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✔ Auto electrical repairs
✔ On site servicing
✔ Alternators - Starters

Mufflers
Brakes
Shocks
Vehicle Servicing
All Vehicle Repairs

ing
air-conditioanble
service avail
✔ Alarm installation and sales
✔ Audio installation and sales
✔ Heavy vehicle specialists
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Call out service available for emergencies

355 Rickit Road • Phone: 870 6006
• Mobile: 027 22 22 664

Gary Beckham - Franchise Owner
Cnr Bond and Ohaupo Roads, Te Awamutu
Phone: 07-871 8496 • Fax: 07-870 3316,
email: prosport@ihug.co.nz • www.pitstop.co.nz

208DB018/06

Open 8.00am to 5.00pm Mon - Fri
Saturday 9am-12pm
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2003 Honda

Welcome to Te Awamutu

Jazz

1.3 auto, 5 door,
ABS, air cond, air
bags, CD player,
fantastic seat
height, lots of room,
hugely economical
LOOK

$16,500
2000 Honda
CRV
2.0 man, 5 door,
alloys, air cond, airbags, ABS, towbar,
4WD if required,
room to burn, very
versatile
LOOK

WAIPA mayor Alan Livingston (right) gets up and persoanl with some ‘real steal’ at
a pre-2007 PPG/Classic Cover/Vero Street Rod Nationals meeting with Te Awamutu
Rod and Custom Club president Craig O’Hanlon (second from right) and club member
(and owner of ROKN56) Ray Thomson.

$10,000
2004 Honda
Accord
V6 sports, 3L, ABS,
air cond, alloys,
CD, leather, cruise
control, traction
control, fog lights,
elegant comfort yet
power to
LOOK
spare

Ingham Te Awamutu LMVD
Cnr Mahoe St + Arawata St, Te Awamutu. Ph 871 5630
• BILL TAYLOR - 021 972 449 • TREVOR HOSE - 021 298 4271 a/h 07 872 1770

095DB010-07

$30,999

A very warm welcome to Te Awamutu and Waipa
District for your 2007 Street Rod Nationals being
staged over Easter. A special welcome to those hot rodders who have travelled some distance including from
Australia.
An excellent programme has been organised by your
host Te Awamutu Rod & Custom Club which will provide great hospitality and entertainment, and touring
about the region to take in the special attractions that
we have on offer.
A special thanks to the Te Awamutu Club’s organising committee. I know they have meticulously prepared
for these nationals to ensure it is one that you will thoroughly enjoy and of which Te Awamutu can be proud.
Te Awamutu Rod & Custom Club is one of the largest and most active in New Zealand and much of that
is attributed to the efficient organisation that it has.
The events in Te Awamutu attract plenty of interest

and involve the community with visits to rest homes and
providing fundraising opportunities for local groups.
Because of its central location, Te Awamutu is convenient for many visitors. The district is rich in environmental, recreation and heritage features such as Lake
Karapiro, the visionary Maungatautari Ecological
project, and national equestrian centre at Kihikihi. For
example, there is also plenty of horsepower at Kihikihi
Domain over Easter with the staging of the Mitavite
Horse Trials. Waipa District is the “Home of Champions - Past, Present & Future” for good reason.
Many thanks for staging your national champs in Te
Awamutu, enjoy and make the most of what is on offer
here, and I wish you a most successful event.

WANT A MINT
LOOKING CAR?
YOU NEED THE C.H. ALLEN MAKEOVER.
WE ARE THE UPHOLSTERY AND MOTOR
TRIMMING EXPERTS.

CHECK IT OUT!
ISSUE #49 on sale now

CHECK OUT THESE MAKEOVERS
BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

• Scroungers’ Hot Rod
Blowout - six pages
• Sue Vowell’s stunning
flamed ’55 Chevy
• Brian King’s traditional
’37 Ford pick-up
• John & Sue Peters’
’66 Chrysler 300
...and much more!

7.00

ONLY $

To subscribe phone
(09) 263 5305 or email
admin@petrolhead.co.nz
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BEST WISHES TO ALL
ENTRANTS IN THE NZ
STREET ROD NATIONALS
From repairs to major retrims call the experts:
Ph: 07 871 6619
Fax: 07 871 6715
Address:

095DB018/07

Available at supermarkets, service
stations and all good bookstores nationwide.
Annual subscription $70.

85 Albert Park Drive,
P.O. Box 580, Te Awamutu

Rodeo boasts more power
H

olden’s Rodeo has a new 3.0-litre
VCDi powerplant, using Denso
common-rail injection and a variable geometry turbocharger, to boost both
power and torque to the diesel ute. At the
same time the new engine reduces noise level,
while also giving it much more linear throttle
response, slightly improved fuel economy
and compliance with strict Euro IV emission
standards.
Test drives of the new model are keeping
the sales team at Rosetown Holden on their
toes.
The big step forward in performance and
drive-ability for the Rodeo is accompanied
by freshened exterior styling, an upgraded
interior and raised equipment levels, plus
sharpened pricing.
They are crucial improvements Holden’s
number two selling nameplate behind the
Commodore, a product which has an 11.9%
per cent share of the second largest segment
of the Kiwi vehicle market.
Rodeo power output is up by 25% to
120kW and peak torque is up 29% to
360Nm at 1800rpm for the manual models.
New gearboxes have been built to cope
with the increased torque and the transmission can be shifted between two wheel drive
and high ratio four wheel drive at up to
100km/h.
Bigger torque numbers and a flatter torque

Dual measures needed
to update Kiwi fleet
he country needs a combination of cash incentives to buy low emissions vehicles - and
scrappage fees to quickly get health-damaging
clunkers out of the national fleet.
The New Zealand Business Council for Sustainable
Development says it agrees with the Motor Trade
Association and vehicle importers that proposed and
much-needed new controls on the emissions standards of
vehicle imports may push prices up.
However, the country needs to act to clean up the
world’s biggest vehicle fleet per head of population,
which is also growing increasingly older as pre-2002
vehicles are imported from Japan, where they no longer
meet that country’s emissions standards, the Business
Council’s Chief Executive, Peter Neilson says.
The Independent Motor Vehicles Dealers Association
reportedly estimates an $11,000 people mover van will
cost $3000 more if the Government brings in Euro 3
emissions standards next year (for petrol vehicles) and in
2009 (for diesels).
“We need the cash incentive of up to $3000 for
newly registered fuel efficient, low emission vehicles to
make a big impact on the fleet at the front end.
“We also need to consider paying owners of healthdamaging clunkers a cash incentive to buy a fuel efficient
/ lower-emission vehicle and turn in their old vehicle to
be scrapped. If the older vehicles are not scrapped they
will simply be passed on to a family member or friend
that does not yet own a car and it will keep adding
pollution and emissions to our air.”
Mr Neilson says the average age of a New Zealand
vehicle has gone up from 10.5 years to nearly 12 over
the past decade and is continuing to get worse.
One 1990s technology car is emitting 40 times more
pollutants as one built in 2005.
The Government is proposing Euro III emission
standards at the boarder.
“The case for imposing higher emissions controls
standards on new and used imports is extremely strong,”
Mr Neilson says.
“However, the Government needs a complete ‘carrots
and sticks’ package to effectively influence people’s
behaviour and deliver air quality, health and climate
change management benefits.
“We want the best safety and climate standards at
the front end, but also need to help the family with a
15 year-old smokey diesel to get rid of it and buy fuel
efficient / low emission vehicle.

T

curve lead to much more flexible
performance and increased towing
capability.
The braked towing rating is now
3000kg on all diesel 4x4 models
a 500kg increase for manual models and 1000kg for the automatic
- while all 4x2 diesel models will
now tow 2500kg.
From the outside the latest Ro-

deo is identified by its new grille
and headlamps, plus more overtly
flared wheel arches and a wide,
low-rise bonnet scoop for the
turbo diesel models. All models
for New Zealand have 16-inch
alloy wheels as standard.
Inside, Holden has redesigned
the front seats with added side
bolstering, given the Rodeo a

new steering wheel and gear
shift levers, an updated instrument cluster, new heating/
ventilation controls, new side
vents, new cloth trim and a terrific
sound system.
The Rodeo is a slightly bigger
ute than the Ranger/BT-50, and
more compact than the new Navara and Hilux.

New Holden Rodeo
HERE NOW
• Exciting NEW facelift body style
• ALL NEW diesel 4JJ1 engine
• 120kW but more importantly 360nm
of torque at 1,800 revs
• Common rail with a variable
nozzle turbo charger

Test drive today

A/hrs: Stu Tervit (07) 871 4700, 0274 827 856 • John Hare (07) 871 3794, 0274 427 856 • Allan Patterson (07) 871 3956, 0273 427 853 • Email: tmlsales@xtra.co.nz

095DB004-07

• Plus it’s very quiet

Presidential welcome

KIHIKIHI AUTO
BODY REPAIRS

e Awamutu Rod and Custom Club would like to
welcome everyone attending the 2007 PPG/
Classic Cover Insurance Street Rod Nationals and extend a warm welcome to you all to the Rose capital
of New Zealand.
Te Awamutu has a slogan from a Finn brothers penned
hit ‘One Step Ahead’, and this is what
the organisers of this event have incorporated
into this National Event, hoping
for that extra edge that will make
this 2007 event just ‘one step
ahead’ to make it memorable for
entrant, visitors and members of the
public.
The public get to feast their eyes on
hundreds of top hot rods and street
machines from around the country on
Monday from 9.30am until 2.30pm
at Selwyn Park and the Rose Gardens.
There is also the chance to view the
cars out cruising as they take in the town
of Te Awamutu competing in the Cryptic Clue
Rally.
This event has the cars cruising from 1pm until 3pm on
Friday - check the route map on page 9 to see if they are
coming past your place.
This is also an opportunity for the townfolk of Te
Awamutu to make the hundreds of visitors welcome, with

T

For quality Panel Beating and Spray Painting Repairs, call...
CRAIG & MARGARET

PHONE 871 4746
Fax: 871 4702
Havelock Street (off Leslie St), Kihikihi
095DB022-07

a wave, a smile - and of course appreciation for their
machines.
The support from the town for the event has been overwhelming, and to everyone from Waipa District Council,
Te Awamutu Visitor i-SITE Centre, Te Awamutu Courier
and the many other local businesses that have come on
board, your support has been staggering.
The financial benefit to the town
from a five day event such as this
is also staggering, and the spinoffs are that the Te Awamutu Rod
and Custom Club can put money
back into many other worthwhile
causes, such as Pirongia Rural Fire
Force, College Netball, Te Awamutu
Sports Rugby (to name a few), plus
support their chosen charity -the True
Colours Trust.
All the work to organise such an event
deserves a huge vote of thanks, so thankyou to Waipa District Council, Te Awamutu
Visitor i-SITE Centre, Te Awamutu Courier and all the members and families of
the Te Awamutu Rod and Custom Club,
nationals Run Committee and sponsors for making
it happen. It will be bloody marvellous.

Craig (Haggis) O’Hanlon

President Te Awamutu Rod and Custom Club

Welcome from NZHRA
N
MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
MODIFIED VEHICLE CERTIFICATION
4E Wickham Street (off Kahikatea Drive), Hamilton
Ph. 07 846 1623 Fax. 07 846 1622 nostalgia.motors@xtra.co.nz
285DB016-06

ew Zealand Hot Rod Association would like to congratulate Te Awamutu Rod
and Custom Club for their organisation
of the 2007 NZHRA National Hot
rod run being held in Te Awamutu
over Easter 6- 9 April 2007.
The members of this club have a
great reputation for well organised
events and the national run this year
promises to be excellent, with a range
of high quality hotrods and street machines attending with their owners from
around New Zealand. We also thank
Te Awamutu businesses who have
sponsored this event helping make a

successful event.
Hot rodding in New Zealand has
evolved into a family sport and the
planning for this weekend reflect
that, with activities aimed at involving
families. The New Zealand Hot Rod
Association will have a promotions
tent at the display day where members
of the public are welcome to come and
chat to a couple of executive members
including president Brian Ward.
If there are people who are interested in finding out more about hotrodding or may be interested in joining
a club information can be obtained at
the promotions tent.

For those interested in building or
modifying vehicles such as hotrods,
the new Hobby Car Manual will be
available for sale at the tent as well.
New Zealand Hot Rod Association
is celebrating 45 years as an incorporated society, and to help celebrate
this we invite people to attend out
2007 Boyd Coddington Wheels ,
NZHRA National Hotrod Show
being held at the Telstra Clear Pacific Centre Manukau City, 1-4 June
2007(see page 11 for details).
We welcome rodders to Te
Awamutu, and hope everyone has a
safe and happy weekend.

095DB026-07

Hot rodding as old as the automobile
or as long as man has owned and
driven the automobile, the more
adventurous amongst the ‘auto
enthusiasts’ have strived to put their
personal stamp on a car.
Right from early
last century, man
(mainly - but not
exclusively) has
tried to set their
car apart, make it
better than original, and of course,
make it faster than
original.
The aim was,
and still is, to
make the car and
extension of the
personality of the
owner, and at the
same time give
the car its own
individuality and maybe even some new
abilities.
Many early car owner in the United
States of America are credited with
being the founders of hot rodding with
precisely these desires, and aided by
the cheap and readily available numbers
of autos this new industry was pouring

F

onto the marketplace.
The car gave man previously unheard
of freedoms, and some more freedom
than ever imagined.
In and around California especially, where sunny
weather, long uncongested roads
and a number of
vast, dried up
lake beds existed
- early rodders
were able to fully
test the abilities
and performance
of their stripped
down, modified
cars.
They were easily recognisable
in the ‘barebones’
form - the removal
of weight and
unnecessary extras being the cheapest and easiest form of performance
FOURTEEN-year-old Allan Girdler at the wheel of his first hot rod - a 1931 Model A, with fenders,
modification.
Photo from ‘The All-American Hot Rod’ - available at Paper Plus.
Engine modifications were few in the running board and hood removed.
early days, maybe a milled head, a second carb and an unmuffled exhaust.
But the die was set, and hot rodding
had begun.

(Above) THE idea is still the same - the budgets have changed
somewhat.
(Right) GEORGE LUCAS’ classic ‘American Graffiti’ re-popularised the
hot rod culture. Photos from ‘The All-American Hot Rod’ - available at Paper Plus.
095DB029-07

Proud sponsor of the Te Awamutu

STREET ROD NATIONALS

5 Vestey Drive, Mt Wellington,
Auckland Phone (09) 259 1188
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02 FORD FOCUS
SE ZETEC

1.6 twin cam, 16V, auto, high
spec, Euro leather, alloys, a/c,
Alpine audio, full elecs,
stunning in black,
late model
vehicle at an
affordable
price. No dep
tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
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99 SUBARU LEGACY
B4

ED
SPE

2.0L, quadcam boxer, very rare 5
spd, leather trim, alloys, CD
stereo, climate control,
Momo SRS,
every option,
very rare!
No dep tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
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$13,990

00 HONDA ODYSSEY
Type S, 2.3 SOHC, tiptronic and
V-Tec, new shape, low mileage,
2 available, ABS, bodykit, AA
certified, full elecs, 7 seats,
colapsible rear seat,
dual /c, remote
locking, as new
throughout. No
dep tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

$15,990

91 TOYOTA COROLLA
SPRINTER - 20V
1600cc, 20 valve, silver top,
excellent cond, 144kms, a/c, p/s,
p/w, new WOF and Reg, top
quality car on a
budget, it won't
last, 1st in 1st
served. No dep
tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
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$10,990

$2,990

00 TOYOTA ALTEZZA
RS200

ED
SPE

6 spd, 2.0L, beams VVTi, 6 spd
man, very rare, good kms, new
17" alloys, factory tinted
glass, this car is in
top conditions,
awesome driver,
compare! No dep
tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

$16,990
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02 PEUGEOT 206

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

E
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U
C
A
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G
R
BA

5 dr, 1400cc, auto, airbags, ABS,
full electrics, alloy wheels, a/c,
certified 24,000kms, full
interior leather, FSH,
beautiful car,
Euro quality for
Japanese car
price! No dep
tap.

$13,990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

97 BMW 320I

RY
U
X
LU

2000cc, auto, dual SRS, dual zone
climate control, 1 owner car,
FSH, factory alloys, certified
67,000kms, full electrics,
ABS, grade 4
import, this
BMW is mint!
No dep tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

$13,990

C
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We are agents for:
- MTF • UDC • GE • MARAC • OXFORD low interest rates and affordable
finance plan to suit you!
* Subject to finance company approval - Finance
applications require drivers license and proof of
income. Same day finance approvals!

NO DEPOSIT!!

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
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5 spd, 1500cc, a/c, p/s, p/w, very
tidy vehicle, good reliable first
car or runabout, limited
edition, sports seats,
spoilers, a must see.
No dep tap.

$5,990

4X4

1.2 auto, air cond, power
windows, new alloys and
tyres, central locking,
certified 54,000kms,
top quality late
model car!
No dep tap.

$11,990

$27,990

97 NISSAN ELGRANT
V-SPEC

3.2L diesel turbo intercooler, 4 stage
auto, climate air, airbags, ABS,
8 seater, alloys, CD stereo,
alarm, full elecs, rear a/c,
AA certified, be quick
to get one of these
luxury coaches.
No dep tap.

$13,990

96 HONDA CRV TYPE L
2000cc, 16V EFI, a/c, alloy wheels,
electrics, nudge bar, full CRV
options and extras, factory
tints, FSH, 85,000kms, this
won't last long! No
dep tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

04 NISSAN MARCH
(MICRA)

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

01 MERCEDES BENZ

SPECIAL PRICE - FROM

99 DAIHATSU CHARADE
R-LIMITED

$15,990

E280 Elegance, 2800cc, V6, facelift
shape, 6xSRS, CD changer, dual
zone climate woodgrain, full
leather trim, electric blind,
multifunction wheel, full
electrics, superior
example of this
stunning model,
best available
No dep tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

AFFORDABLE
F I N A N C E PAY M E N T S

RTY
SPO

01 VOLVO S40 SPORT
1800cc, auto, 6xSRS, CD audio,
silver with cream leather, factory
alloys, ABS brakes, alarm,
climate control, spoiler,
certified 54,000kms,
popular model
for an affordable
price! No dep
tap.

$10,990

03 NISSAN CARAVAN
New shape, 3.0L, Di, 5 spd, 4x4,
high pressure direction injection,
part-time 4x4, a/c, p/w,
central lock, stereo, rear
seat available, very tidy,
good power/high
torque work horse,
compare price, rare
4x4. No dep tap.

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY

$18,990

OVER 100 QUALITY VEHICLES IN STOCK!

RMVT M100853

A/Hrs Justin 027 271 4310 • Nick 027 477 8569

www.whmotors.co.nz

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE
TAP

MAIN SOUTH ROAD • TE AWAMUTU • OPEN 7 DAYS

095DB005-07

FREEPHONE 0800 16 90 90 • PHONE 07 871 4187

Te Awamutu Club still
strong after 25 years
I

t was 25 years ago that a dedicated group of locals
decided their interest in this American of hobbies
warranted the formation of a Te Awamutu Club.
The Te Awamutu Rod and Custom Club was
formed in the home of former members Graeme and Mary
Blank. Over the years
the club has worked hard
to fundraise for clubrooms,
doing everything from tree
pruning, to house demolition,
to chopping firewood, to selling fertiliser - and five years ago
their dream was realised when
they moved into their newly purchased former Parks and Reserves
depot in Albert Park Drive.
The building, which is shared
with Te Awamutu Community Cadets, gave the well founded club its
first permanent home.
Also over the years, the club has
organised a great range of events, both
for members and for the public.
The famous Bond Road 1/8th mile
drags drew huge crowds, as did the Hamilton Driving Event and Burnout Days.
Smaller events such as static displays
for the likes of church groups and Plunket, helping with Telethons, display
days for Drag Races and the annual
Grab-A-Granny have still proved
popular.
Members are active in a number of
areas of the sport, with a good number supporting
Drag Racing, including Junior Drag racing - and most

in Kihikihi

running at national level.
Rod runs and rallies are well supported
around the country - and with one or another being hosted somewhere almost every
weekend, there is no excuse for rodders not
to be enjoying their cars and each other’s
company.
Swapmeets are another popular activity, with the buying and selling of car
parts, or just meeting other enthusiasts and association members, being
enough of a drawcard.
Members support shows all around
the country, some to try and win the
spoils of the show, others just to
enjoy the camaraderie and to see
what is happening in their sport.
Te Awamutu members are
winners at regional and national
level.
The club comes under
the wing of its governing
body, the New Zealand
Hot Rod Association,
which has over 2000
members.
The NZHRA runs the
vehicle certification System,
ensuring the builders of modified cars get all the help they
need to make a car that is safe,
roadworthy and compliant with
our Government’s rules.
Today Te Awamutu Rod and
Custom Club has 86 active members.

Muscle up with Paper Plus
P

aper Plus has launched itself into the 2007 Street Rod Nationals with a fantastic display of Hot Rod paraphernalia, models and books - and is giving away a copy of the awesome ‘Muscle - America’s Legendary Performance Cars’ to a lucky shopper.
To be in the draw just purchase a model or book off their special Hot Rod stands, and you are in with a chance.
‘Muscle - America’s Legendary Performance Cars’ chronicles the development of the American V8 culture from the
1960’s - and more especially the development of the muscle car by the big names in Detroit motoring following on from
the exploits of GM’s John Z. DeLorean and engineers Bill Collins and Russ Gee, who in 1963 bolted a 389 into a
Tempest chassis and created the prototype Pontiac GTO.

1994 Nissan Pulsar 1.5 1999 Mitsubishi Galant GLS Wagon
Automatic, power steering, air cond,
all electrics, stunning in deep blue,
great buying.

2.0 tiptronic auto, NZ new, dual air bags,
Sony CD player, air cond. A great looking
wagon in burgundy

$3995

$8995

No Deposit $66 PER WEEK

2000 Mistubishi Mirage

1997 Ford Courier 4x4

Triptonic auto, ABS brakes, air bag,
CD player, all electrics, air cond, very
tidy condition throughout.

Double cab ute, 2.5 diesel, 1 owner
from new, canopy, CD player,
tuffdeck.

$6995

No Deposit $52 PER WEEK

$11995 No Deposit $88 PER WEEK

1996 Mazda Familia Neo

1998 Holden Rodeo

5 speed, spoiler, all electrics, CD
player, air cond, a good tidy car.

Double cab ute, 2.8 diesel turbo,
tuffdeck, air conditioning.
Look at this for value

$4995

K E E P YO U R V E H I C L E
O N T H E R OA
SAF E
D!

Driveaway

No Deposit $38 PER WEEK

$10995 No Deposit $80 PER WEEK

1994 Nissan Skyline Coupe

1992 Isuzu 4x2 Rodeo Ute

Auto, alloy wheels, air cond, CD
player, big bore exhaust, spoiler, be
quick for this popular model.

5 speed, 2.5 diesel, canopy, power
steering, towbar, high kms but look
at the price....

$4995

$4995

No Deposit $38 PER WEEK

Driveaway

1999 Subaru Legacy GT Wagon

1999 Isuzu Bighorn 3.2 V6

Auto, twin turbo, ABS brakes, dual
air bags, JVC CD player. A stunning
vehicle in silver.

5 speed, dual air bags, NZ new, CD
player, tow bar, Recaro seats, very
smart in white over silver.

$9995

$10995 No Deposit $80 PER WEEK

Check in for:

Warrant of fitness
Pre-purchase inspection
Driver licensing
Vehicle registration
Certificate of fitness
Road user charges

7

Check in...drive on....
Monday to Friday
8.00am to 5.00pm

Saturday
8.00 to 12noon

No Deposit $73 PER WEEK

* All figures quoted are for a 48 month term, subject to normal lending criteria

1423 Alexandra St

Ph: 870 2217

Town & Country Motors
095DB006-07

•
•
•
•
•
•

41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi

Waikato Ltd

Ph: 07 871 8183

Fax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nz

www.townandcountrymotors.co.nz
Ph: Michael Bryant 0274 230119

095DB007/07

Kiwis back to ‘a-salt’ Bonneville
K

T.A TOP TRUCK

SUPPLIES
1985
Daihatsu V76
3 horse box - make
great pony club truck.
New C.O.F.
great buying at

$5,985
1998
Isuzu WKR200
2.8 Diesel.
Great tradesman/
contractor's truck.
Drives like a new one.

$7,220
1987
Daihatsu V58
Great little diesel.
Tipper - towbar.
Very Handy.

$4,980
1993
Daihatsu V57
only 175,000kms.
Tidy.
4 more in stock.

095DB019-07

$4,950

Ohaupo Road • Te Awamutu
Mark Irwin Ph/Fax 870 1313 Mob 0274 965 629
Greg Irwin Ph/Fax 871 4724 Mob 0274 901 357

iwi racer Bill Ward may not be
as famous as Burt Munro, but he
should be.
He has done on four wheels what Burt did
on two - raced down the Bonneville Salt Flats
at break-neck speed in a Kiwi built machine.
Ward, a self-confessed dreamer, first went
to Bonneville in 1979, and returned twice
more in 1982 and 1984. Next year he and
Team Kiwi-A-Salt is going back to for the
60th running of Bonneville to finish the job.
Te Awamutu Rod and Custom Club member Craig Houston was part of the team for
both the 80’s assaults, and recalls what a
great ‘family’ of racers it is on the salt.
He says watching ‘The World’s Fastest
Indian’ was like deja vu - the people, the
accents, even the shirts with their names on
them - all brought the memories flooding
back. He also recalls Ward and the others
who were there in ‘79 telling him how Roger
Donaldson and Ian Mune were on the salt
that year researching a film they wanted to
make about a mad Kiwi and his 1920 Indian
Scout.
Ward wanted to follow in Munro’s footsteps, but in a car, so he set about building a
complete new car to conform with the Southern California Timing Association rules.
He did this with the help of
his friend
Casey Hill
and the car
emerged from
the shed after
five months of
working in their
spare time.
Ward was fast
enough, but could never back the runs up to
claim any records.
He recently published a book ‘Three
Times In A Row’ - relating the experiences of
his Bonneville journey.
Now he and a team including Houston
are going back with a radical new car. The
drawing by Ward shows a Kiwi contender
designed to smash the XF/BRMR record.
The modified roadster has a rear mounted
blown Ford flathead. Low and long, with

KIWI-A-SALT ‘82 style - (from left)
Casey Hill (who now owns 276), Bill
Ward and Craig Houston
at Bonneville Salt
Flats.

extra downforce
from a negative venturi
belly pan, the team aims to break the
current 184mph (296kph) record by doing what Munro did - setting their sights on
200mph (320kph).
MEET THE LEGEND
Ward will be at Monday’s Show and Shine
at Selwyn Park to meet the public, talk about
the challenge ahead, and sign copies of his
book. Members of the public are invited to
assist Kiwi-A-Salt by buying merchandise or
sponsoring the team. More details on the day
or from www.kiwiasalt.blogspot.com
The Houston’s ‘cruisin’ machine for
this weekend... page 19.

We are proud to be members
of the Te Awamutu Rod
and Custom Club

We can do it all ... ...

from minor touch-ups to full rebuilds

• Panel and paint • Insurance work
PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE 2007
NZ STREET ROD NATIONALS

Go the Mustangs!

ORGANISED BY THE TE AWAMUTU ROD & CUSTOM CLUB

Specialists in new and used farm machinery
095DB024-07

Te Awamutu Car Painters Ltd
Call Glen for a FREE quote

Farmline

PHONE 871 5319 • Bond Road (next to Farmline), Te Awamutu
Open Monday - Friday and most Saturday mornings

Specialists in New & Used Farm Machinery - Full Parts & Repair Service for Farm Machinery

339 BOND ROAD • Phone 871 8040 John & Liz Machell• 027 493 6643 • A/H 871 4038

095DB009-07

Rods coming to a street Classic Cars For Sale
Private Collection
near you - probably
R
In very good condition
Reg. on hold

$4000

095DB027/07

esidents of Te
Awamutu have two
good opportunities
to get up close and personal
to some of this country’s
best street rods, but only
one when they are on the
move.
Tomorrow between 1pm
and 3pm entrants will be
taking part in a Cryptic Clue
Rally, a cruise that takes in
much of the town. And with
over 200 cars entered for
the event, that will be over
1600 burbling cylinders
that you will be able to hear
as they come near you - so
you won’t miss them.
For a close, and quieter,
look - check the display
on Monday in and around
the Rose Gardens between JOIN THE DOTS: Street Rods will be cruising these streets tomorrow
between 1pm and 3pm.
9.30am and 2.30pm.

472 Bond Road
Austin A40 Devon

1950

PLUS 35 OTHER VEHICLES
Phone: 871 8881 or 0274 744 408
067DB008/07

095DB016-07
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PH/FAX: 07 871 6066 MOB: 027 270 8554

2 Bruce Berquist Drive

A taste of what’s coming to town this Easter wee
ekend... see them all at the display on Monday

Auckland Balance Ltd
Auto Colour Matrix Ltd
BG Marketing
Blackjack Engineering
Boat Haulage Ltd
Bunce Motor Company
Cascade Autofinish
Century Batteries (NZ) Ltd
Champion Dragway
Chuck’s Restoration Supplies
Classic Cover Insurance
Cottle Motors and Auto Electrix Ltd
Coverstaff Recruitment
Crystal Panelbeaters Ltd
Custom Plates
D&V Autos
Davie Motors Holden
Deuce Farm
Diffs R Us
DTM Wheels
East Bay Rods Inc

Explode
Firestone Onehunga
Freelance Automotive
Ganley & Richardson Smash
Repairs
Giltrap North Shore (Chrysler
Jeep Dodge)
GMT New Zealand
Haines Hunter
Herb Morgan Tyres & Wheels
Hirequip Ltd
Hogfarm Custom Motorcycles
Hot Rod Publishing (NZ Hotrod
Magazine)
HPC
Ian Goodwin Upholstery
Ivan Jujnovich Panelbeaters
Jak’s Trucks Ltd
Jas Jenners Worldwide Ltd
JRI
Kruzin Kustoms

Latte Rodders
Lenco Apparel
Loadlift Equipment Ltd
Mag and Turbo Warehouse
Magoo’s Street Rods
Manukau Auto and Tyre Centre
Meguiars/ House of Kolor
Metal Bodies
Mid West Street Rods Inc
Mid West Syndicate
Mothers
MS Vehicle Certification
National Corporate Installations
North Harbour Metal Polishers
North Shore Compliance Centre Ltd
Northern Street Rods Club Inc
NZ Petrolhead/ NZ Rodder
NZHRA
Otahuhu Chrome Platers
Outlaw Performance
Performance Wheels

Pete Osborne Productions
PG Hydraulics
Power Horse Energy Drink
Pro Coat
Pukekohe Hot Rod Club Inc
Radio Hauraki
R&R Malam Cartage Contractors
Ray White Real Estate
Rayland Motel
Repco
Rocket Speed Equipment
Rodders 10 Syndicate
Rod’s by Reid
Rogan McIndoe Print
South Auckland Motors
Specialty Cars American Parts
Stitches Upholstery
Stoker Models
Street Low Customs
The Bog Irish Bar
The Racing Depot

Timberworld Ltd
Wayco Equipment Ltd
Western Compliance Centre
Whangarei Rod and Custom Club
Inc 77

Available for viewing and ordering they will also be for sale on the day at the NZHRA information tent
at the display on the Monday of Easter at the TeAwamutu Rose Gardens
Also available from . . .

New Zealand Hot Rod Association
PO Box 454 ~ Tauranga

Phone 07 575 7606

Fax 07 575 7454

Email nzhra@hotrod.org.nz

www.hotrod.org.nz

Multi-marque show back
T

Waikato Toyota

Fantastic

2007 PRE-REGISTERED

MODELS

2007 DAIHATSU Terios
1.5 ltr, automatic, 4x4
5 door, amazing saving
RETAIL $29,500
.............................

he Annual Classic
British and European Car Show returns
to Waipa Racecourse on
Sunday, April 15.
Organised
by
the
Waikato Triumph Car Club,
with assistance from Te
Awamutu Motor Vehicle
Enthusiast Group, the show
is becoming one of the major motoring attractions for
the Waikato.
As well as the displays,
the show also features an
All Makes Swapmeet,
and maintains its focus of
fundraising for the Westpac
Waikato Air Ambulance.
The show is in its 17th

year, and has fundraised
for the vital air ambulance
service every year.
Organisers welcome any
owners of classic European
or British cars, plus any

classic car clubs, to take
part in the event.
There are trophies in a
number of categories, and
on-site catering to keep the
crowds fed and happy.

Gates open at 7.30am
and the show will run until
about 2pm.
For further enquiries contact Roger (871 3048) or
Bruce (871 3542).

BRITISH and European Class Car owners gather at
Waipa Racecourse annually to raise money for the
Westpac Waikato Air Ambulance.

NOW $22,000

2007 DAIHATSU Sirion GS
1.3ltr, automatic, 5 door hatch,
full spoiler kit, alloy wheels
RETAIL $22,300
.............................

NOW $16,800

2007 TOYOTA
Corolla GL Wagon
1.8ltr, 5 speed manual. Act fast this
will not last long. Huge saving
RETAIL $32,300
.............................

NOW $23,000

CAR

Love to get your
back on the road?
TONY FABISH PANELWORKS offer full comprehensive
panelbeating, chassis alignment and windscreen repair.

2007 TOYOTA Camry GL
2.4ltr, 5 speed manual, new
generation Camry at a fantastic price
RETAIL $36,500
.............................

NOW $31,000

Years of experience coupled with state of the art equipment
ensure your vehicle is fully repaired back to factory specifications.
Autorobot Chassis Alignment System
Your local Smith & Smith Autoglass centre
Courtesy car and Tow truck

A RECOMMENDED REPAIRER FOR:

Diane McFarlane Les Murrell

Malcolm Lind

BRANCH MANAGER

VEHICLE SALES

VEHICLE SALES

29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu.
Telephone: 07 872 0017
AFTER HOURS: D McFarlane 027 565 6565,
L Murrell 021 644 843, M Lind 021 156 2184

TONY FABISH
PANELWORKS
PH 871 5069
•

FAX 871 4069

067DB004-07

095DB003-07

State Insurance, Vero, AA, SIS, AMP, Axiom, Lumley Insurance,
Farmers Mutual Group, Tower Insurance, AMI Insurance, NZI Insurance

Junkyard Dogs go to war on the drag strip

tars wherever they go, Australia’s Junkyard Dog
Racing are bound to also be crowd-pleasers when
they come to Te Awamutu for the 2007 Street
Rod Nationals. The team has been in New Zealand enjoying a number of summer events.
Queenslanders Chrissi and Johnno Colbran run A1
Nissan Wrecking in Coopers Plains, Brisbane, but have
always had a passion for hot rods, classic and American
muscle cars.
Over the years they have owned a collection of daily
drivers and show cars.
After Cruzin Magazine held their first Nostalgia Drag
meet in July 2004 it was a main topic of conversation at
all the car shows the Colbrans went to.
The couple decided it might be a bit of fun to enter
the next Nostalgia meet in February 2005. They never
dreamt they’d end up with a team of cars that draw so
much attention from drag racing fans, car enthusiasts and
the media.
They started by taking Chrissi’s drive car - a 32 Ford
tudor hot rod known as PVC32 - to a few test and tunes
where they were astounded at the amount of attention
their little hot rod received from photographers, other
drag racers and drag racing fans.
After having an absolute blast at their first nostalgia
meet and enjoying the drag racing scene so much they
decided they’d race Johnno’s pride and joy, a 32 Ford
coupe hotrod as well.
The coupe had been built as a full on show car with a
blown big block chev motor. It took quite a few months
of test and tunes, and adjustments to get it set up for drag
racing.
In the meantime the Colbrans took the tudor to the
Cruzin Nostalgia meet in Sydney in June and were again
amazed by the enthusiastic response of the crowd, and the
media towards Nostalgia Drags.
The 32 coupe’s first meet was the Cruzin event at
Mackay in July, 2005, where it ran a 9.6 in qualifying.
Mechanical problems saw it withdrawn after the first round
but even so the attention and following publicity was such
that they felt they’d won the event.
‘EVL32’ the 32 Ford coupe and her driver ‘Psycho
Steve’ have gone on to become drag racing fan favourites
running the quarter mile in mid seven seconds at 170mph
(275kph). Talk about show car to go car!
The Colbrans decided it would be fun to have three hot
rods running in three different classes, and bought a 34
Ford coupe full on drag car and the Junkyard Dog Racing
team was born.
The team has grown to include six cars, all red and
sporting the junkyard dog logo, with drivers and crew
dedicated to the team and passionate for the sport that
is Drag Racing, in particular Cruzin Magazine’s Nostalgia
Drag Racing Series.

S

Te Awamutu Rod and Custom Club
Craig O’Hanlon 871 4746 - 871 8331 a/h
Mike Melton (07) 829 8254 - (027) 247 7619

Te Awamutu Motor Vehicle
Enthusiasts Group
Bruce Shaw 871 3542

Betty Miles 870 2312

Te Awamutu Motorcycle Club
Road Riders
Lou Brown 872 0232 xt816 - 870 4463 a/h
Off-road Riders
Graham Adams 870 4450

Kihikihi Speedway Club
Roger Wells 871 3125 - (027) 284 8500

095DB008/07

Not a supercar mag, is it?
O

Towbars
~ Supplied and Fitted for Most Vehicles

Tyres
~ Very Competitive Prices

Warrant of
Fitness’s
~ Carried out while you wait

Clutches
~ Check our Prices

Brakes
~ Best Deal in Town

STUART LAW LTD
229DB023-06

30 years motor industry experience

90 Mahoe Street • Phone 871 6426
Email: slaw@clear.net.nz

095DB023-07

INDOOR & OUTDOOR
Ceramic - Slate - Granite
Terracotta - Marble
Waterproofing

By Dean Taylor
ne of the things
I didn’t want to
do in DriveBy
was be one of those pretentious writers who wrote
knowledgably about cars
that no-one in Te Awamutu
was likely to buy.
It seemed clear - avoid
supercars that no-one drives
and stick to the cars sold
and driven in our town.
There were three main
reasons: They weren’t sold
here; Few people can afford them, and; If someone
could, I’m sure they wouldn’t
lend it to me.
All that good reasoning
went straight out the window
when I was offered a drive
of a new Aston Martin V8
Vantage on St Patrick’s Day.
The conversation went
something like:
Pete: You should write
about Mark’s car in your
magazine.
Me: I couldn’t possibly
write about a car I haven’t
driven.
Mark (as he handed over
the keys); It’s parked at
Benchmark, you need the
clutch in to start it and when
you get to 3500rpm put
your foot down.
I needed no

EOIN is still smiling nearly a month on.
more convincing and took
my Irish, car crazy mate for
the ride.
My new reasoning became: Someone was letting
me drive it; Mark is an old
boy of TA who has done
well and can afford it, and;
Someone sold it to him.
So what do you get for
your money when you buy a
hand-built baby Bond car.
Firstly you get to have
everyone look at you.
Secondly you get heritage
- leather with real stitches,

a start button to make it
go and years of practice at
making quick cars go well.
Thirdly you get an engine
noise like no other.
The trick with the
3500rpm is that when it is
climbing above that to the
limiter it sounds glorious.
The 4.3litre V8 drowned
out Pink Floyd on the
impressive sound system.
From the looks I also think it
drowned out all conversation
at The Redoubt, all trucks in
the main street and possibly
all nature’s noises along
Ngaroto Road.
It was

difficult to use all six manual
gears, but I felt obliged to
because the company had
gone to the trouble of installing them.
And all the while the V8
roared, Eoin smiled and
the Aston just went exactly
where I pointed it.
I have driven quick cars
and I have driven expensive
cars - but I have never driven
anything like the Vantage.
And this is the ‘affordable’ Aston. Mark is on
the waiting list for the V12
DB9, so hopefully sometime in the future he and I
and Pete will have another
conversation.

MURRAY PETERSON
MOBILE 027 447 9003
PH A/H 871 8684 FAX 871 8684

974 BOND ROAD, RD1,
TE AWAMUTU

$11 WAS
,99
0

Check
Out
These
Great
Deals At

1996 Toyota Landcruiser
2.4 value, very rare, full leather, low kms,
ABS, twin airbags, top of the range.

$37,990

1999 Mitsubishi Custom Legnum
Tiptronic, CD player, black on black
interior, sporty, comfortable and stylish
at an affordable price

NOW $9,990

2000 Mazda SP20 2000cc
CD player, auto tiptronic, twin airbags,
low kms, in silver or red.
Three to choose from.
$14,990

1995 Isuzu Bighorn 3100cc

1997 Mitsubishi Mirage

low kms, 7 seater, a must to look at!

2003 Nissan March

1300cc, low kms, mags, driver's airbag

Dual airbags, CD player, air con, auto,
25,471 kms, real gas saver $13,490

$13,990
$2 WAS
7,9
90

TASS FINANCE
All your finance needs

$8,500
$2 WAS
6,9
90

Phone Karen
0800 827 7422

0800 868 277
Specialists in sourcing late model
Cars and Commercials

1.8 T MV, airbags, factory alloys, E/W, P/S,
turbo, R/L, ABS, CD, air con, climate control.

NOW $25,990

1994 Toyota Landcruiser 4200cc
145,000km, roof rack, running boards,
towbar, CD player, auto. The Ultimate
Workhorse.
NOW $24,990

2000 BMW 318i
Airbags, CD player, low-low kms,
good looker.
$24,990

Finance Available From No Deposit • Normal Lending Criteria Apply

392 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu
email: sales@tass.co.nz
website: www.tass.co.nz

DOUG RUSHBROOKE
Mobile: 021- 923 850

DAVID WOLLAND
Mobile: 021-623 950

ACCREDITED
DEALER

095DB002-07

Phone 871 7006

2002 Audi A6

Rat roders back to bare bones

Rosetown
Driver
Training
Steve Gane
Driving Instructor
Licence Classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
Endorsements D & F,

Story Alistair Davidson
Photos Bruce
‘The Moonman’ Swallow
at Rod. It’s a relatively new
label in hot rodding that’s
used to describe cars that
are old style, look worn out and built
using vintage parts and construction
techniques.
Rat rod is also a term that’s despised by many hot rodders, and
deservedly so. People incorrectly call
well-built, nicely finished traditional
or nostalgia style hot rods ‘rat rods’,
yet there’s nothing ratty about their
construction.
The so-called rat rod is an American creation (like hot rodding itself)
that came about in reaction to the
ever increasing number of big dollar street rods in the US, cars that
are trailered from show to show and
rarely, if ever, driven.
A new generation of hot rodders
couldn’t afford, and didn’t want,
these shiny billet-clad look-alike
street rods built from fibreglass
bodies and all-new aftermarket and
reproduction components.
Come the late 1980s they started
building old-looking hot rods n their
home garages.

R

Usually based on 1920s and 30s
roadsters, coupes and pick-ups, they
use genuine old parts and a modified
original or owner-built chassis that’s
home to a rusted-out body either in
original weathered finish (patina),
primer, or even bare steel.
The more oddball the engine the
better. Buicks, Oldsmobiles, Chrysler Hemis, Ford flatheads, inline fours

and sixes are the rat rodders’ alternative to high-tech street rods’ 350
Chev and 350 auto combos.
Crossply tires and drum brakes are
mandatory, irregardless of how much
power the car’s multi-carburetted,
blown V8 engines are producing.
The problem in the US is that the
true, extreme rat rod can be a dangerous critter, built to a look but with

SOME folk might call this a rat rod, others might label it
nostalgic or traditional, whatever tag you want to attach
to Mike ‘Rocky’ Rockliffe’s pick-up there are two things
for certain: it’s way cool, and will be legal when it hits the
street. The body will stay as-is.

Q

uality

PRICES
2003 Mazda Demio

Mob (027) 4 948 672
gwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

NZRT & LITO, LTSA Approved Assessor.
NZQA accredited
for unit
standards.

Phone: 07-871 5569
0274 125 000
Email: awayagane@xtra.co.nz

Editorial - Dean Taylor
(07) 871 5151 xt705
(027) 4819951
dean.taylor@teawamutucourier.co.nz
Advertising - Heather Andrew
(07) 871 5151 xt704
(021) 521948
Advertising - Dorinda Courtney
(07) 871 5151 xt711
(021) 902084

2004 Mazda
Axela Sport

2005 Mazda Atenza SW

Body kit, alloys,
ABS, air bags,
CD stereo,
air cond,
full electrics

Body kit, drive lights,
alloys, ABS, full
electrics, climate air,
CD stereo, remote
locking, 4,300kms

$25,995

$31,995

2001 Mazda 323 Ltd

2005 Mazda 6 GSX

Full electrics, ABS, air bags,
CD stereo, air cond,
very tidy car,
1800cc

@GREAT

GRANT WILKS

no consideration given to safety.
Traditional hot rodders frown on
the rat rod movement. They see it as
a trend, and claim that rat rodders are
trying to capture a perceived style of
1940s and ‘50s hot rods that never
really existed.
Meanwhile, the traditional ‘real
hot rod’ scene is thriving all around
the world. These are cars that use
period correct parts, are built around
a well engineered chassis in a style
that perfectly captures hot rodding’s
formative years.
The cars are driven and enjoyed,
without having to worry about stone
chips.
Yesterday’s hot rodders tended to
be individualistic and anti-establishment, their stripped-down jalopies
a way of saying “we don’t fit in to
society, and don’t want to”.
Ironically, today hot rodding is socially acceptable; instead it’s the rat
rodders who are thumbing their noses
at mainstream hot rodders because
they don’t want to conform.
Whether you see old-style hot
rods as a passing trend or a return to
rodding’s roots, there’s no doubt that
it has injected new life and excitement into the hobby.

PLUS Endorsement P.

040DB014/07

TRADITIONAL hot rodding is thriving in New Zealand. Kiwi nostalgia-style cars are well engineered because modified cars have
to go through a stringent certification process to be legally put on the road. These hot rods belong to the Scroungers, a small,
tight-knit Auckland-based hot rod club that hosts the Blowout, a car show that’s traditional both in content and format.

$13,995
2002 Mazda Atenza
Sport Hatch

Alloys, 6 air bags, CD
stereo, climate air, full
electrics, Balance of
New Car Warranty
and Free servicing

$24,995
2007 Mazda BT50
D/cab, 4x4, demo,
towbar, sport
bar, ABS, remote
locking, 6 CD stereo,
4 airbags, alloys,
running boards, mats

Climate air, 6 CD stereo,
ABS, DSC, 6 air bags, full
electrics, body kit, yellow
parking sensors, 58,000
kms

$23,995
2002 VW Golf GTi V5

$42,995

1997 Nissan Sentra

ABS, air cond, CD stereo,
air bags, full electrics,
6000kms

Alloys, 5 speed,
full electrics, dual
air bags, CD stereo,
climate air, ABS

Hatch, NZ new, air
cond, stereo, full
electrics, 5 speed,
air bags, very
tidy hatch

$16,995

$19,995

$8,995

www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

132 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. Phone 871 3079

NEIL GOODRICK
095DB001-07

Mob (027) 292 9040
lwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz
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WE FIX

GREAT
NEWS
YOU DON’T NEED TO REPAINT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stone chips
Scratches
Bumper repairs
Bumper scuffs
Buffing
Polishing
Decals removed
Mirrors
(damaged paint)

Win a 3-day pass to V8
Supercars at Pukekohe
T

•MOBILE SERVICE•
www.novika.co.nz
0800 NOVIKA
0800 6 6 8 4 5 2

313TC005/06

GUARANTEED TO ENHANCE MOST VEHICLES APPEARANCE
contact: Paul Barnett - 021 867 262 a/hrs - 07 871 4524
fax - 07 871 4504 email - paul@novika.co.nz

CRAIG MECHANICAL LTD
451/2 Alexandra Street, Te Awamutu

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

WOF
● Suspension
Tune Ups
● Brakes
Exhausts
● Clutches
● Oil Services
CNG - LPG
Electrical
All Engine Reconditioning
Cooling System Recycling & Servicing
Auto Transmission Recycling & Servicing

event attracted a
record crowd of over
103,000 fans over
the three days, and
in addition to the
400 team members
approximately 2,500
international guests
attended the event
last year.
This year will be
the final time that the
V8 Supercars will
compete at Pukekohe
Park Raceway, as
Waikato fans look
forward to street racing in Hamilton from
next year.
It is shaping up to
be the biggest event
yet, with fantastic on
and off track entertainment.
It’s the last opportunity for Ford
and Holden, Australia and New
Zealand rivalries to battle it out on
the Pukekohe racetrack.
This will be an ‘End of an Era’ and
a weekend of racing not to be missed!
To be in to win simply put your
name and daytime contact number on
the back of a standard sized envelope, address it to the ‘PlaceMakers
V8 Supercar Competition’ and make
sure it reaches our office by 5pm next
Tuesday.

145DB014/06

For all your vehicle’s requirements

e Awamutu
Courier and
CDs4nix
(formerly Tracs) give
readers the chance to
be at Pukekohe Park
Raceway on April
20 - 22 to celebrate
the end of an era for
V8 Supercars at the
track.
Up for grabs is a
double,
three-day
infield pass.
The PlaceMakers
V8 Supercars held at
Pukekohe Park Raceway has become one
of New Zealand’s
most iconic sporting
events, and the biggest annual sporting
event in New Zealand.
The 2006

PH 871 5800 or 0274 901 492

SPECIALISING IN:

• Secured Personal Loans
• Hire Purchases
• Business Loans
• Payments to suit
your budget

CAR?
HOLIDAY?
HOUSE RENOVATION?
SHOPPING SPREE?

COMPETITIVE
INTEREST
RATES!
NORMAL CREDIT CRITERIA APPLY

EVERY PERSON WHO ARRANGES FINANCE THROUGH TASS
FOR CASH GOES INTO A MONTHLY DRAW TO WIN $1000.

email: sales@tass.co.nz
418 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu

095DB020/07

Phone: 871 7006
0800 868 277 or 021 623 850

095DB015-07

Contact TASS Loan Specialist
KAREN for all your finance needs

FBR ride more popular
T
he second annual FBR (Fat
Bastards Racing) Maihihi Trail
Ride attracted over 550 riders
this year - a great effort and a great
recipe for fun.
Held on the last weekend of February, the inaugural event attracted 330
riders, so it started as, and is growing
into, a huge event.
Run over one-and-a-half days covering 15km and 27km respectively of
Chindy Station, the FBR Maihihi Trail
Ride is designed for everyone from
kids to experienced racers.
In fact this year organisers estimated

more than 120 kids took part.
Two Englishmen arrived for the
event, one nearly two days early as he
is travelling the country on an old bike
just taking part in trail riding events,
and a 63-year-old fulfilling a dream.
More than 100 riders also camped
overnight to fully immerse themselves
in the event.
FBR has attracted overseas interest
in its activities, and looks to feature
in Australian bike magazines, and
has been head-hunted as a group by
a major bike company looking for a
sponsorship deal.

JOHN FRAMP

AUTO ELECTRICAL

(1999) LTD

CONDITIONING
➣
➣
➣
➣
➣

(Above) FBR love this image
of a young rider having a
great time. If this is you - bring
your bike to Pit Stop in Te
Awamutu and FBR will present
you with a new helmet.
Image by Warrick of Action Images
- email actionimages@clear.net.nz for
ordering information.
(Left) FATHER and son team
going hard out epitomise FBR
trail riding. (Below) Idylic
campsite.
Jo Thorpe photos.

NZSA Registered Alarm Installers
Marshall Batteries
Auto Electrical/Tune Ups
Car Alarms and Stereos
Commercial and On Farm Services

121 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu
Tel 871 7019 – A/hrs (07) 871 8485

300TC039-05

All the best for a great
weekend of 'Hot Rods'

Paul Ensor

Happy to support the
Te Awamutu Rod and
Custom Club

OPEN 7 DAYS
6am - 10pm

Super Service Station
Ohaupo Road - Phone 871 5243
095DB012-07

2007
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All Insurance Companies •
Courtesy Car Available •
Computerised Chassie•
Machine (4wd specialist)
24 Hour Salvage •

PROUD SPONSORS OF
THE STREET HOT ROD
NATIONALS

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS PARTS

Local Company - Local People
Cnr Churchill & Alexandra St’s
TE AWAMUTU • 871 4285

PH 871 6780 - 1585 ALEXANDRA ST
095DB011-07

T E AWA M U T U

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

SPECIAL
ALL MAKES AND MODELS
4 CYL PETROL ENGINES*
Engine oil and filter
change, check all fluid
levels, check and
adjust brakes, clean
air filter, full lube

PH 872 0017
FOR AN
APPOINTMENT

incl

*Diesel engine price
on application

All makes and models our speciality

All makes and models our speciality

Hot rodders model citizens
H

WOF
LTSA agents
Full workshop facilities
Full parts & accessories
available

FREE COFFEE MUG
065TC044-07

with every service

29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu.
Telephone: 07 872 0017

Story and photographs
by Alistair Davidson
ot rodders are car
people, and car
people
collect
car stuff. Wander into any
rodder’s garage or toy room
and you’ll probably find
shelves lined with model
cars, be it die-cast, plastic
kits or tiny Hot Wheels.
Plastic models used to
be the norm, but with the
advent of high-quality diecast replicas of American
hot rods and classic cars,
the plastic kit industry is in
decline. Plastic kits boomed
in the late 1950s, through
the ‘60s and into the ‘70s.
Kids saved their pocket
money to buy the latest
offerings from AMT, MPC
and Revell, then patiently
glued the parts together,
brush painted the assembled
model and dreamt of the
real hot rod they’d build
one day.
Famous customisers of the
era, such as Ed ‘Big Daddy’
Roth and Gene Winfield,
were employed by the
model companies as design
consultants, and often had
their zany full-size creations
reproduced
as plastic kitsets.

Now a modified ’57 Corvette is within the reach of everyone thanks to
this die-cast model by Jada Toys. It’s in the smaller 1/24 scale, which
means it fits in well with a display of plastic kitsets.
In the last decade die- kits are a more user-friendly
There are several clubs
casts replicas have signifi- 1/24 and 1/25 scale. that cater for plastic modcantly outgrown their plastic They’re straightforward to ellers; one of the strongcounterparts in popularity.
build right out of the box, est is MPH (Miniature
Street machines, classics, but can be time consuming if Petrol Heads) which has a
hot rods or muscle cars, the you want to do a good job. themed meeting with dischoice is huge. Die-casts are
Skilled builders airbrush play tables once a month,
easy; take the model out of their models with real offers technical assistance
the box, pop it on a shelf or automotive paints and and has a website, http:
your office desk and you’re clear coats. Kits can be //groups.yahoo.com/group/
done. No paint, no glue, no customised, and parts from modelpetrolheadsnz
mess, and no skill required. different models can be
With American 1/25 and
The downside is size; combined to create a one- 1/25 plastic kits running at
the most popular scale for off custom or hot rod.
around $40 to $50, plus
American replicas is 1/18,
Aftermarket ‘resin’ parts paint and glue, a finished
and they take up a lot of and decals allow the builder plastic model can cost as
display space.
to add incredible detail and
much as a quality
Most plastic
realism.
die-cast.

MODELLER Bruce Swallow built
this Revell plastic kit ’32 Ford
standard out of the box. It is
painted in automotive silver
base coat/clear coat. Wheels
and tyres are out of another

kit, Revell/Monogram’s 3 in 1
Rat Rod model. The ’36 threewindow kit by AMT comes with
optional parts; Bruce chose to
build it using the custom parts
such as grille, fender skirts

and spotlights. Bruce’s Revell/
Monogram’s ’37 kit is built
box stock. Paint is Tamiya Lime
Green over a gold base and
clearcoated, using Tamiya model
spray cans.
095DB030-07

For all the
Enthusiasts
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Anyone who purchases a Hot Rod model or book from our
stand, enters a draw to win this fabulous book of America's
Legendary Performance Cars offer valid until 14 April 2007

Welcome to the
Automotive Maxi
Care Range suitable
for Bikes, Cars,
Trucks, Hot Rods,
Vintage Machines,
Anything that rocks,
rolls, and performs,
through to machines
that are on public
display. As one would say from toys for big or little boys, to girl
racers, and hobbyists. We have the answer if you want it looking
good. Within this range of Highly Concentrated Cosmetics, is the
ability to show of your machine with a brilliant finish.
■

MAXI SHINE - Non silicone, removes stubborn road grime,
oil spots, but absorbing onto the surface to form a protective layer

■

MAXI SHEEN - Non-oil based triple silicone protectant for
interior vinyl and leather surfaces. Has exceptional UV A,
B, C protection

■

MAXI DRI-KLEEN - Cleans, polishes, and protects without
water. Spray on and wipe off instantly removing dirt, tar,
grease oil, corrosive marks and insects

■

MAXI SILK - This is designed to provide a gleaming, longlasting shine to surfaces in reasonably good condition.
It contains waxes, and silicones to help protect vehicles
against adverse weather effects

■

MAXI SHIELD - This contains microfine abrasives that have
been specially designed to rejuvenate dull and faded surfaces, and remove light scratching
KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR THE BIG RED PRO-MA VAN
ALSO AVAILABLE TO SHOW OUR PRODUCTS IN HOUSE

Buying books anywhere else is pointless!
PRO-MA SYSTEMS INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTORS
MARKEL MARKETING - MARGY & KEL LEACH

263 ALEXANDRA STREET • TE AWAMUTU • PHONE 871 5257

T E AWA M U T U
0800 PROMA4U 0800 77 66 24

This car made for cruzin’

CONGRATULATIONS
Te Awamutu on hosting the

Street Rod Nationals
over Easter

By Dean Taylor
art of the fun of any street rod
or hot rod event is the cruising, and no-one will be doing
that better this weekend than Craig and
Rhonda Houston.
The Te Awamutu Rod and Custom
Club members have a stable of fine
cars, and a great rodding and racing
pedigree.
But for this weekend’s Street Rod
Nationals their glorious 1961 Cadillac
Coupe De Ville (our cover girl) is just
the ticket.
This beauty is designed for just one
thing - cruising.
She is powered by a 390ci V8
pumping out 240kW and runs a four
speed auto (pretty rare in the days
when two gears was the norm for an
auto).
At 5.6m long the Caddy takes up
more that her fair share of road, but

P

then such a graceful old girl deserves
that.
And she’s a rarity, being just one of
705 of the variation that had electric
everything.
The Houstons came across her in the
usual way - unusually.
They were cruising in another one of
their cars home from the Street Rod
Nationals in Wanganui and came via
Egmont Village to visit a memorabilia
museum being established at the time.
Amongst the two or three Cadillacs
was a ‘61 Coupe De Ville, and Mr
Houston commented that it was a
model he had always wanted to own.
That one wasn’t for sale, but the
owner knew one that was - in Putaruru.
A few visits and some sweet talking later and the Houstons had their
new car.
Mr Houston says the owners wanted

to make sure the old girl was going
into good hands, after all she was an
original two owner and most of the
87,000 miles had been done by a
little old lady in Nevada.
Mr Houston made the grade, and
since buying her about five years ago
all he has done is a motor, gearbox and
brake rebuild to make everything better than new, and fitted new carpets.
He says the car has power to burn,
good power brakes, power steering,
electric seats, electric windows and
even electric boot release.
Even the five cigar lighters (an indication of the era from which it came)
work well in the modern era - everyone
in the car can charge their cellphones.
And with a back seat bigger than
a couch, whichever lucky overseas
visitors joining the Houstons will be
enjoying a very pleasant and relaxing
cruise this Easter.

✗ Diggers ✗ Trucks
✗ Bobcats ✗ Transporter
✗ Hole Drilling & Postramming
✗ Fences ✗ Retaining Walls

095DB025-07

Ph Rodney 0274 926 008
or a/h 07 870 2282

Make the change every
4 years or 80,000kms

Change your TIMING BELT
BEFORE IT BREAKS!

and drastically changes your bank balance
•
•

•

An engine’s TIMING BELT is vital to its operation
A worn or broken TIMING BELT means engine
failure and in most instances it will result in costly
engine repairs not to mention the inconvenience
of a breakdown
We service all makes and models
257DB018-06

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS LTD
Phone 871 5048 Direct Line 870 1362
Monday-Friday 7.30am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-12noon
CHURCHILL STREET, TE AWAMUTU

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

MITSUBISHI

065TC030/07

Main South Road, Te Awamutu.
Ph (07) 871 3079 www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

A-Ford-Able
FORD SELECTION
2000 FORD FESTIVA
$6,990

1999 FORD LASER LXI
$8,990

2000 FORD FALCON FORTE
$12,990

FROM

FROM
FROM

FROM
FROM

$49.03

$60.62
$60.62

$83.68
$83.68

WEEKLY

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

1999 FORD FAIRLANE GHIA
$12,990

2003 FORD FOCUS
$15,990

2005 FORD FIESTA
$14,900

FROM
FROM

FROM
FROM

FROM
FROM

$83.68
$83.68

$94.13
$94.13

$99.97
$99.97

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

2003 FORD FALCON XT S/W
$16,990

2002 FORD FALCON XR6 UTE
$18,990

2005 FORD FOCUS
$21,990

FROM
FROM

FROM
FROM

FROM
FROM

$106.74
$106.74

$118.27
$118.27

$135.57
$135.57

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

2004 FORD FALCON BA FUTURA
$23,990

2003 FORD COURIER XL 4X4
$25,490

2006 FALCON BF XR6
$37,990

FROM
FROM

FROM
FROM

FROM
FROM

$147.10
$147.10

$155.70
$155.70

$221.70
$221.70

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

WEEKLY
WEEKLY

OTHER SELECTION
1997 NISSAN
PRIMERA S/W

1999 MITSUBISHI
DIAMANTE

2006 MAZDA
2 SPORT

2004 HOLDEN COMMODORE
SV6

$7,450

$10,990

$20,990

$26,990

095DB017-07

Subject to normal lending critieria. Conditions apply.

L.M.V.D.

www.fairviewmotors.co.nz

Alexandra Street, TE AWAMUTU

PH 870 2535

GRANT
PAUL
McCONNACHIE
MANIAPOTO
a/h 871 4578,
a/h 871 4954
mob 027 485 4987 mob 027 2493841

