Rural
Roundup
Supplement to Te Awamutu Courier, Thursday, February 14, 2008

$

499*
$

1099*

$

1199*

221 Mahoe Street, Te Awamutu

Ph: 07 871 8838
$

1499*

1969*

$

045RR020-08

FEBRUARY
specials
Fuel Tank Filters

$59 .00

+ GST

9m Truck
Tie Downs Tractor Seats
from

2500kg

$23.95 $150
+ GST

+ GST

PHONE
07 872 0291

Farm Machinery Centre
045RR021-08

Warren Longman (027) 289 6263
TELEPHONE
07 872 0232

HAMILTON TOLL FREE
07 849 6000

859 OHAUPO ROAD
TE AWAMUTU

FACSIMILE
07 871 8190

Beetle to battle
wandering willie
T

he Environmental Risk Management Authority (ERMA
New Zealand) has received
an application to import a Brazilian beetle to control the weed Tradescantia fluminensis, commonly
known
as wandering
willie.
General
manager
new
organisms,
Libby
Harrison,
says
the
application has been made
by the Auckland Regional
Council on behalf of a
consortium of regional
councils
and
the
Department
of
Conservation.
“Tradescantia
is a real and
growing
conservation threat in many
parts of the country and a wellknown weed in home gardens.
Dense mats of it can smother
low-growing native plants and it

is a threat to forest regrowth,” Dr
Harrison says.
Herbicide or physical removal
can be used to kill tradescantia,
but neither approach is feasible
over the huge
number
of sites

in
the
country where
this weed is a
problem.
The use of biological control is a
viable option because the beetles
seek out the weed and maintain

themselves from year to year.
The proposed control agent is
Lema obscura, a leaf-eating beetle
that comes from the cool, upland
regions of south east Brazil - the
home range of tradescantia.
The larvae of the beetle feed
on the plant’s leaves and, in
large enough numbers, can
cause severe damage to the
clogging mats.
Landcare Research has
carried out laboratory
testing to assess the safety
of the beetle for release
in the New Zealand
environment. Risk to
native plants is judged to be
negligible, as tradescantia is
not related to any New Zealand
plants.
The application is open
for public submissions to
ERMA New Zealand until
February 25. For information
on the submission process, please
refer to the www.ermanz.govt.nz
website.

Farmers urged to beat deadline

E

nvironment Waikato is
urging farmers in livestock
exclusion areas to apply for
Clean Streams funding before
time runs out.
Through the fund, Waikato
farmers can apply for up to 35%
of the cost of fencing and planting natural waterways on their
properties.
People farming in livestock exclusion areas were given priority
access to this money in April 2006
- but it is only available until this
June.
The deadline was set to ensure
waterways in ecologically sensitive areas were fenced as quickly

as possible.
“Time is running out, and we
want to make sure farmers are
aware this incentive-based funding is only available until June,” Environment Waikato land management officer Therese Balvert said.
Livestock exclusion areas are
ecologically sensitive areas where
protecting water quality has been
identified as a priority by Environment Waikato. They include:
* any stream flowing into Lake
Taupo
* streams flowing into a harbour
or estuary and within two kilometres of the coastal marine area
* margins of significant wet-

Haydn Megaffin
(0274) 428 056

lands in the region and most
Waikato lakes
* some specified streams on the
Coromandel Peninsula and other
specified streams throughout the
region.
The livestock exclusion rule
has been in place in the Waikato
Regional Plan since 2000, but only
become operative in April 2006, because it had been under appeal.
To find out if you are in a
stock exclusion area, or for more
information about the Clean
Streams Fund, please phone
0800 800 401 and ask for your
local Environment Waikato land
management officer.

Ken Seabright
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Craig Berkers
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Anderton assesses local issues

POSITIVE FUTURE (from left): DairyNZ CEO Tim Mackle, Agriculture
Minister Jim Anderton and DairyNZ Chairman John Luxton toast the
GRIM OUTLOOK: Agriculture Minister Jim Anderton (centre) looks at the launch of DairyNZ (created through the merger of Dairy Insight and
Dexcel) at a function in Hamilton.
state of the dry Paterangi paddocks infested with Yellow Bristle Grass.

I

t was certainly a day of contrasts when Agriculture Minister Jim Anderton visited the
area last week.
He essentially came to help celebrate the
launch of DairyNZ - the merger between Dexcel and Dairy Insight - but also wanted to hear
about issues facing this region.
The first issue was readily apparent as he
drove through the area and was faced by the
sight of brown, dusty paddocks.
“I have never seen the Waikato like this - you
can usually rely on this area to have some rain
and be looking green, while others may be in
drought. I must admit I was shocked at the
state of the place. ”
He was even more disturbed to see the state
of many paddocks in the local area that have
been infested with Yellow Bristle Grass (YBG).

Mr Anderton attended a YBG Action Group
meeting at Swingletree (Paterangi) to hear
about the dramatic spread of the weed and
the lack of ways to stop it.
“Cows don’t want to eat it - so it’s useless even
in a drought. It seems to flourish when it’s not
competing with other plants - so these conditions aren’t helping - and there isn’t an effective herbicide to control it.”
Local farmer Royden Hooker who initiated
the formation of the YBG Action Group says
the grass appeared on road verges around the
local district about eight years ago.
“I had no idea what it was at the time, but
it only took five years to spread across the
farm.”
Members of the group say YBG seems worse
in the Paterangi area, but is increasingly be-

coming a problem in the Waipa District.
It was for that reason that an application
was made to the Sustainable Farming Fund in
the hopes that a solution could be found.
AgResearch scientist Trevor James was at
the meeting and believes a solution is possible.
“I think it will take 3-5 years to find an answer. We had a similar time frame with Barley
Grass in the 70’s and will be taking a similar approach to YBG. Funding will allow trials to get
underway and we hope to at least be able to
provide options for YBG management. “
Mr Anderton says the grass is a biosecurity hazard and, although it is only affecting
a small area at the moment, it needs to be
stopped as soon as possible.
“It needs to be nipped in the bud, as it has

the potential to spread throughout the North
Island.”
After viewing nearby paddocks infested
with YBG, Mr Anderton headed to the DairyNZ
launch.
He helped celebrate its official launch with
key dairy industry stakeholders.
DairyNZ Chairman John Luxton says the
Minister’s presence at the event was timely
as the company was starting its consultation
with farmer members before applying to the
Ministry for a new levy order on milksolids.
The Board of the DairyNZ felt that a launch
of the new name and identity was required
to better reflect the organisation’s role and
direction, as well as the fact that it is the only
organisation representing all New Zealand
dairy farmers.
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Te Awamutu Jersey

Stock your
freezer

with home
grown
meat

We have a vehicle
especially designed for farm
pick-up and killing
in your area
We are not retail butchers
and handle no stock,
except farmer-owned
We have a fully
equipped van to deliver
your pre-packed meat back
to you
CHAMPION Cow and winner of the Mangapiko Trophy, Somerton Sterls Andrea EX6,
bred and exhibited by Paul and Marion Johnson.

T

• Bacon Cured
• All corned cuts processed
• Sausages

he Te Awamutu Jersey Cattle Club held its annual show at the Kihikihi Domain late last year.
Total entry numbers were about the same as
last year with the exception of a few more yearling
heifers that the last few years.
All the animals presented were of a high standard,
with some very good individuals in most classes
The champion cow, Somerton Sterls Andrea Ex6,
bred and exhibited by Paul and Marion Johnson, sired
by a bull bred by Paul’s parents Noel and Alison, was
an outstanding individual who would hold her own
at any show in the country.
This cow won the Mangapiko Trophy which was
presented to the club for the Champion cow by Paul’s
parents back in 1975.
The judge was Tony Tuckin of the Lathlea Stud in
New Plymouth who gave a very good display of professional judging.
Show results:

All beasts hung for at least
six days before processing

Te Awamutu
Pre-Packers Ltd
164RR044-06

Rickit Road, Te Awamutu
Ph 871 5320 A/H 871 6305

Champion Cow (Mangapiko Trophy) sponsored by:
PGG Wrightson: PM and M Johnson - Somerton Sterls
Andrea EX6; Reserve: RA and PE Adam - Thornwood Aces
Coral EX2.
Champion Junior Female (Kinghorn Trophy) spon-

sored by: PGG Wrightson: Riddle family - Roscliff Ever
Diamond; Reserve: Riddle family - Roscliff Man Pettie.
Cow in milk 8 years and over sponsored by National
Bank and Animal Breeding Services: RA and PE Adam,
Carnmor Als Olinda Ex4, 1; Turner family, Karaka Hero Worthy Joy EX8, 2; Riddle family, Roscliff Casper Gaiety EX4, 3; CJ
and SP Young, Monabrett Juds Given Ex9, 4.
Cows in milk 6 and 7 years over sponsored by Waikato
Farmers and Animal Breeding Services: PM and M Johnson, Somerton Sterls Andrea EX6, 1; CJ and SP Young, Kaitaka
Elmo Rain EX4, 2; Riddle family, Roscliff Casper Dennie EX2, 3;
RA and PE Adam, Carnmor Designs Lyric EX4, 4.
Cow in milk 4 and 5 years sponsored by Dairy Production Systems and Animal Breeding Services Ltd: RA and
PE Adam, Carnmore Freds Fragrance EX2, 1; RA and PE Adam,
Thornwood Princes Coralie EX4, 2; Riddle family, Roscliff
Dimps Petrone EX2, 3; Turner family, Karaka Dugs Sugar
Queen VG2, 4.
Cow in milk 3 years sponsored by Interlac: RA and PE
Adam, Thornwood Aces Coral EX2, 1; Riddle family, Roscliff
Flyer Sinead EX2, 2; Bradley Gisa, Somerton Pride Sarah, 3;
Turner family, Karaka Ace Dusky Mellow EX2, 4.
Cow in milk 2 years sponsored by BNZ Bank and Pratt
Milking Machines: Riddle family, Roscliff Mans Denice, 1;
RA and PE Adam, Carnmor Sultans Cathy, 2; GA and AE Ellis,
Hillstar Bowers Jingle, 3; RA and PE Adam, Thornwood Kings
Cheryl, 4.

MITSUBISHI Grab ‘A’ Deal
Available to private and GST registered Clients

TRITON 4WD GLS
Manual, double cab,
air con, electrics, 3.2 CDi
diesel, ABS, easy select,
4WD, rear diff lock.

$40,147
Drive Away Save $11,543

EXAMPLE
Triton 4WD 3.2 CDI Diesel Double Cab GLX Manual
Triton 4WD 3.2 CDI Diesel Double Cab GLS Manual
Triton 4WD 3.2 CDI Diesel Double Cab GLS Auto

SAVE
$35,453 Driveaway
$40,147 Driveway
$42,147 Driveway

$11,737
$11,543
$11,343

Plus Balance of Triton Range
Call the guys at Te Awamutu Mitsubishi for pricing. All prices include GST
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OPEN 7 DAYS. SATURDAY 9AM - 3PM, SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM
CORNER CHURCHILL AND MAHOE ST • TE AWAMUTU • PH (07) 871 5048 – 24 HOURS
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Cattle Club show Rural Contractors Ltd
1; Tayla White, Ruby, 2; Shara Sanderson,
Braedene Isaaq Vanessa, 3; Chantelle Sanderson, Braedene Isaaq Tayla, 4; Makayla McDonald, Ruby, 5; Kenzia White, Miley, 6.
Heifer Senior Yearling born before
July 31, 2006 sponsored by Corboy
Earthmovers Ltd Riddle family, Roscliff
Mans Pettie, 1; Somerset Jerseys, Glenmorgan Barneys Roxanne, 2; Somerset Jerseys,
Glenmorgan Lee Brier, 3; Somerset Jerseys,
Glenmorgan Eagles Gwen, 4; Turner family,
Karaka Maunga Might Maid, 5.
Heifer juniors Yearling born on or
after August 1, 2006 sponsored by Finch
Contracting: Riddle family, Roscliff Ever
Diamon, 1; Turner family, Karaka Derek
Show Queen, 2.
Two yearling Heifers sponsored by
Osborne’s Transport Ltd: Riddle family, 1;
Somerset jerseys, 2; Turner family, 3; CJ and
SD Young, 4.
Heifer calf (open) early born on or
before July 27,2007 sponsored by Ron
Russo Bulk Spreaders: BM Thompson,
Braedene Issaq Libby, 1; Claudia Megaw,
Peaches, 2; Chantelle Sanderson, Braedene
Issaq Tayla, 3; BM Thompson, Braedene
Isaaq Latesha, 4; Turner family, Karaka
Majic Leana, 5.
Heifer Calf (open) late born on or after
July 27, 2007 sponsored by BG Glass Contracting Ltd: Turner family, Karaka Tom
Maid Molly, 1; Shara Sanderson, Braedene
Issaq Vanessa, 2; Tayla White, Ruby, 3; Turner
family, Karaka Queen Anna, 4; Makayla McDonald, Ruby, 5.
Two Heifer Calves sponsored by Ace
Lawnmowers Ltd: BM Thompson, 1; Turner family, 2; Shara and Chantelle Sandeson,
3; Kenzia and Tayla White, 4.
Bull Calf (Johnson Trophy: sponsored
by Otorohanga Ground Spread Ltd: Riddle family, Roscliff Klassic Ding Dong ET,
1; Turner family, Karaka Black Luey, 2; BM
Thompson, Braedene Noontime Samson, 3;
BM Thompson, Braedene Nimrod Troy, 4.
Junior Group - One bull and two junior females - sponsored by Ambreed
NZ Ltd: Riddle family, 1; BM Thompson, 2;
Turner family, 3; BM Thompson, 4.
Consolation for Yearlings and Calves
not winning 1st, 2nd or 3rd prizes sponsored by ANZ Bank: BM Thompson,
Braedene Isaaq Latesha, 1; Turner family,
Karaka Queen Anna, 2; Rebecca Smith, Karaka Majic Leana, 3; Kejia White, Miley, 4; BM
Thompson, Braedene Nimrod Troy, 5.
Most points prize sponsored by VE
Veterinary Services: RA and PE Adam.

DR200SE TROJAN

Farm Development Specialists

The Firm that puts
the Farmer First
■
■
■
■
■

Earthmoving
Excavators
Trucks
Trucks & Trailers
Site Works

■
■
■
■
■

Bulldozers
Graders
Rollers
General Cartage
Race Work

Phone
870 6610
101 Arapuni Road
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046RR039-07

Best Uddered Female sponsored by
Bell Booth Ltd: PM and M Johnson, Somerton Sterls Andrea EX6, 1; RA and PE Adam,
Thornwood Aces Coral EX2, 2; RA and PE
Adam, Carnmor Freds Fragrance EX2, 3; CJ
and SP Young, Kaitaka Emlos Rain EX4, 4;
Riddle family, Roscliff Flyer Sinead EX2, 5.
Type and Milk Solids (Livestock and
Pastoral Lab Cup) sponsored by Agrisea NZ Ltd: RA and PE Adam, Thornwood
Princes Coralie EX4, 210 pts, 1; Singh Partnership, Mount Cozy Fabs Art VG2, 206.6 pts, 2;
RA and PE Adam, Thornwood Aces Coral
EX2 201.0 pts, 3; RA and PE Adam, Carnmor
Freds Fragrance EX2, 199.4pts, 4; Turner
family, Karaka Hero Worthy Joy EX8, 192.8
pts, 5; Riddle family, Roscliff Flyer Sinead
EX2, 189.7, pts 6.
Genetic Realisation sponsored by
F.L.J: (BW max 25pts PW Max 35 pts Type
max 40 pts) CJ and SP Young, Monabrett
Judo Gwen EX9, 94 pts, 1; JA and AE Ellis, Hillstar Aces Jingle EX5, 91 pts, 2; JA and AE Ellis,
Hillstar Pascos Karli, 86 pts, 3; RA and PE
Adam, Carnmor Freds Fragrance EX2, 81.5
pts, 4; JA and VA Lockwood-Geck, Roscliff Fyord Dione EX4, 67.5 pts, 5; Singh Partnership,
Mount Cosy Fabs Art VG2, 65 pts, 6.
Three Females in milk: sponsored by
Steward and Cavalier Engineering: RA
and PE Adam, 1; Riddle family, 2; Turner family, 3; PM and M Johnson, 4.
Dam and Daughter or Two Daughters
of the same Dam sponsored by Farmlands Trading Society Ltd: RA and PE
Adam, 1; PM and M Johnson, 2; JA and AE Ellis, 3; CJ and SD Young, 4; CJ and SD Young, 5.
Consolation in milk - any animal not
winning 1st, 2nd or 3rd prize sponsored
by VetEnt, Te Awamutu: Turner family,
Karaka Ace Rusky Mellow EX2, 1; JA and VA
Lockwood-Geck, Pukeroa Ads Jessella GP2,
2; JA and VA Lockwood-Geck, Roscliff Fjord
Dione EX4, 3; PM and M Johnson, Somerton
Lukes Andrea, 4.
Heifer Calf ( junior members up to 11
years of age) sponsored by ASB Bank:
Claudia Megaw, Peaches, 1; Shara Sanderson, Braedene Isaaq Vanessa, 2; Chantelle
Sanderson, Braedene Isaaq Layla, 3; Tayla
White, Ruby, 4; Anna Turner, Karaka Queen
Anna, 5; Kezia White, Miley, 6.
Heifer Calf ( junior members 12 years
and over) sponsored by Te Awamutu
Bulk Spreaders: Makayla McDonald, Ruby,
1; Rebecca Smith, Karaka Majic Keana, 2.
Best Presented Heifer Calf WR McGregor Challenge Trophy sponsored by
Westpac Bank: Claudia Megaw, Peaches,

TF125 MUDBUG

045RR009-08

Be in quick to grab one of these much loved kiwi icons - designed and built for New Zealand farms. Stocks are limited, pricing includes GST.
Offers must end March 31 2008 or while stocks last. Finance to approved purchases, normal credit and lending criteria apply.

132 Kihikihi Rd, Te Awamutu - PHONE 871 3079 - www.wilksbrooke.co.nz
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Bees breed to fight
Need a builder? back against varroa

RESIDENTIAL
LIGHT COMMERCIAL
HOUSING PACKAGES
FULL CONTRACTS
10 YEAR CERTIFIED
BUILDING GUARANTEE
COMPETITIVE SQUARE
METRE RATE
Call

A

Zane Beckett

Zane Beckett Construction - 021 550 744
zanebeckett@hotmail.com
045RR031-08

sustainable and cost-effective
tool to control the varroa mite
may soon be available to New
Zealand beekeepers thanks to the
efforts of scientists at the Crown
Research Institute, HortResearch.
Scientists at HortResearch have
successfully bred honeybees that
fight back against varroa - by suppressing mite reproduction.
Since its arrival in New Zealand
seven years ago varroa has become
the number one enemy of bees
and beekeepers across much of
the country. Able to reproduce and
spread rapidly, the mite lays its eggs
inside the brood cells of a beehive,
where the mites develop to maturity by feeding on bee larvae.
Uncontrolled, varroa will usually
‘kill’ a bee colony within a year – an
expensive loss to beekeepers as well

as a major threat to honey producers and New Zealand’s billion dollar
fruit export industry, which relies
on bees for pollination.
Varroa is currently controlled
mostly through the use of chemical miticides - at an annual cost to
industry of over $1.5 million. While
such treatments are generally effective, their use is not sustainable says
HortResearch honeybee scientist Dr
Mark Goodwin.
“Overseas, varroa has quickly built
up resistance to these miticides,
resulting in large hive losses. In addition, while perfectly safe if used
correctly, beekeepers and growers
would prefer not to have these
chemicals in our natural environment.”
With funding from the Sustainable Farming Fund, the National

Beekeepers Association, individual
beekeepers, and the kiwifruit industry through ZESPRI Limited, Dr
Goodwin and his team have been
searching for more sustainable
ways of keeping varroa in check.
“We’re looking not only at controlling the mite more cheaply, but also
at methods that meet the strong
environmental and food safety
goals of the bee industry and the
horticulture industries it supports,”
he says.
The idea to breed ‘resistant’ bees
came from overseas research which
showed that varroa mites emerging
from certain hives were unable to
reproduce. This is due to a genetic
trait in the bees themselves called
‘delayed suppression of mite reproduction’ or SMRD.
Continued page 18.

Take advantage of our Summer spreading incentives

We can supply, cart and spread your choice of AG Lime. Phone today for the best prices
All trucks are

Certified

Phone Tony (07) 871 6281 DEPOT: Paterangi Road, Te Awamutu.
Fax (07) 871 8532. Mobile: 0800 923 883

Ravensdown Lime

Spreadmark Registered
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Getting more
from your
maize silage
A
new booklet titled “Getting more
out of your maize silage” has been
produced to help maize silage users fine-tune their maize silage harvest,
storage and feed-out management.
“An increasing number of farmers are
using maize silage as an integral part
of their farming systems,”
says Dr Jakob
Kleinmans, Forage
Products Manager
for Pioneer Brand
Products.
“We have produced
this booklet to help
maize silage users
increase the quality of
their silage which will in
turn lift milk production
and farm profitability.”
The easy-to-read booklet outlines five key steps to
making and storing quality
maize silage.
STEP 1: PLAN AHEAD

Book your contractor as
soon as possible. Ensure that
they can apply a high quality s i l a g e
inoculant (e.g. Pioneer Brand Inoculants) at harvest time. Prepare the storage area by removing the residues of
last year’s silage.
Order in maize silage supplies such
as inoculant, covers and silage tape (or

confirm that your contractor will be
supplying these products) at least two
weeks ahead of harvest.
STEP 2: CORRECT HARVEST
MANAGEMENT

Maize silage should be
harvested between 30-38%
whole plant drymatter.
Harvest drymatter can
only be accurately determined by conducting a
laboratory drymatter
test. Maize silage that
is within the correct
drymatter
range
should be chopped
at a theoretical cut
length of 12-14 mm.
Make sure that
your
contractor uses a plant
processor and
that the kernels
are broken into
about four pieces.
STEP 3: APPLY A QUALITY
SILAGE INOCULANT

A summary by Dr Richard Muck, US
Dairy Forage Research Centre, showed
that silage inoculants can improve
drymatter recovery by 2-3% and animal
performance by 3-5%.
Continued page 9

2008 RURAL
ROUNDUP DATES
The Te Awamutu Courier publishes a special monthly
farming supplement The Rural Rounup.
Our paper is delivered to 11,634 homes including 5082
rural clients in the Te Awamutu and surrounding areas
from north of Otorohanga in the south, to Kaipak/Te
Pahu in the north and out to Oparau/Kawhia in the
west.
To assist with your forward planning below are the dates
and features for the Rural Roundup for the next 12
months.
Regrassing
Maize Grain Harvesting and regrassing
General
Fieldays and Welcome to the District
Calf Rearing
Grow Maize 2008/09
Summer Crop options and Silage Making
Cropping, silage and hay
Hay/Silage and calf Club Results

045RR001-08

March 11
April 8
May 13
June 10
July 15
August 19
September 16
October 14
November 18

For Further Information please phone:
Advertising: Alan Price or Heather Andrew
Editorial: Dean Taylor or Cathy Asplin

Phone 871 5151
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When to feed maize silage crop

D
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rought conditions mean many farmers
are currently asking ‘should I feed my
maize silage crop now?’.
Te Awamutu based Animal Nutritionist for
Pioneer Brand Products, Raewyn Densley, recommends that farmers take into consideration the yield potential of their crop as well as
the other feed options available to them before
they start early harvesting their maize.
“Because maize crops grow rapidly producing about half their yield between flowering
and silage harvest in a normal year, early harvest greatly reduces the yield that you will get
from your crop,” says Mrs Densley.
“Unless your maize crop is severely drought
stressed don’t think about harvesting it until
you have done all you can to reduce feed demand on your farm and have used all other
available feeds,” recommends Mrs Densley.
“Most Waipa maize silage crops are still
increasing in yield despite the dry conditions.
Maize has a remarkable ability to recover
from drought when moisture levels have returned…so delay harvest as long as possible,”
says Mrs Densley.
Signs of mild to moderate drought stress
include the bottom leaves dying, rolled leaves
and, depending on the maize genetics, purpling at the base of the stem. Severely drought
stressed crops have dried upper leaves which
do not recover overnight.
“If your crop is severely drought stressed,
you may have to harvest it all in the next few
weeks.
“However, It is better to harvest only what
you need of a mild to moderately drought
stressed crop and leave the rest growing,” says
Mrs Densley.
“Historically a number of Waipa farmers have
used greenfeed maize and it is an excellent
option for milking cows. If your crops are significantly drought stressed or very immature
watch out for nitrate levels”.
While maize crops can be grazed, the wastage rate can be high so green-feed cut-andcarry systems are preferable. If you have your
own harvester, cut the maize on a daily basis
and cart it to the herd.
“Some farmers are using local contractors to
deliver green-feed maize every few days,” says
Mrs Densley. “Under normal circumstances,
maize silage can be piled and fed for up to a
maximum of three days, however you should
continually monitor to ensure there is no excessive heating and/or mould growth.”
“If the dry continues, local contractors will
not be able to keep up with the demand for
chopping green-feed maize every few days,”
says Mrs Densley.
“If this eventuates, farmers should consider
harvesting a proportion of their crop and leaving the rest until normal silage harvest time.”
To get the best fermentation and quality
from early harvested crops:
1. Lengthen the chop length to 15-20 mm.
2. Turn the plant processor off.
3. Use Pioneer Brand 1132 maize silage specific
inoculant to improve fermentation quality.
4. Consider lifting the cutter bar to increase
the plant drymatter percentage. (NZ research
showed that increasing the cutting height
from 100 mm to 600 mm increased maize silage drymatter by 3.4% and decreased yield by
2.5 tDM/ha).
5. Compact the stack but don’t over- roll it as
this can increase run-off.
6. Cover, seal and weigh down the cover with
tyres that are touching.
“This season is really showing the yield potential of maize under extremely dry conditions,” says Mrs Densley, “but some rain now
would be welcomed by us all.”

OUR NEXT RURAL ROUNDUP
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esearch has shown the use of
maize supplement improves
dairy farm productivity and
profit and reduces nitrogen leaching
compared to all grass operations.
Ian Williams, Genetic Technologies
Ltd says finetuning management on
dairy farms incorporating maize silage
feeding systems will bring added production efficiencies and environmental benefits.
He says benefits in lower emissions
of carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide will
come from optimal management of
the maize crop, particularly in amount
and timing of fertiliser inputs to meet
crop demands.
Other benefits will come from following the maize crop with annual
ryegrass or oat crops for winter, a minimum tillage policy, and growing maize
on a dedicated block to absorb dairy effluent nutrient, particularly nitrogen.
Feedpads are a vitally important part
of maize supplement feeding, allowing
for efficient capture and spreading of
excreted nutrients – and to avoid pasture pugging.
Mr Williams presented a paper,
co-authored by
Stewart Ledgard
(AgResearch Ruakura), Greg Edmeades
(Cambridge) and Raewyn Densley (Te
Awamutu), covering these points to
the New Zealand Grassland Association
conference.
He says farmers who rely only on
fertiliser N to boost feed production
will lose typically 60% to 70% of cows’

N intake in the urine. Grazing cows will
deposit more than 1000kg N/ha under
each urine patch, resulting in significant leaching of nitrates.
Feeding a low protein feed like maize
silage at 7.5% in conjunction with high
protein pasture will dilute dietary protein content and reduce N excreted by
cows.
This strategy has been a major factor
improving N efficiency and reducing N
loss in the European Union.
Feeding maize silage can reduce the
N content of urine by 70% and sharply
reduce leaching losses from urine
patches.
Maize silage supplement also contributes to a reduction in nitrous oxide
emissions as milksolids production
increases, as shown in the DairyNZ Resource Efficient Farms trial at Ruakura.
Managing maize silage to maintain
its low environmental impact requires
a feedpad for efficient feeding. The
farmer must be careful with soil management for maize, determining soil N
status at planting and correct timing
of N applications.
It is easy to overfertilise maize because it shows no symptoms of excess
N. Farmers can avoid overfertilisation
by deep soil sampling and using the
AmaizeN tool to predict N status following natural mineralisation.
A ryegrass or oat crop sown when
the maize is harvested can remove
excess N and frequently will not need
additional fertiliser.

Getting more from maize
From page 7.

bacterial levels and quality trial data.
For more information
on choosing the right
maize silage inoculantvisit
www.moremilk.co.nz
STEP 4: COMPACTION

The aim of the compaction process is to remove
all of the air out of the
maize silage. To achieve a
good compaction, spread
the chopped maize into
100-150 mm layers.
Ensure that compaction capacity matches
the harvest rate to avoid
“pile-ups”. After harvest
has finished, continue
compacting until the

stack or bunker surface
is firm.

If you wish to promote your rural services or
products call Alan or Heather

Phone 871 5151

DON'T WASTE YOUR

SUPPLEMENT FEED
STORAGE BUNKERS - ideal for palm kernal
meal and maize silage. Built to your requirements.
We install and supply Ready Mix Concrete
• Feed Pads • Fertiliser Bins
• Silage Pits • Maize Silage Bunkers
• Continuous Open Ended Feed Troughs

Your Certified Ready Mix Concrete plant

045RR004-08

Newer generation inoculants such as Pioneer
Brand 11C33 increase the
aerobic stability of maize
silage meaning that it
takes longer to heat when
exposed to the air at feedout time.
Not all silage inoculants
are created equal.
Just as two bulls differ
in their ability to sire high
producing daughters, different bacteria strains
differ in the effect that
they have on silage fermentation. When choosing a silage inoculant
look for a crop specific
product with guaranteed

REGRASSING
045RR039-08

More profit,
less leaching
R

Publishes TUESDAY, MARCH 11
Featuring

STEP 5: SEALING

Once all of the air has
been compacted out of
the silage stack it should
be sealed to prevent any
air returning. Use a high
quality plastic cover. Tape
any joins in the cover, seal
the edges using lime or
sand and weigh the cover
down with tyres that are
touching.
To receive your free
copy of Getting more
out of your maize silage
phone 0800 moremilk
(0800 667 364) or visit the
website.

BOWERS

SON LTD

Phone 07 871 5209
For friendly, personal service, see your local concrete company
Crn Alexandra St & Paterangi Rd, Te Awamutu
• Email: bowers@wave.co.nz

045RR028-08
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Twice champion cow
W

20 TONNE EXCAVATORS - UP TO 20M REACH
12 TONNE EXCAVATORS - UP TO 10M REACH

045RR032-08

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Digger Hire
Effluent Ponds
Earthmoving
Farm Works
Wet Lands
Ponds
Lakes

aipa Friesian Association, Club
Show was held
this month at the Otorohanga County Fair.
Once again it was a draw
card for stock of a very
high standard, with an impressive 70 head of stock
entered from 17 different
exhibitors.
This
year’s
Champion Cow was awarded
to seven-year-old Hillview
Cody Quadrill, exhibited
by Wendy Harker (right).
This was the second time
Quadrill has been placed
Champion cow at the club
show, the first time was in
2005 as a four-year-old.
Reserve went to twoyear-old Mokena Astro
Crystal exhibited by the
Scott family. Junior Champion was awarded to
Paramount Mr P Sh’myneET, owned by the Cairns
family. Muritai H Opal-Red
owned by W and L Taylor
was reserve.
Ferdon Genetics (below)
of Otorohanga won the
over all most points tro-

phy for the day. The novice
most point’s trophy (showing under five years) was
won by David Thompson
of Ohaupo, and Brittney
Bell of Otorohanga won
the showmanship trophy.
Show results:
Cow in milk 7 yrs and
over: Hillview Cody Quadrill,
D and W Harker, 1; Muri-

0800 686 294
Email: info@numax.co.nz - Web: www.numax.co.nz

tai Comestar Dream, W and
L Taylor, 2; Carse-O-Fern Sam
Jess, D and L Courtman, 3.
Cow in milk 5 and 6
years: Kauri Glen Manat Palma, Ferdon Genetics, 1; Ferdon
Ito Pansy, Ferdon Genetics, 2;
Westell Emerson Prize, D and
W Harker, 3.
Cow in milk 4 yrs: Okawa
Legondary Shelly, T and J Barclay, 1; Ferdon Big Sky Jenny,
Ferdon Genetics, 2; Awatere
Pierre Lilly, A and D Young, 3.
Senior Best Udder, cow
in milk 4 years and over:
Okawa Legondary Shelly, T
and J Barclay, 1; Hillview Cody
Quadrill, D and W Harker, 2;
Muritai Comestar Dream, W
and L Taylor, 3.
Cow in Milk 3 years:
Ferdon Aspen Jenny, Ferdon
Genetic, 1; Carse-O-Fern Lucas
Tania, D and L Courtman, 2;
Muritai Talent Wattle, W and
L Taylor, 3.
Cow in milk 2 yrs: Mokena Astro Crystal, Scott
Family, 1; Waipiri Champion
Besy S2F, David Thompson, 2;
Paramount Principal Static,
Cairns Family, 3.
Best Udder, Cow in Milk

2 and 3 years: Mokena Astro
Crystal, Scott family, 1; Waipiri
Pierre Rumble, G and L Deane,
2; Muritai Talent Wattle, W
and L Taylor, 3.
Champion Cow: Hillview
Cody Quadrill; Reserve: Mokena Astro Crystal.
Senior Yearling Heifer:
Paramount Mr P Sh’myne-ET,
Cairns Family, 1; 2, Paramount
Gold Souey-ET, Cairns Family,
2; Maunga View Allan Opal, J
Taylor, 3.
Junior Yearling Heifer:
Mokena Gilbert Delma, Scott
Family, 1; Rimutaka Talent JJem, C and J Berry, 2; Fantastic
Lee Pie, V and K Clarke., 3.
Senior Heifer Calf: Muritai H Opal-Red, W and L Taylor,
1; Ferdon Red Lady, Ferdon
Genetics, 2; Fambe Jorryn Jill,
D and A Palmof, 3.
Junior Heifer Calf: CarseO-Fern Fortune Jen, D and
L Courtman, 1; Ferdon Lou
Chrissy, Ferdon Genetics, 2;
Westell Jatz Milly, D and W
Harker, 3.
Junior Female Champion: Paramount Mr P
Sh’myne-ET; Reserve: Muritai H Opal-Red.

FENCING - FENCING - FENCING

2.1M
LIGHT ANGLES

$

11

Specialist
Landscaping Services

.52

Feature and streetscape landscaping
Specialists in native plantings

EACH + GST

Riparian plantings

Cash Sales / Bundle Lots

Wetland planting
Rural properties
Subdivisions
Our friendly staff would welcome
an opportunity to discuss your
ideas and requirements with
you. We can also assist with
applications for funding

045RR025-08

Make that call now
Phone Dave on 021 351 957
or visit our website:
www.ecolynx.co.nz

317RR032-07
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Top franchise split up

WE HAVE MOVED TO NEW
PURPOSE BUILT PREMISES
Manufacturers and Suppliers of:

K

orakonui couple Rex and Ruth Mossman won the
2007 trophy for ‘High Performance’ Ultra-Scan
Franchise.
Their franchise at the time covered the Otorohanga
and Te Awamutu districts - so it probably sounds a little surprising that they recently split their franchise in
half, selling off the Otorohanga district.
But it is because of increased demand for their services and a desire to continue high standards set, that
they did so.
“The numbers of farmers wanting to use our pregnancy testing and animal services has increased to
the extent that we realised we had to make the area
smaller, so that we can continue to offer the same level
of service. ”
Last year Mr Mossman scanned 40,000 dairy cows
and dehorned 14,500 calves.
Much of the scanning done is within a relatively

ROTARY COW SHEDS
HERRINGBONE COW SHEDS
YARDS AND PIPE WORK
KATROL TOP GATES
General Repairs and On-Site Welding
24hr Service Team (Ph 0274 771 888)
Welding of Steel, Aluminium
and Stainless Machining,
Engineering Supplies

short period (January - March) so he felt he should concentrate on just the Te Awamutu franchise and help
train someone to take over the Otorohanga franchise.
He says Ultra-Scan franchise owners work closely together, so that if any one of the franchise owners falls
ill or cannot complete work another one can help out.
“We have great back up and any one of the 15 franchise owners could provide cover. Sometimes when
large herds are scanned we can have two or three scanners in use at the same time.”
Pregnancy of farm animals is confirmed using ultrasound equipment.
The scanning is relatively simple and stress-free for
the cow and is time efficient.
“It causes the cow little discomfort and the scan can
take place as early as 30 days and up until 90 days.”
Continued page 19.

261RR017/07

ULTRA-SCAN High Performance Franchise
Owners Rex and Ruth Mossman (above)
and Mr Mossman scanning (left).

SERVING THE FARMER FOR 48 YEARS.
FOR ALL YOUR ENGINEERING
ENQUIRIES PHONE DES MILGATE

Livingstone Lane (off Bond Rd), Te Awamutu
Phone: 871 7734 - Fax: 871 7792
Email: farm.eng@xtra.co.nz

Rural Water Supplies • Domestic Plumbing • Pool & Spa Supplies

Russ
Water Services

RETAILSHOP

EFFLUENT SYSTEMS

• RX alkathene pipe range
• Hose, couplings and valving
• Threaded fittings all
brands, 6mm 100mm
• Water tanks and troughs
• Pool chemicals and
pool hardware
• Water filtration and water testing

• Complete system
designs
• Feed pad solids
handling
• Pumps and stirrers
• Hydrants and
irrigators
• Installation and servicing

POOL & SPA SERVICES

COMPLETE TRENCHING
SERVICES

• Spa pool sales
• Pool sales and installation
• Pumps and filtration
systems
• Chemicals and water
testing
• Retail shop

• Late model ditch witch
trencher 45hp
• Quality operators
• Fast, effective,
competitive
• Water pipes, cable laying, drainage

CALL

THE

SPECIALISTS: 07 871 3100
046RR007-07

Quality Business is Doing it Right the First Time

Mike 0274 916 537 • Dave 0274 916 538 • Clint 027 231 7710 • 496 Ohaupo Road, Te Awamutu
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WILLIE LORD
Concrete Placers Ltd

ELITE SERVICES
(2005) LTD

Tilt Panels
Made
Easy
for a FREE quote
(Phone Phil 0274 996 428 or Willie 021 557 676)

Silage Pits • Fert Bins • Industrial Buildings • Sumps • Retaining Walls • Fencing

Tilt panels - made easy
Rural - Feed out pads - Silage Bunkers
Decorative
Hard Landscaping
Commercial
Residential - Driveways/Housefloors

No job too big or small
Phone 870 5177 or
021 557 676
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GENERAL
ENGINEERING
INDUSTRIAL
& FARM
BUILDINGS
COWSHEDS &
FEEDPADS
HOUSE BEAMS

■
■
■
■

Phillip & Charlotte Brisco
108 TE RAHU ROAD, TE AWAMUTU
PH. 07 871 3624 MOB. 0274 996 428
FAX. 07 871 5539

COWSHED SHELVING

or GARAGE, STOREROOM
Free Standing
Strong adjustable shelves
Powder coated finish
Numerous sizes
Free design & quote

045RR033-08

045RR037-08

Tomorrow, today

•
•
•
•
•

PHONE NEAL
Mob: 027 575-3300 Office: 07 871-3367

WAIKATO/BOP LTD
STORAGE SOLUTION PROFESSIONALS

ROOMS
tionship of cow comfort, animal
behaviour, rumen function and
nutrition with cow fertility,
health, longevity and productivity
has highlighted the need to take a
different approach to feeding and
managing today’s dairy cows.
To this end DPSL has internationally reknown dairy reproduction expert, Bill Thatcher,
delivering the latest relevant information. Rob Gregory will take a
look at some relevant welfare and
cow comfort issues - increasingly
a major area of input worldwide.
We tend too often to forget that
the cow is a ruminant and that the
rumen can be a complicated place.
Garry Waghorn is always an entertaining and enthralling speaker in
this area.

Growing as much high quality
feed as possible has a big impact
on any farm business, especially
if maize is involved. Getting all
silages fermented and stored to
retain optimum feed value, without potential animal health risks,
is critical. These are areas where
new knowledge is continually developing, in use, management and
evaluation techniques.
Do you know what good silage
looks and smells like? How good
are you at assessing what is right,
wrong or dangerous in silage?
What constitutes well-made
silages versus silage with excellent nutrient value? They are not
always the same. What is best for
the cow?

ARE YOU GETTING THE

DPSL is a dairy cow management and nutrition
consultancy group. The principals are well known
veterinarians, Bryan McKay and Sue Macky.

DAIRY FARMERS!!!

COW
AND
FARM
FOCUSED? Be challenged by a

3.6m x 2.4m - $8000
6.0m x 2.4m - $12000
6.0m x 3.0m - $15000
• Lights • Carpet
• Power Lead
• Curtain Rail
• Smoke Alarm

CALL STAN NOW! 0274 874 263

Continued page 14.

DPSL FARM TUTORIAL
WORKSHOPS. Do you know
how cows really work? Better
understanding of cows, rumen
function, feeds and their interaction
with your environment will enhance
productivity. The principles of dairy
cow nutrition and management are
the same regardless of what you
feed, where you live or what farm
system you use. The unique in depth
course combines classroom and on
farm practical teaching, and is aimed
at owners, managers and advisors
who want to excel in dairying. The
next courses, beginning April 2008,
will be held in both North and South
Island venues.

For a DPSL 2008 Conference
Registration pack or for more
details about the farm tutorial
workshops contact:

You'll NEED
to talk to

BOWERS!
WE SUPPLY ALL YOUR...
❑ Ready Mix Concrete
❑ Duracrete Water Tank
❑ Effluent Tanks
❑ Stone Traps
❑ Feedout Pads

Your Certified Ready Mix Concrete plant

BOWERS

045RR003-08

top lineup of local and international
speakers, targeting improving your
farm productivity. Interact with
other like-minded farmers, industry
participants and the speakers in
between sessions and reward
yourself with a fun after hours
social programme. Attend the
practical workshops on one of New
Zealand’s highest producing farms.

Built to your requirements.

Upgrading your Dairy?

FROM YOUR COWS?

2008 Opportunity to improve
knowledge and up skill dairy
farming systems. Come to the
“Dairy Production Systems Ltd”
conference on: “Tomorrow Today
- Using Future Technology Now”,
March 17-19, Glenview Conference
Centre, Hamilton.

Do you need more space?
• PORTABLE ROOMS
• OFFICES • SLEEPOUTS

045RR035-08

D

airy Production Systems
Limited (DPSL) is holding
a three-day conference for
clients, any other interested farmers and industry professionals, at
Glenview Conference Centre, Hamilton, on March 17-19.
As DPSL has a strong background in animal health as well as
cow management and nutrition,
the programme is highly relevant
to all farmers. They take pride presenting high quality but very practical sessions. The social events are
an opportunity to mix with high
performing dairy farmers, and to
learn about what can be achieved
when a holistic approach is taken
to dairy farm consultancy.
Internationally, recognition of
the importance and interrela-

2 MOVE

SON LTD

Phone 07 871 5209
045RR029-08

Dairy Production
Systems Ltd™

For friendly, personal service, see your local concrete company

Email: dps@dairypro.co.nz
PHONE: 07 858 2224

Crn Alexandra St & Paterangi Rd, Te Awamutu
• Email: bowers@wave.co.nz
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Tomorrow, today
From page 13.

SEPTIC TANKS
COWSHED SUMPS

871 5609 ALL HOURS

318RR015-06

ALL TRADE WASTES

Imported feeds and purchased
concentrates are playing a more
significant role in meeting the
nutrient needs of our cows. Obtaining, transporting, storing and
feeding such products correctly is
critical to success. Other feeds will
be available in the future. You will
need to know about the how, what
and whys!
Why is pasture such a problem
in enabling cows to maintain high
stable production? What can be
done to have control? Grazed pasture is our single most important
and significant feed input but it can
also be our most unreliable, unpredictable and difficult feed to use for
maximum all round performance.
Throughout the conference,
there will be a number of photographic posters depicting typical
and not so typical dairy farm
scenes, both from here and overseas. This is your opportunity to
test your observational skills and
knowledge, debating what is wrong
and what is right in each, before
the experts give their opinions. Being able to accurately assess cows,
feeds, facilities, management etc is
critical to being able to give sound
advice to enable farmers to make
the best on farm decisions for high
performance.
Part of the DPSL philosophy is to
ensure our farmers have healthy
cows with no avoidable health
problems that impair performance
and depress profit. Too often we assume cow problems such as lameness, metabolic diseases, mastitis,
poor reproduction, gut problems
etc. are a normal and unavoidable

part of dairy farming. Zinpro Corporation, well known for its involvement in organic minerals, has been
developing a major multifaceted
software programme aimed at
evaluating, improving, eliminating
many of these issues, Dean Guenther, always a popular speaker, will
introduce some aspects of ‘First
Step’, especially as relevant to lameness, and will also address some of
the basic issues surrounding performance mineral use.
A half day on farm session will
involve a number of practical and
varied mini workshops, conducted
by DPSL staff members. Silage
evaluation, pasture management,
genetics and cow evaluation, tips
on high performance farming, cow

signs, new feeds etc will be covered,
utilising the facilities of one of New
Zealand’s very highest performing
herds.
DPSL welcome any farmers,
veterinarians or rural professionals who have an interest in dairy
cow productivity to attend. If you
have clients that you think would
like to come, they are also very
welcome. High performing farmers, especially those operating non
- traditional systems often do not
have the opportunity to talk to
other like- minded farmers, and can
feel isolated!
For more information, and a
complete programme please contact the DPSL office (07) 858 2224 or
email dps@dairypro.co.nz.

To BV, or not to BV

A

re your breeding decision complex and confusing? If so you need to
learn how to make those decisions more easily for the sake of your
cows and your profit.
Te Awamutu Jersey Cattle Club, with the support of PGG Wrightson, is
holding a ‘BV or Not to BV Seminar’ on Tuesday, March 4 to help with this
integral part of your business operation.
A range of industry and farming people will talk about breeding values
(BV), making business decisions using BVs, understanding three generation pedigrees and conducting practical exercises using BVs.
There will also be a panel discussion and question time.
Speakers for the event are Bill Montgomerie - Animal Evaluation Unit,
David Fullerton - Waipiri Holstein Friesian Stud and HSS Genetics, Kevin
Hart - Ambreed Sire Analyst and John Redshaw - Bull Acquisition LIC.
Gaining extra knowledge at the seminar will give farmers greater confidence in purchasing animals and semen and using corrective mating
techniques for the 2008/09 season.
The seminar will be held on Riddell’s property, 2 Coulter Road (with the
distinctive purple cowshed) from 10.30am until about 2.30pm. Lunch will
be provided.
For more information contact Paul Johnson (871 2983) or Ross Riddell
(871 5691).

DAIRY
FARMERS!
Have you considered replacing your existing
platform or increasing your existing bail numbers?
Dairy Tech Internal Platform

Precast Silo Pad

Now is the time to
check your herd for
empty and
non-cycling cows
while there is still
time to fix any
problems.
WE OFFER:
❖ Independent, accurate, stress-free pregnancy diagnosis
❖ Identification of pregnancy from 30 days
❖ Accurate aging of foetus (+/- 7 days) up to 100 days
❖ Up to date, state of the art equipment
❖ 20+ years experience in ultrasound pregnancy diagnosis
❖ Extremely competitive rates
❖ No mileage charge

CONTACT MARTIN LANGRIDGE

ROTARY FARM DAIRY SPECIALISTS

SMART-SCAN

Manufacturers of Dairy Tech Internal and External Platforms

Ph: 07 873 0819 Fax: 07 873 0839
Visit our website www.dairytech.co.nz
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Ph (021) 737 164, A/h 871 9641, Fax 871 9642
www.smartscan.co.nz

038TC021/07

DAIRY TECH LTD

289RR032-07

farm services ltd

Demand exceeds
supply of ‘high
sugar grass’ seed
F

sociation whose member seed
armers can expect more purcompanies conduct the majority of
pose-bred, higher performing
regional NFVT plot trials measuring
grasses such as high sugar
drymatter yield.
grass, says a director of one of BritMr Gilbert said the UK National
ain’s big four grass seed companies.
List has for many years ranked indeHigh sugar ryegrasses are already
pendently evaluated grasses accordestablished on 30,000 hectares in
ing to their digestibility or D-value,
New Zealand and represent the
which suited high sugar grasses, and
classic example of a new technology
is now based mainly on the measfinding a ready market, said Germi129 Maui St, Te Rapa, Hamilton
urement of water soluble carbohynal Holdings Ltd director William
or 240 Maniapoto St
drate content, which also puts high
Gilbert.
Otorohanga
sugar grass in a good light.
“This definitely is the biggest step
“Our high sugar grasses are not
forward in grass breeding in twenty
only the best performing mateyears,” said Mr Gilbert, adding that
rial for all the traditional yardsticks
high sugar ryegrasses already acsuch as yield, persistence and discount for a one-third share of the
ease resistance, but also offer the
perennial ryegrass seed market in
added benefit of higher sugar levels
the UK.
leading to improved animal per“It looks good all-round and espeformance,” he said.
cially for farmers because these new
WILLIAM GILBERT
varieties are considerably higher
performing. In terms of feed quality it’s like comparing chalk with cheese,” said Mr Gilbert, recently in
New Zealand on holiday with his family.
Success breeds success for the eight generation
family seed company in the enviable position of having exclusive global marketing rights for this new
grass from the Institute of Grassland and Environmental Research (IGER) in Wales, where Germinal has
funded research for two decades.
Another IGER project in the pipeline is a perennial
ryegrass to deliver a high level of omega-3 rich polyunsaturated fatty acids in beef and therefore reduce
cardiovascular risk to consumers.
Also being investigated are grasses that will be
more adaptable to climate change and there’s strong
interest in developing the right mixes of diverse plant
species for naturally sustainable pasture growth.
“We can’t produce enough high sugar grass seed to
satisfy the huge demand and for the past five years
have completely sold out in the UK and France,” said
Mr Gilbert, whose company sells seed-growing rights
Te Awamutu
on a royalty basis to selected overseas suppliers.
Ironically, although high sugar grass is relatively
new to farmers in New Zealand, where it was introduced by Germinal Seeds NZ Ltd three years ago, the
$0 UP TO $20,000
Canterbury region grows a seed crop for Cates Grain
and Seed Ltd that supplies half the annual requireFORD 7840/4
Bare Tractor Arriving
ment of Germinal for the UK and Europe markets.
SHIBAURA 8340/4
Fel, 2 available ...............................................................................$18,500 FOR BOTH
The science behind high sugar grass is that the
CASE 685/4
Crowd Loader, as is .......................................................................................... $14,500
higher level of water soluble carbohydrates (sugar) in
CASE
1394/2
Pearson
Powershift, a very original popular model ...................................... $15,000
the plant gives ruminant animals a surge of digestive
FORD
3910/4
Repainted
Pearson FEL, good proven record, tidy ....................................... $18,500
energy to enable their more efficient conversion of
LEYLAND
Crowd Fel, new brakes, very straight tractor . ................................................. $8,000
grass protein into milk and meat.
MF 295/2
2 to choose, 90HP with FEL, great mixer unit .....................................FROM $12,000
“AberDart or a related high sugar grass from IGER
is being used in every ryegrass breeding programme
JOHN DEERE 1640/2
Pearson FEL, new PTO pack, good model .............................REDUCED TO $14,500
worldwide of note,” said Mr Gilbert.
KUBOTA 7500/4 75HP
Pearson, new tyres & paint, a great model ..................................................... $18,500
Among them is AgResearch, which has a contract
IH 484’S LOADERS
4WD & 2WD, straight little tractors ........................................................FROM $9,500
with PGG Wrightson to breed a grass of their own
INTERNATIONAL 685/4
Fel Arriving ........................................................................................................ $19,000
with the high sugar trait.
In Australia PGG Wrightson is partnering Austral$20,001 TO $30,000
ia’s Molecular Plant Breeding Cooperative Research
Centre to attempt to breed a high sugar grass, again
CASE 895XL
Cabin, FEL, 4.4 litre engine ......................................................REDUCED TO $30,500
using the robust AberDart as base material.
CASE 895XL
Cabin, duals, excellent example ..............................................REDUCED TO $25,000
Mr Gilbert said the only direct collaboration with
ISEKI SX75/4
Pearson FEL, a good series Iseki .................................................................... $24,500
IGER and Germinal is their recently announced partnership with Gentos, a seed company in Argentina
$30,001 TO $40,000
developing forage cultivars for temperate climates.
“It means Gentos gains access to the latest IGER
CASE 4230/4 XL
Pearson, Duals, Extremely well maintained ................................................... $32,000
germplasm. It’s a huge step forward.”
CX RANGE TRACTORS
CX70,80,90s Rops & Cabs & FELs .......................................................FROM $39,500
As well as AberDart, the other high sugar grass
LANDINI 8860/4 80HP
with Trima FEL, 12x12 trans, only 1054hrs ..................................................... $41,000
varieties available in New Zealand are AberMagic and
MCCORMICK MC 120
as traded straight in, straight out ................................................................... $40.000
AberAvon, all of which farmers from Southland to
Northland rate as top performers.
$40,001 TO $50,000
“We see more farmers moving to higher performing grasses. The benefits are clearly evident in liveMASSEY FERGUSON 6180/4
2255hrs, Dynashift, Datatronic, all upgrades done ....................................... $45,700
stock performance,” said Mr Gilbert.
MCCORMICK MTX125
as traded, straight in, straight out................................................................... $43,000
However, with about 30 ryegrass cultivars in the
CASE CX70/4 70HP
ROPS, speedshift trans, auto pto & 4wd, Fel, ................................................ $42,000
NZ market, farmers could reasonably expect an independent testing process as in other countries where
$50,001 AND ABOVE
a recommended list is published each year.
“The idea of an independent national list is that
CASE CX90
Cabin, quickie Fel, Good hrs, Popular and very tidy ..................................... $59,000
companies produce genuinely useful grasses rather
CASE JX80U/4
Cabin 1054hrs, Pearson 2036, Immaculate Tractor ........................................ $65,000
than presenting only minute changes,” said Mr GilMCCORMICK MC120
new Trima FEL, 2200hrs, Immaculate Tractor ................................................. $87,000
bert.
LANDINI
POWERFARM
85
Trima FEL, Only 500hrs, Immac and suit new buyers ................................... $53,000
Currently the benchmarking of grasses in New
NEW HOLLAND 8340
135HP, radar, new rubber, mint ........................................................................... SOLD
Zealand is with the National Forage Variety Trials
established by the NZ Plant Breeding Research AsPricing Excludes GST

289RR004-07

Visit our Displays

McCORMICK CX80,
CX90 ROPS & CABS

ALL SOLD AND SERVICED BY

045RR042-08

045RR010-08

BENSON ROAD, TE AWAMUTU
Phone: 07 870 2411

Mike Whitburn

A/H 07 846 5554

Mobile 0274 824 614

Murray Barclay A/H 07 872 1964

Mobile 0274 753 690

email: mbarclay@powerfarming.co.nz

www.powerfarmingteawamutu.co.nz
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Business use
V private use
By Lance
Fielder —
associate in
the
Te Awamutu
firm Gyde
Wansbone.
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CORBOYS

YOUR
CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS
FARM TRACKS - DRIVEWAYS - SITEWORKS

DRAINAGE AND EXCAVATION

UNDERPASS INSTALLATION

METAL SUPPLY AND CARTAGE

VEHICLE EXPENSES

As I have alluded to, motor vehicles
often have a combination of business
and private use.
For GST purposes provided the business use of the motor vehicle is over
50% then you can claim all of the GST at
the time of purchase, however you will
have to make an adjustment in your
GST return to account for the private
use of your vehicle (your accountant
can help you calculate this).
If the business use of the motor vehicle is less than 50% business use then
you can make an adjustment in your
GST return to account for the business use of your motor vehicle (again
your accountant can help you calculate
this).
In order to substantiate the business
use of your motor vehicle you will have
to complete a log book for a period of
three consecutive months and provided your business activities don’t change
significantly this log book will be valid
for three years before you have to complete another one.
Let’s say that after completing your
log book for three consecutive months
the business use of your motor vehicle
works out to be 75%.
This means that you can claim 75%
of all running costs associated with
this motor vehicle including insurance, warrants, registrations, road user
charges, fuel, repairs and maintenance
etc. This also means that you can claim
75% of depreciation relating to this motor vehicle.

Welcome to Corboy Country for contracting excellence contact us today

CORBOY
EARTHMOVERS LTD

As farmers your house is your business premises as well as your dwelling
so you can also claim a portion of your
household expenses as business related
expenses.
These expenses include items such
as house power, insurance, repairs and
depreciation.

I D E A L Wo r l d

INTEREST DEDUCTIBILITY

Interest deductibility is often a combination of business and private use.
If you borrow money to buy a motor
vehicle then the interest deductibility of this loan will be aligned with the
business portion according to your log
book.
The deductibility of interest depends
on why the money is borrowed.
If the money is borrowed to buy a
new farm bike, fertilizer, tractor or
other farm related expenditure then
there is generally no problem with the
deductibility of interest.
Let’s take the example of purchasing
a new Buccaneer 605 boat for the family to go fishing and water skiing.
You call your bank manager and ask if
you can have another $100,000 on your
mortgage so you can buy the boat.
When preparing your financial statements some twelve months later your
accountant tells you the bad news, that
$9,000 interest is not tax deductible.
I am, however, afraid to say that you
cannot claim any interest deductibility
for money borrowed to purchase your
private beach house, unless it is available for rent.
Then you can claim the interest in
line the percentage of time that it is
available for rent.
With a bit of thought, planning and
talking to your accountant prior to
making decisions you can avoid these
unnecessary surprises and costly mistakes.
I hope this article has provided you
with some insights into what you can
claim as business expenses and if you
are in doubt please call your accountant to confirm your situation.

BAILEY INGHAM LIMITED
045RR002-08

Extra Space from the

HOME BUSINESS EXPENSES

135RR004-07

RD3, Te Kawa, Te Awamutu
Phone 07 - 8711 803 • Fax 07 - 8711 651
Cactus 0274 930 897; Angus 027 571 3312

I

hope you all had a good new year
and I’m sure you are all well and truly
ready for some rain.
As farmers you often have assets and
or expenses that are a combination
of business and private use, with the
most common example of this being
your motor vehicle.
In this article I hope to provide you
with some insight into what assets and
or expenses are allowable as a deduction for business use and what would
be classed as private use.

The Inland Revenue Department allows a claim for a deduction against
your income of 25% of these costs. Telephone rentals and business tolls are
also allowable as a deduction.
Given your house is a place of business you can claim GST on the business portion of the above mentioned
expenses. However you can’t claim GST
on your employee’s dwelling as this is
domestic accommodation and attracts
no GST.
You also have to account for any produce for own use such as beasts that
you may put in the freezer for private
consumption.
All costs associated with the rearing
of stock (and any other goods produced
from the farm) are claimable as a deduction for tax purposes.
Accordingly any produce consumed
for your own use is required to be
added back for tax purposes to reflect
that portion of the amount previously
claimed.
This is the same as a dairy owner
taking fruit and vegetables home for
the family. Given the dairy owner has
claimed the purchase of these fruit
and vegetables as a deduction through
the business the dairy owner is also
required to add back the value of these
goods for tax purposes.

Ta k e a l o o k a t o u r r a n g e

Otorohanga

specialising in

Ranges of sizes, stud and pitch heights.
ColourSteel cladding in attractive colours and
profiles. Door tions rolla or sectional style

Two in One

IDEAL BUILDINGS WAIKATO
Ideal Garages come in genuine NZ Coloursteel™ Sectional and Roll-A-Doors
382 Avalon Drive Te Rapa Hamilton - Phone (07) 849 1600 Fax (07) 849 4950
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Garage plus room style building.
Sizes to suit. Can include ensuite

For a no obligation free interview and
personalised, highly experienced service to discuss
your accounting and farming requirements

CONTACT US ON

FREEPHONE 0800 482 928
18 Maniapoto Street, Otorohanga
Phone (07) 873 7325 • Fax (07) 873 8461

132RR018/04

The Classic &
The Thirfty

• Farming and Business Accounting
• Personal and Company Taxation
• Investment
• Budgeting and Planning
• Family Trust Management

Life on the farm with Ross Sutton

I

t is now four months since I last
wrote my column and there
has been plenty of activity in
the interim. The sheep have been
shorn; the grazing Jerseys have
gone home; all the cows calved
safely; twenty one assorted weaner calves have been bought; calves
vaccinated and drenched; and 118
large bales of silage made. Yes, life
on this small fully functional farm
has been busy and varied.
However while it is easy to wax
lyrical about the virtues of country living, it does come at a price.
There are pests aplenty and while
little children are read the Tale
of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter
in which Peter always escapes
the gardener, Mr Mac Gregor, the
reality is quite different. About
thirteen months ago, I fell in a disused rabbit hole and tore a knee
cartilage requiring surgery and
subsequent recovery. Rabbit holes
are a problem for cattle too and occasionally I ram them closed with
large hunks of wood.
Since my return from overseas
in the last week of November 2007,
I have been walking over the farm,
sometimes twice a day, shooting
rabbits. In the last six weeks of
the year, I shot 24 rabbits and 7
hares and 1 feral cat. In January
the tally was 12 rabbits and 1 hare.
The effect of any rabbit disease
if it reached Parawera was very
short lived.
When my father bought the
original property in 1931 consisting of nearly 700 acres, he used to
say he caught up to 10,000 rabbits
a year. He would say that he could
see an entire hillside moving as
rabbits ran. While one might think
this an exaggeration, I remember
seeing heaps of old gin traps under
the Macrocarpa trees as a young
boy in the 1950’s. While they are nowhere near those numbers, they
are on the comeback trail.
A cousin of mine, Bev Thorn,
recently remarked to me that rabbit shooting was ‘great fun’. While
I do indeed enjoy the activity, it is
out of necessity rather than recreation that I shoot. It occasionally
has it lighter side as when I shot at
a pile of cow dung that I thought
was a rabbit and it is very easy
to think that a dying Californian
thistle is a rabbit too. Several times
I have been mistaken.
Some rabbits have nine lives
- such as the time I raised my rifle
to shoot and thought it was only
another dead thistle much to my
chagrin. As I walked away, so too
did the rabbit!
While I have carped on about
rabbits, it is the hare problem
which actually concerns me the
most. Readers of this column will
know that over the last five years I
have been fencing my swamps and
planting the border with young
native trees. Often these will be
about 18” or 45cm tall and it is
quite distressing to see these new
plantings ravaged by hares. They
show no mercy. Recently, I have
spraying the grass around some
of these trees to find two year old
Cabbage, Titoki and Kowhai trees a
mere 8 - 10cm high. They have been

FARMERS
WE ARE YOUR RURAL SPECIALISTS

We provide cost
effective solutions for...

■

■

nibbled almost to the dirt. Some
of the larger Hoheria and Puriri
have barely survived having had
branches broken off.
So in conclusion it is no wonder
that Ross seeks his revenge with
his .22 rifle.
AFS

In my September column I mentioned that I was going to New
York to attend the AFS Gala celebrating sixty years of International High School student exchanges.
It was held on November 1 and was
a fabulous evening. There were
several presentations – one was to
Michael Scully who was an ambulance driver during WWII. Since he
was from my US state of Illinois, it
was quite special.

The highlight of the evening
was the inspirational address by
Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad,
the US Ambassador to the United
Nations. Like me, he went to the
United States as a young teenager, but from Afghanistan. After
he returned home, the Russians
invaded his country and he fled.
Eventually he wound his way back
to the US and did a PhD. To cut a
long story short, since 2000, he has
been Ambassador to Afghanistan,
Iraq and now the United Nations.
His is a wonderful personal success story and a tribute to AFS
and while I often disagree with US
foreign policy, his story represents
everything that is good about the
USA.

Contouring and land development
■ Feed pads and building sites

SILAGE BUNKERS
■ Water tight sprayed concrete
Existing pits transformed ■ Pay back 5 yrs

■

BRIDGES - ANY SIZE
Experienced in precast or custom built
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Food
& Wine Festival
Saturday March 15 2008 11am-6pm Selwyn Park

■

Farm races

■

Farm drainage

■

Drain laying

TICKETHOLDERS PRIZEDRAW
Drawn Saturday March 15

One nights superior
accommodation
Entry, dinner
and concert

RURAL CONTRACTS MANAGER
for all your rural enquiries on 871 4057,
mobile 021 371 829 or a/h 871 0363

Romantic Cruise
Tickets available from:
Te Awamutu i-SITE Centre, Gorst Avenue
GATE PRICE $15
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• A Good Red
• 3 Brothers
Band
• Lookaway
Dixieland

Phone Guy Pilkington
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Making a living will
Who’d be a farmer .... ?
In an increasingly complicated world, it’s essential
you have expert legal advice in matters such as:

164RR021/06

Real estate transactions
Dairy Company shares
Asset protection and family trusts
Wills and estate planning
Employment agreements
Property Relationship problems

15 Albert Park Drive, Te Awamutu
• Phone (07) 872 0236

• Fax (07) 871 7654

THE INTERNATIONAL AWARD-WINNING

Waste Treatment Systems
Recycle sewage, greywater, sanitary items
and food scraps into a lush garden

The waste filters
through 3 layers
and after the
second layer, it is
cleaner than a
septic output or
aerated system.
• Performance and parts guaranteed for 20 years
• Only needs 1 service per year
• Power costs less than $12 p/yr
• Natural process that needs no chemicals
• No odour guaranteed!
• Smallest tank on the market

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL SINGLETON & HANSEN TODAY
or visit www.biolytix.com

Master

Plumbers

040TC051-07
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By Mandy
Rasmussen
— an
associate
in the
Te Awamutu
firm
Edmonds
Judd.

A

long with Enduring Powers
of Attorney, a Living Will or
Advance Directive as it is
sometimes referred to, is an important means of ensuring that
an individual’s wishes are made
known and can be put into effect
beyond the point at which that
individual is able to communicate
their wishes.
Those wishes may include instructions not to prolong life and
not to employ medical techniques
that maintain existence that is
purely physical or “vegetable existence”.
It is commonly believed that Living Wills are not enforceable, but
in fact by virtue of clause 7(5) of
the Code of Health and Disability
Services Consumers Rights and s11
of the New Zealand Bill of Rights
Act 1990, such documents are legally effective. Clause 7(5) sets out:
“Every consumer may use an advance directive in accordance with
the common law”. Section 11 states:

“Everyone has the right to refuse to
undergo any medical treatment”.
However, there are a number
of factors likely to undermine
the effectiveness of a Living Will,
especially in the face of family
who do not agree with the wishes
expressed.
It will be necessary to establish
mental competence at the time
the Living Will was made. If the
individual was not competent, the
directive is not valid. A Living Will
can not be made by an attorney
even under an Enduring Power of
Attorney. Obviously, then, it is important that whoever witnesses
the making of the Living Will is able,
and preferably qualified to make an
authoritative statement regarding
the individual’s competency.
The decision to make the Living
Will needs to have been made freely, without undue influence from
any other party, and once again
the witnesses may need to confirm
that this was the case.
The individual making the
Living Will must have been sufficiently informed to make their
decision, and this includes having
an understanding of the medical
treatment available. If the Living
Will was made some time before it
is being put into effect, there may
have been medical advances that
could have affected the individual’s
decision.
If specific circumstances are
referred to in the Living Will, for
instance reference to Alzheimer’s
disease, then an issue may arise as
to whether those specific circum-

stance are applicable.
Finally there is the ethical dilemma facing the members of the
medical profession offering the
proposed medical care, and obligations imposed upon them by sections 151 and 164 of the Crimes Act.
However, recent judicial decisions
would seem to indicate a tendency
towards accepting the right of individuals to make decisions regarding medical treatment.
Where “good medical practice”
has been followed, it has been held
that there was no breach of the
Crimes Act. A distinction has been
drawn between “discontinuing the
life-support system” which does not
constitute a breach of the Crimes
Act and “hastening the death of a
living person” which possibly could
be a breach.
Acceptance and enforcement of
Living Wills is clearly a philosophical issue affected by cultural values
of a particular society. The Legislature and Judiciary do their best to
reflect these. In very many cases,
the decision will be greatly affected
by the attitude of those most
closely involved with the care of the
individual at the time. Determining
the outcome could well be made
easier if matters have been openly
discussed among family members
well before the situation arises.
Certainly it is advisable to talk
to your solicitor about completing
a Living Will and then talk to your
immediate family as well so that
they can discuss any concerns with
you and hopefully understand the
wishes expressed in the Living Will.

Bees battle varroa
From page 6.

While SMRD is not yet fully understood, it appears
to either render the mites sterile, or prevent them
from developing reproductive capability. In nature the
‘resistance’ levels only reach around 20% because the
‘resistance’ genes are constantly watered down through
interbreeding.
Using bees carefully selected from around New Zealand, Dr Goodwin’s team have been interbreeding bees
to increase the levels of SMRD within the population.
It’s a tricky business, requiring the careful artificial
insemination of queen bees in the lab, says Dr Goodwin.
“With patience we’ve been able to breed bees whose
hives render up to 80% of varroa sterile. The problem is
that the process is expensive and time-consuming. We
could never rely on artificial insemination to supply the
amount of bees needed to continuously replenish the
resistance genetics of New Zealand’s 300,000 commercial
beehives.”
Instead, Dr Goodwin’s team hope that they can establish as self-sustaining population of high-resistance bees
by keeping them isolated from non-resistant bees.
“An island was the obvious choice for this experiment
and we were lucky that Sir Michael Fay and David Richwhite offered us the opportunity to work on Great Mercury Island, which lies off the coast of the Coromandel
Peninsula.
“In fact they’ve done a lot more than just allow us access to the island. They’ve shown a real interest in the
project and provided staff, equipment, transport and
accommodation for visiting staff as well.”
Dr Goodwin’s team have now transported 50 high-resistance hives to the island, creating an instant population of 500,000 bees.
“Over the next few months those bees will breed and
the population will reach around 2.5 million. We’ll be

watching with interest to see if isolation allows these
hives and their offspring to maintain a high degree of
varroa resistance,” says Dr Goodwin.
If the experiment is successful the island, and possibly
others like it, could become vital breeding centres for
large numbers of highly resistant queens. These could
then form the basis of a continuous flow of new genetics to the mainland, helping to maintain high levels of
resistance in commercial hives.

Kellogg programme
in excellence awards

T

he New Zealand rural leadership programme
that commands as much respect in the rural
community as in the corridors of power has
kicked off again at Lincoln University and its success
has been recognised by being named a finalist in this
year’s Vero Excellence in Business Support Awards.
The Kellogg Rural Leadership Programme has been
delivered nearly every year since 1979 when it was established to address a growing need for people living
and working in rural New Zealand to have access to
leadership training. Over 500 people have completed the
programme which Academic Director Dr Patrick Aldwell
says is just as vital as ever. The class of 2008 includes environmentalists, farm owners and managers, horticulturists, a rural recruiter and a journalist - all selected on the
basis of their leadership potential.
The programme has become a benchmark and
inspiration for other rural leadership programmes.
Programmes for Young Farmers and secondary school
head boys and girls have been established by alumni and
modelled on the Lincoln University Kellogg programme.

Drought and animal
health decisions
By Greg
McNeil —
veterinarian
and branch
manager
of the
Te Awamutu
firm
VetEnt
Te Awamutu.

T

he severe drought experienced by the region is
starting to bite and will
soon erode many advantages that
were predicted with the improved
payout.

If significant rain does not
arrive soon milk production in
March / April / May will be non
existent. This could mean 15-25%
production lost for the season.
Please refer to “Tips for getting
through the summer dry period”
on the Dexcel / DairyNZ website
for an in-depth drought management plan.
From an animal health perspective there are four main
areas to consider:
PREGNANCY TESTING

Removing all or as many of your
cows that won’t be producing milk
for you next year should be your
first priority in a drought situation. The energy cost of feeding

these animals would be much
better maintaining production
or cow condition in your future
productive cows. Pregnancy testing now (even if we can’t confirm
all empty cows) will allow you to
cull or sell empties, late / old (R9yo)
cows that can’t be induced next
season and cows with multiple
reasons to cull such as late / lameness / mastitis.
CELL COUNT MANAGEMENT
TO ALLOW
ONCE A DAY MILKING

The common comment at
present is the inability to milk
cows on once a day due to high
bulk cell counts. There are two
groups of cows that will be causing a raised bulk cell count. Both
groups will need to be managed if
OAD is required.
a)
Dry off / cull (chronic / repeat problem cows) high cell count
cows.
b)
Dry off low producers.
Within your herd you will have a
group of cows producing 5L or less.
These cows tend to be uneconomic
to milk and have high cell counts
A combination of above will be
required to bring your cell count
back to a manageable level (probably somewhere around 200,000).
DRY COW THERAPY
(DCT) DECISIONS

It is looking like there will be
the need to use dry cow therapy
well before the usual April / May
period. There a couple of things to

consider.
The extended dry period
will mean most DCT won’t last
through the complete dry period
so mastitis during the dry period
may be experienced or there will
be an increased risk of mastitis
around calving as DCT will not be
still acting at calving. These reasons make it even more important
to consult your veterinarian on
DCT for your farm.
Please remember your vet clinic
is not obliged to supply you with
DCT if this consultation process
does not take place. Please book in
such consultations well in advance
as your vet will be busy pregnancy
testing and time management
will be difficult during the February / March period.
COW CONDITION
MANAGEMENT

Sequentially drying off cows in
light condition will be necessary.
Autumn and winter supplements
will be limited so to expect cows
to recover weight lost quickly, may
be wishful thinking. Production
and reproduction outputs next
season will be set by cow condition
at calving.
Many of the above recommendations involve early dry off of
cows. If the drought continues
these cows may need to be grazed
away from the milking platform
and maybe outside the district!
Start looking now.

Mono Zinc®
Zinc Sulphate Monohydrate

Stabilised zinc oxide for
concentrated drenching
and pasture treatment
to prevent facial
eczema in sheep,
cattle, deer and goats

For treatment of cattle
drinking water for facial
eczema prevention. To
prevent the spread of
ovine dematophilossis
in sheep and for control
of footrot and scald in
sheep and goats

For the prevention of
facial eczema in cattle.
For the treatment and
prevention of footrot in
sheep and goats

Prevent facial eczema and protect your
stock against the effects of fungal toxins
with Farmgaurd Zinc. Bigger weight gains in
calves and lambs and more milk production
mean real ﬁnancial beneﬁts. By avoiding
costly annual eczema and ensuring the
health of your herd with ﬁnest quality
Farmguard Zinc you’ll come out the winner
every time.
Farmguard is a registered trademark of Orica Chemnet NZ.

Award winning scanning franchise split
From page 11.

Approximately 200 cows per hour can be scanned
and this can be carried out during milking on a rotary
platform or between milkings in a herringbone cow
shed.
“We walk in with everything needed to carry out
the scanning - all the farmers have to do is provide
the power - although we do have a generator if that

is a problem. “
Information gathered during the scans is entered
into a palm pilot and all data is emailed to owners to
add to their herd records.
Mr Mossman works flexible hours and tries to accommodate all requests for scanning services.
For further details phone Mr and Mrs Mossman (ph
871 1884 or 027 224 8548).
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DAVIN & SUSANNE MUDFORD
Ph: 07 873 6695 / 0274 935 836
• All spraying work
• Topdressing
• Fertiliser application
• Seeding
• Fire lighting
• Fire fighting
• Lifting • Cartage
• Frost control
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•Helicopters equipped with DGPS •Charters and Heli trips

www.helia1.co.nz

HOME KILLS
For honest and
efficient service
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It’s a better place you own with

MAC’S MEATS

Phone Richard or Donna (07) 871 6611, (021) 279 2201
045RR024-08
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