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2001 Toyota Celica

A 
Sporty Number

A 
Sporty Number

1.8 auto, coupe, air cond, alloys, 
spoiler, air bags, ABS. 

Hard to get one this tidy.

ONLY

$17,990

Ingham Te AwamutuIngham Te Awamutu  LMVDLMVD

Town & Country MotorsTown & Country Motors
Waikato LtdWaikato Ltd41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi

Ph: 07 871 8183Ph: 07 871 8183
Fax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nzFax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nz

1995 Subaru Impreza WRX STi

067DB002-07

$9995

5 spd, intercooled turbo, 205kw, 
stunning in silver with gold 

speedline alloys, bring your
full licence and your

insurance!
Great
value!

ASTRA TRANSFORMS INTO TOPLESS BEAUTY... P3ASTRA TRANSFORMS INTO TOPLESS BEAUTY... P3



OhaupoOhaupo
MotorsMotors

Phone: 07-823 6508Phone: 07-823 6508
Main Road, OhaupoMain Road, Ohaupo

• WOF

• Servicing

• Batteries

• Tyres

• General repairs

• All makes/models

• Light Engineering

LtdLtd

Bevan & Lisa Bevan & Lisa 
DaviesDavies

067DB017/07

We can do it all  ... ...
  from minor touch-ups to full rebuilds

• Panel and paint • Insurance work• Panel and paint • Insurance work

Te Awamutu Car Painters Ltd 
Call Glen for a FREE quote

PHONE 871 5319 • Bond Road (next to Farmline), Te Awamutu
Open Monday - Friday and most Saturday mornings

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE 2007 
NZ STREET ROD NATIONALS

ORGANISED BY THE TE AWAMUTU ROD & CUSTOM CLUB

067DB018-07

1 7 7  R I C K I T  R OA D,  T E  AWA M U T U 
Ph/Fax: 871 7311, Mobile: 0274 754 338
Open Saturday 8am-midday by appointment

I N T R O D U C I N G 
Johan Janse van Rensburg

to our staff

4WD specialists:TOYOTA, 
NISSAN, FORD, MAZDA

European specialists: 
BMW, FIAT, ALFA, 
VW, PEUGEOT

Diesel Servicing 
and W.O.F

040DB007-07

Main South Road, Te Awamutu. 
Ph (07) 871 3079 www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

250TC034/06

Back to basics at Ohaupo
Anyone driving 

through Ohaupo 
cannot fail to no-

tice the BP Service Station 
no longer exists.

Ohaupo Motors owners 
Bevan and Lisa Davies say 
they thought long and hard 
about that decision - but in 
the end it was decided it 
was better to concentrate 
on their core business rather 
than take on the expense of 
an upgrade to sell fuel.

Mr Davies says there used 
to be four service stations 
between Te Awamutu and 
Hamilton (two in Ohaupo, 
one at Rukuhia and one 
near Thompson Road). Now 
there are none - a sign of the 
rising costs for independents 
that get little assistance from 
the companies.

FOCUS ON POSITIVE
Mr Davies says they have 

set their sights on the future, 
concentrating on the core 
business of servicing cars.

Ohaupo Motors is a local 
business with strong links to 
the village.

Mr Davies, a local boy, 
started his apprenticeship 
with previous owner Ken 
Buckingham. He and his 
wife bought the business in 
1995.

Their mechanic Dave 
Brennan is also a local boy 

who did his apprenticeship  
jointly with Mr Davies and 
another Ohaupo business, 
Midway Motors.

Ohaupo Motors, an 
MTA workshop, undertake 
all mechanical repairs on all 
makes and models, plus sup-
ply tyres and batteries and 
provide a light engineering 
service.

Keeping it in the fam-
ily, Mrs Davies looks after 
invoices and bookwork and 
17-year-old son Matthew 
comes in after school to write 

up the job cards.
The business has good 

support from Ohaupo and 
districts, plus a bonus is that 
many of Mr Davies clients 
enjoy driving classic cars 
- which Mr Davies enjoys 
working on.

He says it doesn’t hurt the 
business to have a couple of 
nice classics parked out the 
front of the workshop.

He says it is also the na-
ture of his business that he 
forms good relationships with 
his clients and gets to know 

their vehicles. 
And without the pumps 

and fuel, Ohaupo Motors 
has plenty of parking, an 
outdoor undercover area, 
bigger reception and a cli-
ent’s waiting room.

He also keeps workshop 
supplies and some basic 
motoring needs which can be 
retailed to clients.

When he is not working 
on cars for clients, Mr Dav-
ies works with his son Mat-
thew who races carts with the 
Hamilton Cart Club.

OHAUPO MOTORS owner Bevan Davies and mechanic Dave Brennan 
check one of their regular client’s classic Mustang.



  Get some excitment    Get some excitment    
  in your lifein your life

 All New Holden Astra 2.2 Twin TopAll New Holden Astra 2.2 Twin Top
Available Now

+ on road$49,990$49,990
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Holden’s ‘Astra’nomical TwinTop 
Pride of place in Rosetown Holden’s 

new showroom and sales offi ce is 
the stunning new Holden Astra 

TwinTop.
It is the latest addition to the growing se-

lection of cars that can offer a quick change 
between coupe and convertible body style.

The TwinTop feature has been well proven 
on other General Motors vehicles, such as 
the popular European model, the Opel 
Tigra TwinTop.

The design features an innovative remote 
controlled three-piece retractable hard top 
system that allows the roof to fold tightly, 
ensuring the rear of the car remains space 
effi cient and in perfect proportion. 

The transition from a sporty coupe to 
stylish convertible is completed in just 30 
seconds.

The Holden Astra TwinTop is aimed at a 
market that wants to enjoy the freedom of 
open air driving, the sportiness of a convert-
ible and the prestige of a true coupé.

But there is a practicality in the design 
as well.

A functional and stylish vehicle, it has 
the ability to comfortably seat up to four 
people. It boasts 205 litres of storage space 

when the roof is open and 440 litres when 
the roof is closed.

And the Astra TwinTop features four 
proper seats for four adults.

Power comes from a new 2.2 litre 
direct injection four-cylinder ECOTEC 
engine which produces 110kW of 
power and peak torque of 215Nm.

It’s the fi rst Astra to be powered by 
the new variable high-pressure direct 
fuel injection engine which enhances ef-
fi ciency compared with multi-point fuel 
injection systems.

Four-speed automatic transmission is 
standard for the Astra Twin Top.

A comprehensive safety package for 
the Holden coupe-convertible includes 
Electronic Stability Programme (ESP) 
and driver, passenger and side airbags.

Feature highlights include 17-inch al-
loy wheels, leather faced heated seats, 
a six disc in-dash CD changer and rear 
park assist.

Going topless

... and of course the MG - see page 10



OVER 120 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

MAIN SOUTH ROAD • TE AWAMUTU • OPEN 7 DAYSMAIN SOUTH ROAD • TE AWAMUTU • OPEN 7 DAYS

www.whmotors.co.nz
•  FREEPHONE 0800 16 90 90  •  PHONE 07 871 4187  •

LMVD
IMVDA 06

7D
B

01
4-

07

REMEMBER - THIS VOUCHER IS ALL YOU NEED FOR A DEPOSIT*
*Subject to finance company approval * One voucher per customer per vehicle * Does not apply to previous advertised specials, quotes or vehicles $5000 and under

Offer ends 5pm Saturday, March 31st. Voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer.

☎ A/h Nick 027 4778 569 ☎ A/h Justin 027 271 4310

✁ ✁ ✁

$1000$1000DISCOUNT 
VOUCHER
DISCOUNT 
VOUCHER

❍ TAKE $1000 OFF THE WINDOW PRICE OF ANY VEHICLE ON THE YARD!
❍ RECEIVE $1000 MORE FOR YOUR TRADE IN VEHICLE!
❍ USE THIS $1000 FOR YOUR DEPOSIT ON YOUR NEW CAR!*
❍ RECEIVE $1000 WORTH OF EXTRAS, WARRANTIES ETC WITH YOUR CAR PURCHASE!
❍ RECEIVE $1000 CASH BACK WHEN YOU BUY YOUR NEW VEHICLE!

BRING THIS 

VOUCHER WITH 

YOU AND EITHER:

BE  QUICK!

NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE TAP*NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE TAP*

Mega March Sale!Mega March Sale!
Receive
FREE!FREE!

• 12 MONTHS FREE SERVICING
• 12 MONTHS REGISTRATION ON ANY FRESH IMPORT!
•  FULL TANK OF FUEL  
•  SPECIAL FINANCE INTEREST RATE TAP
•  FREE 24 MONTH WARRANTY ON EUROPEAN VEHICLES

MONEY STILL OWING ON 
YOUR TRADE? OK!*

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER

02 NISSAN NAVARA
2.0 twin cam, 5 spd man, a/c, p/s, 

facelift shape, white, bench 
seat, factory wellside or 

optional ($1000) new 
custom flatdeck, very 

hard to find in this 
cond. No deposit tap.

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER

00 MERCEDES BENZ E200
Only 32kms from new, facelift model, 

silver with MB Tex leather, elegance 
spec, 6 SRS, ABS, alloys, 

5 spd, auto, Becker 
sound ystem, best 

available in NZ. Lovely 
car. No deposit tap.

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER

98 NISSAN PRIMERA G
2.0 (SR20), twin cam, 16V, 6 spd, hyper 

CVT, new shape, 2xSRS, ABS, 
white dials, climate a/c, full 

electrics, 80kms, crisp 
in white, immac 

order! Compare! 
No deposit tap.

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER

97-00 MITSUBISHI GRANDIS
2.4 GDi, tiptronic, 4SRS, ABS, 7 

seaters, 3 fully optioned examples 
in stock now! From 66kms, 

best selling people 
movers, immac 

examples, massive 
savings. No deposit tap.

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER

95 SUBARU GRANDWAGON
Grunty 2.5 boxer EFI 16V, 2xSRS, ABS, 

high spec wagon, sunroof, spoiler, 
alloys, woodgrain, climate air 

cond, driving lights, 
only 90kms. Don't 
pay $13,000! No 

deposit tap.

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER

97 BMW 320I SPORT
2.0 Vanos 6 cyl, 5 stage auto, multi 

SRS, ABS, alloys, premium audio, 
only 67kms by 1 owner, fully 

optioned sedan, 
lovely cond, look! 

No deposit tap.

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER

98 MITSIBISHI LEGNUM  ST-R
Wagon, 2.5 V6, tiptronic, big alloys, 
spoilers, low susp, Alpine 3 in dash 

CD, luxury trim, tinted glass, 
bright red, full elecs, 

very sporty wagon, 
stunning! No sposit 

tap.

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER

96 TOYOTA GRANVIA
3.0 diesel turbo, dual SRS, ABS, 

full 8 seater, only 90kms, all 
power options, stunning 

colour and cond, AA 
certified, CD system, best 

in town, be quick! No 
deposit TAP.

DRIVEAWAY WITH VOUCHER $10,990

99-01 NISSAN CARAVAN
3.2D, 9 in stock, SWB, LWB 

and jumbo, 5 speed manuals, 
always Waikato's best 

selection, excellent trade 
vans, free tow bar and 

rear seat this month! No 
deposit tap.

2002 MODEL

32,000KMS

LOW KMS

HIGH SPEC

9 IN STOCK
8 SEATER

STUNNING

3 IN STOCK

BIG SAVINGS

FROM

FROM

$9,990$21,990

$13,990

$13,990

$9,990$10,990

$13,990$10,990



By Dean Taylor

At fi rst glance I 
didn’t really like 
the look of the 

line-up of E series Mer-
cedes sort of ‘looking’ at 
me from Watson Haworth 
Motors yard.

But as I drove the 2001 
E280 Elegance, one of 
three or four models on the 
yard, I started to get a new 
appreciation.

It even started to look 
pretty cool. Maybe it’s 
a pack thing that makes 
the twin eyes look a bit 
menacing.

With a price reduced to 
under $28,000 the E280 
is a fair bit of German au-
tomobile.

The Singaporean import 
has the 2800cc 165kW 
V6, a smooth and torquey 
engine, matched to a fi ve 
speed auto.

It is a roomy car, with 
good sized rear seat, good 
leg and headroom front and 
back and a decent boot.

Around town the Merc 
was easy enough to ma-
noeuvre and showed good 
manners.

But it was the open road 

E for Mercedes ‘Elegance’

2 Bruce 
Berquist Drive

from early to late models at competitive prices - make us your fi rst stop!

SPECIALISING IN: 
FORD - MITSUBISHI - HOLDEN - MAZDA

 All th
e car parts you need...

 All th
e car parts you need...

PH/FAX: 07 871 6066  MOB: 027 270 8554PH/FAX: 07 871 6066  MOB: 027 270 8554

067DB001-07

Town & Country Motors
Waikato Ltd41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi

Ph: 07 871 8183
Fax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nz

Ph: Michael Bryant 0274 230119

GREAT 
DEALS inin
KihikihiKihikihi

067DB005-07

* All figures quoted are for a 48 month term, subject to normal lending criteria

1995 Audi 80 2.6E
2600 V6, auto, very smart in silver, 
alloy wheels, air cond, all electrics, 

quality European motoring.

$$59955995

www.townandcountrymotors.co.nz

1988 Honda Civic
5 speed, power steering, a/c, electric 

sunroof, stereo, electric windows, 
great value.

$45 PER WEEK

1994 Ford Telstar
2.0 V6, auto, ABS brakes, air 
cond, CD player, full electrics, 

165,000 kms, be quick.

$$29952995 DRIVE AWAY

2.5 diesel, 5 spd, power steering, 
canopy, towbar, one for the bar-
gain hunter!

1992 Isuzu 4x2 Wellside Ute

$$19951995 DRIVE AWAY DRIVE AWAY$$49954995

STUART LAW LTD

90 Mahoe Street • Phone 871 6426
Email: slaw@clear.net.nz

Towbars
  ~ Supplied and Fitted for Most Vehicles

Tyres
  ~ Very Competitive Prices

Warrant of 

Fitness’s
  ~ Carried out while you wait

Clutches
  ~ Check our Prices

Brakes
  ~ Best Deal in Town
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Check in...drive on....

 • Warrant of fitness
 • Pre-purchase inspection  
 • Driver licensing
 • Vehicle registration  
 • Certificate of fitness
 • Road user charges

Check in for:

7
1423 Alexandra St
Ph: 870 2217

KEEP YOUR VEHICLE

         SAFE ON THE ROAD!

Monday to Friday
8.00am to 5.00pm

Saturday
8.00 to 12noon

where this car felt at home.
Cruising is effortless, and 

when you need a bit of go, 
the V6 likes to respond.

A set of big wheels, 
high performance tyres 
and more years than any 
other car manufacturer to 
perfect handling all come 
to the fore.

Sitting in the cabin, with 
the great sound system pro-
viding the ambience, noth-
ing seems to be to much 
bother for the Merc.

Like any new vehicle, 
getting used to the controls 
can be an issue, but once 
mastered everything you 

need is within reach.
I had a bit of bother with 

cruise control at fi rst - even 
thinking I had broken the 
car when it failed to re-
spond to any throttle.

But I soon discovered 

the Mercedes had a feature 
which allowed you to set 
a speed limit not to be 
exceeded - although plant 

the boot to 
the fl oor and 
the function 
can be over-

ridden if necessary.
What will the Germans 

think of next?
So if you want size, ex-

perience, handling, status, 
power and room - think 
Mercedes.
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Phone 871 7006

Specialists in sourcing late model
Cars and Commercials

ACCREDITED 
DEALER

DOUG RUSHBROOKE
Mobile: 021- 923 850

   
392 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu
email: sales@tass.co.nz
website: www.tass.co.nz

Finance Available From No Deposit • Normal Lending Criteria Apply

Check 
Out 

These 
Great 

Deals At
2000 Mazda SP20 2000cc
CD player, auto tiptronic, twin airbags, 
low kms, in silver or red. 
Four in stock. $15,990

1992 Audi 80
93,000km ,electric windows, black 
interior, auto, great 2nd car. This weeks 
special, we have taken a grand off  ... 
NOW ONLY $4,990

1999 Sabb 93
2.0ltr trubo, low kms, great European 
styled motoring $13,990

1994 Toyota Landcruiser 4200cc
145,000km, roof rack, running boards, 
towbar, CD player, auto. The Ultimate 
Workhorse. NOW $23,990

1995 Isuzu Bighorn 3100cc
low kms, 7 seater, a must to look at!

$13,990

1999 Mitsubishi Custom Legnum
Tiptronic, CD player, black on black 
interior, sporty, comfortable and stylish 
at an affordable price

$13,990

1998 Volvo S40
Sunroof, CD player, airbags, 32,000km, a 
dream to drive. WOW look at our price...

DAVID WOLLAND
Mobile: 021-623 950

1998 Suburu Forester
2.0ltr turbo, climate control, CD player, 
performance plus NOW $9,990

$11,990

WAS 
$24,990

WAS 
$13,990

MUST 
GOTASS FINANCE

All your finance needs
Phone Karen
0800 827 7422

1995 Toyota Previa
People mover, 8 seater.
Out at below cost $2,3000800 868 277

Exhaust tips and towbars
It’s the nature of their 

business - Towbar, 
Muffl er and Service 

Centre owner Craig Sil-
vester and employee Tony 
Pinny spend much of their 
working day under cars.

The specialist side of the 
business means they know 
their way around the nether 
regions of most vehicles, 
but it isn’t all they do.

Mr Silvester did his 
mechanical apprenticeship 
with TASS Toyota, and has 
worked in Australia and as 
service manager for Fairview 
Ford and TML before 
opening his own business.

His off-sider Mr Pinny 
is an  exhaust and towbar 
engineering expert.

Mr Silvester says Tow-
bar, Muffl er and Service 
Centre is also a one-stop 
shop for service and repair 
of all makes and models, 
as well as WOF work and 
light engineering.

The business is the only 
towbar specialist fi rm in Te 
Awamutu and is making its 
mark.

Mr Silvester says every-
one comments on the quali-
ty of workmanship, plus the 
custom made towbars often 
work out more economical 
than the factory model, and 
fi t better.

Custom exhaust systems 
require the same high level 
of workmanship to meet 
customer expectations and 
industry standards.

As well as off-the-rack 
and do-it-yourself sys-
tems, Towbar, Muffl er and 
Service Centre build and 
fi t performance exhaust 
systems.

Mr Silvester says his fi rm 
is also qualifi ed to custom 
build other parts, such as 
engine and gearbox mounts 
for modifi ed vehicles.

He says the benefi t of 

using qualifi ed and ex-
perienced mechanics and 
engineers is that the end 
result is safer and will meet 
certifi cation specifi cations.

He believes anyone 
building a modifi ed vehi-
cle   would benefi t from 
having Towbar, Muffl er and 
Service Centre undertaking 
the installation of the en-
gine, gearbox and exhaust 
system.

A main advantage is the 
workmanship is guaranteed 
and more likely to meet 
the rigorous demands of a 

modifi cation certifi er.
Other specialist roles 

include the manufacture 
of bullbars and roof rack 
systems, mainly for com-
mercial vehicles. Designs 
can be made to suit the 
purpose of the vehicle.

Towbars and other addi-
tions to vehicles requiring a 
Certifi cate of Fitness also 
have to be to a certifi able 
standard, so it pays to have 
the work undertaken by 
people who understand the 
regulations and have expe-
rience in the industry.
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TOWBAR, Muffl er & Service Centre owner Craig Silvester (right) and light 
engineering specialist Tony Pinny at home under a vehicle.

112211  SSllooaannee  SSttrreeeett,,  TTee  AAwwaammuuttuu

TTeell  887711  77001199  ––  AA//hhrrss  ((0077))  887711  88448855

➣➣ NZSA Registered Alarm Installers
➣➣ Marshall Batteries
➣➣ Auto Electrical/Tune Ups
➣➣ Car Alarms and Stereos
➣➣ Commercial and On Farm Services

300TC039-05

AUTO ELECTRICAL
JJOOHHNN  FFRRAAMMPPJJOOHHNN  FFRRAAMMPP

AUTO ELECTRICAL (1999) LTD

CONDITIONING

• An engine’s TIMING BELT is vital to its operation
• A worn or broken TIMING BELT means engine  
 failure and in most instances it will result in costly  
 engine repairs not to mention the inconvenience  
 of a breakdown
• We service all makes and models

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS LTD

MITSUBISHI
MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

Phone 871 5048 Direct Line 870 1362
Monday-Friday 7.30am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-12noon

CHURCHILL STREET, TE AWAMUTU

Make the change every 
4 years or 80,000kms

Change your TIMINGTIMING BELTBELT 
BEFORE IT BREAKS!

and drastically changes your bank balance

257DB018-06

TASS has moved into new offices 
adjacent to the car yard and can now 
offer improved facilities and services 
for both new and existing clients.
A major development is the 
introduction of TASS for CASH. 
This new service offers personal 
loans and business loans for a 
variety of products and services.

392 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu

Phone 0800 868 277

The level of finance is more 
competitive than many of the 
traditional finance providers and loans 
can be arranged to suit individual 
business or personal requirements.
TASS loan specialist Karen Russo 
has a background in the automotive 
industry, with years of experience 
and extensive financing knowledge. 
She is happy to discuss your requirements 
(ph: 0800 868 277 or 021 623 850)

TASS for CASH's major financial 
provider MTF is offering some extra 
cash to one lucky applicant each month.
Every person who arranges finance 
through TASS for CASH goes 
into the draw - and just like Johan 
Jannses van Rensburg you could be 
the lucky person who collects $1000

KAREN RUSSO PRESENTING JOHAN 
JANNSES VAN RENSBURG WITH $1000
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Ph: 07 871 6619
Fax: 07 871 6715
Address: 
85 Albert Park Drive,
P.O. Box 580, Te Awamutu
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Tired of the look of the Tired of the look of the 
old girl?old girl?

Bring herBring her
in  for a spruce up!in  for a spruce up!

uilding fast cars way of life

TE AWAMUTU Rod and Custom Club member Craig Houston uses a 
1947 Ford Jailbar truck, running 302ci V8, C4 transmission and Jaguar 
XJ6 running gear for his daily driver. He built his fi rst ‘real’ car nearly 
40 years ago, and hasn’t stopped since - featuring regularly in hot rod 
magazines and newspapers along the way.

By Dean Taylor
aig Houston has chosen to forget the fi rst 
couple of cars he ever built. Then in the 
early 70’s he started work on a 1934 
del A 3 window - and now he remembers 
he has built since.

with a full or part interest in four cars, 
oilt for choice as to a ride for the 2007 
assic Cover/Vero Street Rod Nationals 
ld in Te Awamutu over Easter.
e of the premier events on the New Zea-
ding calendar, so it is a great honour for 
wamutu Rod and Custom Club to be host-
vent in this, its 25th anniversary year.
ouston will probably be driving his 1961 

Deville Cadillac for the nationals - a sweet 
a great cruiser. His 1947 Ford Jailbar 

on loan to a visiting rodder, and there are 
bring the Streamliner Bill Ward is building 
o the 60th anniversary of Speed Week at 
eville Salt Flats in 2008, to Easter Mon-
blic display at the Rose Gardens between 
and 2.30pm. Mr Houston is part of the 
ding to Bonneville next year - just as he 
Mr Ward in the 70’s and 80’s. 
month’s bumper DriveBy will feature the 
wi-A-Salt and some of the history of the 
ver Kiwi team to head to Bonneville after 
Munro.
ouston completed his fi rst project in the 
s and sold it in 1978 to a ‘bloke from Te 
 has since died’. That year he started work 
dy A - an award winning showcar and no 
n the 1/4 mile.

The 1928 Model A Tudor is one of the 
longest running love affairs in New Zealand 
hot rodding circles. Mr Houston and his wife 
Rhonda have owned the car nearly 30 years, 
it has had three major redesigns and is still 

D incarnation of the ‘34 3 window as pictured as New Zealand Hot 
agazine’s June 1978 Pinup.

bringing the couple plenty of joy. 
Lady A runs a 350ci Chev V8, Power-

glide and more of Houston’s favourite Jag 
suspension and diff. She does low 13’s on 
the dragstrip at over 100mph.

But back to the ‘34. A couple of years 
ago she resurfaced - having lead a rough life 
since the Houstons sold her. But the new 
South Island owners were keen on history - 
and they rebuilt it to the original design, then 
invited Mr Houston to drive it to the nation-
als again - just like he did to New Zealand’s 
fi rst ever hot rod nationals in 1972.

He found his truck in the South Island too 
- sitting by the Clyde Dam kitted out with 
a huge array of 4WD gear. Undeterred, he 
bought the truck and within two weeks the 
4WD gear was gone, and with 302, C4 and 
Jag gear it was a genuine low riding rod.



Waikato Toyota

Diane McFarlane
BRANCH MANAGER

Les Murrell
VEHICLE SALES

29 Kihikihi Road, 
Te Awamutu. 

Telephone: 872 0017
AFTER HOURS: 

D McFarlane 027 565 6565, 
L Murrell 021 644 843
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1999 TOYOTA Tercel
3 door hatch, 1300cc, 

auto, sporty, 
economical 

little car with 
alloys, a/c, 

electrics 
and low kms

........... NOW 
 $6,995

SAVE
$3000

VEHICLES VEHICLES 
MUST GOMUST GO

SAVE
$5000

SAVE
$3000

SAVE
$3000

SAVE
$4000

SAVE
$4000

1997 TOYOTA 
Hiace Van

2.8ltr diesel, 5 spd, 
great tradesman 

van, ready for work

................ NOW 
$10,995

1998 TOYOTA 
Corolla GL

1.6ltr petrol, 5 speed, 
a/c, drivers airbag, 

economical, 
NZ new saloon

........... NOW 
 $6,995

2000 DAIHATSU YRV
1300 auto, Signature Class 

Vehicle, FREE 3 YEAR 
WARRANTY AND ONE 
YEAR SERVICE PLAN, 

alloys, CD player, 
dual airbags, 
28,000kms, 

stunning

.............. NOW 
 $10,995

1997 TOYOTA 
Corona Premio
2.0ltr, auto, great mid 

size vehicle with 
good kms, 
time to go

............. NOW 
 $6,995

2000 TOYOTA 
Estima

3.0ltr, V6 auto, 8 seater 
people mover, tidy 

Signature Class vehicle, 
with only 53,000km

........... NOW 
 $22,995

   Love to get your CAR
back on the road?

TONY FABISH PANELWORKS offer full comprehensive 
panelbeating, chassis alignment and windscreen repair.

Years of experience coupled with state of the art equipment 
ensure your vehicle is fully repaired back to factory specifications.

Autorobot Chassis Alignment System
Your local Smith & Smith Autoglass centre
Courtesy car and Tow truck

A RECOMMENDED REPAIRER FOR:
State Insurance, Vero, AA, SIS, AMP, Axiom, Lumley Insurance, 

Farmers Mutual Group, Tower Insurance, AMI Insurance, NZI Insurance

T O N Y  FA B I S H 
PANELWORKS

PH 871 5069 • FAX 871 4069
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Kieran a quick Kiwi kid

THE KID: Te Awamutu Primary School student Kieran Price with his Junior Dragster he drove to 
win the New Zealand Drag Association Century Batteries Nationals at Meremere last month, and 
set a new national record. 

At an age when most Kiwi 
kids are thinking about how 
fast they can go on their 

bike or trolley, (almost) nine-year-old 
Kieran Price is setting his sights on the 
far end of a drag strip and national 
records.

Kieran ‘The Kid’ competes  in Junior 
Dragsters over 1/8 mile, and recently 
set national records for his division of 
11.6 seconds and 53mph.

It is his second year competing in 
Junior Dragster for Price Motorpsort 
Team, the team his father Malcolm 
and his twin brother Greg run out of 
Cambridge.

Kieran’s car is powered by a 125cc 
Rotax. The brothers built the chassis 
and fi breglass body and oversaw the 
rest of the build.

The car and Kieran are sponsored 
by his father ’s business, John Framp 
Auto Electrical, plus Homeplus 
waikato and Special Effects Panel 
and Paint.

It is one of three junior dragsters the 
teams runs, as well as the Top Alcohol 
Dragster driven by Malcolm.

At the February nationals Kieran 
qualifi ed 14th, then went through fi ve 
rounds unbeaten to make the fi nal.

The win saw him improve to fourth 
place in the NZDRA national points 
series for the junior class, although 
bad luck on the weekend has seen 
him slip a place to fi fth.

Over Christmas Kieran competed at 
Christchurch, Taupo and Meremere.

The family are members of the Te 
Awamutu Rod and Custom Club and 

Waikato Drag Racing Club.
Kieran moves to the intermediate 

class next season and is looking for a 
bit more power to go even faster.

His father says the bug has obvi-
ously spread within the family.

The Price twins formed the team 
in 1986 to build and race a rear 
engined dragster, but had been racing 
hot rods since 1981.

Their 1923 Ford ‘T’ ‘Wildfi re’ ran 
10.3s at 127mph at best and held 
the national Hot Rod Eliminator title.

They then built ‘Kermit’, the green 
1932 Ford Coupe that also ran 
10.3’s at 127mph and was C/Hot 
Rod Class champion.

Both have been retired in race trim 
to make the occasional road appear-
ances.



100 Benson Rd, Te Awamutu, Phone/fax 871 7321
w w w . f a t m o t o r c y c l e s . c o . n z

WAYNE SHAW
A/h 870 3598
027 527 4111

Scorpio Z Commuter

250cc
Can be ridden with a 
learners bike licence

$3,799
includes on road costs

067DB011/07

0800 CAR DUMP
0800 227 3867

FREEFREE CAR REMOVAL
Waikato & King Country

          (Conditions Apply)
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The     CAR DUMP 
COMPANY

Cash Cash 
PaidPaid

Get that car outa there

Hybrid and alternative fuel 
vehicles developed by 
teams of engineering stu-

dents at New Zealand universities 
will be racing in the New Zealand 
Rally Championship in 2008. They 
will also run as a support class in the 
WRC Propecia Rally of New Zealand 
the same year.

The Tertiary Hybrid Open Rally 
Challenge (TORC) was established 
in 2004 and now has the support of 
both AUT and Unitech, two of the 
country’s leading applied technology 
universities. Other institutions with 
engineering faculties are also being 
encouraged to join TORC.

Competition CEO Kevin Dwyer 
said the aim was to promote use of 
energy effi cient, eco friendly vehicles 
while providing an outlet and practical 
testing ground for existing and future 
research into alternative fuels and other 
energy sources.

“MotorSport New Zealand has 
supported TORC and developed 
supplementary technical regulations 
to cover the cars, which will run in 
the two wheel drive Kiwi 2 class. The 
Sustainable Business Network has also 
swung in behind the organisation.

“The engineering teams must use an 
existing two wheel drive shell but must 
design and develop hybrid electric 

power trains. In all other respects the 
cars will be conventional rally cars with 
a full range of safety equipment.

“It’s a very practical way to get 
young engineers to think about 
future alternatives and to do so in a 
competitive environment,” he said. “It 
will also help the public appreciate that 
it is still possible to enjoy motorsport 
in an eco-friendly way.”

In November a hybrid electric 
vehicle won the under 1000cc class 
in the UK 2006 Formula 1000 rally 
championships at its fi rst attempt. 
That car was developed to run on 
E85 bio-ethanol fuel and had a CVT 
transmission.

Hybrids being built to race

Time to get greener: Govt
The government is proposing 

even tougher restrictions on 
new car imports to ensure they 

comply with current international vehicle 
emission standards.

“We are proposing that imported 
new vehicles must meet the rigorous 
European and Japanese vehicle emission 
standards within two years of a standard 
being adopted in those countries,” 
says associate transport minister Judith 
Tizard.

“Previously, in our announcement 
prior to Christmas, we’d been suggesting 
a three to four year lag period. But 
Cabinet has reconsidered this.”

“This Labour-led government is 
sending a clear message that we need 
to introduce newer better technologies 
that are fuel effi cient and reduce 
vehicle emissions which contribute to air 
pollution and climate change.”

“We need to ensure that our new 
imported vehicles can run on our 
improved fuel standards which are being 
introduced at the same time.”

The proposal will be included in a 
draft Transport Ministry rule on entry 

restrictions for vehicle imports, which 
will be released for industry and public 
consultation in April this year.

The Minister says the draft Rule 
would set out a series of steadily 
increasing standards that used vehicles 
would have to meet and which may be 
ready to be implemented in 2008. 

The measure is one of several recent 
government initiatives to improve 

vehicle emissions, including tougher 
emission standards for new vehicles; 
cleaner diesel fuel; and the introduction 
of the visible smoke check as part of the 
warrant of fi tness. 

“In addition higher quality vehicles 
will also help to improve the fuel 
economy of the country’s fl eet and 
improve vehicle safety,” the Minister 
says.



MG ~ ‘mighty good’ motoring

TE AWAMUTU MG owners Alan and Tricia Wallace,  
in their 1970 MGB Roadster, lead out a convoy 
of the classic British sports cars on the MG Team 
waikato club run they organised.

Think classic British sports car and chances are an MG 
will come to mind. And what better time to take your 
top off and go for a drive than a New Zealand sum-

mer. That is exactly what 21 couples did last month on an 
MG Team Waikato run organised by local couple Alan and 
Tricia Wallace.

It was the fi rst time the couple had organised an event for 
Waikato based members of the Auckland MG Car Club.

They had hoped to make the run in their ‘new’ 1961 
MGA Roadster, but a couple of last minute jobs kept the lo-
cally sourced car off the road, so they stepped out in the ‘B’. 
The ‘A’ will be on the road for this Saturday’s club run.

The Wallaces bought their MG in November 2005 and 
have been enjoying MG Team Waikato events, plus Te 
Awamutu Motor Vehicle Enthusiast Group runs, ever since.

They can’t understand why they didn’t indulge earlier in 
their lives, and thoroughly recommend classic motoring to 
anyone who will listen.

Their run was a well received affair, with stop-overs of inter-
est, plus back roads on which to enjoy sports car motoring.

The cars gathered at the couple’s daughter ’s home near the 
airport turnoff. Amanda Wallace and fi nance Gary Millar ’s 
large front lawn was resplendent with MG’s, from the early 
MG TF, through the A, B and newer MGF.

To start the day in the right fashion, fresh strawberries and 
chocolate from the neighbouring business were on offer.

The run through some of Waipa’s best countryside brought 
the convoy to Out in the Styx for Devonshire Tea and a talk 
about the Maungatautari Ecological Island Trust project from 
café owner and trustee Lance Hodgson.

Most of the members took the opportunity to go to the 
viewing tower in the Southern Enclosure.

The wallaces then lead the team through more of Waipa 
and Otorohanga District’s backroads, coming through 
Wharepuhunga to show many ‘visitors’ where New Zealand’s 
largest prison was actually located, before heading to the 
couple’s home.

Again with a line-up of classic MG’s on the lawn, the view 
was tremendous.

Many of the men headed for Mr Wallace’s shed and his 
collection of antique and vintage farm machinery, while the 
women checked Mrs Wallace’s craft room.

While the boys fi red up a couple of vintage engines, the 
girls talked patterns and materials.

S&E Catering provided a much appreciated evening meal 
and everyone settled in to refl ect on a wonderful day of MG 
motoring.

The Wallaces were rapt with how well the event went, and 
thank Out in the Styx and Mr Hodgson for making the after-
noon visit so interesting and memorable.

Upwards of 40 couples, many with more than one MG 
each, belong to MG Team Waikato. They keep up with the 
play via their monthly MaG.

Anyone who owns an MG, or who is interested in being 
part of the club, can check the www.mgwaikato.co.nz website 
or contact the Wallaces on 870 2300 for more informa-
tion.

067DB013-07

Unbelievably, the ill-fated MG brand is back 
in Britain. MG cars will return to the Long-
bridge plant in the West Midlands this year, 

under the auspices of Nanjing Automobile Corpora-
tion (NAC). 

The Chinese carmaker purchased MG Rover Group 
assets two years ago after the company went bust and 
closed the doors at Longbridge. 

The Chinese company’s stated mission to ‘revive, 
maintain and develop MG’ will start with the manu-
facture of the MG TF roadster for retail in Britain and 
China. All right-hand drive roadsters will be partially 
assembled at Longbridge.

Editorial - Dean Taylor
(07) 871 5151 xt705

(027) 4819951
dean.taylor@teawamutucourier.co.nz
Advertising - Heather Andrew

(07) 871 5151 xt704
(021) 521948

Advertising - Dorinda Courtney
(07) 871 5151 xt711

(021) 902084

DriveBy - April 5
This bumper edition is being 

published in conjunction with
Te Awamutu Rod and Custom 

Club, hosts of the 2007 PPG/Classic 
Cover/Vero Street Rod Nationals



132 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu.  Phone 871 3079
067DB012/07

www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

$15,995

ABS, air bags, air 
cond, body kit, full 

electrics, stereo, 
20,000kms.

$13,995

2001 VW Golf

ABS, air bags, air 
cond, alloys, 

CD stereo, full 
electrics

$31,995

Body kit, drive lights, 
alloys, ABS, full 

electrics, climate air, 
CD stereo, remote 
locking, 4,300kms

$25,995

Body kit, alloys, 
ABS, air bags, 

CD stereo, 
air cond, 

full electrics

$19,990

Auto, black, 1 only, full 
electrics, ABS, CD stereo, 
air con, air bags, 3 year 

or 100,000kms 
Free Servicing, 

3 year warranty

Airbags, climate air, ABS, 
alloys, CD stereo, 

full electrics, 
balance of 

warranty & 
free servicing

$10,990

Full electrics, air bags, 
air cond, stereo, 

23,000kms

$24,995

Alloys, 6 air bags, CD 
stereo, climate air, full 

electrics, Balance of 
New Car Warranty 
and Free servicing

$23,495 $19,995

2002 VW Golf GTi V5

Alloys, 5 speed, 
full electrics, dual 

air bags, CD stereo, 
climate air, ABS

2005 Mazda 6 GSX

QQQQQQQQQQQQQ
GREAT@@

PRICESPRICES

2000 Mazda DemioNew Mazda 2 

2005 Mazda 6 GSX 2000 Mazda SP20

ualityuality

2005 Mazda Atenza SW

GRANT WILKS
Mob (027) 4 948 672
gwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

NEIL GOODRICK
Mob (027) 292 9040

lwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

2004 Mazda 
Axela Sport

PHONE 871 3079
132 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES and MODELS of CARS 
and LIGHT COMMERCIALS

Authorised LTSA WOF Inspections and repairs. Pre-purchase advice 
and inspections. Tyre replacement. Wheel balancing. Automatic 
transmission servicing. Petrol/diesel servicing. Engine tune-up’s. Brake 
repairs. Timing belts. Free quotes.
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Mazda Dealer 
of the Year 

2006 DEDICATED TO 
BETTER MOTORING

“

“

We want to service
your vehicle

FROM LEFT: Karen Swart - Office Receptionist, Matthew Tyson -   
 Workshop Assistant, Brian Page - Technician, 
 Andrew McTurk - Foreman, Lyle Nicholls - Technician,
 Graeme Gulliver - Service Manager.

Call in and see me for your vehicle needs. Honest, 
reputable advice, we stand by our work.

GRAEME GULLIVER

Mazda workshop make-over 
Staff at Wilksbrooke 

Motors are justifi -
ably proud of their 

revamped service department 
- a facility worthy of a grand 
opening.

But being a busy work-
shop, a time for the launch 
never seemed easy to 
schedule.

Service manager Graeme 
Gulliver says staff worked 
around the revamp, then 
once the refurbished work-
shop was ready - they simply 
launched into their work and 
have been busy ever since.

The workshop was opera-
tional for Fieldays 2006 and 
has been full ever since.

In fact Wilksbrooke 
Motors service department 
is currently advertising for 
another technician to keep 
up with demand. Current 
staffi ng is manager, recep-
tionist, three technicians and 
an apprentice.

Making the best use of 
available resources and land 
was a major part of the refur-
bishment.

A canopy was added to 
the building, doubling the 
under cover work area.

Four cars can be lined up 
in the workshop and another 
four behind, still with some 
weather protection and 
lighting.

The entrance and exits 
were defi ned to create a 
safer traffi c fl ow, and a better 
parking plan was created to 
get more clients cars into the 
yard. The yard is also more 
secure.

A new reception and 
client waiting area was cre-
ated, and the design of the 
workshop means the dirtier 
and more noisy tasks are car-
ried out furtherest away from 
that area.

Extra storage has been 
created with a mezzanine 
fl oor over new washroom and 
smoko room facilities.

A purpose built steam 
clean and wash bay was add-
ed to the exterior design.

Workshop colours feature 
Mazda’s corporate scheme. 
Te Awamutu was only the 
second workshop to adopt 
the scheme.

While the Mazda franchise 
understandably specialises in 
that marque, the workshop 
provides full repair and 
service for all makes and 
models.

They also stock and sup-
ply a full range of perform-
ance Uniroyal tyres.

Wilksbrooke Motors 

bike workshop will be next 
to benefi t from a revamp, 
although some improvements 
have already been completed 
in the overall scheme, includ-
ing removing the false fl oor 
to give better access and 
more space.

Four technicians service all 
makes and models of four 
and two wheel bikes and 
jet skis.

They specialise in Suzuki, 
providing the latest diagnos-
tics for that marque.

Wilksbrooke Motors pro-
vide courtesy cars for all car 
and bike clients if needed. 

CORPORATE COLOURS: Wilksbrooke Motors workshop is one of the fi rst 
in New Zealand wearing Mazda’s corporate workshop colours.



Alexandra Street, TE AWAMUTU   PH 870 2535
GRANT 

McCONNACHIE
a/h 871 4578,

mob 027 485 4987

L.M.V.D. PAUL
MANIAPOTO
a/h 871 4954

mob 027 2493841
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www.fairviewmotors.co.nz


