bester.

He says there will be some light African 
music in the background but an impor-
tant part of the dance is the noise created 
by slapping the gumboots.

RURAL BACHELORS TO SHOW OFF RED BAND RHYTHM 



BENSON ROAD, TE AWAMUTU • Phone: 07 870 2411 www.powerfarmingteawamutu.co.nz

Te Awamutu

Power Farming Te Awamutu 
the home of new tractors 

and machinery.

AWESOME POWER FARMING DEALS

FeedersFeeders

MECHANICAL

See you at the Fieldays

Mike Whitburn A/H 07 846 5554 Mobile 0274 824 614 Murray Barclay A/H 07 872 1964 Mobile 0274 753 690
email: mwhitburn@powerfarming.co.nz  email: mbarclay@powerfarming.co.nz

Tractors & Implements Site: B24-26
Spray Gear & Fertiliser Spreader Sites: C94-96 & J45-47

Call the Power Farming 
Te Awamutu Workshop and 
Field Service team for:
� Tractor WOF inspections
�  All tractor/machinery  
     mechanical work
�  Modern fully equipped 
     workshop
�  7 fully qualified technicians
�  4 field service vans

ENGINEERING

�  Full engineering and 
     machine shop facilities
�  Mig/Tig welding

Part need replacing?
Our team can often 

repair it cheaper

PARTS

Huge range of Parts and 
Accessories instore
We stock genuine parts 
plus the after market range    
meaning we can provide parts 
for nearly any make 
or model.

The Power Farming national 
parts centre stocks over
1 million individual items

Service Manager: Alistair Britton 
Service On Call: PH 07 870 2411 24/7

Parts Manager: Fred Thomas 
Mobile 0274 807 001

We welcome all new farmers to our area. 
For sales and service and parts come to 

Power Farming Te Awamutu

For prices that won't be beaten 
contact the Power Farming team

C R O P  P R O T E C T I O N
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Your local Insurance Specialists

Contact us today
for all your insurance requirements -

• Rural • Commercial • Domestic
• Life • Income Protection

37 Market Street, Te Awamutu
Ph (07) 870 1435, Fax (07) 870 1436

www.aon.co.nz

6230739AA
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Quad bike safety research

New research into New Zealander’s on-farm han-
dling of quadbikes has revealed how an incompat-
ibility between design and use, plus a tendency for 

farmers to learn by ‘trial and error’, has turned this com-
mon farm vehicle into a $8.3 million annual liability. 

Recently completed research by Dave Moore, ergonom-
ics scientist with Scion’s Centre for Human Factors and 
Ergonomics (COHFE), is helping farmers and industry 
bodies reduce fatalities and injuries resulting from work-
related quadbike accidents on New Zealand farms.

Dr Moore was recently awarded a PhD from Massey 
University for his ground-breaking research into what 
the Department of Labour referred to as “the single most 
worrying trend in work-related accidents in agriculture”. 

Quadbike accidents are responsible for hundreds of in-
juries and several fatalities on New Zealand farms every 
year. Associated insurance costs have more than doubled 
in the past fi ve years - $8.3 million in 2007 for ACC alone.

The study was the fi rst of its kind to apply a systems 
perspective to quadbike use, using interviews and ‘recon-
structions’ at the site of the incident, to capture data.

“There had been plenty of media attention on quad-
bike accidents over the years, so it was amazing to fi nd 
how little research had been undertaken onsite.”

By developing a new investigative methodology draw-
ing on fi elds such as forensics and air accident investiga-
tions, Moore was also able to identify 71 areas where 
quadbike safety could be improved through modifi ca-
tion, training, regulation or reorganisation of work.

He believes many problems stem from quadbikes 
originally being designed for recreation rather than as 
a vehicle tailored for farm tasks, and because they look 
more ‘error tolerant’ than they actually are. 

“Many farmers like to test equipment to the limit. 
Unfortunately, quadbikes can be too error-intolerant. 

“For example, unlike larger wheel-based vehicles, the 
quad will often tip before it slides, potentially trapping 
the operator. They don’t have as much opportunity 
to learn from mistakes as they expect.” Research also 
highlighted concerns about the wider industry.

“We clearly identifi ed a need for greater error tolerance 
to be built into the design of quadbikes used in a wide di-
versity of off-road situations. Overseas designers, those 
deciding specifi cations for imported quads, and imple-
ment manufacturers in New Zealand should look closer 
at how they can offer a tool that farmers really need.

“Adequate skills and task-specifi c training would also 
help, as would advanced training to give users the abil-
ity to get out of diffi cult situations that are commonly 
encountered, most notably running out of traction on an 
ascent with a trailer in tow.” 

He also considers the domestic accessory market to 
be under-regulated. “Trailers and other add-on designs 
should be proven to match buyers’ expectations. At the 
moment, many farmers buy in good faith and are too 
likely to get an unpleasant surprise.”

ACC, the Department of Labour, and the Agricultural 
Health and Safety Council (AHSC) are now looking to 
adopt some of the suggestions made in the study into 
their own policies and guidelines, for example the fi tting 
of reversing beepers. 

“At least one fatality and many injuries can be attrib-
uted to inadvertent reversing accidents in recent years. 
Reversing beepers are a simple modifi cation which cost 
less than $100 to fi t,” says Moore.

Of additional concern to Moore is that payouts for 
existing claims are today double those of new claims, 
having been roughly equal in 2002. 

“These statistics indicate an increase in the severity 
and longevity of injuries caused by quadbike accidents. 
We need to fi nd out why this is happening.” 

Moore is now working with ACC, the Department of 
Labour and AHSC on further research.

Key targets for this follow-on research include training 
for riders new to the industry, improvement of investiga-
tion methods for off-road incidents and improving rider 
attention to the route ahead while working with stock.

 “It is the indirect costs to the injured rider, their family 
and the local infrastructure that are the real burden of 
these long-term cases. We are looking forward to ad-
dressing this by fi nding out how to not only reduce the 
incidence of quadbike injuries but, perhaps even more 
importantly, the severity.”

We Pride Ourselves on Reliability

•M&B •PhonePhone
07 871 2726 FARM MACHINERY CENTRE

MACHINERY SOLD 
and SERVICED BY

859 Ohaupo Rd, Te Awamutu

AnthonyAnthony 
MetcalfeMetcalfe
021 821 809021 821 809

WernerWerner
BetschartBetschart
021 821 808021 821 808

DeaneDeane
ParkesParkes
027 5611 862027 5611 862

We pride ourselves on providing you a modern professional 
approach, free advice and experienced operators

If you are new to Te Awamutu, we invite you to try

thethe M&BM&B wayway
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MediaLab plans to trial an 
Effl uent Monitoring Ap-
plication on a wide range 

of dairy farms throughout New 
Zealand. 

The application is a software 
tool developed to provide farmers 
with real time, property specifi c 
information to help monitor and 
manage dairy effl uent. 

Farm effl uent management is be-
coming more challenging as dairy 
farms intensify and become larger 
operations. 

The application is designed to 
simplify the system and to provide 
decision support for the manage-
ment of dairy effl uent including 
irrigation and nitrate monitoring.

“We are pleased to be moving to 
the next stage of development and 
see great potential for this solution,” 
says Bridgit Hawkins, Programme 
Manager, MediaLab. 

“Essentially we are harnessing 
technology to benefi t farmers and 
the environment. The effl uent 
monitoring application is a proof 

of concept system and we are pro-
gressing to develop the solution to 
be tested on dairy farms over the 
next six to twelve months. 

“The plan is to take into account 
feedback from a variety of farms on 
the benefi ts of the application, ease 
of use and the resulting improve-
ments to farm practice.”

The application was recently 
demonstrated as part of a Massey 
farm fi eld day on the latest dairy 
effl uent farm research.

It was presented by Sean New-
land, Sustainable Dairying Strate-
gist for Fonterra. He says good 
effl uent management is a real issue 
for some farmers and is vital to the 
sustainable growth of our industry. 

“Fonterra is keen to see more 
practical tools developed for farm-
ers in this area and will be watching 
MediaLab’s work with interest.”

MediaLab works with partners 
to develop integrated solutions 
and has developed this application 
in conjunction with Massey Univer-
sity, Telecom and BayCity Technolo-

gies, supported by the MAF Sustain-
able Farming Fund.

The full effl uent monitoring 
solution could potentially lead to 
reduced compliance costs, reduc-
tions in effl uent management 
infringements, improved pasture 
growth and productivity, as well as 
a cleaner environment.

Currently information is col-
lected and interpreted on contrib-
uting factors such as pond and soil 
moisture levels, irrigator function 
and local weather conditions. 

Eventually the application could 
be developed to include informa-
tion on fertiliser application and 
pasture growth. Information col-
lected at the farm monitoring site 
would be distributed via Telecom’s 
027 mobile network and be acces-
sible to farmers via website, email 
or text message. 

The Effl uent Management Appli-
cation will be shown at Fieldays this 
week and presented at the TUANZ 
Rural Broadband Symposium on 
July 3.

Managing, monitoring effluent

DEPOT: 217 BRUCE BERQUIST DRIVE, TE AWAMUTU

PO BOX 186, TE AWAMUTU

PHONE: 07 871 8443

MOBILE: 0274 970 246

FAX: 07 871 8265

E-MAIL: whittakersrhl@xtra.co.nz

LIVESTOCK SPECIALISTS

6236071AA

6260623AA

See us at theFIELDAYSSites F9-11
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Uni scientists take 
Fieldays to schools
Why does 

n i t r a t e 
in wa-

terways matter? 
What is the ru-
men? And can we 
keep planting ra-
diata pines in New 
Zealand soil? 

These questions, 
and their answers, 
are posted on a 
new website by 
the University of 
Waikato, which 
is designed to 
help New Zealand 
secondary school 
students with 
their studies.

The website, launched to 
coincide with National Agricultural 
Fieldays, is aimed at Year 11 to 13 
school students. It’s a wealth of 
information about science, which 
fi ts into the school curriculum 
and will be available to students 
and teachers year-round.

University of Waikato senior 
lecturer Dr Alison Campbell, 
from the School of Science and 
Engineering, said the website 
was designed as a fi rst-stop shop 
for students and their teachers 
wanting to know more about 
science.

“Most students wanting that 
information would probably 
Google it. We’re hoping the 
university’s website will give them 
everything they want to know in 
one easy site,” said Dr Campbell, 
who has overseen the website. 

Dr Campbell, who has previously 
won a Kudos award which 
recognises scientifi c excellence in 
the Waikato region, also writes a 

biology blog for 
secondary school 
students. 

The website for 
schools contains 
a wealth of 
information on 
a vast range of 
topics including 
soils, microbiology, 
greenhouse gases, 
plant and animal 
structure and 
evolution. 

It was a good 
way to show how 
science could 
help change the 
world, and how 
secondary school 

students could be part of that, 
Dr Campbell said. “Science and 
technology is behind everyday 
stuff that keeps the world 
ticking over, and it’s science and 
technology that solves the big 

issues like pollution and global 
warming.”

The University of Waikato will 
contact schools in the run-up to 
Fieldays with a CD-Rom about the 

website, and the link to access it. 
The site, www.sci.waikato.ac.nz/
farm, will be accessible in the 
days leading up to the June 11-14 
Fieldays.

This year’s theme at Fieldays 
is the Science of Farming 
– something that is worked on 
every day at the university. 

The university is a strategic 
partner at Fieldays, and Vice-
Chancellor Professor Roy Crawford 
said Fieldays, and innovations such 
as the website for schools, were a 
great way to show the community 
the university’s involvement in 
land-based industries.

Research generated from the 
university, particularly from the 
School of Science and Engineering, 
continued to add to the body of 
knowledge around agriculture 
in the farming heartland of 
the Waikato and the whole 
country, Professor Crawford said. 
Students wanting to be part of 

that could study topics 
at the University of 
Waikato such as animal 
behaviour, biological 
sciences (eg specialising 
in restoration ecology), 
earth sciences, 
environmental sciences 
and environmental 
planning.

The university is also 
running a knowledge 
hunt for students 
at Fieldays and is 
presenting a series of 
seminars, including 
a specifi c session for 

school students by New Zealand’s 
Bugman, Dr Ruud Kleinpaste, who 
was recently given an honorary 
doctorate by the university. 

DR ALISON CAMPBELL

For Further Information please phone:
Advertising: Alan Price or Heather Andrew

Editorial: Dean Taylor or Cathy Asplin

Phone 871 5151

2008 RURAL2008 RURAL 
ROUNDUP DATESROUNDUP DATES

The Te Awamutu Courier publishes a special monthly 
farming supplement The Rural Roundup.

Our paper is delivered to 11,634 homes including 
5082 rural clients in the Te Awamutu and surrounding 
areas from north of Otorohanga in the south, to 
Kaipak/Te Pahu in the north and out to Oparau/
Kawhia in the west.

To assist with your forward planning below are the 
dates and features for the Rural Roundup for the 
Balance of 2008.

July 15 Calf Rearing

August 19 Grow Maize 2008/09

September 16 Summer Crop options and Silage Making

October 14  Cropping, silage and hay

November 18 Hay/Silage and calf Club Results 

6231680AA

The ChromagenThe Chromagen 
system is a completesystem is a complete 

solar hot water system packagesolar hot water system package 
with the unique solar smart electronicwith the unique solar smart electronic 

management system - offeringmanagement system - offering 
maximum efficiency andmaximum effi ciency and 

constant hot water supplyconstant hot water supply

www.solarhotwater.co.nzwww.solarhotwater.co.nz

For more information call Singleton and Hansen today

CHROMAGEN

Solar Hot Water Waste Treatment Systems
Recycle sewage, greywater, 

sanitary items and food scraps 
into a lush garden

The waste filters through
3 layers and after the second 

layer, it is cleaner than a septic 
output or aerated system.

www.biolytix.com

Thinking of building?
Think solar hot water heating and
the award winning Biolytix waste 

treatment system

6230923AA

New solid 
waste

spreader
allows cost 

effective
use of farm 

waste

$AVE ON$AVE ON
FERTILISER COST$FERTILISER COST$

We Pride Ourselves on Reliability

•M&B•
CONTRACTING
Phone 07 871 2726Phone 07 871 2726

Phone Antony 021 821 809Phone Antony 021 821 809
or Deane 027 561 1862or Deane 027 561 1862

Machine can spread the following 
products over your pasture...

• Feed pad solid waste • Effl uent pond solids
• Drain cleanings • Top soil
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We Welcome All New Residents ToWe Welcome All New Residents To
FARMLINE COUNTRYFARMLINE COUNTRY

MOWERS

BERENDS

FREE FUEL!FREE FUEL!
BUY A NEW VOGAL ATV OR 3PT.LBUY A NEW VOGAL ATV OR 3PT.L 

FERTILISER SPREADER FROMFERTILISER SPREADER FROM
FARMLINE DURING JUNE, JULY &FARMLINE DURING JUNE, JULY &

AUGUST AND GO INTO THE DRAW TOAUGUST AND GO INTO THE DRAW TO
WIN 1 OF 2 $500 FUEL VOUCHERS*WIN 1 OF 2 $500 FUEL VOUCHERS*

339 BOND ROAD  •  Phone 871 8040 John & Liz Machell  •  027 493 6643  •  A/H 871 4038
Specialists in New & Used Farm Machinery - Full Parts & Repair Service for Farm Machinery

Farmline www.farmline.co.nz

The Feeder 
Leader

*Fuel vouchers will be presented as MTA vouchers
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Network for Women in Dairying 
revealed a new name and identity 
at the organisation’s recent annual 

conference.
The Network has changed its name to 

the Dairy Women’s Network and unveiled 
a bright pink logo to the delight of 
nearly 200 women in attend-
ance at the conference. 

General Manager, Lynda 
Clark, says the new name 
and identity will help 
the organisation move 
forward into its next 
decade. 

“This year, the Net-
work turns 10. We felt this 
was a signifi cant milestone 
for our organisation and one 
that deserved a fresh look,” 
she says.

“The new name clearly 
identifi es our strengths – it em-
phasises our dynamic, professional or-
ganisation that is unique in its approach 
to empowering women in the dairy in-
dustry. It’s just a subtle name change, but 
helps to simplify our existing words. 

“Our new logo also identifi es all as-
pects of our organisation. The radiating 
sunburst represents the network, the 
cow represents the dairy industry and 
the pink colour is clearly feminine. It’s 
defi nitely a logo that stands out from 
the crowd. 

“We revealed our new name and look 
to our annual conference attendees last 
week and were pleased it was widely wel-
comed,” she says. 

Ms Clark went on to say the organisa-
tion’s very different logo provides a plat-
form for growth into the next decade, 
while still adhering to the organisation’s 
original vision and purpose. 

The 10 year vision for the Dairy Wom-
en’s Network is to be a pathway to excel-
lence for women working in the dairy in-

dustry, while the organisation’s purpose 
is to provide professional development 
for women in dairying. 

A second highlight of the Network’s 
annual conference was the awarding of 
the organisation’s Celebrate You Award, 

given annually to a woman who has 
stepped outside her comfort 

zone and pushed herself 
further to achieve success 
in her life. 

This year’s recipient is 
Linda McGinty of Mana-
watu who started out 

in the dairy industry at 
the young age of 19, when 

she bought a fl at that pro-
vided her share of equity to 
go 50-50 sharemilking. 

Following marriage and 
having four children in six 

years, she still found time 
to do the accounts for her Dan-

nevirke family farm and rear calves and 
continued to educate herself by founding 
and running a local farmer discussion 
group. 

In 1999, Linda moved to Taranaki where 
she studied for a diploma in Agribusiness 
Management and organised Farmsafe 
workshops throughout the district. 

She moved to Manawatu in 2004, where 
she stepped into an equity partnership 
with 800 cows. She became involved with 
the Dairy Women’s Network and also 
became Chairperson of the local Ag ITO 
Committee. Today, Linda continues with 
her successful equity partnership, which 
now runs 1400 cows on 860 hectares, plus 
drystock. 

The Network for Women in Dairying 
was set up in 1998 to inform, educate, 
support and mentor women in dairying. 
Through its 20 regional groups, the 
Network now represents thousands of 
dairying women who play critical roles in 
dairying businesses around the country. 

Dairying women 
thinking ‘pink’

• PASTURE   • NEW GRASS   • MAIZE
• BRASSICAS   • LIQUID FERTILISERS
•                      SUPPLY & APPLICATION

John Cooper
PO Box 425, Te Awamutu

021 856 839 - A/H 07 871 8666

NEW GRASS SPRAYING
Book Now for your winter pasture spraying

6231203AA
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Life on the farm with Ross SuttonLife on the farm with Ross Sutton

Two of my articles over the past 
four months have been about 
coping with the drought and its 

consequences. 
Where ever the drought has struck, 

farmers have responded with their 
typical resilience, despite the extra la-
bour and costs. 

So it was with some dismay after 
last month’s article that I was rung by 
a real estate agent to see if I would sell 
my farm since I ‘was strung out like a 
shang-ai’. Just because I had mentioned 
feeding out since February, he thought 
I was about to throw in the towel. 

I am still debating whether it was 
naivety or sheer opportunism. Either 
way he was left under no illusion that 
I wasn’t selling.

May hasn’t been a quiet month – my 
wife was travelling Eastern Europe 
with our two daughters so I was left ‘to 
keep the home fi res burning’.

We have had fencers in to replace an 
old 40 year old fence which had been 
built with barbed wire and was mostly 
rusty. The old concrete posts had all 
disintegrated so it was necessary to re-
build. I took the opportunity of putting 
in a new gateway and creating some 
wind-breaks. One was with fl ax plants 
and the other with Redwood trees.

Shaun Bainbridge, a local builder, fi n-
ished the conversion of our barn into 
calf-rearing sheds with a new adjacent 
storage shed. It has taken a fair bit of 
time and effort for all concerned. I have 
been the building manager getting all 
the materials and seeing that all the 
sub-contractors were engaged. 

June should see our fi rst batch of 
calves. A new post and rail fence has 
been erected to make a safe environ-

ment for their arrival and to make 
movement easier.

The paddocks are trying to grow 
grass and it is a balancing act as to 
whether the animals be allowed on the 
new feed or to preserve it for winter. 
Rainfall at the beginning of the month 
was a welcome relief but unfortunate-
ly, it hasn’t been followed up with any 
more. Altogether, 124 mls fell in the fi rst 
10 days of the month and none since. 
Consequently, the paddocks have not 
come away as expected.

The cows have been injected with B 
12 plus selenium to help on the lead up 
to birthing. The rising one year old cat-
tle have been drenched with Cydectin 
for worms. Hopefully there will not be 
any more animal health issues. 

All our steers have now been sold 
so it will enable my silage stocks to be 
spread further. I also sold my last two 
wethers to the local butcher trade. My 
stock rate is now the lowest for ten 
years.

I try to cover a month’s activities 
per article but as I fi nish this, it is June 
1 and I have watched a magnifi cent 
procession of vintage vehicles go past 
our front gate. I don’t know what the 
animals thought but there were ap-
proximately 150 vehicles of all shapes 
and sizes and I thought it was the 
cheapest entertainment I had seen in 
quite a while. It started with vehicles 
of the 1920’s from the Al Capone era 
through to more modern Jaguars 
and MGs’. There were delightful small 
trucks, baby Austins, and Ford Prefects. 
I must say though that my favourite 
was the 1938 Fiat two seater. Somehow 
I couldn’t see Mussolini in the driver’s 
seat!

‘Strung out like 
a shang-ai’? 

SWALLOWS keep company at breakfast.

X
STIHL Shop
Te Awamutu

Sloane Street

Shell Service
Station

V.E. Vets

The team at Stihl Shop Te Awamutu welcome all 
new farmers, sharemilkers and residents to our town.

We are your Outdoor Power Equipment 
and Heating Specialists.

on choosing Te Awamutu

Home Heating

6234621AA

129 MARKET STREET, TE AWAMUTU • PH (07) 871 7099 • FAX (07) 871 8435

SINGLETON and HANSEN
PLUMBING LTD

. Plumbing

. Plumbing supplies

. Roofing

. Spouting

. Gas Fitting

. Drainage

. Water Tanks

WE WELCOME ALL NEW RESIDENTS 
TO THE TE AWAMUTU AREA

SOLID FUEL HEATING

GAS & WOOD

Master
Plumbers

For all your plumbing and heating requirements talk to the 
firm that has been serving Te Awamutu since 1949.

6230549AA
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Rural Women donate to 
leptospirosis research 
Massey EpiCen-

tre scientists 
were ‘absolutely 

overwhelmed’ on being 
presented with a jumbo-
sized cheque for $87,500 
by Rural Women New Zea-
land at the organisation’s 
national conference in 
Blenheim last month.

The funds will be used 
to kick start new research 
into leptospirosis, New 
Zealand’s most signifi cant 
occupationally-acquired 
disease, which is caught 
be humans through 
exposure to the urine of 
infected animals.  

Fundraising by Rural 
Women New Zealand in 
the 1970s and 1980s ena-
bled extensive research 
into the disease by Mas-
sey University and the 
development of vaccines 
that are widely used in 
the dairy and pig farming 
sectors.  

Evidence that the dis-
ease was on the increase 
in beef cattle and sheep, 
along with news that a 
meatworker had died 
from the disease prompt-
ed the organisation to 
re-launch its fundraising 
efforts with a year-long 
nationwide campaign.

In offering his heartfelt 
thanks to Rural Women 
New Zealand members, 
Massey Associate Profes-
sor Cord Heuer said “we 
had been warned about 
the strength of your 
organisation and the 

fundraising you did in the 
l980s, and the remark-
able results of getting the 
numbers of sick people 
down tremendously.”  

The RWNZ-raised funds 
will be a springboard 
for new leptospirosis re-
search, with further con-
tributions coming from 
the Sustainable Farming 
Fund and other sources.

Massey’s new research 
will focus on the incidence 
of the disease in sheep and 
beef cattle. 

“There is a much higher 
prevalence of this disease 
in beef cattle than we 
thought,” said Professor 
Heuer.  One recent study 

suggests that 70% of 
beef herds are infected 
and every second animal 
showed positive antibod-
ies for the disease.  Simi-
larly 80% of deer herds 
tested positive.

“If you translate that 
into shedding [of bacteria], 
about every fi fth animal 
is shedding leptospira.  
There is a huge amount of 
shedding of this organism 
in rural areas.”

While meat workers 
tend to be heavily pro-
tected during their work, 
farmers, vets and other 
rural workers may be 
extremely exposed to this 
disease which can be very 

serious, and in rare cases 
fatal.

Massey’s EpiCentre 
Unit will create a new 
leptospirosis research 
position, with a focus on 
establishing whether 
vaccinating of sheep, beef 
and deer is economically 
viable.

“The other factor is hu-
man health and the risk 
that you and your families 
are running,” said Prof 
Heuer.  The researchers 
will be sampling farmers 
and looking at risk factors 
and sources of infection, 
including transmission 
pathways from animals 
to humans.

MASSEY University’s Associate Professor Cord Heuer, Dr Jackie 
Benschop and RWNZ national president Margaret Chapman. 

MAC’S MEATS
THE HOMEKILL PEOPLE

● One Stop Shop, the same people 
dealing with your produce from 
“the farm to freezer”

● Hygienic and clean with modern 
equipment and operating 
systems, means you get “your
meat your way”

● All meat hung for 7 days
● Vacuum packing available for 

increased aging.
● MAF approved pork slaughtering 

organised on request.
● Proccessing wild game into 

HAND MADE salami
  - Red wine & garlic
 - Peperoni
 - Chili

● Killing & Processing pork into
  - Double smoked bacon
 - Honey rubed & manuka bacon
 - Hams cooked
● Killing & Processing Sheep & 

Venison
● MAF listed

1403 Alexandra Street, Te Awamutu, (opposite Dairy Factory)
Phone Richard, Donna on (07) 871 6611, (021) 279 2201

Richard and Donna McLean would like to welcome all new farmers to 
the area, and wish them a prosperous season.
We are here to work for you...
Your beast into your freezer, Your choice of cuts to Your saticfaction. 
That's our motto.
Call us, our killing truck is fully self contained, chilled, with its own winches, 
hide puller and water.

Family owned 
and operated 

since 1992

6232719AA



We wish to extend a warm welcome
to all new farmers to the district

Our experienced Sales, Service and Parts teams look forward to providing you 
with a continuing high standard of service. On the way to the Fieldays visit our Te 
Awamutu Farm Machinery Centre and inspect our comprehensive range of New 
and Used Tractors, Machinery and Farm Bikes.

Join our Existing 
clients and 

visit us at the..

FIELDAYS 
SITES
C53 to 61

Haydn Megaffin (0274) 428 056, (07) 846 3655 a/h   Ken Seabright (0274) 437 729, 871 4171
TELEPHONE          HAMILTON TOLL FREE          859 OHAUPO ROAD          FACIMILE

07 872 0232 07 849 6000 TE AWAMUTU 07 871 8191

Farm Mach inery  Cen t re

www.norwood.co.nz/teawamutu

FINANCEFINANCE

Best Tractors, Best 
Equipment, Best Finance!

CUSTOM-MADE FOR 
YOU AT NORWOODS

it’s never been easier to own 
New Zealand’s leading brand of 

tractors and machinery

*NEW HOLLAND
NZ’s Big Brand of Tractors over 40hp

*KUBOTA
Top selling tractors under 40hp

2008
Kubota

High Horse 
Power Sales 

Award 
Winner

Ride the best

6231788AA

Work harder - last longer
www.kubota.co.nz

ODES ATV’SODES ATV’S EExx400 4400 4xx44

When there’s 
more work 
than time...

SALESSALES
KEN SEABRIGHT & HAYDN MEGAFFIN (BRANCH MANAGER)

INTRODUCING OUR 
AWARD WINNING SALES TEAM
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT Direct Line: 872 0232
A/H Mobile 0274 975 935

• Purpose built workshop for large farm machinery
• 24/7 breakdown service
• 6 Field service vehicles
• We service all makes of tractors, machinery and motorbikes
• Phone or online bookings www.norwood.co.nz/teawamutu

BLUE LEAF CUSTOMER CARE

NEW HOLLAND

SERVICE
BLUE LEAF CUSTOMER CARE

NEW HOLLAND

S E R V I C E
Fa r m  M a c h i n e r y  C e n t re

PARTS DEPARTMENT Direct Line: 872 0291
A/h Mobile: 027 289 6263

Service Team from left: Alastair Phillips, Grant McCracken, Johnny Wynd, Aaron Whitehead, Ollie Gaddum, Greg Kelly, Jared Vierboom, Brian Dakin,
Lou Brown, Jono O'Callaghan, Kris West, Steve Towers (foreman), Nadia Vossen (office admin), Cedric Borlase (service manager).
Absent - Shane Galbraith (training in Belgium at New Holland harvesting factory).

Tractor and Machinery Service

Parts and Administration

Parts Department and Administion: Aaron Whitehead, Debbie 
McCormick, Warren Longman, Liam James

Road Bike 
Wheel Balancing

Technician: Lou Brown balancing 
a road wheel bike

6231793AA
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16 Huiputea Drive, Progress Park, Otorohanga
Ph: 0800 787 380. After hours: Merv Carr 0274 847 636, Grant Burton 0274 982 118
www.excelsiornissan.co.nz    merv@excelsiornissan.co.nz

BAILEY INGHAM LIMITED

Otorohanga
specialising in

• Farming and Business Accounting
• Personal and Company Taxation
• Investment
• Budgeting and Planning
• Family Trust Management

For a no obligation free interview and 
personalised, highly experienced service to discuss 

your accounting and farming requirements

CONTACT US ON

FREEPHONE 0800 482 928
18 Maniapoto Street, Otorohanga

Ph (07) 873 7325 • Fax (07) 873 8461
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Five years ago, a remote control 
vessel built by then Morrinsville 
College student Steven McCabe 

won fi rst prize in the engineering 
section at the Japan Science Fair.

This year, Steven - now an un-
dergraduate at the University of 
Waikato - has brought that winning 
streak to bear on agribusiness with 
a breakthrough in electronic pas-
ture probe technology. 

Steven made the advances during 
a work placement over the summer 
with Hamilton-based electronic 
product development company 
Novel Ways.

Pasture probes are used by farm-
ers to measure the dry matter in 
grass – this helps them estimate the 
pasture yield and make feed-budget 
decisions. Some devices for deter-
mining pasture mass are purely 
mechanical, measuring the ‘stiffness’ 

and height of the grass stalks, but 
they don’t work so well on pugged 
soils and they can’t be used on hills. 

Electronic capacitance probes use 
an electromagnetic fi eld to measure 
water content within the grass as 
a way of determining its dry mat-
ter content, and Steven’s task was 
to fi nd out exactly how the device 
worked and see if he could come up 
with ways to improve it. 

“I’ve been doing assembly work at 
Novel Ways during the holidays ever 
since I was in Year 9,” says Steven, a 
self-confessed electronics enthusi-
ast. “But this time, I had the oppor-
tunity to apply a lot of the stuff I’d 
learned at university.”

Under the guidance of elec-
tronic engineering expert Professor 
Jonathan Scott, Steven was able to 
improve the pasture probe’s accu-
racy and quadruple the sample area 

the probe could measure. 
“I thought we might fi nd it was 

too diffi cult to improve the exist-
ing probe, but we got some results 
very quickly thanks to Steven and 
Jonathan’s input,” says Novel Ways’ 
Graham Lynch. He says the plan now 
is to incorporate the developments 
in a new version of the probe. 

University Vice-Chancellor Profes-
sor Roy Crawford said it was inno-
vation from the likes of Steven that 
allowed the university to continue 
to add to the body of knowledge 
around agriculture.

The University of Waikato is a stra-
tegic partner for this year’s June 11-14 
National Agricultural Fieldays, and 
Professor Crawford said that was 
fi tting because the university’s fi rst 
Vice-Chancellor, Don Llewellyn, was 
a champion of the initial Fieldays 40 
years ago.

Student continues

Horticulture earnings 
break $5billion mark

New Zealand’s horticulture industry has record-
ed its highest ever annual returns, with latest 
fi gures showing fruit, vegetables, wine and 

fl owers earned a combined $5.2 billion in the year to 
June 2007, up from $4.8b the previous year.

The fi gures confi rm continued growth in a sector 
which has increased overall returns every year since 
1980.

HortResearch and industry analysts Martech 
Consulting found export returns for 2007 topped 
$2.67b (fob), up from $2.36b in 2006. Returns from the 
domestic market were estimated at $2.56b, compared 
with $2.5b in 2006.

Fresh fruit remains our largest horticultural export 
sector, with revenues of $1.2b, mostly from kiwifruit 
($765m) and apples ($343m). 

The largest increase in export produce returns 
came from fresh vegetables, which raised revenue by 
over $55m dollars to a total of $260m, largely thanks 
to a big increase in returns from onions.

Wine recorded the biggest increase of all export sec-
tors, earning $695m over the period, up from $510m.

Wine now accounts for 26% of horticultural exports, 
just 3% less than long-term industry leader kiwifruit. 

HortResearch Acting Chief Executive Dr Bruce 
Campbell says wine has been closing the gap on 
kiwifruit for some time. 

“In 2005 kiwifruit earned 31% of industry export rev-
enue, and wine just 19%. Kiwifruit returns remain in-
credibly valuable for New Zealand and it is great that 
we now have two mega-players in our industry.

“It’s not just good for horticulture, but also for the 
wider New Zealand economy. It shows what can be 
achieved when our unique climate and productive 
landscapes are teamed with passion, innovation and 
commercial drive.”

Dr Campbell says he expects more horticulture sec-
tors to achieve high levels of growth over the next 10 
years. 

“Horticulture is a very focused industry. We’ve 
proved New Zealand can lead the world in quality, in-
novation and environmental responsibility and were 
continuing to build on that reputation.

“By 2020 New Zealand’s horticulture sector should 
be returning upwards of $10 billion each year with an 
increasing component coming from exports.”
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Ph: 07 871 8838, 221 Mahoe Street Te Awamutu

WE ARE HERE
x Rosetown

Holden

MAHOE STREET
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Te Awamutu

Events Centre
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Fieldays
Special in
Store Now

� Contouring and land development
� Feed pads and building sites

BOND ROAD • TE AWAMUTU

We provide cost
effective solutions for...

SILAGE BUNKERS
� Water tight sprayed concrete

� Existing pits transformed � Pay back 5 yrs

BRIDGES - ANY SIZE
� Experienced in precast or custom built

� Farm races �  Farm drainage �  Drain laying

Phone Guy Pilkington
RURAL CONTRACTS MANAGER
for all your rural enquiries on 871 4057, 

mobile 021 371 829 or a/h 871 0363

WELCOMESWELCOMES
you to the Te Awamutu District
and wishes you a successful

year of farming

6232171AA
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HELP FOR FARMERS: University of Waikato student Steven McCabe, left, and Graham 
Lynch from Novel Ways with the improved pasture probe. 

This year’s Fieldays theme of the 
Science of Farming was a perfect op-
portunity for all the community to 
understand what the agricultural 
sector had to offer, including the 
research and innovation that was 
being generated from institutions 
such as the university, Professor 
Crawford said.

University programmes con-
tributed greatly to the land-based 
industries, he said. Students at 
Waikato could study anything from 
animal behaviour to biological sci-
ences (eg specialisation in restora-

tion ecology) to earth sciences, 
environmental sciences and envi-
ronmental planning.

At the University of Waikato, 
about 200 science and engineering 
students like Steven benefi t from 
work placements every year. They 
provide students with practical 
skills of interest to employers, as 
well as fulfi lling the degree accredi-
tation requirements of industry 
bodies such as IPENZ. 

Dr Karsten Zegwaard helps 
co-ordinate the work placement 
programme, which involves nearly 

400 companies. “The educational ad-
vantage for the students in gaining 
real-world workplace experience is 
immense,” he said. “And for Steven 
to be able to go into a placement 
and come out with something 
that could be commercialised is 
fantastic.”

The work placements also help 
students fi nd a job when they fi nish 
their studies – something Steven 
doesn’t have to worry about. There’ll 
be a job waiting for him at Novel 
Ways when he graduates, says Gra-
ham Lynch. 

inventive streak



FARM ROADS
formed and 
metalled. 

COMPLETE ROAD
MAINTENANCE
equipment available
milling - stabilization
base construction
seal prep and sealing

TBL

W.S.D.W.S.D. WAIPA SITE DEVELOPMENTWAIPA SITE DEVELOPMENT
All site and roading developments undertakenAll site and roading developments undertaken

Triangle Bitumen Ltd
Phone (07) 871 7858 or 0274 752 339

SERVICING THE WAIPA
SERVICING THE WAIPA 

FOR 36 YEARSFOR 36 YEARS

SEALING
SPECIALISTS
sealing of roads, 
driveways and 
carparks
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Phone George, Alex or Markus on 07 872 0177 • 879 Factory Road, Te AwamutuPhone George, Alex or Markus on 07 872 0177 • 879 Factory Road, Te Awamutu

THE 4 GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS

Truck loads of thanks and farewell to our loyal customers that are 'on the move'

WELCOME TO ALL NEW FARMERS
Our services include

• Bulk and Bag Cartage • General Cartage 
• Hay and Silage Cartage • Livestock Cartage

6231731AA
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Sheep and beef farmers are 
urged not to put away their 
cheque books for fertiliser, 

despite the tough times experi-
enced this season.

Leading soil scientist and con-
sultant Dr Doug Edmeades is urg-
ing hill country farmers to learn 
from the mistakes of the past 
when tossing up about autumn 
applications this year.

Anyone farming today who 
recalls when subsidies came off 
fertiliser in 1985 will know a lot 
of farmers put the lid on any 
fertiliser applications. However 
we know the longer term results 
of this were very detrimental to 
farm production for years after-
wards.

Even if they were only able to 
put a small amount of fertiliser 
on, Dr Edmeades said it was better 
than none at all. Since 1985 model-
ling technology had come a long 
way with computer programmes 
capable of estimating the return on 
capital for applying fertiliser.

Some better years in the past dec-
ade has seen increased applications 
and now presented the opportunity 
to cut back on phosphate inputs. 
Super phosphate is the single most 
common and now expensive nutri-
ent input on New Zealand farms.

Modelling meant it was possible 
to calculate what an average sheep 
and beef property should work 
towards as an economic optimum 
for P levels.

It also means bank managers 
will tend to look favourably on ap-
plications that preserve a farms 
economic viability.

Dr Edmeades said an average 
unit returning a gross margin of 

$500/ha could work to an economic 
optimum of P at a level of 17. A higher 
producing property with a gross 
margin of $1000/ha would work on 
a P level of 20. 

This was allowing for anticipated 
increases in super phosphate to 
$300/t in coming months.

Dr Edmeades said it would be nec-
essary to top up phosphate applica-
tions once things improved again.

The good news is that P stays in 
the soil once it is put there, and can 
be drawn on for a period of time.

Of equal importance were other 
nutrients required on hill country 
farms that did not remain in the 
soil as long as phosphate. Many of 
the soils on New Zealand sheep and 
beef properties were low in sulphur 
(S) potassium (K) and even molybde-

num (Mo) which would require 
applying more frequently.

Meanwhile dairy farmers 
although cushioned against 
higher fertiliser prices by good 
payouts also had opportunities to 
sharpen their fertiliser decisions 
this season.

Many are running with more 
than ample P levels, and this is 
often at the detriment of other 
vital nutrients that are depleted, 
which in turn is suppressing clo-
ver production.

Poor potassium and sulphur 
levels were not uncommon on 
New Zealand dairy farms, result-
ing in lower clover density. How-
ever this was often disguised by 
excessive application of expensive 
nitrogen fertilisers.

Redressing this imbalance 
could reduce fertiliser bills, and 
longer term boost valuable clover 
growth which provides nitrogen 
at a fi fth of the cost of fertiliser 

nitrogen.
Better use of dairy farm effl uent 

would also help shave thousands 
off fertiliser bills this year, with the 
value of effl uent for the average 
sized farm worth $5000 per year.

It is a highly cost effective source 
of nutrients. With better fertiliser 
analysis and effl uent management 
we can see farmer clients saving as 
much as $10,000 a year in fertiliser 
costs.

Dr Edmeades latest issue of the 
autumn 2008 Fertiliser Review 
highlights some of the signifi cant in-
creases in fertiliser costs over the last 
12 months. For more information or a 
copy of the Fertiliser Review, contact 
Dr Edmeades, AgKnowledge (07) 834 
0316 www.agknowledge.co.nz

Don’t drop fertiliser 
urges soil expert

DR DOUG EDMEADES



100 Benson Road, Te Awamutu, Phone 871 7321, Fax 871 7391
www.fatmotorcycles.co.nz

Adam Boyd - Manager - 027 527 4111

Welcome toWelcome to
Yamaha CountryYamaha Country

A warm welcome to all new farmers and residents. For all your motorcycleA warm welcome to all new farmers and residents. For all your motorcycle 
requirements check out the Yamaha range of farm, trail and road bikes instore now!requirements check out the Yamaha range of farm, trail and road bikes instore now!

Hard to Beat
F I E L D AY S  P R O M O

Beat the crowd and get your Fieldays
specials TODAY...

• TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY •• TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY •

Grizzly 350 4x4 FAGrizzly 350 4x4 FA

Grizzly 400 4x4 FAGrizzly 400 4x4 FA

Grizzly 450 4x4 FAGrizzly 450 4x4 FA

$1500 OFF

$1000 OFF
$1000 OFF$1000 OFF

2YR EXTENDED WARRANTY & FARMER FINANCE OF 8.99%2 YR EXTENDED WARRANTY & FARMER FINANCE OF 8.99%

Up to $1500 off new Yamaha
ATV’s and $1000 off new Yamaha

WR250 and WR450

THE AWARD WINNINGTHE AWARD WINNING

WR250.....

WR450.....

WITHYMF FINANCE AT 9.95%WITH YMF FINANCE AT 9.95%

$12,595
$11,595$11,595
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Go online to calculate 
your carbon emissions

The Carbon Farming Group has 
launched an easy to use, online 
calculator which enables farmers 

to identify how the Emissions Trading 
Scheme may affect them and their busi-
ness.

The Carbon Farming Group has been 
set up to provide farmers with independ-
ent information on issues surrounding 
carbon farming and the Emissions Trad-
ing Scheme.

E s t a b l i s h e d 
with funding 
from the Tindall 
Foundation, the 
Carbon Farm-
ing Group is a 
charitable trust. 
It is focused on 
ensuring the ag-
ricultural sector 
is fully informed 
about all aspects 
of the ETS and 
possible opportu-
nities for carbon 
farming, prior 
to the industry’s 
inclusion in the scheme in 2013. 

Carbon Farming Group’s website 
www.carbonfarming.org.nz aims to pro-
vide independent information to farm-
ers on the ETS and related issues. The 
website includes an easy to use online 
calculator which will provide an estimate 
of a farm’s potential carbon liability using 
data averaged across New Zealand condi-
tions. This will give farmers a head-start 
on what carbon costs they may incur 
in the future. The website also includes 
practical information on how farms can 
reduce their carbon emissions. 

Under the Government’s proposed 
Emissions Trading Scheme the agricul-
tural sector will start paying for their 
carbon emissions in 2013, initially farm-
ers will have to account for the increase 
in their emissions above 90% of what 
they were in 2005. Farmers will be liable 

for 100% of their emissions under the 
scheme by 2030. 

“The agricultural sector has been 
bombarded with a large amount of 
information on the Emissions Trading 
Scheme, the Kyoto Protocol and what 
individual obligations may be. Carbon 
Farming Group sees its role as providing 
independent information on all the is-
sues surrounding climate change for the 
farming community. The sooner farmers 

have access to 
this informa-
tion, the better. 
I m p l e m e n t a -
tion of emis-
sion reducing 
processes and 
systems takes 
time, but can 
save money and 
may increase 
p r o d u c t i v i t y 
and profi tabil-
ity,” says Clayton 
Wallwork, Trus-
tee - Carbon 
Farming Group.

“The CFG website provides a one stop 
shop for information on climate change 
issues and how they affect farming. The 
calculator is extremely useful, by input-
ting basic information about your farm, 
number and type of stock and amount 
of forestry planted it will calculate your 
projected liability. Given that agriculture 
has fi ve years to get ready before the ETS 
comes into effect, it gives me time to plan 
how I can best achieve my goal of mini-
mising the impacts of carbon related 
costs,” says Bill Busby, Pauariki Station.

The CFG plans to regularly update its 
website to include the latest informa-
tion on carbon farming from a variety of 
sources: government and private sector. 
A newsletter will also be distributed to 
interested parties and can be subscribed 
to online through the CFG website: 
www.carbonfarming.org.nz

EXPERIENCE and EXPERTISE
to assist you in

achieving your GOALS.

93 Maniapoto Street, Otorohanga
Phone Otorohanga (07) 873 7049

Freephone 0508 873 7049
Email: service@fms-accounting.co.nz

FLETT MCKENZIE STRAWBRIDGE
C h a r t e r e d  A c c o u n t a n t s

FARM ACCOUNTING
SPECIALISTS

6241961AA

For quotations and adviceFor quotations and advice
Phone Aaron 021 363 479, a/h Te awamutu 07 - 870 1960Phone Aaron 021 363 479, a/h Te awamutu 07 - 870 1960

Construction of oxidation pond 

■ Earthmoving and contouring
■ Drainage work 

■ Farm races and roads
■ Site preparation

■ Cattle underpasses
■ Retaining walls 

■ Tree and stump clearing 
■ Demolition work

■ Dam construction

Contouring, bulldozing and race
construction

Aaron Hamilton your...

Rural and Urban Contracting 
Specialist

-Owner Operator-

PUAHUE
QUARRY
From our Puahue 

quarry we can
supply all your

FRESH RACE 
RUBBLE, CRUSHED

RUBBLE and
PUMICE SAND/

RYLITE requirements

Truck/Trailer Hire
and Metal Cartage
Competitive Rates

For service phone 
Aaron Hamilton

021 363 479
or 870 1960Siteworks with Kobelco 20 tonne excavator

6232736AA



Thank you to all our existing customers for your support and we
welcome all the new  farmers to the district.

PHONE: (07) 871 3037
6232555AA

Te Awamutu Bulk Spreaders Ltd
NO.1 OFF ROAD

RURAL ROUNDUP, TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2008 37

RURAL BUSINESS PROFILE

When Rick and Julie Hancox 
moved onto their bare 
property at Ngutunui 

three years ago they set about 
building their own home business, 
workshop and small block farm.

The exposed southern slopes of 
Mount Pirongia can deal out some 
fairly harsh weather, so Mr Hancox 
who is a carpenter/joiner by trade, 
also built some shelters for their 
animals.

“The original shelters were for 
our fl ock of Wiltshire breeding 
ewes – so they had to withstand 
windy conditions and uneven 
ground, but still be relatively light. 

I used ‘outriggers’ for stablity and 
plywood for strength. They also 
had to be portable and easily 
transported by road.”

Word quickly spread and soon 
his ‘Eclipse’ animal shelters were 
being sought after by other farm-
ers in the area to house everything 
from pigs, calves and dogs to goats, 
sheep and cattle.

“The general concept can be 
adapted to suit the size and needs 
of most stock and pets.”

The shelters can be completed 
with openings to suit individual 
requirements, while a fl oor is op-
tional.  

“I’m essentially a one-man band 
and have a workshop at home, so 
I can keep costs down.”

As well as stock shelters, Mr 
Hancox also makes custom ute 
canopies and dog boxes.

Again they were developed for 
their own dogs, but the designs 
grew from there.

To discuss requirements or fi nd 
out more about the Eclipse Animal 
Shelters, contact Rick Hancox (ph 
871 9737) or leave a message on 027 
474 2965.

Alternatively email your 
enquiries or requirements to: 
rick.dufast@hotmail.com

NGUTUNUI resident Rick Hancox with some of his Eclipse Animal Shelters.       

Shelters ‘eclipse’ harsh weather

70 Albert Park Drive • Te Awamutu

Phone 0800 871 8094
Fax 07 871 8093

“We understand farming”

Mark Evans
a/h 871 9564

Keith Pennell
a/h (07) 843 5013

brown pennell 2002 ltd
We invite you to join our existing clientele 
and experience our award winning profes-
sional service.
We welcome the opportunity to sit down 
over a coffee at our place or yours to dis-
cuss the range of services we can offer you 
to help manage your business, from analysis 
of your farming performance with your annu-
al financial statements, to budget variance 
reports with your GST Returns.
Let us prepare Dairy Base Reports for you 
and benchmark your performance against 
similar farms.
If you want to save time and money call us 
for a no obligation visit to discuss how we 
can help you.

6232781AA

DAIRY BASE ACCREDITED
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Effluent and fines

You may well be aware of some-
one who has been fi ned by the 
Court for the discharge of effl uent 
that fell outside the permissible 
limits of their discharge consents. 
But do you know what factors are 
taken into account by the Court 
when determining the fi nes to be 
imposed?

The recent case of Waikato Re-
gional Council v GA and BG Chick 
Limited decided in late 2007 by the 
District Court sets out clearly what 
factors are considered by the Court 
in determining the level of fi nes to 
be imposed.

The company pleaded guilty to 
three charges, under the Resource 
Management Act 1991, relating to 
the discharge of farm effl uent from 
the operation of a dairy farm. 

STARTING POINT

In considering this case, the 
District Court noted that there is 
an accepted starting point for cer-
tain types of offences. The Court 
followed established principles 
which stated that the severity of a 
sentence should vary in accordance 
with a number of factors includ-
ing: the nature of the environment 
affected; the extent of the damage 
affl icted; the deliberateness of the 
offence; and the attitude of the of-
fender.

In Chick, the Court noted that 
there is a need when dealing with 
environmental offending, to con-
sider both a general and specifi c 
deterrent. It defi ned three levels of 
seriousness of offending. 

These are: Level 1 – least serious 
- $0 to $15,000 for offending which 
is unintentional and one off caused 
as a result of systems failure; Level 
2 – moderately serious - $15,000 to 
$30,000 refl ecting offending which 
is unintentional but careless, re-
curring over a period of time, or 
from incidents arising from the 
malfunctioning of different parts 
of a system; Level 3 – more than 
moderately serious - $30,000 plus. 
This level of offending indicates the 
more serious offending which is 
either deliberate or caused through 
lack of care. It is often linked to large 
multiple discharges occurring over 
a period of time or to a single large 
one off event.

The Judge noted that the above 
levels helped him be consistent in 
establishing a starting point for any 
fi ne he was to impose on the Chicks. 
In fi xing this starting point he was 
then required to adjust it to take 
in to account the aggravating and 
mitigating features which related 
to the offender, in this case these 
included the timely entering of a 
guilty please, the extent of attempts 
by the offender to comply and re-
store the harm done, the remorse 
shown by the offender, whether 
any profi ts were realised and the 
previous record and character of 
the offender.
CONSIDERATION OF OFFENCE

In relation to the offending by 
the Chicks, the Court noted the fol-
lowing:

● There was no evidence that any 
of the effl uent discharge reached 
the Piako River or the extent of the 
spillage.

● There was an element of de-

liberateness to the offence in that 
the offender had admitted that 
it had occurred before. It is not 
acceptable that just because the 
effl uent discharge was contained 
within farm boundaries that such 
discharges were of no concern. The 
Resource Management Act prohib-
its discharges of contaminants to 
land in circumstances where it may 
enter water.

● While the offender had no 
previous convictions under the Act, 
non-compliance had been noted on 
at least fi ve previous occasions and 
the offender notifi ed of this.

● The attitude of the offender to 
accept wrong-doing and the reme-
dial works undertaken was noted.

● The size, wealth and the nature 
of the offender’s operation were 
taken into account.

● There was a need for the fi ne 
imposed to act as a deterrent to 
stop others from offending. This 
was due to the misapprehension 
held by some farm owners that as 
long they contain the discharge of 
effl uent within the boundary of 
their own farm and prevented it 
from entering natural waterways, 
such discharges were acceptable. 

The Court fi xed the starting point 
for the fi ne at $25,000. But having 
regard to the early guilty plea and 
remedial works carried out by the 
offender, the total of the fi ne was 
reduced to $15,000. 

SEEK ADVICE EARLY
Fines for effl uent discharges out-

side the scope of what is allowed 
under your discharge permits, 
whether intentional or not, have 
the potential to be huge. If you do 
get an area of non-compliance with 
your farming activities, you need to 
seek advice sooner rather than later. 
Advice sought at an early stage can 
potentially lead to the avoidance of 
prosecution and large fi nes being 
imposed.

By Jo-Anne 
Munro
— a solicitor 
in the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm Gallie 
Miles.

6230646AA

PARTNERS:
John Gallie
Linda Miles

Valerie Mackay

ASSOCIATES: 
Susan Garmonsway

Catherine Evans

STAFF SOLICITORS:
Tomasina Antunovich

Jo-Anne Munro
Stacey Heays

53 Mutu Street
Te Awamutu
PO Box 170

Fax: (07) 871 5882
Email:

office@gallie.co.nz

• House, Farm and Commercial

• Subdivision and Planning

• Family and Matrimonial

• Estates, Wills and Trusts

Phone: (07) 872 0560

OTOROHANGA
GROUNDSPREAD LTD

Welcomes new farmers to the district and 
thanks existing customers for their support

We have vehicles to suit all conditions and terrains 
with a top team of experienced drivers

Use our FREEPHONE 0800 355 111
"FOR HONEST AND RELIABLE SERVICE"

Phone Bruce or Shirley on 
(07) 873 8036 • Fax (07) 873 7781
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6232593AA

For 
experience 

and 
expertise

The 
friendly 

rural 
professionals

Outstanding in their fi eld!
Graeme Wansbone (Director), Merv Gyde (Director), Lance Fielder (Associate), Duncan Gray (Associate)

Visit the Gyde Wansbone Team:
Welcome to all Farmers new to the District

195 Mahoe Sreet, Te Awamutu, 
Phone 872 0585

www.gydewansbone.co.nz

RURAL ROUNDUP, TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2008 39

Good year, bad year?

Iam still trying to fi gure out if the 
2008 fi nancial year has been a 
good year or a bad year for dairy 

farmers in the Waikato.
In my article I will discuss some 

challenges Dairy Farmers in the 
Waikato are now facing and also try 
to reiterate why the price for dairy 
products has risen so much.

The start of the fi nancial year 
saw record payouts forecast with 
Westpac’s chief economist Doug 
Steel being quoted as saying he be-
lieved the payout may go as high as 
$6.60/kg of milksolids. 

The summer drought for areas 
such as the Waikato and Taranaki 
soon took the shine off record 
payout predictions for most dairy 
farmers with higher costs of inputs 
such as feed, fuel and fertilizer costs 
coupled with lower production 
than in previous years due to the 
summer drought. 

The announcement last week 
from Fonterra has surpassed 

previous predictions with a fi nal 
upwards adjustment to the cur-
rent season’s payout to $7.90/kg of 
milksolids.

This record announcement from 
Fonterra at $7.90/kg of milksolids 
would have affected Dairy Farmers 
in the Waikato in many different 
ways. For some it has turned an ex-
tremely bad year to a more palata-
ble year and for those who managed 
to keep production up it has turned 
a good year into a great year.

The increase in local dairy prices 
has risen due to world commodity 
prices for dairy products rising and 
they look likely to continue to rise. 
The increase in world commodity 
prices is due to increased demand 
coupled with higher costs of pro-
duction, particularly for those dairy 
farmers who have to use stock feed.

The New Zealand Dollar (NZD) had 
hit record highs earlier this year 
mainly against the United States 
Dollar (USD), which generally cuts 
into exporter’s profi ts, however 
amongst all of this there has still 
been a record payout this year. The 
NZD has now slightly fallen off the 
USD, which is likely to increase the 
costs of imports (affecting prices 
for fuel and fertilizer), however this 
should correspond with increased 
returns from exporting.

History tells us that an increase 
in the payout for milksolids gener-
ally means infl ating the value of 
land prices. We have recently seen 
a record sale value for a sheep and 
beef farm in the King Country area 
of $32m and this was prior to the lat-

est Fonterra announcement. 
This increase in land values will 

mean that for those who own their 
land their equity should have in-
creased potentially allowing them 
to borrow more money.

This increased borrowing poten-
tial could be used for a multitude of 
things such as; servicing short term 
cash fl ow issues, buying another 
block of land, capital purchases or 
luxury items such as beach houses 
or new vehicles.

Others in the industry may see 
this as the prime opportunity to get 
out of farming, whether it is dairy or 
beef. Some may have had enough of 
farming for one reason or another 
or some may simply be nearing 
retirement and have no succession 
plan in place.

What ever your circumstances 
are I am sure you will be affected in 
some way shape or form by the lat-
est announcement and the events 
over the past dairy season. Some 
of you may be facing large tax bills 
while some may be facing large sup-
plier’s bills. 

What ever your situation is you 
should talk to your accountant as 
you may be charged use of money 
interest on underpaid tax or you 
may be entitled to a tax refund for 
overpaid tax. 

In summary the next few years 
are looking pretty good for the dairy 
payout so with a little forecasting 
and tax planning you can avoid any 
unnecessary surprises and feel easy 
about spending your money how 
you choose to. 

By Lance 
Fielder
— associate 
in the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm Gyde 
Wansbone.

Phone: 07 - 871 5151

Rural RoundupRural Roundup is a monthly

supplement of the

Te Awamutu Courier

www.wi lksbrooke.co.nz

132 Kihikihi Rd, Te Awamutu
PHONE 871 3079JOSEPH FARROW

Parts Manager
GRAEME GULLIVER

Service Manager
jfarrow@wilksbrooke.co.nz ggulliver@wilksbrooke.co.nz

Special 
extended

for the
month 

of june

tyres
fi tted

$400$400
innova mudgear/dirt devils

25x10x12 & 25x8x12
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New faces ready to 
give total service

Total Farm Services now have 
a number of new faces ready 
to take on the challenges of 

another new season in the dairy-
ing industry. 

Keith Mitchell has now left the 
company and Robin McGregor 
steps up to the company manag-
ers role. 

Mr McGregor has 20 years expe-
rience in the commercial and farm 
refrigeration trade and has been 
working closely with wholesal-
ers to develop farm refrigeration 
units that are robust and reliable. 

He has travelled as far away as 
France to secure the rights to se-
cure the rights to the serap range 
of horizontal vats. 

Farmers struggle to get milk 
down to the right temperature 
as it enters the vat when they 
have limited supplies of water and 
horizontal vats are exceptionally 
quick at bringing the milk down to 
compliance temperatures. 

These vats are one of the most 
popular worldwide and Mr McGre-
gor sees these as being a big part of 
our future here in New Zealand.

Mr McGregor can help farmers 
with all farm chilling require-
ments and is available at anytime 
for a free consultation.

Trevor Foley is Total Farm Serv-
ices new sales/project manager. 

Mr Foley comes to us with over 
20 years experience running one 
of Taranaki’s most successful farm 
services company and has already 
slotted into his new role with ease. 
He brings with him a wealth of 
knowledge in milking machines 
and farm water systems.

Continued page 42.

TOTAL TEAM: From left Robin McGregor, Hayden Dobbs, Gavin Chetwin, Helen Hansen, 
Warrick Jellie, Trevor Foley, Bill Dawson and Graham Randall.

Wharepapa South
Phone: 872 2560

Fax: 872 2570

Tyres...................... Cars, Bikes, Tractors, Trucks
W.O.F. .................. While you wait
Exhausts................. Repair or replacement
Interject.................. Fuel servicing, diesel or petrol
Heshbon ................ Autotrans fluid changer
Clutch and Brake .... Repairs and overhauls

Servicing - Cars, Bikes, Trucks 
Tractors - If it has a motor 
we will service it for you

Introducing...IMPACT Offroad 4WD 
Quad Trucks

Other models available.
Excellent traction and towing 

ability. Cool in summer/dry in 
winter. Radio and heater 

come standard. 
Great rear tray space 
(1900mmx1300mm).
Multi-use all purpose. 

Economic to buy and run, fun 
and service. Hi/Low ratio 

gearbox available.

Phone Frank or Stu today!!
0 7  -  8 7 2  2 5 6 0

6231264AA

ONE CALL FOR TOTAL SERVICEONE CALL FOR TOTAL SERVICE

FREEPHONE 0800 868 250FREEPHONE 0800 868 250
MILKING SYSTEMS ~ REFRIGERATION ~ EFFLUENT ~ WATERMILKING SYSTEMS ~ REFRIGERATION ~ EFFLUENT ~ WATER

437 RICKIT ROAD, TE AWAMUTU      • 24 HOURS • 7 DAYS

Farm Refrigeration Units

WATER HEATING UNITS

Dairy Effl uent 
Disposal

and Irrigation 
Equipment

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE - CHILLER SERVICE CHECKS, MACHINE TESTING. BOOK IN NOW!

We would like to Welcome all New Farmers to our Area.

6234644AA



Ngahape Road, RD 3 Te Awamutu.   Phone: 07 873 2807   Fax: 07 873 2784
Email: bradfi eldfarmltd@farmside.co.nz

6248767AA

Kevin and the team welcome all the new farmers to the area.Kevin and the team welcome all the new farmers to the area. 
From grass to grain, we offer a Complete Contracting Service.From grass to grain, we offer a Complete Contracting Service.

FOR SALE - SAWDUST
Top quality, clean, untreated sawdust available, limited stocks. 

Order now - don't miss out
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Aformer nurse who grew up in 
Kihikihi is now marking her 
mark with Lowline cattle in 

Toowoomba, Australia.
Nina Quirk grew up in Kihikihi with 

parents Max and Aileen Quirk, attend-
ing Kihikihi Primary School then Te 
Awamutu College.

She did her nursing training at 
Taumarunui Hospital and after she 
was registered worked at Auckland 
Hospital.

It was there she met future husband 
- Australian Geoff Buttsworth - out 
here on a three year transfer from the 
RAAF to the RNZAF fl ying helicopters.

They married in Kihikihi in 1987 and 
moved to Australia, where Mr Butts-
worth instructed helicopter trainees.

They moved to many new homes 
around Australia, with Mrs Buttsworth 
often working part time at hospitals in 
between having two children.

It was only after Mr Buttsworth was 
posted to Oakey, an army air force base 
west of Toowoomba, that they were 
able to put down more permanent 
roots.

They bought a property south west 
of Toowoomba and started raising 
Lowline beef cattle - along with Mr 
Buttsworth working for Boeing train-
ing army helicopter pilots and Mrs 
Buttsworth working part time in ad-
ministration at Toowoomba Hospital.

Neither of them had any experience 
of farm life or working with animals, 
but they are dedicated to the role and 
after four years of learning they are 
collecting ribbons and establishing a 
reputation for breeding quality Low-
lines.

They recently lost two of the cattle to 
snakebite and had to build a fi re over 
them to dispose of the carcasses - the 
ground is too hard to dig and there is 
no dead cow lorry where they live.

Their stud Amberfi eld has 20 stud 
Lowline cattle, including a growing 
mentor of commercial cows and 
calves.

``Our aim is to breed high qual-
ity Lowline cattle,’’ says their website 
www.amberfi eld.com.au

``We have set up our herd fi rmly be-
lieving in quality over quantity.’’

Amberfi eld Angel took out the su-
preme award at the Toowoomba Royal 
Show in April.

This competition brought out grand 
champions from three small breeds 
- Lowlines, Dexters and Miniature Gal-
loways.

The Queensland Country Life news-
paper noted that ``This very correct 
cow paraded with her heifer calf Am-
berfi eld Dane at foot and had earlier 
graduated to grand champion after 
being senior champion and over 24 
months winner’’.

The Buttsworths say they have had 
plenty of helpful advice from friends 
and acquaintances and from Queens-
land Lowline Plus promotion group.

The couple are certainly showing 
that despite their lack of previous 
farming experience, hard work, dedi-
cation and willingness to learn are a 
recipe for success.

Making name in Oz

NINA Buttsworth (nee Quirk) 
with champion Amberfi eld 
Angel.

Dairy Tech Internal Platform Precast Silo Pad

ROTARY FARM DAIRY SPECIALISTS
Manufacturers of Dairy Tech Internal and External Platforms

DAIRY TECH LTDDAIRY TECH LTD Ph: 07 873 0819 Fax: 07 873 0839Ph: 07 873 0819 Fax: 07 873 0839
Visit our website www.dairytech.co.nzVisit our website www.dairytech.co.nz

PRE-CAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS
• FERT BINS • FARM BRIDGES • ROAD UNDERPASSES • SILAGE 
PITS • TILT SLAB PANELS • SILO STANDS • WATER DIVERTORS 

• PRE-CAST YARD GRATED SUMPS

6248748AA



42 RURAL ROUNDUP, TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2008

By Greg 
McNeil — 
veterinarian
and branch 
manager 
of the 
Te Awamutu 
fi rm 
VetEnt
Te Awamutu.

Coping with effects of drought

Firstly welcome to all new farm-
ers to the district, may you 
time in the Waipa district reap 

rewards and enjoyment.
Secondly the effects from the 

drought is far from over!
 The summer/autumn conditions 

has put enormous pressure on cow 

condition, supplementary feed supplies and pasture 
cover. 

The compensatory growth expected after the 
initial rain has not eventuated, either due to pasture 
damage or the continued dry weather. 

Without effective management in the next few 
months production, reproduction will be at risk 
and signifi cant animal health problems will be ex-
perienced. 

While it is tempting to bury your head in the sand 
and continue to use the drought as an excuse, it 
would be much more enterprising to take a detailed 
look at where you are at currently, what you have 
available and where you are heading come calving 
and beyond. 

Unfortunately your position now is where you are 
likely to end up at calving. 

WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT DEFICIT AND HOW 
ARE YOU GOING TO FILL IT?

 With good planning, strategies can be put in place 
to ensure early season production and cow condi-
tion are managed and the economic impact will be 
minimized. 

Even if you don’t make changes to your current plan 
it is better know what is in store for you, and then you 
can base spring management around this.

So where do you start as far as a drought manage-
ment plan goes.  
1. Look at current cow condition score calculate 

what if any CS gain is required pre calving
2. Look at current pasture cover and set target pas-

ture cover for PSC and “balance day” after calving
3. Estimate expected pasture growth rates be-

tween now and “balance day”
4. Get an accurate count of cows numbers to be 

wintered, including heifers coming home
5. Estimate calving spread to calculate feed de-

mands in early lactation
6. Look at how much supplement you have avail-

able and plan to use
By using the above information combined with the 

cows DM requirements for maintenance, pregnancy, 
CS gain and milk production you can calculate your 
defi cit/surplus between now and balance day.

Sounds confusing? We can help!
We have developed a spread sheet that takes out 

Total service
From page 40.

 Mr Foley is now visiting all clients to introduce him-
self and give them all an update about new services.

 Anyone wanting a quote for a new shed or exten-
sions should give Mr Foley a ring and arrange a visit.

Gavin Chetwin is our senior fi tter and has many 
years experience servicing farm dairy units through-
out the Te Awamutu and Otorohanga areas. 

Mr Chetwin is well known for his role in carrying out 
accurate machine testing and delivering expert advice 
to solve problems connected to your vacuum system 
and pulsators. 

He is an 8888 qualifi ed tester and has already got 
a large number of sheds to do this year. If you are 
wanting a test done you should ring the offi ce or Mr 
Chetwin direct and arrange an appointment.

Hayden Dobbbs has joined the team from Power-
chill.

He has been involved with the installation of farm 
refrigeration systems and has recently been carrying 
out sales for Powerchill in air conditioning and refrig-
eration.

Mr Dobbs will be assisting in the installation of re-
frigeration and milking machine plant.

Helen Hansen joins our administration team and 
has experience in the farming industry. 

She is responsible for our showroom and is adamant 
that if we haven’t got what you want in stock she can 
get it super quick. 

Mrs Hansen is keen to put a face to the voices on the 
end of the phone so if you get a chance, pop in and see 
her at our showroom.

Total Farm Services is committed to providing fast 
effi cient service to all our customers and when we are 
busy we use the services of two experienced contrac-
tors, Warwick Jellie and Graeme Randell. 

These two qualifi ed fi tters have been working for 
TFS for quite some time and regularly help out with 
new plant installs and service work. They both provide 
a high standard of workmanship and are available to 
us on an on call basis.

Total Farm Services have fi ve new sheds to install 
this year using the quality Westfalia equipment, three 
of them being high performance 50 bail Westfalia 
rotaries.

We have a wide range of Westfalia spares in our 
showroom along with a number of Lowara water 
pumps and Realcold vat refrigeration units.

We invite all our existing customers and any new ar-
rivals to our area to call in and introduce yourself and 
have a look at what we can offer.

all the complicated calculations and allows us to for-
mulate a drought busting feed budget tailored to your 
own farm.  

It will not make your grass grow any faster but it will 
help you to see where you are at now and allows us to 
have a look at the impact that different strategies will 
have on the various parameters discussed above.

Don’t be an ostrich, come and talk to us and we can 
help ensure you head into spring confi dent you have a 
drought strategy.

Biological farming a 
healthy alternative

Janette Perrett has 
been dairy farming 
for 35 years, but over 

the last 15 years has  no-
ticed the ‘face’ of the land 
changing. 

“We were adding ni-
trogen for grass growth, 
administering worm and 
lice control more,  using 
CIDRs for reproduction, 
witnessing rye grass pull-
ing when it was grazed, 
cows being immune to 
antibiotics and fungi 
such as eczema having a 
bigger effect on the herd,” 
she says.

“All in all the only one making money was the vet”.
She also believes the general population is becoming 

sicker and people are fi lling themselves with artifi cial 
vitamins to combat the shortfall that their food is not 
providing, and the illness industry is really booming. 
She says the nutritional value of our food has decreased 
63% in the last 50 years, and our milk is not the quality 
it used to be. 

The Perretts began to turn to biological farming two 
years ago. It has been an exciting and challenging jour-
ney and there is still a lot to learn. 

Now she feels it is time to share with others the alter-
native ways to treat our animals and soil.

On June 20 at Te Awamutu Sports Club  she will in-
troduce the fi ve speakers under whose infl uence she 
has healthier soil and animals, and a much healthier 
product in the vat.

The day runs from 10am - 3pm and costs $25 (includ-
ing lunch) and all proceeds will go to the True Colours 
Charity.  Register at greatwebsites.co.nz/organicfarm   
or phone Mrs Perrett (07 850 6044).

JANETTE PERRETT
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Town & Country Motors Waikato Ltd
41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi Ph: 07 871 8183 Fax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nz

RED HOT in Kihikihi

www.townandcountrymotors.co.nz  Ph: Michael Bryant 0274 230119

$4,995

1996 Mitsubishi Legnum VR4
V6 twin turbo, auto, 4WD,

airbags, ABS brakes,
alloys, CD player, 

a real drivers
car, absolute 

bargain price.

OR NO DEPOSIT $47/WEEK

$5995

1994 Toyota Surf 3.0 V6
Auto, all power options, CD

player, bullbars, towbar, 
a vey smart wagon
in green. Compare 

our price &
save $$$.

$4995

1992 Isuzu Bighorn
5 speed, 3.1 diesel, 7 seater, 

alloy wheels, a/c, towbar, 
side steps, CD player, 

a very tidy example.

DRIVEAWAY

$3995

1995 Mazda Familia Interplay
1.8 auto, very smart in silver, 

alloy wheels, CD player, 
spoiler, a/c, a good

economical car.

OR NO DEPOSIT $38/WEEK

$6995

1996 Honda CRV
2.0 auto, all electric options,

a/c, very tidy condition
throughout. 
Stunning in
Navy blue

OR NO DEPOSIT $54/WEEK

OR NO DEPOSIT $47/WEEK

SPECIALSSPECIALS
2000 Toyota Celica

6 speed manual, 1.8VVTLi engine,
only 59,000ks from new,

CD, ABS, airbags,
stunning in red

$15995
OR NO DEPOSIT $120/WEEK

$7995

2.0 auto, sunroof, alloys, a/c,
CD player, body kit,

4 x airbags,
ABS, only

69,000kms.

OR NO DEPOSIT $65/WEEK

1998 Mazda Capella Wagon

$4995

1995 BMW 525i
Auto, ABS brakes, airbags, alarm,

 CD stacker, remote locks, a/c,
quality German
motoring at an

affordable 
price.

OR NO DEPOSIT $47/WEEK
$3995

1999 Kia Mentor
1.6 auto, a/c, all electrics,

central locking, NZ new and 
only 112,000 kms,

be quick!

OR NO DEPOSIT $38/WEEK
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Experienced, caring

VetEnt has a mission to 
provide the highest quality 
veterinary medical care in a 

friendly, but professional environ-
ment.

Our entire healthcare team is 
committed to providing personal 

By Sharon 
Hodgson — 
veterinarian
in the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm 
VetEnt
Te Awamutu.

care and attention to suit the 
unique concerns of each individual 
patient and their owners.

Our clinics operate as mixed 
practices. Despite this we have a 
team dedicated to small animal 
medicine and surgery.

This ensures you are dealing 
with veterinary staff primarily 
interested and focused specifi cally 
in this area.

We appreciate that our farming 
clients and patients have different 
requirements and expectations to 
our urban clients.

We understand that dogs are 
vital and very valuable members 
of your farming team.

Due to the rural placement of 
our clinics, our vets have worked 
with and understand conditions 
common to working dog injuries 

and ailments.
We are thorough with working 

up each case and will provide prac-
tical solutions to any problems 
arising, without compromising 
patient care.

Our focus is to get the patient 
well and back working as soon as 
practically possible.

Our individual clinics are fully 
equipped with modern diagnostic 
equipment to ensure our patients 
receive the best possible care.

We pride ourselves on having 
knowledgeable vets practising 
high quality medicine and surgery.

VetEnt is large enough to ensure 
experience is available in all areas 
on companion animal veterinary 
medicine, but small enough to 
maintain individual quality, care 
and attention to detail.

NZ Crop and Food know 
their onions, or do they?
The Environmental Risk Man-

agement Authority expects 
to hold a public hearing in 

Christchurch in August or Septem-
ber to hear oral submissions on the 
New Zealand Institute for Crop and 
Food Research’s application to fi eld 
test a range of genetically-modifi ed 
vegetable species.

Crop and Food Research has 
applied to plant genetically-
modifi ed (GM) onions, spring 
onions, garlic and leeks over a total 
of 2.5 hectares for a 10-year research 
project.

ERMA New Zealand’s GM New 
Organisms, Libby Harrison says 123 
submissions have been received on 
the application. 

“We have received a wide range 
of submissions from community 

groups, iwi, scientists, and members 
of the public who are interested in 
genetic modifi cation research.”

Dr Harrison says the number of 
submissions is a lot less than the 
1933 received for Crop and Food’s 
previous genetically-modifi ed 
onions application in 2003. 

“The number of submissions is 
fewer than we have historically 
received for GM fi eld test 
applications. However, it’s not 
about how many submissions the 
Authority gets to consider, but 
rather the quality of public input.

“The submissions we have 
received represent a full range 
of views on GM and will greatly 
assist the Authority as it makes it 
decision.”

The next step is for ERMA New 

Zealand staff to assemble an 
evaluation and review (E&R) report 
on the application. This report, 
which will summarise the relevant 
science and the submissions, will be 
sent to submitters and put on the 
ERMA New Zealand website before 
the hearing.

The next step is for ERMA New 
Zealand staff to assemble an evalua-
tion and review (E&R) report on the 
application.  This report, which will 
summarise the relevant science and 
the submissions, will be sent to sub-
mitters and put on the ERMA New 
Zealand website before the hearing.

The application details and 
answers to frequently-asked 
questions are available on the 
ERMA New Zealand website, 
www.ermanz.govt.nz 6230901AA

Keep your dogs warm
this winter with our

new range of coats

We cater for all shapes and sizes, 
from Jack Russell’s to large working/

hunting dogs - nip in and see
what’s in store



Feature and streetscape landscaping

Specialists in native plantings

Riparian plantings

Wetland planting

Rural properties

Subdivisions

Specialist
Landscaping Services

Our friendly staff would welcome 
an opportunity to discuss your 

ideas and requirements with 
you. We can also assist with 

applications for funding

Make that call nowMake that call now
Phone Dave on 021 351 957Phone Dave on 021 351 957

or visit our website:or visit our website: 
www.ecolynx.co.nzwww.ecolynx.co.nz

6236052AA
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Dairy farmers have plenty 
of incentive to make every 
post a winning post when 

it comes to calf rearing this spring, 
and vet-only Rotagen “Combo” is a 
great way of helping them do so. 

The unique natural product 
from Te Awamutu-based Vetpack 
has already established a solid 
following but this season presents 
a real opportunity to grow the 
market further, the company says. 

“With the increase in payout, and 
the demand for extra replacement 
stock – not to mention the prices 
being paid for them – it is essential 
that every replacement calf is 
not only kept alive this spring, 

but reared to perform to the 
best of her ability as an adult,” 
says Vetpack technical manager 
Lindsay Chitty. 

Rotagen Combo is a dried egg 
yolk product made from eggs 
laid from hens that have been 
vaccinated with Rotavirus 6 and 10 
virus antigens and other antigens.. 

The hyper immune status that 
these hens achieve ensures very 
high levels of antibodies end up in 
the yolk of the eggs. 

“New Zealand is the only 
country in the world where 
specifi c antibodies against specifi c 
pathogens - Rotagen “Combo” - are 
a registered animal remedy. 

“Similar products are used widely 
overseas as growth promotants in 
calves and piglets, with very good 
results.”

Rotagen “Combo” can also 
prevent and treat scours caused by 
Cryptosporidia, E. coli, Salmonella 
typhimurium and Coronovirus

The main cause of neonatal calf 
scours is Rotavirus, which affects 
very young calves but can hit older 
calves up until at least one month 
old. 

Other pathogens can be involved, 
but Rotavirus infection is always 
present in at least 80% of scour 
outbreaks.

To page 45.

Give calves a good 

Vetpack’s popular transition 
supplement Starter  Plus”™ has 
had a formula makeover, re-

sulting in a good product becoming 
even better, the company says. 

“Dairy farmers will be watching 
their cows’ health this season 
more closely than ever, thanks 
to the record payout and the 
climatic challenges of a summer 
and autumn most of them would 
probably rather forget,” says Vetpack 
manager Mark Wyllie. 

“Effective transition management 
will be critical, and that’s where the 
new formulation Starter “Plus”™ 
comes into its own this spring.”

Vetpack has added soy bean oil 
to improve the fl owability of the 
supplement, along with essential 
Vitamins B1 and B12, plus Chromium, 
he says. 

“The result is a smooth, free-
fl owing product with improved 
viscosity at lower temperatures, 
making it easier to use on those cold 
winter mornings.”

On the nutritional front, Vitamin 
B1 not only plays an important role 

in helping the body metabolize 
carbohydrates and fat to produce 
energy, it is also essential for normal 
growth and development as well 
as proper functioning of the hear, 
nervous and digestive systems. 

Vitamin B12 meantime is a vital 
co-factor in several metabolic 
processes including the conversion 
of propionic acid to succinate which 
then enters the Krebs Cycle to 
produce cellular energy. 

“In cobalt defi cient areas, a 
depressed appetite resulting from a 
sub-clinical B12 defi ciency will place 
further stress on a calving cow with 
the huge energy demands required 
from her.” 

As for chromium, this micro-
nutrient is known to function as a 
co-factor for insulin and is involved 
in the metabolism of glucose which 
is the prime energy source for cells. 
It has also been shown to be useful 
in times of physical stress, and may 
improve somatic cell counts and 
udder health. 

Along with the additions, Vetpack 
has maintained and in some cases 

improved the essential qualities of 
what was already a good transition 
product, Mark Wyllie says. 

“A full dose of by-pass fats has 
been maintained, essential for the 
longer supply of energy, and the 
energy content has improved to 13.2 
MJ ME.”

The combination of MPG, 
molasses and by-pass fats ensures 
both immediate and longer-lasting 
release of energy for sick cows.

Veterinarian Lindsay Chitty 
emphasises that Starter “Plus” 
should be given within 12 hours of 
calving. 

It should be given at least once (a 
one or two litre dose) but following 
up with a 500 mL daily dose is often 
valuable while cows are in the 
colostrum mob.

Nutritionist Chris Newton says 
benefi ts from using the product 
range from reduced health costs 
through less metabolic disease to 
improved feed conversion effi ciency, 
stronger early season appetite, and 
reduced cost of reproductive failure 
as a result of improved cow health. 

Transition management gets a boost 

6232607AA



HELIWORXHELIWORX
Waikato Ltd

FREEPHONE 0508 HELIWORX (0508 435 496)

     For All Your SPRAYING
and FERTILISER Requirements

AgGPSAgGPS
equippedequipped

Call Alister Boyd your local operator ph/fax 07 825 9997
Mob 027 491 2443, Email: alister@heliworxwaikato.co.nz

www.heliworxwaikato.co.nz

� Gorse  � Blackberry � Scrub  � Buttercup  � Solid fertiliser 
�  Thistles  � Seeding  � Crops  � Ragwort � Liquid Fertiliser
plus.. � Laying Fencelines  � Lifting  � Survey  � Flight-training

� Frostwork  � Scenics  � Organic
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From page 44.
The disease is characterized 

by severe diarrhoea which has a 
distinctive smell, dehydration, and 
a death rate of 20% or more without 
treatment. 

“Unprotected calves can result in 
an infection rate of 80% or more in 
severe outbreaks,” Mr Chitty says. 

The costs of treating scouring 
calves and the deaths are the 
obvious costs of an outbreak, but 
hidden costs are probably even more 
important. 

Because affected calves receive a 
severe setback at a young age, and 
there is damage to the intestinal 
lining, growth rates are reduced. 

“Most farmers who have 
experienced outbreaks know that 
calves that have had the scours 
never grow as well as non-infected 
calves and have diffi culty reaching 
target liveweights. This is a huge 

cost because the lifetime production 
from an affected calf is going to be 
reduced.”

A simple programme of treating 
calves at birth with a drench of 
Rotagen “Combo” once a day for fi ve 
days will prevent clinical cases of 
Rotavirus. 

Mr Chitty says like any prevention 
programme, all calves need to be 
treated, not just the replacement 
calves. 

The other important aspect of 
Rotavirus control is to reduce the 
environmental contamination of 
any Rotavirus virus that may be in 
the environment. 

He says an effective virucide such 
as Vetpack Vetsan should be used to 
spray out the calf shed before the 
season begins. 

The active ingredient of Vetpack 
Vetsan is stabilized chlorine dioxide 
which is a very potent virucide, 

bactericide, fungicide and oocide.
“A combined approach ensures the 

best results when it comes to calf 
health,” Mr Chitty says.

“Rotagen works by coating the 
antigen particles with antibodies 
which render it inactive. It doesn’t 
kill the antigen, but prevents it 
from causing any damage to the 
intestinal lining. 

“If the calf is later exposed to 
Rotavirus because of a breakdown 
in the control of the environmental 
contamination, Rotagen treated 
calves can still get Rotavirus, and will 
need to be treated again, as in any 
other form of treatment. 

“So the key is to blanket treat 
as a preventative, and prevent 
environmental contamination by 
effective and regular spraying of 
calf sheds.”

For more detail phone Vetpack 07 
870 2024 or visit www.vetpack.co.nz

start with a ‘combo’
6236019A
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We Welcome all newWe Welcome all new 
farmers and residents to our town.farmers and residents to our town.
We Specialise in all your Homekill needs...

• Cattle
• Sheep
• Pigs
• Deer

• Bacon & ham
• Small goods
• Seasoned Roasts
• Marinated Steaks

F L E M I N G
H O M E K I L LS  LTD

Phone Mark or Craig
870 2111 or 027 575 2384 - Fax 870 4468

150 Bruce Berquist Drive
e-mail: mark@fleminghomekills.co.nz

Modern Processing plant in 
Bruce Berquist Drive

OPEN MON-FRI 6AM-4.30PM

Meet the team: Darryl Braun, Sarah Wilson, 
Dyan McGillivray, Mark Mackie, Craig Mexted

6231706AA



INTRODUCING
RASHARD MAGEE

We welcome Rashard on board 
as our new yard supervisor of our 
Te Awamutu branch. He is more 

than happy to help you with your 
fencing & building needs.

6232572AA

Email: apperleys@xtra.co.nz

Dairy Farmers/Graziers
• Have you wanted to regularly weigh your stock but haven’t the time or the 
   resources?
• Do you bring your stock through your yards/cowsheds enough let alone
   trying to weigh them?
• Staffi ng problems?
• Got too much else to do?

Look No Further!

Mobile 0275 941 341 Ph 07 871 9142
Email: weightech@clear.net.nz

• Specialising in Dairy replacements or herds
• Totally portable yards with state-of-the art scales for 100% accuracy
• Animal weights/graphs emailed within 36 hours
• Can be done anywhere on the farm, little disturbance to farmers and animals
• Can work on behalf of grazier or animal owners
• Regular weigh/drench plans available
• Beef cattle/cull cows 
• Stockyards for hire
• Electronic identifi cation tagging
• Drench and inoculation/pour-on service

Mark & Liz Dixon
(Owner Operators)

6236142AA
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Environment Waikato has helped 
to rid Waipa farm and garden 
sheds of nearly 6.5 tonnes of 

nasty agrichemicals, thanks to an 
overwhelming response from local 
residents.

The council and the Ministry for 
the Environment, offered rural Waipa 
people a chance to dispose of unused 
and unwanted agrichemicals for free 
in April and May.  About 1300 letters 
were sent to Waipa landowners before 
the collection.

A pick up service was offered for 
about 70 farmers who had large 
amounts of agrichemicals or leaking 
drums on their properties, while eight 
drop-off days ran at the Cambridge 
and Te Awamutu transfer stations.

Sixty per cent of the chemicals col-
lected were intractable, meaning they 
will need to be shipped overseas to be 
disposed of safely.

Environment Waikato was most 
interested in collecting persistent or-
ganic pollutants (POPs), which remain 
in the environment for long periods 
of time, and accumulate in plants and 
animals.  DDT is one well known type 
of POP.

Forty-fi ve kilograms of POPs were 
dropped at transfer stations and seven 
kilograms were picked up from farms. 

Environment Waikato Environment 
Committee chair Jane Hennebry said 
many farmers did not realise they were 
obliged to stop using POPs and dispose 
of them safely, following New Zealand’s 
signing of the Stockholm Convention 
in 2001.

It is legal to store POPs, but only if 
they are in suitable containers stored 

in secure buildings with moisture con-
trol, ventilation and spill containment 
measures, Cr Hennebry said.

Agrichemicals that leak out of old 
containers can contaminate soil and 
waterways, posing a risk to human and 
animal health and the environment.

Koromatua resident Barry Blyde 
(photographed) said the collection 
was a chance to drop off chemicals left 
behind on his property by a previous 
owner.  

``They’ve been sitting in the shed for 
years  its brilliant we can fi nally get rid 
of them,’’ he said. 

Ray McGregor, contracted to run the 
collection for Environment Waikato, 
said some farmers were reluctant to 
get rid of POPs such as DDT because 
they considered it good stuff.

``There are sheds all over the country 
that have still got these types of things 
lying around in them,’’ he said. 

But meat and dairy companies and 
fruit and veggie buyers are becom-
ing more particular about not taking 
produce from farms if certain chemi-
cals are still on the property.  Some 
companies regularly send inspectors 
out because overseas markets are de-
manding more stringent controls.

Cr Hennebry is encouraging farm-
ers who want advice on disposing of 
agrichemicals to call Environment 
Waikatos contaminated land and 
waste advisor Michelle Begbie on 0800 
800 401.

There may be a limited window of 
opportunity for disposing of agrichem-
icals free of charge, so if you still have 
them on your property please call us, Cr 
Hennebry said.

Scheme safely 
rids farms of 
agrichemicals



DiggerS � TruckS � TrailerS � BObcats
� TransporteR � FenceS � Retaining Walls

Sand, metal, 
landscape
supplies

Section
development

Driveways

House sites

Farm races

Drainage

Hole drilling 
250-600mm,

can also drill 
in some rock

Post Driving

Rock and 
Concrete

breaker

8 wheeler 
transport 

to cart your 
diggers,

tractors, 
etc up to 15 ton

&  E A R T H W O R K S

R o s e t o w n W a i k a t o F e n c i n gR o s e t o w n  W a i k a t o  F e n c i n g
Phone rodney 0274 926 008 or a/h 07 870 2282
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Flexible working 
arrangements

The new fl exible working ar-
rangements legislation will 
come into force on July 1, 2008. 

The legislation amends the Employ-
ment Relations Act 2000, and pro-
vides a statutory framework grant-
ing eligible employees a statutory 
right to request a variation of their 
working arrangements if they have 
to care for another person. 

An employee under the new re-
gime shall have the right to request 
a variation to the terms of their em-
ployment in relation to their hours 
of work, days of work, and also the 
employee’s place of work (for exam-
ple, at home, or at the employee’s 
place of work).  

The employee must make a 
formal request in writing to the 
employer, and must state that the 
request is being made pursuant to 
Part 6AA of the Employment Rela-
tions Act 2000. 

The Act imposes a statutory re-
quirement on employers to consider 
any request made by an employee as 
soon as possible, but no later than 
three months after receipt. 

The employer must notify the 
employee within this timeframe 
whether the request has been 
granted or refused. An employer 
shall only have the ability to refuse a 
request on specifi c grounds. 

Some of the grounds upon which 
an employer may refuse a request 
include:

● Inability to reorganise work 
among existing staff;

● Inability to recruit additional 
staff;

● If the request will have a detri-
mental impact on quality, perform-
ance or ability to meet customer 
demands;

● If there is an insuffi ciency of 
work during the periods the em-
ployee proposes to work;

● Planned structural changes;
● The burden of additional costs 

on the Employer;
● Inconsistency with the terms 

of any collective employment agree-
ment covering the employee. 

If the employer fails to deal with 
a request from an employee within 
the three month period, the matter 
can be referred to the Department 
of Labour who may direct the par-
ties to mediation, and then on to the 
Employment Relations Authority 
for a determination. 

An employer who is found to have 
followed defi cient procedure will 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
$2,000.00 (payable to the employee) 
imposed by the Authority. There is 
no right of appeal to a higher Court 
under the new legislation – the Au-
thority’s ruling shall be fi nal. 

A request may encompass a tem-
porary or permanent change to the 
employee’s terms of employment. 
Any employee making a request 
must have been employed for the 
preceding six months of any request 
being made. 

Employees are also prohibited 
from making a further request for 
variation for a period of 12 months 
following their previous request.

The new fl exible working laws are 
based very closely to those operated 
in the UK. The only main difference 
being that in the UK there is a re-
quirement for the employer to con-
duct a meeting with the employee 
upon receipt of a request. 

This provides a two-way 
discussion process between the 
parties about the request, and 
allows possible alternatives and 
provides compromise should the 
employer be unable to meet the 
requirements of the request. 

The New Zealand legislation does 
not require a meeting to take place. 
In any event though, employers 
must deal with any request under 
their duty of good faith as provided 
under current employment law.

By Rachael 
Bain —
 a law clerk 
in the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm
Edmonds
Judd.

Phone: 07 - 871 5151

Rural RoundupRural Roundup is a monthly

supplement of the

Te Awamutu Courier

In an increasingly complicated world, it’s essential
you have expert legal advice in matters such as:

Real estate transactions
Dairy Company shares

Asset protection and family trusts
Wills and estate planning
Employment agreements

Property Relationship problems

15 Albert Park Drive, Te Awamutu
• Phone (07) 872 0236    • Fax (07) 871 7654

Who’d be a farmer .... ?Who’d be a farmer .... ?

6230584AA

6268812AA

6267444A
A

For All Your Automotive & Engineering Requirements

PH: 07 870 6255

FAX: 07 870 6256

MOB: 021 743 227

TotalTotal
AutomotiveAutomotive

& Engineering& Engineering
email: total.auto@orcon.net.nz

• Cowshed repairs and alterations

• Tractor bucket repairs

• General engineering  

On and off site



Russ
Water ServicesRural Water Supplies • Domestic Plumbing • Pool & Spa Supplies

Phone: 0800 RUSS WATER, 0800 787 792 • email: russwater@xtra.co.nz • 496 Ohaupo Road • Te Awamutu

CALL THE SPECIALISTS: 07 871 3100
Quality Business is Doing it Right the First Time

RETAIL SHOP
• Complete system
  designs

• Feed pad solids
  handling

• Pumps and stirrers

• Hydrants and
  irrigators

• Installation and servicing

• RX alkathene
  pipe range
• Hose, couplings
  and valving
• Threaded
  fittings all
  brands, 6mm-100mm
• Water tanks and troughs
• Pool chemicals and pool hardware
• Water filtration and water testing

POOL &
SPA SERVICES...

• Pool and Spa sales
• Pool and Spa valet services
• Pumps and filtration systems
• Chemicals and water testing
• Retail shop

• Late model
  ditch witch trencher 45hp
• Quality operators
• Fast, effective, competitive
• Water pipes, cable laying,
  drainage

EFFLUENT SYSTEMS

COMPLETE
TRENCHING 
SERVICES...

Delivering Pumping Solutions

House Hold Pumps
Vat
Wash Pumps

Drainage & Solids Pumps

Vertical Multi
Stage Pumps

Submersible
Pumps

• Farm and domestic pressure
  system
• Water reticulation design and
  installation
• Deepwell lifting, water bores
• Drench systems
• Retail plumbing shop
• After sales service

Variable 
Speed 
Pumps

WATER SERVICES...

new farmers and residents to...

WelcomeWelcome
- Our Quality Services Proudly Provided For You -

DRENCHING
SYSTEMS...
Dosatron
Inline Dispenser
• Sales
• Installation
• Servicing

• Sales
• Installation
• Servicing

62
31

74
9A

A

Power Drenching Systems
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