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Town & Country MotorsTown & Country Motors
Waikato LtdWaikato Ltd41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi

Ph: 07 871 8183Ph: 07 871 8183
Fax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nzFax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nz

1997 Honda Accord VTi
5 speed. Dual airbags, 

ABS brakes, 2.2 V Tec Engine, 
stunning in Sherwood Green 

with all electrics and air 
conditioning.

$6995 ~ or No Deposit/$52 week over 48 months

313DB004/06
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• Stone chips  
• Scratches
• Bumper repairs
• Bumper scuffs
• Buffing        
• Polishing
• Decals removed
• Mirrors 
  (damaged paint)

contact: Paul Barnett - 021 867 262  a/hrs - 07 871 4524  
fax - 07 871 4504  email - paul@novika.co.nz

•MOBILE SERVICE• 
GUARANTEED TO ENHANCE MOST VEHICLES APPEARANCE

GREAT NEWSGREAT NEWS
YOU DON’T NEED TO REPAINT

www.novika.co.nz
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Phone 871 7006
Specialists in sourcing late model

Cars and Commercials

ACCREDITED 
DEALER

DOUG RUSHBROOKE
Mobile: 021- 923 850

  KAREN RUSSO
  Mobile: 021 -623 850

DAVID WOLLAND
Mobile: 021-623 950

392 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu
email: sales@tass.co.nz
website: www.tass.co.nz

Finance Available From No Deposit • Normal Lending Criteria Apply

Check 
Out 

These 
Great 

Deals At
1999-2001 Mazda Familia SP20
3 available, auto, alloys, 
sports model

$15,990

1992 Audi 80
2.31, auto, alloys, 93k, alot of 
vehicle for

$6,990

2000 VW Polo
1400cc, dual airbags, ABS, 
faultless condition

$14,990

$10,990

1995 Chrysler Jeep Cherokee
4.0L auto, awesome tow 
wagon

1995 Honda CRV
2.01 auto, ABS, central lock, 
alloys, be quick at this price

$8,990

1989 Mitsubishi L200 D/C
5 speed, 2.61, canopy, 
towbar, very good example

$5,990

1999 Volvo 580 T6
2800cc, 6 airbags, many 
extras, luxury at its best

$18,990

2001 Honda Jazz
1500cc, dual air bags,
CD player, air con, ABS

$14,990

2001 Ford Falcon Futura 
Classic, 3984 litre, 52,000 
kms, CD player, top example

$13,990

0800 CAR DUMP
0800 227 3867

FREEFREE CAR REMOVAL
Waikato & King Country

          (Conditions Apply)
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The     CAR DUMP 
COMPANY

Cash Cash 
PaidPaid

Get that car outa there

By Dean Taylor

Te Awamutu Motors Ltd owner Stu 
Tervitt may not have known what he 
was letting himself in for when he 

agreed to let me take his new $50K plus 
Mitsubishi Triton to the Waikato 4WD 
Club’s Whatawhata track for a ‘test drive’. 
Then again nor was I when I arranged for club 
member, and 4WD instructor, Chris Griffi n 
(right) to put the Triton through it’s paces.

It was when he turned up in his V8 Range 
Rover, complete with snorkle and off-road 
scars that I realised we really were going to 
give this vehicle a ‘test’ drive.

New from the wheels up, the Mitsubishi 
Triton 4WD utility range brings a fresh look 
to the 4WD utility segment with a more 
rounded frontal theme which is consistent 
with Mitsubishi’s new generation vehicles.

There are seven models in the new range, 
comprising single and double cab bodystyles, 
GLX Workhorse and GLS Sport specifi ca-
tions and diesel or petrol power plant op-
tions. We drove the GLS double cab with 
3.2-litre diesel CDi intercooled turbo four-
cylinder delivering 120kW at 3800rpm with 
peak torque of 353Nm at 2000rpm. It was 
fi tted with a number of genuine Mitsubishi or 
approved extra, including 20” mags and low 
profi le road tyres.

Electronic engine management, combined 
with common rail injection enables this en-
gine to meet the latest Euro 4 emission stand-
ards. The 3.5-litre V6 SOHC petrol engine 
currently used in Pajero is also available in 
Triton with maximum power of 137kW at 
5000rpm and maximum torque of 314Nm 
at 3500rpm.

Five-speed manual transmissions are stand-
ard and there is a four-speed auto on the 
V6 petrol GLS Sport. The Easy Select 
4WD system allows drivers to engage high 
ratio 4WD mode at speeds up to 100km/h.
Triton’s off-road ability is enhanced by its 
rear differential lock - unique in the 4WD 
ute segment. Triton’s key rough terrain per-
formance statistics are 32.7o approach and 
28.3o departure angles and a class-leading 
11.8 metre turning circle.

Real test drive page 3.

Expert offered test drive

By Chris Griffi n

The Waikato Four Wheel 
Drive Club has been around 
now for 35 years, much of 

that time at Karakariki. Membership 
fl uctuates but we generally hover 
around the 30 families mark. The 
club has always had a family focus 
and all of our activities are aimed 
that way.

We have a wide range of members 
which means we cater for most types 
of four wheeling done here in New 
Zealand - ‘shiny’ trips for the more 
road going vehicles; bush or hard 
truck trips where the trucks tend to 
be home built specials of some kind 
or what’s left of a former road truck; 
safaris, whether just to see a bit of 
the countryside or to raise money 
for different charities; national rallies 
held over the drier months as part of 
a national competition title; club fun 
rallies and interclub competitions.

Of course different members are 
after different events and trips and 
are free to put in as much effort as 
they can to organise and partici-
pate. The club has a couple of four 
wheel drive instructors but all mem-
bers willingly help out newcomers. 
We meet on the second Thursday 
of each month (except January) at 
8pm in the Storey Ave Scout Hall, 

Hamilton.
I am the Public Relations Of-

fi cer and can be contacted on 021 
2888984 or 07 8874081 in 
the evenings (except when Top 
Gear, Monster Garage or Ameri-
can Chopper are on) or by email at 
thegriphon@xtra.co.nz

I’ve been four wheeling for about 
18 yeas and up until recently was 
a part time instructor at the Land 
Rover Experience in Rotorua. I’ve 
off-roaded in the Middle East: 
Egypt, Israel, Lebanon; Singapore; 
Australia and of course here in New 
Zealand. I’ll have a go at driving 
anything, although tanks tend to be 
my favourite (the bigger the better) 
which I did for a while in the Army. 
I spent time overseas peacekeeping 
running a training unit that covered 
everything from shooting to driving 
to learning the local language. I’m a 
Pisces who enjoys the outdoors and 
long walks on the beach,… oops 
wrong paper…

I had a go at writing for awhile 
but no one wanted to publish my 
book and so gave the club mag a 
go instead.

My personal philosophy is ‘Don’t 
lose your sense of humour ’; things 
are getting really bad when you 
can’t smile any more!



By Chris Griffi n

I should really explain that I’m a Land Rover man, however, if the 
world was about to end and the only transport available was a 
Lada I’d still drive it and still have a damn good time at it. 

At fi rst look from the front the new Triton resembled a rounded Chal-
lenger, no bad thing because I personally always liked them. As I moved 
to side and rear views though the circular theme of the wheel arches and 
the back of the cab took a lot of getting used to. I suspect that the looks 
of this truck will polarise opinion; love it or hate it.

A good look around and under it showed what Mitsubishi are well 
known for: good chassis with reasonable front and rear over hangs and 
ground clearance. A big tick was the fact that the lowest points under-
neath were the steel (not plastic!) skid pan under the front diff and the 
rear diff. 

As is almost standard these days the tow bar is removable and this 
increases the departure angle dramatically. During the drive this only 
grounded out once and that was on a nasty little creek entry and exit. 
The road tyres, while not the best choice for off road, didn’t let the truck 
down at all. Tyres are the most critical choice for any off road vehicle, 
and while these were seemingly suited to the road and sand, did a good 
job on the grass/dirt that we tested them on.

The mud fl aps behind the rear wheels were nice and fl exy and seemed 
to be well attached. Farmers and contractors will appreciate the low 
loading height of the rear deck, although the area seems a little small 
compared to some I’ve worked with in the past.

The Triton is a typical modern Japanese made double cab ute. Inde-
pendent front with coils, beam axle rear with leaf springs hold the chassis 
off the ground. The rear brakes were drums, but seemed to pull the truck 
up with no problems.

Under the bonnet was the usual modern plastic shielding the engine 

and enough room for a second battery. The air intake was at the leading 
edge of the bonnet and could suck a lung full of water if one was too 
enthusiastic, a snorkel would cure that. Everything else seemed reason-
ably well thought out.

Initially the interior was a bit of a shock, the blue accents on the di-
als and binnacle were not to my taste to start with but grew on me. All 
the HVAC controls were simple and easy to learn/use. The information 
centre was again very blue but easy to read. 

Seats were comfy and supportive and it had a real lever to put the 
truck into real four wheel drive, marvellous! No fi ddly electrickery but-
tons where you don’t have a clue as to whether the gearbox is listening 
to you, the lever slotted into each ratio fi rmly which inspires confi dence. 
Even better is the rear diffl ock button to the right of the steering wheel. 
I found out later that the dash light fl ickers until drive is gently taken up 
and then the diff lock is set.

Again, typical of double cab utes there is no view out the back to 
speak of, but the exterior mirrors are large, fully adjustable and cover all 
but the centre rear of the truck. 

Enough blah, how did it drive? The test track we used was a fairly 
typical hill country farm boundary track: a good mix of grass (dry on the 
day), dirt tracks, shallow muddy ruts, stream crossings and bush.

 Initially we just had a play with the suspension and gear ratios. As 
you would expect, suspension travel was adequate but limited with it’s 
independent front and leaf rear. Poking one wheel up on a bank showed 
that the suspension was certainly no worse than any of the other utes out 
there. During the whole drive the only time a wheel came off the ground 
was when I did it on purpose.

The fi ve speed manual and high/low transfer box were smooth and 
quiet allowing quick changes. On all but a couple of very steep descents 
the engine held the truck back nicely on a par with all properly set 
up diesel/manual combinations and this also translated to good control 
when going uphill and starting off on slopes.

What was very noticeable was the seeming lack of turbo lag. Although 
we didn’t get into any situations where all out power was needed, there 
appeared to be plenty of go as soon as the accelerator was touched with 
no sudden surge from the turbo as it kicked in. This has long been a 
down side of such engines and the Mitsi was easier to drive and quicker 
to react as a result.

One sticky moment entering a sharp little creek required a great deal 
to-ing and fro-ing to avoid taking out the rear tray, but the only parts 
of the truck to hit were the tow bar receiver and the mud fl aps. The 
mirrors helped here, adjusted as low as they could go so I could see 
where the rear tyres were heading. I’ve seen this crossing catch out a 
few vehicles so the departure angle proved to be rather good. Cresting 
hills required a look out the side on occasions to see the ground in front 
and the curvy bonnet helped out. It also seemed to help when trying 
to straddle ruts, the front wheels being quite easy to position and judge 
their placement.

The big test was climbing out of the gully up a farm track that would 
easily have been 1:1 with two nasty switchbacks in it. With the diffl ock 

engaged and covering the throttle the Triton made short work of the 
climb, not bad for a road truck. Averagely deep ruts showed another 
independent suspension shortcoming. As one tyre climbs over an ob-
stacle the opposite side doesn’t react and the fi xed diff takes a bit of 
a knock. I took it easy here and was proved right, at least Mitsubishi 
didn’t skimp here and fi tted steel guards to the diff and sump, and as 
already discovered all the rest of the drive train is nicely tucked away 
and safe within the frame.

Overall, once I got over exterior styling and perhaps the fi rst look at 
the interior, I found the Triton to be a capable truck that was easy to 
drive and comfortable to be in. It would have been nice to test it on sand 
and in the mud but the road tyres fi tted certainly precluded the mud. So 
would I swap it for my old Range Rover? Nah but at least I still had my 
hearing intact at the end of the drive…

NEW TRITON 4WD GLS SPORT $46,990*

271TC030-06

• 3.2 common rail intercooled turbo diesel producing 120kw power and 353Nm torque
• 3.5 V6 petrol  • Only 4WD ute with rear diff lock standard 
• 2,300kg braked towing capacity  • 1 tonne payload   • Driver & front passenger airbags
• Stronger chassis for better driving dynamics and safety 
• Large cabin size - comfortable for you and your mates • Class leading 11.8m turning circle
• Power rear window • 15,000kms or 6 months service intervals** 
• ‘Shift on the fl y’ 4WD up to 100km/h • *Colour coated canopy, 20” mags, tuff deck extra

We at Te Awamutu Mitsubishi are very passionate about 
this new ute and we think it is a winner against all brands

Please phone us for a 
test drive on 871 5048 or 

STU TERVIT 0274 827 856 
                       JOHN HARE 0274 427 856
        ALLAN PATTERSON 0274 427 853
                      

We would love you to have a 

either at our place or we would come 
to yours when convenient

GST 
inc.

*Plus On-Road costs

Mitsubishi Triton impresses 4WD off-roader



MAIN SOUTH ROAD • TE AWAMUTU • OPEN 7 DAYS

- TOP QUALITY AT WHOLESALE PRICES -

Trades to Clear!!Trades to Clear!!

A/Hrs Justin 027 271 4310 • Phil 027 477 8569
www.whmotors.co.nz
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SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$34 week

96 MITSIBISHI RVR
2.0 sportsgear, 5 speed, SRS 

airbag, nudge bars, great 
looker in bright red, CD 

player, full options, great 
order, look!
No dep tap.

ALL VEHICLES HAVE REGO AND NEW WOF AND ARE FULLY SERVICED UPON SALEALL VEHICLES HAVE REGO AND NEW WOF AND ARE FULLY SERVICED UPON SALE

$4990

FREEPHONE 0800 16 90 90  •  PHONE 07 871 4187

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$34 week

93 TOYOTA ESTIMA-X
2.2 turbo diesel, full 8 seater, 

dual moonroof, towbar, 
full electrics, air con, 
perfect transport for 

the whole family/
whanau these 

holidays, be 
quick! No dep 

tap.

$4990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$34 week

95 MITSIBISHI MAGNA GLX
NZ new, 2.6 engine, tow bar, 

low kms, local vehicle, excellent 
condition, central locking, 

power steer, must view 
today, be quick.

No dep tap.

$4990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$34 week

96 FORD TAURUS LX
7 seater wagon, dual SRS, ABS, 

CD stacker, alloys, 3.0V6 engine, 
alarm, climate a/c, every extra, 

cruise control, excellent 
order, best price 

in NZ!
No dep tap.

$4990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
cash only

HONDA ACCORD SEDAN
As traded, excellent order, 

automatic, new WOF & reg, 
goes very well, high spec, 
ideal first car, first in first 

served, don't delay 
with this!

No dep tap.

$1500

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$49 week

98 HONDA CIVIC LXI
Mist blue, 1.6 EFi 16V, Alpine 
audio, new shape, absolutely 
immaculate throughout, tow 

bar, air cond, great first 
car, best available, 

save $$$. No 
dep tap.

$7490

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$40 week

96 DAIHATSU CHARADE
Rare R-Limited edition, 1.5 

EFi 16V, 5 speed manual, 
SRS airbag, sports seats, 

electrics, great on fuel, 
ideal first car, sporty 

hatchback.
No dep tap.

$5990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$34 week

93 HONDA CIVIC GTI
NZ new, 1.6 DOHC 16V, 5 speed 
manual, full leather seats, alloys, 

sunroof, silver, goes very 
well, great first car, very 

sporty.
No dep tap. 

(36 month 
term).

$3990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$60 week

98 NISSAN BLUEBIRD EXE
High spec, facelift shape, only 
63kms, 1.8 twincam EFi, dual 

SRS, ABS, great looker in 
silver, Nissan reliability, 

very nice car, 
look!

No dep tap.

$8990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$60 week

98 MAZDA CAPELLA
Sedan, 1.8 DOHC 16V, 2 in stock 
from only 50kms, dual SRS, ABS, 

full electrics, high spec 
sedans, very popular 

models, low low 
kms, hurry! No 

dep tap.

$8990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$83 week

95 ISUZU BIGHORN LS
Fieldstar, high spec, 3.1 turbo 

diesel, full 7 seater, sunroof, 
alloys, spoiler, nudge bar, 

running boards, CD player, 
hard cover, spotlights, 

facelift shape, 
stunning! No 

dep tap.

$12990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
cash only

91 NISSAN TERRANO R3M
V Spec, 2.7 turbo diesel, tow 
bar, sunroof, nudge bar, goes 

excellent, registered, tax 
& new wof, black, ideal 

tow wagon this 
summer! 

Compare.

$3990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$60 week

97 NISSAN PRIMERA
2.0, CVT transmission, ABS, 

climate control, dual airbags, new 
fusion CD, 17" alloys on low 

profile tyres, full electrics, 
nice wagon, 

great price. No 
dep tap.

$8990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$60 week

98 MAZDA CAPELLA S/W
2.0 twincam, new shape, 4 x SRS, 

ABS, tinted glass, spoiler, TCS, tow 
bar, fully optioned, magic order 

throughout, be quick!
No dep tap.

$8990

SPECIAL PRICE - DRIVEAWAY
$77 week

98 NISSAN LARGO RX-G
Full luxury 7 seater, 2.4 engine, 

81kms, alloys, dual SRS, ABS, 
CD player, all electrics, as 

new inside, top of the 
range, every option, 

tinted glass, 
stunning!

No dep tap.

$11990

WEEKLY PAYMENTS BASED ON NO DEPOSIT
48 MONTH TERM SUBJECT TO FINANCE CO APPROVAL 



Town & Country MotorsTown & Country Motors
Waikato LtdWaikato Ltd41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi41 Lyon Street, Kihikihi

Ph: 07 871 8183Ph: 07 871 8183
Fax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nzFax: 07 871 8165 - Email: thbees@xtra.co.nz
Ph: Michael Bryant 0274 230119

GREAT 
DEALS inin
KihikihiKihikihi

313DB003/06

* All figures quoted are for a 48 month term, subject to normal lending criteria

1998 Toyota Tercel
1.3 auto, dual airbags, ABS 

brakes, stunning in champagne 
metallic, full electrics, drives 

very well.

1994 Ford Telstar 2.0 V6
Auto, very smart in royal blue. 

All electrics, ABS brakes, air 
conditioning, great value.

2.7 diesel turbo, auto, very smart 
in champagne over olive green. 
Full electrics, towbar, nice and tidy.

1992 Nissan Terrano 5 door

$5995  $5995

$3995

$45 PER WEEK

DRIVE AWAY

$45 PER WEEK

1998 Nissan Avenir Wagon
2.0 auto, dual airbags, ABS 
brakes, 1 NZ owner and only 
127,000ks, CD player, full 
electrics, one for the bargain 
hunter.

$4995 $38 PER WEEK
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● WOF
● Tune Ups
● Exhausts

● Suspension
● Brakes
● Clutches
● Oil Services● CNG - LPG

● Electrical
● All Engine Reconditioning
● Cooling System Recycling & Servicing
● Auto Transmission Recycling & Servicing

PH 871 5800 or 0274 901 492

CRAIG MECHANICAL LTD

For all your vehicle’s requirements

451/2 Alexandra Street, Te Awamutu

112211  SSllooaannee  SSttrreeeett,,  TTee  AAwwaammuuttuu

TTeell  887711  77001199  ––  AA//hhrrss  ((0077))  887711  88448855

➣➣ NZSA Registered Alarm Installers
➣➣ Marshall Batteries
➣➣ Auto Electrical/Tune Ups
➣➣ Car Alarms and Stereos
➣➣ Commercial and On Farm Services

300TC039-05

AUTO ELECTRICAL
JJOOHHNN  FFRRAAMMPPJJOOHHNN  FFRRAAMMPP

AUTO ELECTRICAL (1999) LTD

CONDITIONING

Ingham HondaIngham Honda
Te AwamutuTe Awamutu  LMLMVDVD

Commodore
Let Ingham Honda Te Awamutu get from yourmoremoremore

Ph 87 1 5630 09 271 4797
38b Allens Rd, East Tamaki

Now an 
Authorised Dealer

International motorsport arrives 
on our doorstep this week as the 
WRC rolls into the western slopes 

of Pirongia.
Four special stages will be run over 

two stretches of road this Friday.
Enthusiasts will require a pre-pur-

chased pass to be able to view the local 
stages, or they can purchase a $20 pass 
as they enter the designated race areas. 

Area co-ordinator Helen Brandon 
recommends spectators look out for the 
ticketing stations as they enter special 
stage areas, because people without 
passes will not be permitted entry.

Local organisations benefi t from the 
fundraising opportunity.

Mrs Brandon says half the money 
collected goes to local groups.

This year main benefi ciaries are Hau-
turu School and Oparau Club, while 
Ngutunui School, Waitomo School, 
Pirongia Rural Fire Force and Kawhia 
Emergency Services will all earn a share 

of money raised.
Mrs Brandon says there are three 

main designated spectator viewing lo-
cations, and two secondary locations, 
they recommend.

The viewing points are designed to 
provide the best views as well as a safe 
environment for spectators and race 
teams and crews.

Mrs Brandon says information about 
the viewing points is available from the 
offi cial programme, or from the www. 
website.

This year there is an experimental 
World Rally Radio FM service on 
105FM, or for updated results check 
www.rallynz.org.nz

Off road parking is also available for 
a gold coin donation, offering a safe 
place to leave cars and best access to 
the viewing points.

Some roads will be closed for safety 
reasons, mainly to keep the roads clear 
for either emergency exits or to get 

emergency crews in.
Special Stages 1 and 3 are being 

run on Te Raumoa Road and Pirongia 
West Road.

Okapata Road is closed to spectators 
and Pekanui Road is open for parking 
one side only, facing away from the 
stage route.

Special Stages 2 and 4 is on Kaiman-
go Road  and Hauturu Road. Honikiwi 
Road is closed to spectators.

Oparau Roadhouse owner Bill Rog-
ers is looking forward to the event, and 
expecting a rush of business.

His garage is an offi cial refuelling 
stop, so there will be plenty of action 
on the Kawhia Road between stages.

Mrs Brandon says there are still posi-
tions for volunteers wanting to be part 
of the World Rally action.

She would like to hear from anyone 
who is in a position to help and asks that 
they ring her or husband Murray, who is 
also a volunteer, on 871 0730.

WRC heads to Waikato

KIWI fans will be hoping for action such as this from current third placed driver Mikko Hirvonen of 
Finland and his Ford Focus RS WRC during the second leg of Rally Australia.            REUTERS/Stringer



107 Albert Park Drive, Te Awamutu
Phone/fax 871 4821. A/h 871 4321

We accept cash, cheques, eftpos, 
Farmacard and major credit cards.
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Phone to make an appointment

871 4821

Auto Air Conditioning, 
Servicing & Repairs.

Bruce Gray Auto Electrical staff
are qualified to do all your auto
electrical servicing and power tool 
repairs right here in Te Awamutu - Cars, trucks, boats,    
trailers, contracting, earth moving and forestry equipment.

More than just an auto electrical service, Bruce Gray Auto 
Electrical offer a full car care service you can trust. We also 
repair all your power tools and power garden equipment.

We are service agents for; Hella Endurant batteries, Hitachi, 
AEG, Ryobi and Metabo Power Tools, Bosch Auto Electrical 
and Bosch Fuel Injection.

On the road this Christmas?
Don't get caught out. 

Get your vehicle checked out now!
Drive safe - stay safe and ENJOY your Christmas break.

• An engine’s TIMING BELT is vital to its operation
• A worn or broken TIMING BELT means engine  
 failure and in most instances it will result in costly  
 engine repairs not to mention the inconvenience  
 of a breakdown
• We service all makes and models

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS LTD

MITSUBISHI
MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

Phone 871 5048 Direct Line 870 1362
Monday-Friday 7.30am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-12noon

CHURCHILL STREET, TE AWAMUTU

Make the change every 
4 years or 80,000kms

Change your TIMINGTIMING BELTBELT 
BEFORE IT BREAKS!

and drastically changes your bank balance

285DB009-06

1423 Alexandra Street
Monday to Friday
Saturday

Ph: 870 2217
8.00am to 5.00pm
8.00 to 12noon
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Check in...drive on....

....

• Warrant of fitness 
• Pre-purchase inspection

• Driver licensing 
• Vehicle registration
• Certificate of fitness   
• Road user charges

6
X

For an impartial Warrant of Fitness inspection.

Early Bird Special: 
Get $5 off Mon-Fri before 10am!

Not valid with any other special offer.

Beat the Xmas rush, 
Check in for: 

VTNZ concerned for your 
Staff at Te Awamutu’s 

Vehicle Testing Station 
know getting a war-

rant of fi tness isn’t everybody’s 
favourite task, but they want 
to assure the public it is their 
safety they put fi rst.

Vehicle Testing New Zealand 
Waikato area manager David 
Hitchcock says the signifi cant 
point of difference of their 
operation is that they have no 
interest in repairing a car.

“We only deliver an inspec-
tion service as an agent to ad-
minister Land Transport New 
Zealand laws,” he says.

“That means we are an unbi-
ased organisation concentrating 
on a simple, straightforward 
inspection of a vehicle with the 
safety of the public fi rmly in our 
minds.”

Mr Hitchcock says that 
should give the public peace of 

mind that the vehicle they and 
their family are in is as safe as 
possible.

He adds that VTNZ is a 
national company, but with a 
strong community focus.

Te Awamutu’s station is man-
aged by Tina Matthews.

She says they are one of the 
few that offers the full range of 
services, including inspections, 
vehicle licensing, driver licens-
ing and road user charges.

This is a handy service, mean-
ing a number of services can be 
conducted on one transaction.

They also offer a no booking 
WOF, with an added incentive 
of the ‘early bird’ weekday spe-
cial of $5 off before 10am to 
help get business up and running 
at a normally quiet time. Truck-
ies and people requiring special 
inspections should book.

Inspectors are all mechanics 

fully trained and kept up-to-
date with rules and regulations.

Mr Hitchcock says New 
Zealand rules are generally con-
ducive to the Kiwi DIY attitude, 
but it pays to check fi rst before 
undertaking any work.

He says staff are happy to 
give advice and the station has 
an extensive range of LTNZ 
Fact Sheets to make sure people 
are on the right track.

Miss Matthews says local 
staff have a good relationship 
with regular clients from the 
motoring and transport trades, 
and enjoy being able to work 
closely with the public to en-
sure they fully understand what 
is required to make their vehicle 
safe.

VTNZ Te Awamutu also 
offers other services, such as a 
pre-purchase test - like a WOF 
but much more extensive. New 

owners have the full facts abo
the vehicle, including its histo
of damage, police interest a
money owing.

Mr Hitchcock says Waika
has a high level of willing co

VEHICLE inspector Mik
the brake test machine
check on a truck while
(left) checks under a c

NEIL GOODRICK
A/h (07) 871 8916

Mob (027) 292 9040
lwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

132 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu.  Phone 871 3079
GRANT WILKS
A/h (07) 871 4448
Mob (027) 4 948 672
gwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz 313DB009/06

www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

$17,995

Air con, air bags, 
ABS, alloys, body 

kit, CD stereo, full 
electrics

$23,995

2002 Mazda Bounty 
Cab/Plus 4x4

Flat deck, 
tow bar, air con, 

CD stereo, 
very tidy

$25,995

2004 Mazda Axela 
Sport Hatch

CD stereo, ABS, 
drive lights, air bags, 

alloys, air con, 
body kit, 

full electrics

$4,995

1991 MR2
Alloys, CD 

stereo, air con, 
full electrics

$21,995

CD stereo, air con, air 
bags, ABS, full 

electrics, 5 speed, NZ 
new, balance of 

warranty & free servicing

Air con, 
full electrics, 

very tidy

$26,995

Full electrics, alloys, 6 
disc stereo, climate air, 

6 air bags, ABS, towbar, 
13,000km, NZ new, 

balance of warranty & 
free servicing

$23,995

6 air bags, climate air, 
ABS, full electrics, 

alloys, 6 disc stereo, 
balance of warranty 

& free servicing

$4,495 $19,995

2006 Mazda 2 Sport
Full body kit, alloys, 
5 speed, CD stereo, 

NZ new, drive lights, 
air con, air bags, ABS, 

full electrics, balance 
of warranty & free 

servicing

1989 Mazda 929

QQQQQQQQQQQQQ
GREAT@@

PRICESPRICES

2005 Mazda 6 GSX 
Sedan

2005 Mazda 3 GLX 
Hatch

2005 Mazda GSX 
Sedan

2003 Mazda Familia 
SP20

ualityuality

T.A. Top Truck Suppliers

1997 ISUZU NKR
4.3 diesel, tidy 

Ohaupo Road • Te Awamutu
Mark Irwin Ph/Fax 870 1313 Mob 0274 965 629
Greg Irwin Ph/Fax 871 4724 Mob 0274 901 357

FLAT DECKS FROM $3995FLAT DECKS FROM $3995

$8,650ONLY

TIPPERS FROM $6995TIPPERS FROM $6995

1996 DAIHATSU
3 ton, ex council 

$6,950

31
3D

B
01

3-
06

Recores • 
Cleanouts • 

Repairs • 
             Fuel tank repairs • 

Plastic tank • 
                 radiator service 

Modifies • 
Glass bead • 

                 blasting service 
Exchange • 

                              units

40 Car l ton St
Te Awamutu
Phone/fax 
871 5242

Te Awamutu 
Radiators

313DB022-06

TA teenager tames Targa
Some seasoned driv-

ers take years just 
to complete their 

fi rst Dunlop Targa NZ - Te 
Awamutu teenager Blair 
Thomson has fi nished his fi rst 
event in style.

Driving his Fiat Uno in 
the Post Classic Class 3 up 
against the likes of Porsche, 
BMW and RX7’s, Blair, 
and co-driver and mentor 
Ian Robertson of Hamilton, 
emerged in fi rst place, fi nish-
ing 39th overall.

More importantly the 
young driver was placed 
third overall on indexed per-
formance - an indication of 
driving skill and ability rather 
than car and budget.

The result has gained the 
young driver some welcome 
attention in the motorsport 
world, and Blair is hoping 
that will lead to some offers.

It also made his team of 
sponsors - Traffi c Manage-
ment NZ, Watson Haworth 

FLYING FIAT: Blair’s Fiat Uno isn’t actually designed for this 
sort of action - and did sustain some minor damage... but it 
was fun.                                           Courtesy Groundsky Photography.

Motors, Insight Driving 
Technologies and OMP 
Racing - a happy bunch.

Blair ’s Fiat was easily the 
smallest car in his class, but 
emerged from the week long 
event relatively unscathed 
thanks to good preparation.

The car was prepared by 
Blair ’s father Maurice, who 
built and installed a new mo-
tor for the event. Support 
came from the Waikato Fiat 
Club which provided valu-
able back-up and support 
both before and during the 
event.

Blair said his Dad did a 
great job and the only things 
that went wrong was bending 
a shock doing jumps - some-
thing the little car isn’t de-
signed for, but which proved 
a bit much fun for the young 
driver, and having to give the brakes a bit of 
attention on the non-competitive shakedown 
day.

However, returning the car to the fi nish line 
in one piece is part of the success story of 

any race.
Blair says having to concentrate for a week 

of racing was a good lesson. The longest 
stage was 43km, which took the pair about 
20 minutes to cover.

The courses are basically unknown, and the 
co-driver only assists with the main hazards, 
so reading the road and conditions is part of 
the driver ’s job.

Blair says the trick is to clear the mind so 
nothing but the road matters.

The Targa is also an opportunity for young 
and old, novice and experienced racers to get 
together.

Blair says the camaraderie is great - it is 
old-school style motorsport.

His immediate plans are to race build a Fiat 
Punto - a bigger, more powerful car than his 
Uno, with more modern technology.

He says with no immediate race plans, 
he has time to complete this project, help a 
number of other race teams and event organ-
isers as a volunteer and look for other oppor-
tunities, hopefully in a one-make series where 
his driving skills can show through.

FIAT driver Blair Thomson with medal and 
silverware won on his fi rst go at Targa NZ.

safety
out 
ory 
and 

ato 
om-

pliance for vehicle testing, 
meaning our fl eet is generally in 
good order.

Their aim is to always improve 
the service to keep everyone as 
safe as possible on the roads.

ke Dandy (above) uses one of 
es for a Certifi cate of Fitness 
e colleague Barry Goodburn  

client’s van.



The art of folding steel
Japan is famous around the world for 

the art of folding paper and now design-
ers of the all new Mazda MX-5 Coupe 
have mastered the art of folding metal.

The new MX-5 Coupe with power 
retractable hard top delivers packaging 
ingenuity. Not only does it take just 12 
seconds from open to close - the fastest 
hard-top roof mechanism on the market, 
but it retracts into such a compact space 
that, with the top down, the boot vol-
ume remains at 150litres - the same as 
for the soft top model. This makes it the 
only car of its type to maintain the same 
boot space as its soft-top cousin.

The retractable hard top was devel-
oped in-house by Mazda with the help 
of Webasto Japan and consists of three 
moving sections and the rear deck cover, 
which is also a moving element. A total 
of four roof motors - two on each side 
of the vehicle - facilitate the electro-
hydraulic metamorphosis of the car from 
coupe to open-top roadster and back 
again.

The roof open-close mechanism of the 
MX-5 Coupe achieves another world 
fi rst in that it stows the roof into a space 
behind the seats, unlike other electric 
Retractable Hard Top systems which use 

boot space for roof storage. Not only is 
luggage capacity not compromised, but 
the speed and ease with which the roof 
can be opened and closed regardless of 
the amount of luggage in the boot are 
a great benefi t when there are sudden 
changes in weather.

Mazda’s goals for the MX-5 Coupe 
were not limited to simply stowing the 
roof within cabin space; they extended 
to incorporating a Retractable Hard Top 
system in a manner that would neither 
compromise the MX-5’s distinctive 
roadster styling nor involve a signifi cant 
weight increase. 

The new MX-5 Coupe retains the 
same silhouette and overall proportions 
as its soft-top cousin, with only subtle 
changes necessary at the back where the 
Power Retractable Hard Top is stowed.

To ensure the higher rear end didn’t 
diminish the MX-5 Coupe’s low, sports 
car road stance the designers employed 
more prominently contoured wheel arch-
es for visual balance. The overall impres-
sion is one of power, with the MX-5 
Coupe seeming to crouch on the road.

The Mazda MX-5 Coupe is available 
now in 6-speed manual or 6 speed ac-
tivematic transmission.

Main South Road,  Te Awamutu. 
Ph (07) 871 3079 

313DB014/06

STUART LAW LTD

90 Mahoe Street • Phone 871 6426
Email: slaw@clear.net.nz

Towbars
  ~ Supplied and Fitted for Most Vehicles

Tyres
  ~ Very Competitive Prices

Warrant of 

Fitness’s
  ~ Carried out while you wait

Clutches
  ~ Check our Prices

Brakes
  ~ Best Deal in Town
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29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. 
T e l e p h o n e :  0 7  8 7 2  0 0 1 7 

• WOF   • LTSA agents• WOF   • LTSA agents

• Ful l  workshop faci l i t ies• Ful l  workshop faci l i t ies

• Ful l  parts and accessories avai lable• Ful l  parts and accessories avai lable

ALL MAKES and MODELS ALL MAKES and MODELS 

OUR SPECIALITYOUR SPECIALITY

 

FREE COFFEE MUGFREE COFFEE MUG 
W i t h  E v e r y  S e r v i c e

ALL MAKES AND MODELS ALL MAKES AND MODELS 
4 CYL PETROL ENGINES*4 CYL PETROL ENGINES*

LUBE, OIL & FILTER 
S P E C I A LS P E C I A L

Engine oil and filter Engine oil and filter 
change, check all fluid change, check all fluid 

levels, check and levels, check and 
adjust brakes, clean adjust brakes, clean 
air filter, full lubeair filter, full lube incl

PHONE 07 872 0017 FOR AN APPOINTMENTPHONE 07 872 0017 FOR AN APPOINTMENT
*Diesel engine price on application*Diesel engine price on application

313DB021/06



Vaughan Glidden 
A/H 07 889 4986 

Mob (021) 720 122

Shane Blackwell  
A/H 07 870 2474  

Mob (021) 740 890

     Peter Bryant 
  Mob (021) 466 327 462 Ohaupo Road, Te Awamutu.  

Peter Glidden Honda

Ph 871 7317 - 0800 501 100
311TC015/06

Nigel 021 912 900
Ph 871 8668 or 871 8685

90 Market Street, Te Awamutu

For Superior Car Security and state 
of the art climate control call us at 

We both SELL and FIT Mongoose alarms 
and guarantee our work for 3 years.
Our alarms meet the insurance company 
standard requirements available from $150.thats a name you can trust

FULL AUTO ELECTRICAL SERVICESFULL AUTO ELECTRICAL SERVICES
•   Kenwood Agent 
•   Tune Ups and EFI Servicing
•   Endurant Batteries 
•   Parts Service
•   Starters 
•   Heavy Vehicle Servicing
•   Alternators 
•   On Site Servicing 
•   Car Audio

Full air conditioning service - ensure 
your system is performing as it should 
be, correctly and efficiently

Steve Gane 
Driving Instructor

Licence Classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

Endorsements D & F, 
PLUS Endorsement P.
NZRT & LITO, LTSA Approved Assessor. 

NZQA accredited
for unit
standards.

Rosetown
Driver
Training

Phone:  07-871 5569
 0274 125 000
Email: awayagane@xtra.co.nz
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RODDY & VIRGINA MITCHELL'S

Great things in small packages
everything they need to grow into racing experts, battle 
the competition and go for the gold, and the bike is avail-
able in small-wheel or big-wheel versions to tailor-fi t grow-
ing racers. With low-carbon steel crankshaft, forged slip-
per pistons and rings, vertically split crankcases with built 
in oil pump, and exhaust system that uses a lightweight 
stainless exhaust header and repackable aluminium muffl er, 

minimising weight and maximising performance 
have been key aims in the development of 

this race machine.
The International Motorcycling Fed-

eration has stated that manufacturers 
have agreed unanimously that from Janu-

ary 1 next year 150cc 4-strokes can 
compete in the 85cc 2-stroke class.

With the introduction of the 
CRF150R, Honda has also con-
fi rmed that it will cease production 
of 2-stroke machines, meaning that 

2007 will be the last model year for 
Honda 2 stroke race bikes.

Anybody with even a passing in-
terest in motocross and Super-
cross racing recognizes that a 

revolution has recently taken place. 
Within a few short years four-stroke 

machines supplanted two-stroke bikes al-
most completely throughout 
the ranks of professional 
racing, and Honda has 
played a major role in this 
transformation. 

Since the debut of the 
CRF450R during the 2002 sea-
son, the buying public has pur-
chased well over 100,000 
motorcycles spread be-
tween the CRF450R, 
CRF450X, CRF250R 
and CRF250X, which 
makes Honda’s four-stroke 
Unicam(R) engine format
a runaway best-seller.

Honda’s 4-stroke motocross 
revolution continues with the introduction 
of the totally new CRF150R. 

This highly charged dirt track racing ma-
chine is destined to transform motocross 
racing’s smallest-displacement class with 

all the exciting performance and handling 
attributes that have proven so effective in 
Honda’s big bike ranks.

Powered by a scaled-
down and updated ver-
sion of Honda’s race-
proven CRF Unicam

4-valve engines, the 
new CRF150R is staged to 

grab the hole-shot in its class 
and power its way to the winners’ 

podium throughout the racing season. 
With its compactly proportioned steel 

tube frame, inverted cartridge-type front 
fork, aluminium Pro-Link swingarm, and 
aggressively designed bodywork, the new-
est little CRF gives aspiring young riders 
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Richard Pickering’s boss Roy Bartrum at C Bartrum 
and Son thought his eyesight might preclude him 
from undertaking a carpainting apprenticeship.

Forty years later Mr Pickering owns the business, and 
thinks he may have a future in the industry.

Mr Pickering did undertake and complete his ap-
prenticeship with the company, then based further down 
Sloane Street where KFC has built. He and his wife Faye 
purchased the business in 1979.

In the days when cars were relatively expensive, either 
new or second hand, owners often kept cars longer and 
had to do more to look after them.

Mr Pickering says paint technology wasn’t as good as 
today’s products, so  complete repaints to spruce up a car 
was a relatively common occurrence.

Now he says it is a rarity, especially if it involves chang-
ing the car ’s colour.

The ‘reconditioning’ of the interior and exterior of a 
client’s car was a big part of the business which then spe-
cialised in paint, motor trimming and glass.

As well as proud owners, Bartrum’s did much of the 
work for car sale fi rms around Te Awamutu and the King 
Country.

The complete job would entail the paint, a cut and 
polish and refurbishment of interior paint and vinyl.

Many cars had two-tone paint jobs, so with the old-
style, slow-drying enamels, it was a big job to try and turn 
the car around within a week.

The base colour had to have time to dry before the 
masking for the second colour could be applied.

Mr Pickering says now they only use two-pack paints, 
which are faster drying and have a superior fi nish.

Colour matching also used to rely more on the eye and 
skill of the painter.

Cars had a basic paint colour formula, but that always 
needed fi ne tuning.

Modern vehicle codes give much more information 
about paint colour, then the painter has thousands of 
exact swatches to fi ne tune the blend.

Today’s cars are also assembled differently, allowing the 
easy removal of panels and parts for painting.

Mr Pickering says it is a much tidier job to be able to 
paint in this way, rather than trying to mask off parts of 
the car.

C Bartrum and Son doesn’t do motor trimming anymore, 
but Mr Pickering did teach himself glass fi tting so he could 
continue that aspect of the business.

As well as working in the same shop for 40 years, 27 
as owner of the business, Mr Pickering has been involved 
at a higher level.

He has been involved with the apprenticeship system 
for some year and helped write some of the units still in 
use.

He was also part of the i-Car system for ensuring repair 
work was carried out to a high standard.

Mr Pickering says while the makes and models of cars 
may have changed over the years, the satisfaction of send-
ing out a great looking car has remained.

He says this is especially true when a ‘bit of a dunger ’ 
comes into the workshop, or when the team has been 
working on someone’s special project.

“Some people still love their cars and it is great to see 
them being looked after,” he says.

Boss didn’t 
see future 
as a painter

CAR REFINISHERSCAR REFINISHERS
A U T O M O T I V E  G L A S SA U T O M O T I V E  G L A S S

Phone 871 5704 / 0274 980 718Phone 871 5704 / 0274 980 718
337 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu337 Sloane Street, Te Awamutu

C Bartrum & Son (1979) LtdC Bartrum & Son (1979) Ltd
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Alexandra Street, TE AWAMUTU   PH 870 2535

GRANT McCONNACHIE
a/h 871 4578,

mob 027 485 4987
L.M.V.D.

PAUL MANIAPOTO
a/h 871 4954

mob 027 2493841
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BBUULLKK
PPUURRCCHHAASSEE

• Choice of colours

• Low kilometres

• Balance of factory warranty

• Drive the Bathurst winning Falcon

2005  Falcon  BA2  XR6’s

$29,990$29,990
from...



Waikato Toyota

Diane McFarlane
BRANCH MANAGER

Les Murrell
VEHICLE SALES

Nick Wardlaw
VEHICLE SALES

29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. Tel: 07 872 0017 
AFTER HOURS: D McFarlane 027 565 6565, L Murrell 021 644 843, N Wardlaw 021 208 0260

313DB001-06

Spring DealsSpring Deals
TOYOTA Yaris 1500ccTOYOTA Yaris 1500cc

TOYOTA Yaris 1300ccTOYOTA Yaris 1300cc

TOYOTA Corolla GLTOYOTA Corolla GL

TOYOTA RAV 4 LimitedTOYOTA RAV 4 Limited

5 door

5 door hatch

1800cc, 5 door hatch, 5 speed manual

2.4 VVTi engine, automatic

Normally $25,840

NOW

NOW

$21,495$21,495=Driveaway

Normally $21,580

$17,995$17,995=Driveaway

Normally $29,990

NOW$22,995$22,995=Driveaway

Normally $47,590

NOW$41,727$41,727=Driveaway*
* GST reg buyers

on NEWNEW vehicles

FREE 
towbar & 
nudge bar 
this month


