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OCTOBERspecialsspecials

$$150150
+ GST

from
Tractor SeatsTractor Seats

$$5959.00.00
+ GST

Fuel Tank Fuel Tank 
 Filters Filters

$$2323.95.95

Warren Longman (027) 289 6263
TELEPHONE  HAMILTON TOLL FREE 859 OHAUPO ROAD FACSIMILE
07 872 0232 07 849 6000 TE AWAMUTU 07 871 8190

PHONE 07 872 0291
290RR011-06

Farm Machinery Centre

+ GST

99m Truckm Truck
 Tie Downs Tie Downs

2500kg

281TC037/04

Haydn Megaffin 
(0274) 428 056

 Ken Seabright 
(0274) 437 729

Craig Berkers 
(0274) 931 209

www.norwood.co.nz/teawamutu

 TELEPHONE  HAMILTON TOLL FREE 859 OHAUPO ROAD FACSIMILE
 07 872 0232 07 849 6000 TE AWAMUTU 07 871 8191

Farm Machinery Centre 
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SEE THE FELLA RANGE AT NORWOODS TE AWAMUTU NOW

FELLA DISC MOWERS
German Technology for NZ conditions

Quality with 
performance to match

•Patented individual disc units for greater   
  reliability and easier maintenance
•Adjustable spring loaded float
•Single hydraulic lift arrangement
•Available with or without tine conditioner
•Optional spreading unit for even faster 
  drying
•Part of a massive range of Fella grass 
  harvesting equipment

Disc Mowers 
from 

*$8,495 + GST
*only while current stock lasts

            

Farmers undertaking a nutrient 
budget and management plan can 
potentially save themselves sig-
nifi cant amounts of money, says 
Environment Waikato sustainable 
agriculture facilitator, Gabriele 
Kaufl er.

“Fertiliser is one of the largest 
expenses for most farm busi-
nesses, so it is important to rec-
ognise that farmers enacting a 
nutrient budget and management 
plan have reported fertiliser sav-
ings of 20% a year. This translates 
into signifi cant dollar savings,” she 
says.

Mrs Kaufl er says the average 
dairy farm has about $425,000 
worth of nutrients in its topsoil. 

“However around 30% of North 
Island dairy farms have twice the 
level of soil nutrients needed for 
pasture growth. This means that 
up to one-third of dairy farmers 
are probably spending more on 
fertiliser than they need to.

“Furthermore, by undertaking a 
nutrient management plan, farm-
ers can reduce the amount of nu-
trient run-off - which helps protect 
the environment.”

Recent changes to Environment 
Waikato’s Regional Plan mean that 
any farmer applying more than 60 
kilograms of nitrogen per hectare 
a year to their land now requires a 
nutrient management plan. 

“The nutrient management 
plan will help you realise further 
savings, and reduce the environ-
mental footprint of your farming 
business,” Mrs Kaufl er says.

HOW TO PREPARE A PLAN
“A nutrient management plan is 

a tool, much like feed-budgeting, 
which allows farmers to consider 
their nutrient inputs and outputs, 
particularly focusing on N and P.

“This plan is based on a nutri-
ent budget, and it describes the 
practical steps that will be taken 

to reduce nutrient and sediment 
losses.

Here are some tips how to pre-
pare an effective nutrient manage-
ment plan: 

● Firstly, you need to prepare a 
nutrient budget, which will sum-
marise all your inputs and outputs 
from your farm system.

● The nutrient budget should 
be undertaken using Overseer, 
SPASMO or any other nutrient 
planning tool that meets the cri-
teria, documenting all inputs and 
outputs, climatic and soil condi-
tions and taking into considera-
tion the potential for nitrogen and 
phosphorus losses. 

● The information obtained from 
the nutrient budget needs to be 
turned into a series of practical 
steps that will help keep your 
nutrients within your production 
system. This is the basis of your 
nutrient management plan.

● A number of farm advisors 
and companies offer specialist 
nutrient management advice. The 
level of service they provide varies 
depending on expertise and cost. 

● As part of any nutrient man-
agement plan, you will need to 

produce a farm map showing land 
management units, and environ-
mentally sensitive areas.

● Among the things that you or 
your adviser should consider in the 
nutrient management plan are: 

●  your fertiliser management 
●  your soil and pasture manage-

ment 
●  your effl uent management 
●  your drainage system 
● In addition, a good nutrient 

management plan should also 
look at riparian management for 
your stream margins, and manag-
ing waterways which may be at 
risk from hotspots such as silage 
pits or offal holes.

Mrs Kaufl er says that Environ-
ment Waikato could not endorse 
any particular supplier of nutrient 
management planning services, 
but recommended that farmers 
ask direct practical questions 
about the skills and qualifi cations 
of anyone providing services in 
this area.

“For example, can the advisor 
provide you with copies of other 
work they have done, and will 
these cover the aspects relevant 
to your property?” she says.

“Many providers have endeav-
oured to train and upskill their staff 
to be able to produce a nutrient 
management plan for specifi c farm 
systems, for example through the 
Massey course on ‘Sustainable 
Nutrient Management in New Zea-
land Agriculture’.

“The bottom line is that a good 
nutrient management plan can 
save farmers considerable amount 
of money over time by preventing 
the loss of nutrients from the farm - 
as well as having a positive impact 
on environment.”

For more information, please 
call Environment Waikato’s 
freephone 0800 800 401, or go to 
www.ew.govt.nz website.

Nutrient planning can 
save farmers money

GABRIELE KAUFLER
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339 BOND ROAD • Phone 871 8040 John & Liz Machell• 027 493 6643 • A/H 871 4038

Specialists in New & Used Farm Machinery - Full Parts & Repair Service for Farm Machinery

Farmline

Authorised 
Dealers ForDealers For

From 4.5-12 
tonne, many 

standard 
features with 

more optional 
extras available

TIP TRAILERS

Buy a Giltrap 6 tonne 
Tip Trailer on Tandems from 

Farmline before 
30th November 2006 

and we will include 

FREE 
Tail Door • 

Auto Power door catch •  
Giltrap 3pt.L Quick Hitch • 

PLUS FREE 
SprayTec Waterblaster 

(petrol powered, 6.5Hp, 
2500 psi, 11.4Lpm)

262RR007-06
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CONTACT: 
Kay Water Services Ltd, 130 Bruce Berqiust Drive, Te Awamutu,
your local authorised Grundfos dealer, for your new Grundfos 

mineral injection system.

Phone 07 871 8811 or 0274 780 883

HERD OF COWS?

ADVANTAGES:
Cost effective, accurate, repeatable dosing to 

maximise chemical usage.
User friendly digital dosing technology

Comprehensive dosing pump selection to suit 
even the largest herds.

Renown Grundfos Pump reliability and dealer support.

HEARD OF GRUNDFOS 
MINERAL INJECTION SYSTEMS?

Complete packaged 230 VAC digital dosingTM 

system for injection of:
BLOAT OILS, ZINC, MAGNESIUM, COPPER, ETC.

Water Meter driven proportional dosing or 
flow/pressure switch initiated fixed rate dosing 

systems available in capacities to 150L/HR

Educating youngsters about bovine Tb
It’s not unusual to see items such as 

pens, balloons and stickers being given 
out at primary schools.

But the message behind packs being 
given out to calf rearers at local agricul-
tural days is a little different.

The Regional Animal Health Com-
mittee has been distributing packs 
containing an introductory letter, pen, 
magnet, balloon, sticker, colouring-in 
picture and pamphlet all relating to 
bovine tuberculosis.

Children have been invited to com-
plete the colouring-in competition enti-
tled ‘Help NZ Be Tb Free’ or send in a 
story or drawing about their calf to have 
a chance at winning prizes. 

(Entries close on November 17 at the 
Animal Health Board 17 Clifton Road 
Hamilton). 

Schools were also given an RD1 
voucher to use as a Ag day prize.    

Chair of the Waikato Regional Animal 
Health Committee Leith Chick of Aro-
hena says education of cattle owners 
about Tb eradiation is vital.

“With increasing numbers of small 
holdings it’s not always easy to reach 
those who own small numbers of cattle. 
So we felt reaching children and their 
families through the school agricultural 
days would help.”

Members of the committee have 
been visiting 30 schools in the region 
since the start of the term

“Traditionally the fi rst week of the new  
term is the favoured time for school 
agricultural days - the committee has 
visited 20 in the fi rst week alone. 

“These range in size from just fi ve 
calves at Waingaro to the 27 that were 
at Pirongia on Thursday.”

 Calves over one month of age mov-
ing to calf club events and A&P shows 
must be tagged with an offi cial primary 
tag and secondary tag.

The only exemption is if they are 
moving to grazing and are maintained 
under the control of the owner,

These animals must also be accom-
panied by a complete and accurate 
Animal Status Declaration (ASD/Tb 
card) if going to sale or slaughter.  
RIGHT: Animal Health Board 
district disease control manager 
Jane Sinclair of Te Awamutu 
congratulates Pirongia year fi ve 
pupil Ashleigh Van den Broek on her 
fi rst place in the rearing ring with 
her calf Midnight and presents her 
with a bovine Tb awareness pack 
from the Regional Animal Health 
Committee.

Sanctity of property rights is fundamen-
tal to a just and civil society, said Don 
Nicolson, vice president of Federated 
Farmers of New Zealand.

Mr Nicolson made the comments to 
a Parliamentary select committee con-
sidering the New Zealand Bill of Rights 
(Private Property Rights) Amendment 
Bill, sponsored by United Future’s Gordon 
Copeland. 

Federated Farmers strongly supports 
the bill, which seeks to change the Bill of 
Rights 1990. 

Protection of property rights was for 
some reason omitted from the original Bill 
of Rights.

The proposed lawchange seeks to safe-
guard private property rights. “By enshrin-
ing the security that property rights confer, 

society is protecting many of the other 
values it holds dear,” Mr Nicolson said.

“Private property rights are important 
guarantees of other freedoms that the 
Bill of Rights seeks to protect. The right 
to own property is rightly regarded as an 
indispensable basis for economic prosper-
ity and social well-being. Without property, 
individuals become dependant on govern-
ment and vulnerable to state coercion.

“As well as affi rming, protecting and 
promoting human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, the Bill of Rights affi rms New 
Zealand’s commitment to the International 
Covenant On Civil And Political Rights. 
The covenant guarantees equal and ef-
fective protection against discrimination on 
the basis of property.

“If we are to have a Bill of Rights affi rm-

ing the covenant, it should affi rm all the 
rights in the covenant, not just ones the 
government of the day chooses.

“Property rights have been protected 
constitutionally for centuries. It is a fea-
ture of the Magna Carta and the Treaty 
of Waitangi. Yet property rights are being 
continually eroded by legislation such as 
the Resource Management Act and the 
myriad of local planning restrictions the 
RMA has brought about.

“The institution of property rights is too 
important to be allowed to languish. Pro-
tecting property in the Bill of Rights would 
signal to government, the courts and local 
authorities that rights in property are huge-
ly important to society,” Mr Nicolson said. 

“That’s why we strongly support Gordon 
Copeland’s bill.”

Property rights fundamental justice Register to see 
Dexcel super herd

Farmers are reminded to register now if they want 
to see Dexcel’s ‘super herd’ vision of the future.

Voracious appetites and production ability far 
above today’s average cow will typify Kiwi cows in 
10 years time. Farmers wanting to see these future 
cows can get a look for themselves at Dexcel’s Pro-
totype Farm Open Day on Thursday, October 26.

On Dexcel’s Scott Research Farm, 29 of the 
highest BW cows in the country have been brought 
together as a ‘super herd’ to form the backbone of 
Dexcel’s Super Productivity Prototype (Super P) 
farm. They represent today what the ‘average’ cow 
will be in 10 years time, given the current rate of 
genetic gain and breed improvements.

Register for the visit and Annual Meeting at 
register@dexcel.co.nz before Wednesday, October 
24.



PAGE 4 Rural Roundup, Tuesday, October 17, 2006

100 Benson Road, Te Awamutu, Phone/fax 871 7321    www.fatmotorcycles.co.nz

290RR025/06

YAMAHARD DEALSYAMAHARD DEALS

OFFER ENDS 31 OCTOBER 2006OFFER ENDS 31 OCTOBER 2006
WAYNE SHAWWAYNE SHAW

A/h 870 3598   027 527 4111A/h 870 3598   027 527 4111

Where Ohaupo Road, Te Awamutu

▼ Posts ▼ Hardware ▼ Electric Fencing 
▼ Timber ▼ Gates ▼ Wire ▼ Poles

Our prices INCLUDE gst, cash sale, ex yard

We deliver on Price
We deliver on Service

WE DELIVER!

Phone 07 870 5158

Fax 07 870 5159

Mobile 025 602 0298
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2.4 x 1.2 x 7mm TAN PLY2.4 x 1.2 x 7mm TAN PLY

$25.71 

and FENCING SUPPLIES

Check 
out these 

prices

PER SHEET

150 x 40 H3 R/S150 x 40 H3 R/S

$2.45 PER METRE
There are fertilisers for pastures 

and crops, animal health products 
to keep stock healthy, and there’s 
the Hugh Williams Ravensdown 
Memorial Scholarship that helps 
young farming people to gain an 
education.

Applications are now being 
sought for this annual scholarship, 
which offers sons or daughters of 
Ravensdown shareholders $5000 
per year for the duration of their 
agricultural or horticultural degree 
at Lincoln or Massey University. 
The winners are also offered paid 
holiday work with Ravensdown.

The scholarship was estab-
lished six years ago in memory of 
the late Hugh Williams who was a 
Ravensdown Director from 1987 
to 2000. It aims to encourage 
young people into the agricultural 
industry. 

Stephanie Cocker was a school-
girl in Palmerston North when she 

won the scholarship in 2002. She 
is the daughter of Robert and 
Christine Cocker who run 500 
dairy cows in Manawatu. Steph-
anie received $5000 per year for 
the three years that it took her 
to complete a Bachelor of Ap-
plied Science degree at Massey 
University.

It eased the fi nancial burden of 
attending university.

“The scholarship meant I com-
pleted the degree without a loan 
of any kind, which is a big thing 
these days.”

Stephanie says she particularly 
appreciated the personal contact 
that went with the scholarship. 
“Adrienne, Hugh’s widow, was 
at the interview and while I was 
at uni she kept up with me and 
through her I’ve got to meet other 
recipients. It’s not just about the 
dollars. I like that it’s in memory 
of someone who’s important to 

Ravensdown. There’s a more per-
sonal relationship.”

Summer work with Ravensdown 
led Stephanie to take a position 
as fi eld offi cer with the company 
when she fi nished. “I realised I re-
ally wanted to help farmers farm,” 
she says. 

As part of the scholarship ap-
plication process, students are 
required to write an essay about 
their interests and involvement in 
agriculture and how the scholar-
ship would help them succeed 
in the industry. They are also 
required to provide a personal 
profi le and two references.  

Information and an application 
form for the 2007 scholarship are 
available from the Ravensdown 
website (www.ravensdown.co.nz) 
or by calling the Ravensdown 
Customer Centre on 0800 100 
123. Applications close on Friday, 
December 8.

Scholarship applications open

Two new directors were elected 
to the Board of Ravensdown Fer-
tiliser Co-operative at its annual 
meeting last month.

Newly elected director Scott 
Gower says Ravensdown’s main 
strength is its competitiveness.

He replaces Ron Frew as rep-
resentative for area 8 which cov-
ers western parts of King Country 
and Taranaki.

Mr Gower and his wife Robyn 
breed and fi nish sheep and 
beef cattle on 780 hectares of 
hill country at Ohura, between 
Taumarunui and New Plymouth. 
It is part of a family farming busi-
ness comprising some 50,000 
stock units.

For the past four years the 
property, High Glades, has been 
a Meat and Wool New Zealand 
Monitor Farm. 

Mr Gower says fertiliser has 
played a key role in developing 
the farm to the point where they 
now winter just over 8000 stock 
units, and have a ewe fl ock lamb-
ing at over 150 percent.

The Ravensdown role presents 
a new challenge. 

“I’m really looking forward to it; 
to making a contribution and do-
ing my bit for the shareholders,” 
says Mr Gower.

Tony Howey replaces Alex 
Wright as representative for Area 
3, which comprises the Ash-
burton, MacKenzie, Timaru and 
Waimate Districts.

Mr Howey and his wife Afsaneh 
crop on 750 hectares around 
Timaru airport, including some 
lease blocks. Their main crops 
are potatoes and onions, but 
they also produce blackcurrants, 

cereals, and grass and vegetable 
seeds and winter cattle.

A Lincoln graduate, Mr Howey 
spent fi ve years as an agricul-
tural fi eld offi cer before going into 
farming himself. He is a member 
of the FertResearch Technical 
Committee.

Mr Howey is already a direc-
tor of several agricultural service 
companies. He says Raven-
sdown’s main strengths are its 
client base and its staff.

As a Co-operative, he says 
Ravensdown is a real asset for 
farmers. 

“It means farmers have control 
over an important input cost. The 
company has a big responsibility 
to deliver the best service at the 
best price, and to be sustainable 
in environmental terms and in 
terms of our own infrastructure.”

Fertiliser co-operative 
appoints new directors



PAGE 5Rural Roundup, Tuesday, October 17, 2006

“Farmers are very focused on 
securing maize silage supplies 
early” says Dave Robertson 
(right), manager of maize silage 
trading for John Austin Ltd, the 
Waikato’s largest agricultural 
contracting operation.

“We have already sold a large 
percentage of our total maize si-
lage tonnage and the remaining 
volume is selling fast”

The high maize silage demand 
comes at the tail end of a tough 
winter which has seen many lo-
cal dairy farmers exhaust their 
supplementary feed reserves. 

“An increasing number of 
farmers are realising that they 
need to be more planned in 
securing a high quality forage 
source”, he says.

“This winter many farmers 
spent a lot of money on quick fi x 
feed options which did not deliver 
in terms of cow condition or milk 
profi t”.

Maize silage is an excellent 
supplementary feed option be-
cause it delivers a lot of energy 
in the form of starch which drives 
milk protein production as well as 
cow condition score gain. It is the 
perfect partner to high protein, 
low carbohydrate pasture and 
because it is a forage, not a 
concentrate, it allows farmers to 
better manage pasture utilisation 
and yield.

The MetService prediction that 
there is a 50% chance of a full 
blown El Nino developing this 
summer is further fuelling maize 
silage demand.

Based on what he saw this 
winter, Mr Robertson predicts 
that those farmers who fail to 
commit to either planting their 
own maize silage crop or sign-
ing a maize silage contract this 
spring may live to regret it.

“Cartage is a signifi cant cost 
component of bought-in maize 
silage. Farmers who leave their 
purchase decision to the last 
minute are unlikely to secure 
crops that are nearby and as a 

consequence cartage costs will 
be higher,” he says. 

Mr Roberston recommends 
that farmers wanting to buy in 
maize silage or grow a crop 
themselves, should contact their 
local contractor as soon as pos-
sible.

FARMERS REMINDED TO 
SECURE SUPPLIES NOW
Pioneer Brand Products have 

launched a campaign to remind 
Waikato farmers to secure their 
feed supplies for next season 
now.

This campaign has been 
prompted by the market, who 
have seen unprecedented de-
mand for maize silage this spring. 
This additional demand has 
been caused by a harsh winter, 
compounded by low cow condi-
tion at calving and a realization 
by most farmers of the benefi ts 
of maize silage for putting on cow 
condition. This demand means 
that farmers trying to buy maize 
silage at harvest time may well 
miss out.

Pioneer Brand Products are 
urging Waikato farmers to either 
contact their merchant or local 
contractor to discuss securing 
their contracts now or grow their 
own maize silage on farm. 

Ian Williams, forage special-
ist for Pioneer Brand Products, 
comments, “After a hard winter 
many farmers have exhausted 
their feed supplies and have 
already committed to increased 
quantities of maize silage. This 
is also being fueled by farmers 
concerned about the predicted 
El Nino type conditions this sum-
mer”.

“Because of this increased 
demand farmers who have tra-
ditionally waited to order maize 
silage at harvest run the very 
real possibility of not being able 
to secure any maize feed”.

This year’s low condition score 
at calving was largely due to 
farmers milking herds too long 
last autumn and then not be-

ing able to feed the cows well 
enough over winter to put on 
the required condition prior to 
calving.

This combined with average 
spring growth, many dairy herds 
are going into mating with a light 
condition score, meaning some 
farmers risk low submission 
rates and poor conception rates.  
This can have a huge impact on 
bottom line profi t.

Maize silage helps build cow 
condition which is essential for 

improved cow fertility and higher 
milksolids production. Recent 
information from Dexcel shows 
that to add one cow condition 
score requires at least 30% less 
feed with maize silage when 
compared to autumn pasture, 
pasture silage or palm kernel 
extract. 

This is because maize silage is 
a high carbohydrate (in the form 
of starch) feed which cows use 
more effi ciently for bodyweight 
gain.

Maize silage in hot demand

290RR020/06

BAILEY INGHAM LIMITED

OOttoorroohhaannggaa
specialising in

• Farming and Business Accounting
• Personal and Company Taxation
• Investment
• Budgeting and Planning
• Family Trust Management

For a no obligation free interview and
personalised, highly experienced service to discuss

your accounting and farming requirements

CONTACT US ON

FREEPHONE 0800 482 928
18 Maniapoto Street, Otorohanga

Phone (07) 873 7325 • Fax (07) 873 8461
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If you wish to promote your 
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John Cooper owner of Te Awamutu Rural Spraying Contractors has 
recently taken delivery of a new custom built agricultural spray unit.

Everything about the new setup is impressive including the Italian 
designed bargram boom with 9 hydraulic functions and a span of 
18.5metres incorporating 37 nozzles with triple nozzle bodies. The sys-
tem is run by BA7000 computer controlling speed, fl ow, 5 boom sec-
tion controls, a diagnostic check system for easy detection of system 
faults, with nearly all functions totally controlled from the cab. A GPS 
system allows farm and paddock mapping and together with a 2000L 
spray tank and its own fresh water fl ush system is another
effi ciency gain.

John Cooper
PO Box 425, Te Awamutu

021 856 839 - A/H 07 871 8666
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“Reliable Service You Can Trust”“Reliable Service You Can Trust”
291RR001-05

DARCY FINCH
871 3218 • 0275 949 521

GAVIN WILLIAMS 
(Operations Manager)

871 3218 • 0275 713 218

• Grass and Maize Silage Harvesting
• Maize/Grass/Lucerne Crop Sales
• Ploughing and Cultivation
• Maize Planting
• Regrassing

• Subsoiling
• Shavings, Sawdust and Tyres

-Supply and Delivery
• Tip truck and Digger Hire

AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURRAALL  CCOONNTTRRAACCTTOORRSS  SSEERRVVIICCIINNGG  TTHHEE
WWAAIIKKAATTOO  DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  FFOORR  OOVVEERR  3300  YYEEAARRSS

The genetic gain derived from 
Livestock Improvement’s bull teams is 
worth more than $50 million per year, 
or $15 per cow. 

These fi gures were released by 
Livestock Improvement chairman, 
Stuart Bay, in his address to the 
company’s Annual Meeting at 
Hamilton. 

Livestock Improvement is the 
largest artifi cial breeding and 
herd improvement company in 
New Zealand.  It’s bulls alone are 
responsible for siring three out of 
every four dairy cows in the country. 

Mr Bay said New Zealand’s rate of 
genetic gain in the dairy industry is the 
envy of the world.   

“In effect, this annual value of 
genetic gain to farmers covers what 
they’re spending each year on artifi cial 
breeding!     

“At a national level, genetic gain 
achieves $50m gross value or $35 

million per year net of feed cost. On 
average per cow milk solid production 
is increasing at around +3.6kg 
milksolids per year which, at $4.10 per 
kilogram, equates to $14.80 gain per 
cow per year - which covers the cost 
of AB using Livestock Improvement’s 
Premier Sires team of bulls. 

Stuart Bay said two-thirds of annual 
gain in milk production is due to 
genetic improvement, with one-third 
due to improvements in farm and 
stock management. 

“Genetic gain for milksolids has 
accelerated over the past 15 years 
as Livestock Improvement has 
invested more heavily in its breeding 
programmes.   This gain has been 
accompanied by a declining rate of 
increase in Liveweight, which means 
today’s cows are not signifi cantly 
heavier than their forbears, but are 
much more effi cient at converting feed 
into milksolids,” he said. 

Genetic gain worth 
millions to farmers

Livestock Improvement chairman 
Stuart Bay says that any establishment 
of a national traceability database 
system must not duplicate costs for 
farmer users. 

In his address to the company’s 
annual meeting he said New Zealand 
dairy farmers have the highest rate of 
voluntary herd recording in the world. 

“More than 90% of Kiwi farmers 
manage their animal events and 
movements through our own Livestock 
Improvement’s MINDA herd recording 
service, and another 5% with other 
providers - placing dairying ahead of 
any other livestock sector in terms of 
traceability for biosecurity. 

“The Working Group has said that 
voluntary recording of animal events 
and movements will be voluntary in 
2007 and may be mandatory by 2008, 
but has yet to make a decision on where 
this information will be stored.   

“Our concern is that any national 
database should not mean additional 

costs for our dairy farmer shareholders 
who are already paying to record their 
animal events. 

Mr Bay said no decision has 
been made on who will manage the 
traceability system required to provide 
biosecurity cover for New Zealand, ‘but 
naturally we’d be interested’. 

“Livestock Improvement has earned a 
reputation for building and maintaining 
complex databases and we believe our 
existing database could be adapted for 
national purposes, if required.” 

“In our submissions to the Working 
Group, we’ve consistently said there has 
to be one national traceability system 
which must be kept to the minimum 
size required to ensure market access 
and biosecurity response, and at no 
duplication of cost to farmers”. 

Mr Bay said that, in the 2005/2006 
year, Livestock Improvement set up a 
business focused on providing added-
value traceability systems for the beef 
and lifestyle block industries. 

One cost for trace system
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132 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. www.wilksbrooke.co.nz
Phone 871 3079

GRANT WILKS
A/h (07) 871 4448

Mob (027) 4 948 672
gwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

ILANA WILKS
A/h (07) 870 3002
Mob (027) 5 445 262
iwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

“Pay us no interest!”
EIGER 4WD AUTO SPECIAL

FINANCE FOR 2 YEARS AT 0% INTEREST
Here’s the deal. Come and put 50% down on an 
Eiger 4WD Auto and get 2 years zero interest fi nance!

Suzuki Quadmatic - NZ’s No.1 selling ATV auto*
• Robust low maintenance heavy duty CVT drive belt 

system
• No complicated drive management computers to 

maintain
• High and low ratio means the right ratio for the job 

- no compromise
• Improved engine braking

Eiger 4WD AUTO LT-A400FK6

RRP $10,311 plus GST

290RR028/06

• Oil-free system giving simple, no-fuss transmission servicing

INCLUDESBULLBARSMUDFLAPS
& TOWBAR

ENGINEERING SUPPLIESENGINEERING SUPPLIES

&Cavalier
E n g i n e e r i n g  S u p p l i e s

1317 Alexandra St, Te Awamutu
Phone 871 7062

StewartStewart

●   Hand Tools
●   Power Tools
●   Bolts
●   Bearings
●   Trailer Parts
●   V-Belt and Transmission Chain
●   Air Tools and Accessories
●   Plus Lots More

Be in with the chance to win 

$1 MILLION
Entry forms & conditions instore

278TC043-06

S TO C K I S T S  O F

Farmer shareholder representa-
tives support Livestock Improve-
ment’s broadening of horizons from 
dairying, to whole farm improve-
ment. 

The new strategic direction was 
offi cially unveiled at the company’s 
Annual Meeting in Hamilton. 

Livestock Improvement chair-
man, Stuart Bay, and chairman 
of the shareholder representative 
group, the National Council, Ham-
ish Anderson, both expressed con-
fi dence in the new direction. 

“Livestock Improvement’s back-
ground has been, and our future 
remains, in dairying but increas-
ingly we will be focusing on new 
technologies like farm automation, 
diagnostics and farm information 
management for dairying - and 
looking to leverage that expertise 
into other species,” Mr Bay said. 

“The expertise we have honed in 
the dairy industry is portable across 
other species and, in terms of artifi -
cial breeding, embryo technologies 
and DNA analysis, is already lever-
aging advantage in the deer, sheep 
and goat industries”. 

Mr Bay said the new strategy to 
2011 was the result of an extensive 
period of research, review and 
consultation between the Livestock 
Improvement Board and Manage-
ment and the National Council.   

In terms of Livestock Improve-
ment’s Constitution, the National 
Council’s approval is required for 
the adoption of the company’s 
strategic plan and Hamish Ander-
son confi rmed the Council had 
discussed, considered and unani-
mously supported the Plan.   

Livestock Improvement’s new 
strategic plan follows on the heels 
of successful achievement of 
stretched objectives set fi ve years 
ago - to deliver a net profi t (after tax 
an biotechnology) of $10 million;  
return on capital employed (before 
tax and biotechnology) of 10% and 
achieve a Silver Business Excel-
lence Award. 

“In addition to $50 million on-farm 
genetic gain annually, since forma-

tion we have placed $52 million 
capital on shareholders’ balance 
sheets and delivered nearly $20 
million in dividends. 

“The new strategic plan aims to 
enhance and strengthen our core 
products, while leveraging our ex-
pertise across the spectrum of farm 
improvement, both in New Zealand 
and internationally. 

“Our aim is to double the size of 
this business by 2011. 

Mr Bay said the company’s new 
direction remains true to its roots.    
“Our fi rst mission statement, back 
in 1939, was to improve the net 
income of New Zealand dairy 
farmers. 

“Our new core purpose state-
ment - To help farmers become 
more effi cient and profi table by 
genetically improving their animals 
and by providing information, sys-
tems and technology that make it 
easier to farm.  Successfully doing 
this creates value for our custom-
ers and wealth for our shareholders 
- is simply a contemporary update 
that enhances, extends and ex-
pands the defi nition for the next fi ve 
years and beyond, recognising that 

we are a new generation co-opera-
tive with responsibilities to create 
value and wealth for our farmer 
shareholders. 

“We do this as a company by 
delivering an ever improving prod-
uct and service range and running 
our business more effi ciently and 
profi tably. 

“We will be using our combined 
skills, data and knowledge to 
drive on-farm profi tability with new 
systems and technologies that are 
essential for our farmers to remain 
at the forefront of world agriculture. 

“We will acquire new customers 
and take new opportunities as 
others see that we are an essential 
partner to their business, because 
milk (and meat) must be seen at 
every level of the value chain for 
what it is.... nature’s fi nest food with 
the most discerning customers. 

“We will play a greater role in 
whole farm improvement as the 
emphasis on farm and in the food 
supply chain links back strongly 
to the genes in animals and to the 
livestock farming practices that 
deliver strongly market oriented 
service brands.”

LIC’s bold new direction

LIC CHAIRMAN Stuart Bay (left) and Hamish Anderson, chairman 
of the National Council.
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41 Market Street, Te Awamutu 
• Phone: 07 870 2836 

• www.pggwrightson.co.nz 

RURAL SUPPLIES
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BETTERBETTER  
BRASSICASBRASSICAS

WITHWITH

SEPTIC TANKS
COWSHED SUMPS
ALL TRADE WASTES

871 5609 ALL HOURS
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We have three vacuum trucks 
for liquid waste disposal
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The discovery of a 
gene that promotes in-
creased fertility in sheep 
will give sheep farm-
ers the opportunity to 
markedly increase their 
number of lambs, say 
AgResearch scientists. 

The gene Fecundity 
Wishart, commonly re-
ferred to as the Wishart 
gene, is named after 
Southland farmer Peter 
Wishart who in 1995 
noticed that a ewe in his 
Romney fl ock was par-
ticularly prolifi c, produc-
ing 21 lambs in seven 
lambings.

Mr Wishart had heard 
that AgResearch sci-
entist Dr George Davis 
wanted to hear from 
sheep farmers who 
noticed unusually high 
prolifi cacy in their ewes.

He called Dr Davis 
who asked him to look 
back through his records 
to see if there was a his-
tory of prolifi cacy.

The records refl ected 
a history of prolifi cacy 
in the fl ock, dating back 
to a 1950s fl ock of 
Romneys from which 
it descended. Records 
showed examples of 
prolifi c ewes and pro-
lifi c sires passing these 
traits down through the 
generations. During a 
ten year period litter size 
increased 31 per cent in 
the recorded fl ock.

A team of AgRe-
search scientists led by 
Dr Davis measured the 
ovulation rate of ewes 
in the fl ock through 
laparoscopy to test the 

hypothesis that a gene 
was affecting the high 
rates of ovulation. 

The study showed the 
collective ovulation rate 
records of 547 progeny 
of 24 rams descended 
from a prolifi c line of 
sheep provided strong 
evidence of a gene 
that in carrier ewes in-
creases ovulation rate 
by about 80 extra eggs 
per 100 ewes or around 
an extra 50 lambs born 
per 100 ewes lambing.

Mr Wishart says that 
the current season of 
lambing has again dem-
onstrated the prolifi cacy 
of his fl ock with the high-
est scanning on record.

A DNA test was car-
ried out and found that 
neither the Inverdale nor 
Booroola gene, which 
are both associated with 
increased prolifi cacy 

were present. 
AgResearch scientist 

Dr Sue Galloway is 
currently pursuing a ge-
netic marker test for the 
Wishart gene which will 
assist farmers wanting 
to purchase sheep car-
rying the gene.

“We are very excited 
about the gene marker 
test which is to be de-
veloped. With a marker 
test we can identify the 
rams that will take our 
clients’ production to an-
other level,” says Peter 
Wishart.

Dr Davis says when a 
marker test is available 
commercial farmers will 
buy rams carrying two 
copies of the gene from 
ram breeders to mate to 
their breeding ewes. All 
daughters will carry one 
copy and fl ock replace-
ments will be chosen 

from these. 
“These daughters will 

scan about 50 extra 
lambs per 100 ewes 
lambing and will be the 
basis of high fertility 
fl ocks,” says Dr Davis. 

He says farmers seek-
ing a smaller increase 
could use single copy 
rams in which case half 
the daughters would 
carry a copy of the gene 
and the overall increase 
would be about 25 
lambs per 100 ewes.

“Our ongoing pro-
gramme is also aimed 
at determining the litter 
size of ewes carrying 
two copies of the Wishart 
gene - we know they are 
fertile but we need to 
have a closer look to get 
a good measure of the 
effect of two copies of 
the gene on litter size,” 
says Dr Davis.

Wishart gene proven 
to boost lambing
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• Spraying 
• Fertiliser Spreading 
• Cultivation and Aeration
• Planting Maize for Grain and 

Silage
• Side Dressing 
• Drilling of Pasture, Forage 

Crops  and Cereals 
• Grass Silage and Hay 

• Harvesting Maize and Cereal 
(Whole Crop) Silage 

• Harvesting Maize and 
Cereals for Grain 

• Peat Land Development
• Earth Moving and Land  

Development 
• Precision Farming and Crop 

Management Programme

John Austin Limited
Phone 07 872 0000
www.johnaustinltd.co.nz

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR
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Some three and a half years ago 
Carolyn and Michael Smith of Waimi-
ha, in the King Country started de-
velopment work on a fencing system 
using steel bands in place of wire. This 
month the product has been launched 
in the Waikato under its brand name 
VISI-BAND.

Traditional wire fences have served 
the farming sector well for over a 100 
years, however they suffer from one 
major disadvantage - stock cannot 
see them clearly and as a conse-
quence believe they can penetrate the 
fence given enough determination, 
doing damage to themselves and to 
the fence.

A fence that utilizes a wide steel 
band (fi ve or six in a standard instal-
lation) exercises visual dominance 
over stock and thereby maintains a 
higher level of control. The fence is 
also structurally very strong.

There are four key components 
that combine to capture and present 
the steel bands effectively plus a 
few specialized tools to undertake 
the installation. A colour fi nish to the 
bands makes for a visually pleasing 
presentation, at this stage only in 
white but other colours will be offered 
in the future.

Because the VISI-BAND system 
requires new skills together with tradi-
tional fencing knowledge, installation 
will be undertaken by trained and 
accredited fencing companies able to 
offer a wide range of applications for 
stock management, rural subdivision, 
equestrian facilities and horticultural 
screening.

The VISI-BAND fence uses less 
labour time to install which offsets 
higher material content. Costs will 
start at $25 per metre installed for a 5 
band design. Currently only available 
in the Waikato, the Hamilton Fencing 
Company is the accredited installer 
for the province. The appointment of 
exclusive regional installers will be 
made progressively to provide a na-
tional network.

The Intellectual Property Offi ce of 
NZ granted patent no. 527406 in 2004 
and steps have been taken to secure 
the international position by fi ling 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
at the World International Property 
Offi ce ( WIPO ) in Geneva. The pat-
ent process through the WIPO has 
been smooth and patents are now 
pending in Australia, US, Canada, UK 
and throughout Europe as well as a 
number of other destinations.

Kiwi ingenuity 
rejects No.8 wire

VISI-BAND co-inventor Michael Smith alongside the fi rst fence installed 
in the Waikato at Tamahere.
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NEIL DRURYNEIL DRURY
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTORAGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR

Big Square Baling 
- Hay and Silage

Suppliers of Quality 
Hay and Silage

Cultivation and Cropping

Brassicas and Maize

Round Baling 
and Wrapping

Crop Cutter

Crop and Pasture 
Spraying

15 Years Experience 
Computer Controlled Sprayer

For all your farm For all your farm 
contracting requirements contracting requirements 

NEIL MOBILE 021 926 315
290RR026-06

TE AWAMUTU: Churchill St
Phone (07) 872 0230 
Fax (07) 872 0229
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FREEFREE
Stainless Steel Stainless Steel 
Dog BowlDog Bowl

with every 12/15kg 
Eukanuba Dog Food 
purchased.*
*While Stocks Last (43906)

Young farmers possess 
plenty of socks appeal

TE KAWA YFC members Brad Payne (left) and Blair Fine model their YFC 
socks, while in the background (from left) Reece Le Gros, Kendell Allen 
and Joel Pollock hang socks on the line. 

Te Kawa Young 
farmers reckon their 
fundraising socks should 
hold plenty of appeal to 
anyone working in any 
rural fi eld whatsoever.

“We’ve had farm con-
sultants contacting us 
to buy them, as well as 
farmers, sharemilkers 
and farm workers of 
course,” says club YFC 
Socks Project spokes-
man, Blair Fine.

“They are your perfect 
workaday rural socks,” 
says another Te Kawa 
West YFC member, Joel 
Pollock.

The club has been 
selling the socks for a 
number of years, shar-
ing the profi ts with par-
ent body, Waikato-Bay 
of Plenty Young Farm-
ers. After a slow start 
they are hoping for a big 
push on sales this year.

The socks, made by 
the New Zealand Sock 
Company,  sell for 
$14.50 a pair, $40 for 
three pairs and $60 for 
fi ve pairs.

To buy the socks con-
tact Blair Fine or Melissa 
Johnson at 07 823 1664 
or 027 453 8667.

Te Kawa West YFC 
is going through a mini 
resurgence, with 18 
members on the books 
at present - sharing their 
love of farming, knowl-
edge and some good 
social events.

For more information 
about the club contact 
chairman, Gavin Baillie 
at 021 259 0955.
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Call in and see Kyle and Shane
in our Parts Department

462 OHAUPO ROAD, TE AWAMUTUPhone: 07 871 7317
PETER GLIDDEN HONDAPETER GLIDDEN HONDA

The Most Revolutionary Tool 
in Pasture Measurement!

Heavy Duty Galvanised Weed WiperHeavy Duty Galvanised Weed Wiper
• Heavy duty frame for maximum strength
• Pressurised feed system ensures an even    
  fl ow of chemicals regardless 
  of angle of operation

• Electronic controller allows you to
  increase or decrease fl ow depending 
  on the level of infestation

290RR022-06

The Most Revolutionary Tool in Pasture Measurement
The most advanced pasture measurement technology is currently being dem-
onstrated by C-DAX Systems Limited at a series of local seasonal management 
discussion groups.

The initial Rapid Pasture Measurement concept was developed by the Centre for 
Precision Agriculture at Massey University, approximately three years ago, with 
the intention of designing a system that removed the inaccuracies often experi-
enced with more conventional pasture measurement techniques.

The concept was presented to C-DAX in 2004, and since then considerable de-
velopment has been undertaken to ensure the hardware and electronics are suit-
able for the punishing on farm use the machine is bound to encounter.

Towards the beginning of the project, it was decided that the maximum benefi t 
would be obtained by linking the data collected by the pasture meter to feed 
budgeting software programs already utilised by many pastoral farmers. As this 
aspect was not one of 
C-DAX’s core competencies, Managing Director Bill Franklin approached an-
other company; Farmworks, to join the development team.

Chris West, Northern Area Manager for C-DAX, provides a brief insight into the 
potential benefi ts of accurate pasture measurement.

“Accurate and consistent pasture monitoring enables farmers to establish a feed 
budgeting forecast – researchers (from NZCPA and Dairy Australia) have sug-
gested that this could improve pasture utilisation by up to 10-15 which in times 
of slow pasture growth, or when planning conservation (hay & sileage) can help 
farmers plan their grazing round. As the season progresses potential surplus can 
be seen emerging through use of the feed wedge and paddocks can be removed 
from the round to maintain quality of pastures for the milking herd.”

Chris adds “C-DAX’s Rapid Pasture Meter works by measuring the height of 
grass passing through a set of light beams. The data collected is then converted 
into dry matter according to a series of seasonally appropriate calibration equa-
tions.

"Because the Pasture Meter is trailed behind an ATV, it’s possible to measure 
pasture cover very quickly – up to 20kph! That means one reading every 2 sec-
onds (or 27mm), or 18,500 readings in a 500 metre transect, compared to per-
haps 250 readings over the same distance with a rising plate meter. This gives a 
very accurate result and averages out any inconsistencies such as grass clumps 
or weeds.” 

The C-DAX Pasture Meter is currently available in two ‘tiers’ of technology 
- although a third, GPS enabled tier is currently under development. 
Tier One is an entry-level model that measures the grass height and converts this 
to a dry matter average. The operator will then need to physically record this data 
on a printed form or notebook and then enter it into the Pasture Cover software 
at a later stage. This can be used to generate an updated feed wedge - showing 
average dry matter content per paddock - each time new data is entered and can 
be referred to as an historical record for comparisons at any stage in the future. 

The second model (Tier 2) combines all the features listed in Tier One, but also 
includes a couple of particularly clever features. These allow the operator to 
identify individual farms and paddocks (by number) and record paddock meas-
urements against these locations. When recording is completed, the operator 
can then wirelessly download the data directly into the Feed Budgeting software 
(provided) allowing farmers to make timely and informed feed budgeting deci-
sions.

Chris is quick to add “The real power behind this option is the Feed Forecaster 
program which enables farmers to monitor the pasture readings and make ac-
curate feed predictions. This program can be confi gured for ‘daily’, ‘several days’ 
and annual feed budgets and is a really useful tool to assist in making tactical 
and strategic grazing decisions.

"The Feed Forecasting program software can be used for virtually any herd size 
of various stock classes and to refl ect the removal of paddocks that may have 
been taken out of the grazing round for conservation or cropping. Incorporating 
the effect of supplements and fertiliser responses provides an accurate repre-
sentation of potential supply and demand profi les."

"It really is very fl exible. This information and analysis all helps in reaching timely 
decisions, which assist in maintaining pasture quality and grazing patterns and 
improving the profi tability of the farm.”

If you’re interested in learning more, or in attending a discussion group, 
contact C-DAX Systems direct on: 0800 230 230 or by emailing: 
sales@c-dax.co or talk to Shane or Kyle at Peter Glidden Honda



Despite some high wind gusts students at 
Paterangi School had an enjoyable Agricul-
tural Day, completing all events just before 
the rain arrived. 

In all 26 calves and nine lambs were pre-
sented to judges. 

Visitors to the day included friends, family 
and members of the wider Paterangi com-
munity.      

CALVES
LEADING
Senior: Kyle Gatenby (Bubbles) 1, Madeleine 

Finch (Sooky) 2, Sophie Hawkes (Champagne) 
3,  Georgia Murray (Stella) 4, Raymond Strick-
land (Leilani) 5.

Intermediate: Noah Meagher (Becerra) 1, 
Maarken Edwards (Skoda) 2, Hannah-Kate Ma-
gon (Holly) 3,  Courtney Pyle (Snowy) 4, Sean 
Gatenby (N’ayrshire) 5.

Junior: Jarrod Johnson (Cocoa) 1, Craig Arden 
(Regan) 2, Amber Johnson (Cutie) 3, Clint Ka-
vanagh (Autumn Snow) 4, Jonty Bell (Mearki) 5.

Novice: Gabriella Kavanagh (Irene) 1, Nathan 
Arden (Rosie) 2, Keiran West (Jamie) 3, Lachlan 
Finch (Crunchie) 4.

Champion: Kyle Gatenby (Bubbles); Reserve: 
Madeleine Finch (Sooky).

REARING
Senior: Raymond Strickland (Leilani) 1, Sophie 

Hawkes (Champagne) 2, Georgia Murray (Stella) 
3, Renee Johnson (Jiggi) 4, Rachael Mitchell 
(Socks) 5.

Intermediate: Logan Hawkes (Tintola) 1, 
Hannah-Kate Magon (Holly) 2, Sean Gatenby ( 

N’ayrshire) 3,  Courtney Pyle (Snowy) 4, Noah 
Meagher (Becerra) 5..

Junior: Amber Johnson (Cutie) 1, Emma 
Murray (Lolly) 2, Craig Arden (Regan) 3, Jarrod 
Johnson (Cocoa) 4, Clint Kavanagh (Autumn 
Snow) 5.

Novice: Keiran West (Jamie) 1, Gabriella Ka-
vanagh (Irene) 2, Lachlan Finch (Crunchie) 3, 
Nathan Arden (Rosie) 4.

Champion: Raymond Strickland (Leilani); Re-
serve: Logan Hawkes (Tintola).

DAIRY TYPE
JERSEY: Clint Kavanagh (Autumn Snow) 

1, Madeleine Finch (Sooky) 2, Keiran West 
(Jamie) 3, Jonty Bell (Mearki) 4, Lachlan Finch 
(Crunchie) 5.

FRIESIAN: Taylor Cutforth (Daisy) 1, Jarrod 
Johnson (Cocoa) 2, Ashleigh O’Connor (Luvalot) 
3.

AYRSHIRE: Early: Renee Johnson (Jiggi) 
1, Katrina Mitchell (Dellila) 2, Georgia Murray 
(Stella) 3, Raymond Strickland (Leilani) 4. Late: 
Hannah-Kate Magon (Holly) 1, Kyle Gatenby 
(Bubbles) 2, Sophie Hawkes (Champagne) 3, 
Rachael Mitchell (Socks) 4. Intermediate class: 
Maarken Edwards (Skoda) 1, Logan Hawkes 
(Tintola) 2, Jonathan Harpur (Soda) 3, Sean 
Gatenby (N’ayrshire) 4, Noah Meagher (Becerra) 
5.  Junior/Novice class: Amber Johnson (Cutie) 1, 
Emma Murray (Lolly) 2, Craig Arden (Regan) 3, 
Nathan Arden (Rosie) 4.

BEEF TYPE
Courtney Pyle (Snowy) 1.
BEST DRESSED CALF (Janet Macky Cup): 

Jonty Bell (Mearki) 1, Maarken Edwards (Skoda) 
2, Nathan Arden (Rosie) 3, Ashleigh O’Connor 

(Luvalot) 4, Logan Hawkes (Tintola) 5.
Germann Rosebowl: Gabriella Kavanagh. 

Baker Cup: Raymond Strickland.
LAMBS

MOST OBVIOUS PET
Senior: Sonya Henderson (Bobby) 1, Caitlin 

O’Brien (Poppy) 2, Ryan Lewis (Troy-Lee) 3.
Intermediate: Rose Donovan (Sonya) 1, Travis 

Henderson (Streamy) 2, Jessica Magon (Hori-
zon) 3.

Junior: Jack Glasson (Buzz) 1, Bradley Magon 
(Moon) 2, Nikita Lyons (Frolic) 3.

Champion: Rose Donovan (Sonya); Reserve: 
Sonya Henderson (Bobby).

LEADING
Senior: Caitlin O’Brien (Poppy) 1, Sonya Hend-

erson (Bobby) 2, Ryan Lewis (Troy-Lee) 3.
Junior: Nikita Lyons (Frolic) 1, Jack Glasson 

(Buzz) 2, Bradley Magon (Moon) 3.
Novice: Georgia Cutforth 1, Danielle Morton 2.
Champion: Nikita Lyons (Frolic); Reserve: 

Travis Henderson (Streamy).
REARING
Senior: Sonya Henderson (Bobby) 1, Caitlin 

O’Brien (Poppy) 2,  Ryan Lewis (Troy-Lee) 3.
Intermediate: Travis Henderson (Streamy) 1, 

Rose Donovan (Sonya) 2, Jessica Magon (Ho-
rizon) 3.

Junior: Nikita Lyons (Frolic) 1, Jack Glasson 
(Buzz) 2, Bradley Magon (Moon) 3.

BEST DRESSED LAMB (Muggeridge Cup): 
Sonya Henderson (Bobby) 1, Jack Glasson 
(Buzz) 2, Bradley Magon  (Moon) 3, Rose Dono-
van (Sonya) 4, Travis Henderson (Streamy) 5.

Kjeldson Cup: Rose Donovan,  Nikita Lyons..
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Phone 07 871 9677
Mobile, Bill 021 768 611

RD6, Te Awamutu

CONTRACTING
 REYMER
CONTRACTINGCONTRACTING

RD6, Te AwamutuRD6, Te Awamutu

• HAYLAGE •• HAYLAGE •

REYMER CONTRACTING
PIRONGIA

• Variable Chop Length
• All Raking Including
• Stacking Available

• SILAGE •• SILAGE •

• CULTIVATION •• CULTIVATION •

• Rotor Cut Bales
• Variable Chamber
• Mower Conditioner

• Tube Wrapping  
Specialists

• Easy Feeding
• Economical 

Continuous Wrapping

All cultivation and 
cropping services 
available:
MAIZE, TURNIPS, REGRASS
4x4 Spray Truck Available

 TELEPHONE  HAMILTON TOLL FREE 859 OHAUPO ROAD FACSIMILE
 07 872 0232 07 849 6000 TE AWAMUTU 07 871 8190
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Farm Machinery Centre

The The NEWNEW  NEW HOLLANDNEW HOLLAND
TSA TSA DELTA'SDELTA'S have arrived have arrived

Haydn Megaffin 
(0274) 428 056

 

Ken Seabright 
(0274) 437 729

www.norwood.co.nz/teawamutu
Craig Berkers 
(0274) 931 209

CONTACT US TODAY TO DISCUSS THE LATEST CONTACT US TODAY TO DISCUSS THE LATEST 
IN NEW HOLLAND TECHNOLOGYIN NEW HOLLAND TECHNOLOGY

Russ
Water Services

496 OHAUPO RD,
TE AWAMUTU

PH: 871 3100

Rural Water Supplies • Domestic Plumbing 
Pool & Spa Supplies • Dairymaster Milking Machines

• Late Model Ditch Witch
Trencher 45Hp

• Design and installation of
water and effluent systems

• Upgrade of existing 
systems

• Cable Laying

• Fast, effective, competitive

• Complete project services

•  6 way back fill blade

•  Quality operators

•  Competitive Rates

Complete Trenching ServicesComplete Trenching Services

Quality Business is Doing it Right the First Time
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Gary and his team have many years experience 
in the silage and haymaking industry

Contact Gary or Tracy on (07) 871 1843 
or Garys mobile 0274 166 705

  For all your silage and      For all your silage and    
    haymaking needs....    haymaking needs....

Our services includeOur services include
Mowing • Mowing • 

Conditioning •Conditioning •
Raking • Baling •Raking • Baling •

Individual wrapping •Individual wrapping •
Tube wrapping •Tube wrapping •

Ploughing •Ploughing •
Power Harrowing • Power Harrowing • 
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Rodger White
Contracting Ltd

New Vicon RF 
235 Balepack
with 3D wrapper - 
for superior 
wrapped baleage.

Round Silage and Hay
Regrassing/Undersowing
Crop Planting
Ploughing
Tractor and Trailer Hire

For all your agricultural requirements

One Call does 

it ALL!
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Rodger & Valida WhiteRodger & Valida White
Corcoran Road, Te Pahu. Corcoran Road, Te Pahu. 
Phone: (m) 021 586 704, (a/h) 07 825 9105Phone: (m) 021 586 704, (a/h) 07 825 9105

Blustery weather doesn’t deter students 

WHAT A WINNER: this shot of Georgia Murray (11) ‘chatting’ 
with her Ayrshire calf Stella was the winning entry in 
the Paterangi School Agricultural Day photographic 
competition. The photo, taken by her Georgia’s mother 
Angela, successfully met the criteria of showing the  
relationship between a student and his/her pet.  

Pirongia pupils present well prepared pets 
Pirongia School welcomed their own stu-

dents, as well as some from Hauturu and 
Ngutunui to their annual Agricultural day 
last week.

 In all there were 54 lambs, 27 calves and 
15 goats entered.

 While it was a little windy, there were gen-
erally good conditions enjoyed by entrants as 
well as the large number of family, friends and 
sponsors who supported the event.  

KIDS 
MOST OBVIOUS PET
Novice: Hayley Gibson 1, Hannah-Lou 

Hittman 2. 
Junior: Rory McGregor 1, Keegan Barker 

2, Tayla Nunns 3, La’Keisha Brown 4, Sam 
Gibson 5.

Intermediate: Megan Nunns 1, Danielle 
McGregor 2, Jah’Quion Brown 3, Morgan 
Ward 4.

Senior: Sam Shaw (Hauturu School) 1, 
Gerard Hasnip 2, Lydia Barker 3, Ricky 
Ward 4.

Champion – Hayley Gibson, Reserve 
Champion – Hannah-Lou Hittman.

LEADING
Novice: Hayley Gibson 1, Hannah-Lou 

Hittman 2.
Junior: Tayla Nunns 1, Sam Gibson 2, 

La’Keisha Brown 3, Rory McGregor 4, 
Keegan Barker 5. 

Intermediate: Megan Nunns 1, Danielle 
McGregor 2, Morgan Ward 3, Jah’Quion 
Brown 4.

Senior: Ricky Ward 1, Sam Shaw (Hauturu 
School) 2, Lydia Barker 3, Gerard Hasnip 4.

Champion – Tayla Nunns, Reserve Cham-
pion – Ricky Ward.

REARING
Novice: Hannah-Lou Hittman 1, Hayley 

Gibson 2.
Junior: La’Keisha Brown 1, Rory McGregor 

2, Keegan Barker 3, Sam Gibson 4, Tayla 
Nunns 5.

Intermediate: Megan Nunns 1, Danielle 

McGregor 2, Morgan Ward 3, Jah’Quion 
Brown 4.

Senior: Lydia Barker 1, Ricky Ward 2, Sam 
Shaw (Hauturu School) 3, Gerard Hasnip 4.

LAMBS
MOST OBVIOUS PET
Novice: Haydee Wood 1, Luke Henderson 

2, Ethan Smith 3, Chloe Steel 4, Jack Shep-
pard 5. Blake Van Straalen 1, Daniel Rennie 
2, Nikita Scott 3, Zoe Kaihe 4, Thomas St 
Pierre 5.

Junior: Jaiden Nicholas 1, Dionne Rennie 
2, Corbin Gibb-Christieson 3, Allex McDonald 
4, Ruby Ranstead 5.

Intermediate: Shonise Price 1, Shane Todd 
2, Jacqui McDonald 3, Kylah Bardsley 4, Je-
neane Malan 5.

Senior: Melanie Allen 1, Tirita Edwards 
2, Briar Johnston 3, William Blake 4, Brady 
McFarlane 5.

Champion – Melanie Allen, Reserve 
Champion – Jaiden Nicholas

LEADING
Novice: Haydee Wood 1, Jack Sheppard 2, 

Luke Henderson 3, Jessica Sheehy 4, 
Kayla Malan 5. Jaime Brough 1, Thomas St 
Pierre 2, Rhiannon Smith 3, Daniel Rennie 4, 
Zoe Kaihe 5.

Junior: Corbin Gibb-Christieson 1, Dana 
Lile 2, Ashleigh Brough 3, Ben Brough 4, 
Allex McDonald 5.

Intermediate: Hayley Nunns 1, James 
Ranstead 2, Jacob Steele 3, Hollie Scott 4, 
Jeneane Malan 5.

Senior: Lydia Yeates 1, Alice Bolwell 2, 
Aran Newton 3, Sean Scott 4, Te Rewa 
Price 5.

Champion - Hayley Nunns, Reserve 
Champion – Lydia Yeates

REARING
Novice: Early - Haydee Wood 1, Kayla Ma-

lan 2, Jessica Sheehy 3, Thomas St Pierre 4. 
Late - Kayla McFarlane 1, Jaime Brough 2, 
Daniel Rennie 3, Jack Sheppard 4. 

Junior: Early - Dionne Rennie 1, Allex Mc-
Donald 2, Ben Brough 3, Ashleigh Brough 4, 
Micheal Barton 5.

Late - Corbin Gibb-Christieson 1, Jaiden 
Nicholas 2, Ruby Ranstead 3, Chnae Todd 
4.

Intermediate: Early - Hayley Nunns 1, 
Jeneane Malan 2, Jacqui McDonald 3, Hollie 
Scott 4, Jonathan St Pierre 5. Late - Phillip 
Morgenthaler 1, James Ranstead 2, Jade 
Sutton 3, Shonise Price 4,  Jacob Steele 5. 

Senior: Early - Olivia Bell 1, Melanie 
Allen 2, Tirita Edwards 3, Sean Scott 4, Briar 
Johnston 5. Late - Brady McFarlane 1, Arna 
Newton 2, Lydia Yeates 3, William Blake 4, 
Alice Bolwell 5.

CALVES
LEADING
Novice: Crystyn Pask 1, Lucy Stockdale 

(Ngutunui) 2, Katherine Naylor 3, Daniel 
Belk 4.

Junior: Sarah Hazlehurst (Ngutunui) 1, 
Cassandra Morgenthlaer 2, Emily Naylor 3, 
Robert Belk 4, Julius Bell (Ngutunui) 5.

Intermediate: Karn Morrison 1, Todd Barry 
2, Niamh Scanlon 3, Ashleigh Van Den Broek 
4, Thomas Scanlon 5.

Senior: Asaph Price 1, Tori Barton 2, Ki-
eran Macky 3, Michael Hasnip 4, Nathan Van 

Den Broek 5.
Champion – Karn Morrison (Pirongia), 

Sarah Hazlehurst (Ngutunui)
Reserve Champion – Crystyn Pask
REARING
Novice: Lucy Stockdale (Ngutunui) 1, 

Crystyn Pask 2, Katherine Naylor 3, Daniel 
Belk 4.

Junior: Sarah Hazlehurst (Ngutunui) 1, 
Emily Naylor 2, Clinton McDonald 3, Julius 
Bell (Ngutunui) 4, Cassandra Morgenthaler 
5.

Intermediate: Ashleigh Van Den Broek 
1, Karn Morrison 2, Todd Barry 3, Thomas 
Scanlon 4, Niamh Scanlon 5.

Senior: Makayla McDonald 1, Asaph Price 
2, Michael Hasnip 3, Megan Wheeler 4, 
Nathan Van Den Broek 5.

Champion – Ashleigh Van Den Broek 
(Pirongia), Sarah Hazlehurst (Ngutunui)

Reserve Champion – Makayla McDonald
DAIRY TYPE
AYRSHIRE: Kieran Macky 1.
FRIESIAN: Cassandra Morgenthaler 1, 

Michael Hasnip 2, Nathan Van Den Broek 
3,Tukaha Briggs 4, Katherine Naylor 5.

BEEF: Robert Belk 1, David Belk 2, Niamh 
Scanlon 3, Thomas Scanlon 4, Daniel Belk 
5. 

JERSEY: Early - Emily Naylor 1, Makayla 
McDonald 2, Karn Morrison 3, Megan 
Wheeler 4, Clinton McDonald 5. Late - Luck 
Stockdale (Ngutunui) 1, Todd Barry 2, Sarah 
Hazlehurst (Ngutunui) 3, Crystyn Pask 4, 
Julius Bell (Ngutunui) 5.

BEST DRESSED
KID: Sam Gibson 1,  Danielle McGregor 

2,  Tayla Nunns 3,  Hayley Gibson 4, Morgan 
Ward 5.

LAMB: Jessica Sheehy 1, Kayla McFar-
lane 2, Jack Sheppard 3, Harry Sheehy 4, 
Nikita Scott 5.

CALVES: David Belk 1, Robert Belk/
Crystyn Pask 2, Daniel Belk 3, Laura Far-
rell 4.

PIRONGIA pupil Jah’Quion Brown gives his goat Chippy a tidy up ready 
for the rearing ring.  
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129 MARKET STREET, TE AWAMUTU • PH (07) 871 7099 • FAX (07) 871 8435

SINGLETON and HANSEN
PLUMBING LTD

THINKINGTHINKING  
WATER TANKS?

Suppliers of:
Microlene Water Filters
Water Pumps
Polyethylene Tanks

290R
R

005-06

• Plumbing • Gas Fitting • Drainage • Roofing • Spouting • Heating• Water Tanks • Plumbing Supplies

Master
Plumbers

THINKINGTHINKING  
WATER TANKS?WATER TANKS?

Guaranteed Lowest Prices 

of Water Tanks 
in N.Z.      

■ Rotor Swather ■ 36cu.m Trailers 
■ 14 Tonne Stack Tractor 

■ Round/square hay and silage bailing

We Pride Ourselves on Reliability

•M&B•
CONTRACTING

Phone 07 871 2726Phone 07 871 2726

FARM MACHINERY CENTRE

MACHINERY SOLD 
and SERVICED BY

859 Ohaupo Rd, Te Awamutu

Anthony Anthony 
MetcalfeMetcalfe
021 821 809021 821 809

WernerWerner
BetschartBetschart
021 821 808021 821 808

Deane Deane 
ParkesParkes
027 5611 862027 5611 862

Silage Hay 
Mowing

New 6.4 twin mower/conditioner

Maize 
Planting

Amazone 8 Row 
precision planter

262RR021-06

Grass and 
Maize Silage 
Harvesting

New Holland FX60 self propelled 
forage harvester plus our own trucks 

for long distance road haulage.

• Transporting all types of Bulk 
Product to your satisfaction

• Sand - Metal - Lime, etc.
• Truck and loader hire

Pirongia Road, RD6
Te Awamutu
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C A R T A G E  C O N T R A C T O R

Phone 871 4366 • Fax 871 5401
Mobile 0274 78 78 30

Bacterial inoculants are gaining in-
creasing popularity as New Zealand 
farmers strive to improve the quality 
of their silage. There are a range of 
products commercially available so 
what should you look for when decid-
ing which inoculant to use?

“First of all farmers must realise that 
not all inoculants are the same,” says 
Dr Jakob Kleinmans, forage products 
manager for Pioneer Brand Products.

“Just as two bulls differ in their abil-
ity to sire high producing daughters, 
different bacteria strains differ in the 
effect that they have on silage fermen-
tation. There are literally thousands of 
strains of bacteria within each species. 
Just because the bacteria name on 
the label is the same, does not mean 
that the contents will deliver the same 
fermentation or animal performance 
benefi ts.”

Dr Kleinmans suggests that farmers 
choosing an inoculant should choose 
a product that is:

● Crop Specifi c - Where possible 
buy a product that is specifi cally 
designed for the crop that you are 
ensiling. The bacteria found in silage 
inoculants are lactic acid producing 
bacteria that have been found on vari-
ous crops and silages. Certain strains 
of bacterial species grow best on 
specifi c crops probably because each 
crop has a unique mix of nutrients in 
the plant juices. “ 

● Guaranteed High Quality - Inocu-
lants work by applying large quantities 
of benefi cial bacteria which multiply 
and out compete the naturally occur-
ring bacteria. Independent research 
has shown that, in most cases, it 
requires 100,000 colony forming units 
(cfu) of inoculant bacteria to dominate 
the fermentation. “While some compa-
nies may claim that their product is su-
perior because it contains more bugs 

this is misleading.” says Dr Kleinmans. 
“Products containing less competi-

tive bacterial strains may need to be 
applied in higher amounts to achieve 
the same result as a quality product 
containing a lower number of more 
competitive strains.”

Dr Kleinmans recommends that 
inoculant users should never buy a 
product that has no bacteria number 
guarantee on the label.

“It is also important to ensure that 
the manufacturer of the product has 
a quality control system (e.g. ISO 
registration) in place to ensure that 
every bottle of product is of the high-
est quality.”

● Proven by Animal Performance 
Trials as well as Fermentation Stud-
ies - A summary by Dr Richard Muck, 
US Dairy Forage Research Centre 
showed that silage inoculants can im-
prove drymatter recovery by 2-3% and 
animal performance by 3-5%. 

“It is important to choose products 
that have animal performance data as 
well as fermentation studies,” says Dr 
Kleinmans. 

“Because the animal performance 
advantage is small, trials should be 
conducted to strict scientifi c protocols 
under controlled research conditions 
to ensure that the data is credible.”

“At Pioneer we offer a range of 
proven, crop specifi c inoculants,” says 
Dr Kleinmans. 

“We also offer products that improve 
aerobic stability so that silage keeps 
its quality for longer at feed-out time.”

“Making good silage is more than 
just a matter of piling chopped plants,” 
Dr Kleinmans concludes. 

“There’s a lot of science and tech-
nology involved. At Pioneer we test 
thousands of laboratory silos each 
year as we strive to create improved 
silage inoculants.”

Choosing the right 
silage inoculant
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When it comes to parts and service backup,
there’s John Deere from Walsh Motors

Then there’s the rest

Walsh Motors Ltd
Dealership Leadership

Cambridge
07 827 5184

Owen Jessop - Cambridge
0274 740 515

Don Workman - Te Aroha
027 437 2615

Alan Barclay - Te Awamutu
027 294 4392

Ken Walsh - Cambridge
0274 939 410

For  lifestyle and lawnmower 
enquiries Phil Gutsell - 0274 371 759

Log on to our website for more information 
and photos of these listed tractors

www.walshmotors.co.nz  Email: walshmotors@xtra.co.nz

NEW NEW 
TRACTORSTRACTORS

ASK US
ABOUT FINANCE
ABOUT FINANCE

Finance available through John Deere 
Credit Ltd to approved applications only.

CONDITIONS APPLY
58hp, ehydro, complete with 400X Loader, 

only 1 left. Phone Phil Gutsell 0274 371 759

John Deere 
4720

$42,500 + gst

80hp, ROPS, 16x16 speed, 540 PTO, 63 
litres per min hydraulic fl ow, comes with John 

Deere 631 self level loader, 3rd service on loader, 
2m bucket and sunroof. No trade

John Deere 
6120

$63,500 + gst

John Deere 
6320

$72,500 + gst
100hp, 24x24 speed power quad transmission, 

comes with John Deere 651 NSL loader, 3rd 
service on loader, 2m bucket and sunroof, 96 litre 

per min hydraulics. No trade

90hp, ROPS, 16x16 speed power quad transmis-
sion, front guards, comes with John Deere 631 

self level loader, 3rd service on loader, 2m bucket, 
96 litre per min hydraulics and sunroof. No trade

John Deere 
6220

$66,000 + gst
110hp, cab, autopower IVT, TLS suspension, 

passenger seat and seatbelt, front and 
rear guards. No trade

John Deere 
6420 Premium

$99,950 + gst

WANTED to PurchaseWANTED to Purchase
Late model - Low hours  John Deere Tractors

Ask about the new John Deere POWERGARD PROTECTION PLAN (PPP)
The ultimate protection plan for your new John Deere tractor

290RR023-06

Walsh Motors Ltd
Dealership Leadership

TE AWAMUTU: Churchill St
Phone (07) 872 0230 
Fax (07) 872 0229
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ngratulations
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ngratulations
The DeVries family 

WINNERS
OF THE GALLAGHER MOUNTAIN BIKE 

GIVEAWAY PROMOTION

SmartScale 500

EID compatible
Intermediate level automatic weigh scale
Includes all of the features of the 
SmartScale 300 plus:
• Direct interface to EID reader and 

 automated drafter.
• MyScale Pro software supplied.
• Stores 5 digit tag numbers plus 2 

 digit condition scores.
• Three way drafting.

Check out Gallagher’s “Check out Gallagher’s “OFF THE SCALEOFF THE SCALE” savings on the complete ” savings on the complete 
range on SmartScale weigh indicators and quality loadbars.range on SmartScale weigh indicators and quality loadbars.

+ 2 Tonne loadbars 600mm+ 2 Tonne loadbars 600mm

Darren Smith 
(Gallaghers), 
Gary Cameron 
(Farmlands) and 
Darrell Jones 
(Gallagher Territory 
Manager) 
presenting Jurgen 
and Rowen De Vries 
with a GIANT 
Mountain Bike.

SPECIAL PRICE $$2244.00.00

SAVE UP TO $963.00!

The forestry industry looks set to 
have better technology at its fi ngertips 
with the announcement that ATLAS 
Technology has become a Microsoft 
Certifi ed Partner. 

ATLAS Technology is a leading 
provider of forestry software in New 
Zealand. The company, a commercial 
business unit of New Zealand Crown 
Research Institute, Scion, develops 
software tools that are applicable for 
all levels of forestry management. 

ATLAS Manager, Sarah Heine, says 
becoming a Microsoft partner repre-
sents ATLAS’ commitment to develop-
ing all its software in Microsoft .Net. 

“In the past we’ve developed tech-
nologies using a variety of develop-
ment tools, but this led to increased 
complexity and slowed development. 
We are now going to standardise on 
.Net.”

Standardising the software will 
make development, testing and main-
tenance more streamlined - enabling 
Atlas to produce state-of-the-art for-
estry software. 

“Everything will be more standard-
ised - we’ll be developing in Microsoft 
.Net and integrating with Microsoft 
operation systems, applications and 

databases. The tools are leading edge 
and industry standard, which is a big 
advantage in reducing time-to-market 
and also in ongoing maintenance of 
existing products. 

“The accreditation means we have 
access to a much wider variety of 
Microsoft software and technical 
support. That means we can not only 
undertake more proactive testing, but 
can more easily solve compatibility 
issues and provide better services to 
our clients.”

To become a Microsoft Certifi ed 
Partner, ATLAS submitted its ATLAS 
Forecaster application to a testing 
agency and provided customer testi-
monials on the product to confi rm its 
value to their business. 

The ATLAS Technology team in-
cludes technical software engineers, 
software testers, helpdesk and cli-
ent service managers. Software is 
produced for managing forestry and 
includes modules on everything from 
collecting plot data, to scheduling 
planting and forecasting yields. 

The company’s suite of software 
runs on Microsoft Windows and can 
be integrated with GIS, MS Offi ce 
products and other applications.

Forestry software 
gets Microsoft’s 
nod of approval

RRural ural RRoundupoundup
A monthly supplement of the Te Awamutu CourierA monthly supplement of the Te Awamutu Courier
Phone 871 5151 for your advertising or editorial needsPhone 871 5151 for your advertising or editorial needs
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• McHale Fusion Baler wrapper c/w cc

• Claas Swather, Lely mower and Tedder

• Top Machinery, Top Service

PHONE: WILLIE BERKERS
A/h: 07 871 8878  •  Mob: 0274 988 552
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C O N T R A C T I N G

Silage & Hay Baling Specialists

Berkers Farms LtdBerkers Farms Ltd

290RR040/06

Waikato’s new moo loo
A large covered toilet for cows now takes pride 

of place among the more usual outbuildings on 
Dexcel’s Scott research farm at Newstead near 
Hamilton.

It is known as a Herd Home and is a small version 
of the increasingly popular Herd Homes developed 
in Northland. 

The plastic roofed building has only been up a 
month and is already a popular spot for the farm’s 
research herd to complete their ruminations. 

The building has a serious intent behind it, how-
ever. It plays a key role in Dexcel’s new ‘Tight N’ - N 
for nitrogen - farm trial that kicked off in June this 
season.

DAIRY farm assistant Rochelle Stanaway in rumen 
long drop at Dexcel’s Tight N Farmlet.

TRIAL AIMS
The aim of the trial is to produce 1200kg of milk 

solids from a typical Waikato self-contained farm, 
but with only half the average amount of nitrogen 
leached into waterways. 

This equates to reducing leaching to 25kg of ni-
trogen per hectare per year - almost half the amount 
measured for a similar herd over the past four years 
at Scott farm.

“One of the biggest issues facing New Zealand 
dairying is the level of nitrogen loss and nitrate 
leaching into waterways as a result of herd intensifi -
cation,” says project manager Chris Glassey.

The dairy industry has launched several initiatives 
to reduce environmental impacts in recent years. 
These include the Clean Streams Accord, and the 
recently established Dairy Environmental Strategy. 

With funding coming through Dairy Insight and 
the Sustainable Farming Fund, the Tight N farm 
trials provide New Zealand dairy farmers with prac-
tical examples of how these strategies apply at an 
on-farm level.

ONE OF THREE PROTOTYPES
The farmlet is one of three prototype farms being 

run by Dexcel. The other two are the Super Produc-
tivity farm, aimed at lifting milk solids per hectare, 
and the Greenfi eld Project, trialling robotic milking.

The Herd Home consists of a covered plastic 
roof and a concrete bunker for collecting dung and 
urine. 

This can be loaded out annually and spread as 
fertiliser. Cows stand on a slatted concrete fl oor 
especially burred to protect their feet from bruising, 
while supplement can be fed alongside the walls.

Winter is a critical time for nitrogen leaching on 
dairy properties when high ground water levels re-
sult in nitrates from urine leaching more easily into 
groundwater and drains. 

Cows were routinely run into the Herd Home post-
grazing during wet periods. 

This prevents them pugging paddocks, damaging 
the soil profi le and continuing to put nitrates into that 
profi le, in the form of urine. 

The 210sqm building can hold up to 60 cows and 
has a roof vent to allow air circulation.

“Our results at this stage indicate by on-off graz-
ing we can reduce nitrate leaching by 25% during 
the winter period,” says Chris Glassey.

The Dexcel facility can be split in half, with sepa-
rate bunkers for muck and urine allowing research-
ers to study nutrient levels and nitrate content of 
different diets trialled on farm herds.

DIETRY EXPERIMENTS
Dietary experiments include greater use of maize 

silage, which can reduce urine nitrogen content and 
deliver higher milk protein instead. 

Alternative legume crops that reduce urine nitro-
gen levels may also be trialled.

“Indications are that the nitrate level of the bunker 
compost is around 3%, and we would distribute it 

onto paddocks to be cultivated in spring,” says Chris 
Glassey.

The herd home is only one tool scientists are 
analysing on the trial, a spin-off from Dexcel’s Re-
source Effi cient Dairying (RED) trials that ran for 
four years.

These trials achieved a four year average of 
1080kg MS/ha with 34kg of nitrogen leached per 
hectare per year, against a ‘control’ farm of 47kg 
N/ha/year.

The farm is also on its third application of Eco-N, 
a nitrifi cation inhibitor that is sprayed on post-graz-
ing. 

The inhibitors prevent ammonia in the soil being 
converted to leach-able nitrates. 

Early results indicate a 20% reduction in nitrogen 
loss with the inhibitor’s application.

What urea is applied goes on only outside the ‘at 
risk leaching’ period of May to September, with total 
application for the year estimated to be no more 
than 150 kg N per hectare.

Interest in the trials has come from farmers in the 
Taupo district who now face nitrogen caps on their 
properties and need new ways to maintain their 
farm’s profi tability under that challenge.

Chris Glassey says the biggest challenge for the 
Tight N project is to fi nd if it is possible to operate 
at high levels of fi nancial returns, but move the envi-
ronmental impact of nitrogen back to safer levels.
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Direct to your farm

Environment Waikato has under-
taken trials of the rabbit haemorrhagic 
disease (RHD) in the Taupo area and 
on the Coromandel Peninsula with 
mixed results.

The most successful results were in 
Matarangi, where rabbit populations 
fell by 50%, and in Kuratau-Omori area 
which showed a 47% positive result. 

The rabbit control also had some 
success in Pauanui, where the rabbit 
population fell by 25%. But the trial was 
unsuccessful in Kinloch.

“In the Waikato region, it is the re-
sponsibility of landowners to control 
rabbits on their property. However, this 
can be a real challenge for absentee 
owners and people in built-up areas 
where control methods like poisoning, 
shooting, trapping are not possible 
or practicable,” says Environment 
Waikato biosecurity operations man-
ager Peter Russell.

“Environment Waikato therefore 
maintains an annual, low-level con-
trol programme at a few priority sites 
within the rabbit-prone zones. Given 
that some of these zones are in built-
up areas, such as Pauanui, we have 
wanted to trial RHD as an alternative 
way of controlling rabbits.

“However the RHD operation is 
something new for us, and the re-
sults were mixed. This sort of partial 
success is showing up as a standard 
response across the country.

“The trial suggests that while RHD 
has its place, it is not a silver bullet.”

While the RHD operation achieved 
successful results in Matarangi and 
Kuratau-Omori, the trial in the Kinloch 
area showed no noticeable effect on 
the rabbit population. 

“The poor result obtained at Kinloch 
is probably due to bait shyness from 
previous extensive poisoning opera-
tions last year, and the comparatively 
high immunity rate to the disease with 
eight out of the 30 samples showing 
immunity.”

Environment Waikato is likely to use 
the RHD virus again at priority sites 
within the region’s rabbit prone zones.

“We need all the methods that are 
available to control rabbits in prone 
areas like around Lake Taupo, which 
have light sandy pumice soils,” Mr Rus-
sell said. 

RHD is a highly contagious disease 
of European rabbits that causes death 
within 30-40 hours. The virus, which 
can be used in high density urban ar-
eas, was released in June and used as 
a biocide to target adult rabbits outside 
the breeding season.

The rabbits were targeted with carrot 
pieces infected with the RHD virus laid 
along bait lines in the late afternoon 
and evening, with uneaten bait recov-
ered the following day. Assessments of 
rabbit numbers were carried out before 
and after the operation.

Mixed results 
from RHD trials

The decision to re-vamp the 
dairy industry’s award system is 
‘logical, positive and forward looking,’ 
according to Dairy InSight chairman 
Doug Leeder. 

  Commenting on the decision to 
merge the Sharemilker of the Year, 
Dairy Excellence Awards and Dairy 
Trainee of the Year competition, Mr 
Leeder said the new model would 
better refl ect the structure, objectives 
and realities of today’s dairy industry. 

“The move is a welcome 
demonstration of industry unity and 
will encourage excellence at all levels. 
And I particularly welcome the fact 
that the best of the old competitions 
will be retained.” 

He said Dairy InSight Board member 
and prominent Taranaki farmer, Philip 
Luscombe would be a trustee of the 
New Zealand Dairy Industry Awards 
Trust, which will oversee the new 
competition. 

Awards refl ect industry 
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BENSON ROAD, TE AWAMUTU • Phone: 07 870 2411 
www.powerfarming.co.nz

Te Awamutu

WORKSHOP

Did you know?

PARTS
Huge range of Parts 
and Accessories instore

Service Manager: Alistair Britton 
Service On Call: PH 07 870 2411

THIS MONTHS SPECIAL

Parts Manager: Fred Thomas
Mobile 0274 807 0001
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THIS MONTHS SPECIAL

We stock genuine parts plus the 
after market range meaning we 
can provide parts for nearly any 
make or model. 

The PowerFarming national 
parts centre stocks over 
1 million individual items

As well as mechanical repairs 
we have full engineering

workshop facilities.

Our team can often repair a 
part more cheaply than the 
cost of a replacement one.

WHILE STOCKS LAST

Swivel Socket 
Wrench Set
8 piece $41.20
now 
ONLY $18+GST

Combination 
Spanner Set

10 piece $28.35

now ONLY 
$12+GST

WHILE STOCKS LAST

VALID UNTIL 11/11/06

5% 
Discount

On all oils used on 
services with this voucher

-FARMERS-

PPPPrrrroooovvvviiiiddddiiiinnnngggg    ccccoooosssstttt     eeeeffffffffeeeecccctttt iiiivvvveeee
ssssoooolllluuuutttt iiiioooonnnnssss    ffffoooorrrr .... .... ....
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05● Contouring and land development

● Feed pads and building sites

● Farm races ● Farm drainage
● Drain Laying

Bond Road • Te Awamutu

We are Your 
Rural Specialists

● Stick Rake - cleans paddocks of all debris 
efficiently and quickly 

Phone Guy Pilkington

- Rural Contracts Manager, for all your

rural enquiries on 

07 871 4057 mob 021 371 829 

a/h 07 871 0363

CALVES
LEADING
Senior: Daniel Rust (Rosie) 

1, Mikayla Gaddes Valentine) 2, 
Samuel Moffi tt (Tip), Oliver Ackroyd 
(Mustang) 3=. Intermediate: Odette 
MacFarlane (Violet) 1, Matthew Mof-
fi tt (Coco) 2, Kevin Koopman (Monty) 
3. Junior: Helen Koopman (Wendy) 1, 
Alyx Kingston (Gliutter) 1, Emily Mof-
fi tt (daffodil) 3.

REARING
Senior: Samuel Moffi tt (Tip) 1, 

Daniel Rust (Rosie) 2, Mikalya Gad-
des (Valentine) 3. Intermediate: 
Odette McFarlane 1, Matthew Moffi tt 
(Coco) 2, Kevin Koopman (Monty) 3. 
Junior: Emily Moffi tt (Daffodil) 1, Alyx 
Kingston (Glitter) 2, Helen Koopman 
(Wendy) 3.

Leading Champion: Odette Mac-
farlane (Violet), Reserve Champion: 

Daniel Rust (Rosie).
Rearing Champion: Odette Mac-

Farlane (Violet), Reserve Champion: 
Samuel Moffi tt (Tip).

Champion Senior Cup: Daniel Rust 
(Rosie), Reserve Champion: Samuel 
Moffi tt (Tip). Champion Junior Cup: 
Odette MacFarlane (Violet), Reserve 
Champion: Alyx Kingston (Glitter).

LAMBS
MOST OBVIOUS PET
Senior: Patrick Cameron (Harold) 

1, Marian Uram (Fluffy) 2, Ben Yates 
(Luke) 3. Intermediate: Armaan Hus-
sein (Sugar) 1, Sam Fullerton-Smith 
(Spot) 2, Hine Blackmoore (Milk-
shake) 3. Junior: Tom Elliott (Tiny 
Tina) 1, Ollie Saunders (Bouncer ) 
2, Blaire Fullerton-Smith (Bubbles), 
Isabella Bayley (Violet) 3,

LEADING
Senior: Marian Uram (Fluffy) 1, 

Ben Yates (Luke) 2, Nicholas El-
liott (Cathy) 3. Intermediate: Armaan 
Hussein (Sugar) 1, Sam Fullerton-
Smith (Spot) 2, Hine Blackmoore 
(Milkshake) 3. Junior: Ollie Saunders 
(Bouncer) 1, Isabella Bayley (Violet) 
2, Tom Elliott (Tiny Tina) 3.

REARING 
Late: Ollie Sunders (Bouncer ) 1, 

Sam Fullerton-Smith (Spot) 2, Blaire 
Fullerton-Smith (Bubbles) 3.

Early: Marian Uram (Fluffy) 1, Isa-
bella Bayley (Violet) 2, Patrick Cam-
eron (Harold) 3.

Champion Junior Cup: Armaan 
Hussein (Sugar). Champion Senior 
Cup: Marian Uram (Fluffy).

Champion MOP: Armaan Hussein 
(Sugar), Reserve Champion: Patrick 
Cameron (Harold).

Champion Leading: Marion Uram 
(Fluffy), Armaan Hussein (Sugar).

Wharepapa South School 
Agricultural  Day results 

WHAREPAPA SOUTH’S Samuel Moffi tt (right) takes out the senior dairy type light title at the Eastern 
Zone Group Day at Puahue School. Presenting ribbons is Russell Sowry of Arohena, supporting his 
granddaughter Rachel (3rd). In second was Reid McBeth and fourth Hannah Wallace, both of Pukeatua.
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234RR005-06

For friendly, personal service phone 872 0585
195 MAHOE STREET, TE AWAMUTU

www.gydewansbone.co.nz

Mervyn Gyde
CA - Director

Graeme Wansbone
CA - Director

Duncan Gray
B.Ag.Sc, BBS, CA - Assoc

HOME KILLS
For honest and 
efficient service
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MAC’S MEAMAC’S MEATSTS
Phone Richard or Donna (07) 871 6611, (021) 279 2201

NEW TRITON 4WD GLS SPORT $46,990*

271TC030-06

• 3.2 common rail intercooled turbo diesel producing 120kw power and 353Nm torque
• 3.5 V6 petrol  • Only 4WD ute with rear diff lock standard 
• 2,300kg braked towing capacity  • 1 tonne payload   • Driver & front passenger airbags
• Stronger chassis for better driving dynamics and safety 
• Large cabin size - comfortable for you and your mates • Class leading 11.8m turning circle
• Power rear window • 15,000kms or 6 months service intervals** 
• ‘Shift on the fl y’ 4WD up to 100km/h • *Colour coated canopy, 20” mags, tuff deck extra

We at Te Awamutu Mitsubishi are very passionate about 
this new ute and we think it is a winner against all brands

Please phone us for a 
test drive on 871 5048 or 

STU TERVIT 0274 827 856 
                       JOHN HARE 0274 427 856
        ALLAN PATTERSON 0274 427 853
                      

We would love you to have a 

either at our place or we would come 
to yours when convenient

GST 
inc.

*Plus On-Road costs

Depreciation - it is part of 
your fi nancial accounts

There have been a couple of 
changes to the tax situation regard-
ing Assets and depreciation so I 
thought it was time to revisit my 
article from three years ago.

Depreciation is a non cash 
charge against assets which re-
duces the value of the asset by 
taking into account the fact that the 
asset gets old or obsolete and may 
not be able to do the job as well as 
it did when it was fi rst purchased.

Depreciation only applies to 
those assets, which are used to 
generate income in the farmers 
business. There may also need 
to be an adjustment to the total 
depreciation charged to take into 
account the private use of an as-
set. We quite often make a private 
portion adjustment for the running 
of the family car. We will need to 
make the same adjustment for 
the depreciation we claim for the 
family car.

Each year the assets are depre-
ciated to recognise the fact that the 

assets are a year older, may not be 
quite as good at doing the job that 
they were purchased for and may 
have been replaced by a better 
model.

The Inland Revenue Department 
sets the Depreciation Rates for 
each asset to refl ect its estimated 
useful life and to write off the value 
of the asset over that life. This is 
where there has been a change 
as the Inland Revenue Department 
has increased the Depreciation 
Rates for all assets. This is an 
attempt to account for the rapid 
change in technology which means 
that there are new and better 
models of assets being produced 
much more frequently. Therefore it 
is much more likely that an asset 
will become obsolete much more 
quickly. 

A good example of this is the 
computer. The computer you pur-
chased a couple of years ago has 
already been superseded by the 
next generation of computer. So the 
depreciation rate for a computer is 
reasonably high to refl ect the rapid 
change in technology. 

The depreciation rate set for each 
asset also refl ects what the asset is 
used for. For example a chainsaw is 
depreciated quickly because there 
are new models produced regularly 
but it is also used to do hard work 
which means it may wear out more 
quickly. 

Compare this to a fi eld roller 
which may not be used as often 
and are much less likely to wear 
out. The fi eld roller depreciates at a 
quarter of the rate of the chainsaw.

The Inland Revenue Department 
allows a 20% loading on deprecia-
tion for assets that are purchased 
new. This refl ects that the deprecia-
tion of an asset occurs much faster 
when it is new. Consider the story 
of the new car – when you pur-
chase a new car it drops a quarter 
of its value as soon as you drive off 
the car lot!! The fi gures may not be 
quite right but the underlying theory 
is true. The 20% loading on depre-
ciation refl ects this loss in value be-
cause the asset is no longer new.

Finally the Inland Revenue De-
partment has increased the value 
of assets that have to be depreci-
ated. The value has increased from 
$200 to $500. So if an asset is 
valued at $500 we have to put it in 
the Asset Schedule and depreciate 
it whereas if the asset is valued at 
$499 we can treat it as an expense 
in the year it is purchased. 

At the end of the fi nancial year 
all the assets used in the business 
are depreciated and the amount of 
depreciation is subtracted from the 
operating profi t to calculate the tax-
able income.

If farmers have a large number 
of assets used in their business 
then the amount of depreciation 
claimed can be a large fi gure and 
can reduce the taxable profi t con-
siderably. It is therefore very impor-
tant that all the assets used in the 
farming business are recorded in 
the Asset Schedule and the correct 
amount of depreciation is claimed. 
You will need to discuss this with 
your accountant when you have 
you fi nancial accounts prepared.

Phone: 07 - 871 5151

Rural RoundupRural Roundup is a monthly
supplement of the

Te Awamutu Courier

By Duncan 
Gray —  
associate in 
the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm Gyde 
Wansbone.
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Facts for keeping free 
of fl eas this summer

Yes, it’s that time of year again! 
While it is common that fl eas are 
a year around problem because 
conditions inside the warm home 
in winter aid fl ea egg survival, we 
always see a higher incidence of 
fl eas in spring/early summer due 
to a sudden explosion of dormant 
eggs hatching.

In order to ensure good fl ea 
control it is important to know a few 
things about the fl ea lifecycle:

● The majority of the fl ea life 

cycle (95%) occurs off the pet – in 
the environment where the pet lives 
and sleeps. So just one fl ea on your 
pet usually means 19 other fl eas 
elsewhere.

● When on your pet, fl eas have 
an amazing ability to reproduce – 
within 24 -48 hours of their fi rst bite 
they are producing eggs. On aver-
age 27 eggs per day are produced 
and over 2000 eggs in their lifetime. 
This is equivalent of producing their 
body weight in eggs per day while 
consuming 15 times their body 
weight in blood daily!

● The eggs that are laid develop 
in the environment and the com-
plete life cycle can take as little as 
12 days under the right conditions 
especially in summer.

● Fleas are sourced from the 
environment where other pets have 
been such as your backyard, your 
home or the park. Rarely do fl eas 
jump from pet to pet.

● Once fl ea contamination of 
your home occurs, it is diffi cult and 
time consuming to fi x it, especially 
if you have carpets and soft furnish-

ings where eggs may be laid.
Prevention is always the best ap-

proach and involves:
● Treating every pet in the 

household all year round.
● Using an effective and vet-

erinary recommended product 
fi rst up that will rapidly control the 
adult fl eas as well as all stages in 
the pet’s environment. Don’t waste 
money on ineffective fl ea powders 
and collars that will not kill these 
other stages and therefore do not 
break the fl ea life cycle.

● Always using a product as 
directed on the label. If the product 
is a monthly application then it is no 
good putting it on once every two 
months!

There are several excellent vet-
erinary products on the market and 
many now have a wormer included 
in a topical spot-on (great for those 
cats that are tricky to pill!). 

Have a talk to your friendly re-
ceptionist, vet nurse or veterinarian 
next time you are in the clinic and 
they will be able to advise you as to 
which product is best for you.

By Janine 
Devaney — 
Veterinarian 
in the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm 
VetEnt
Te Awamutu.

PET
W.O.F.

Check your pets are up to date 
with their annual health check, 

vaccinations, fl ea and worm 
treatments before the busy 

Christmas holidays are upon us.

Come in for your 
Pet W.O.F. and get your 
entry form stamped for 

the chance to win 
a MILLION

290RR010-06

We are the specialists in all fertiliser, lime and high 
analysis groundspreading.

We have the latest 4WD groundspreading trucks.

All equipped with flotation tyres and latest 
computer systems for precise fertiliser application.

192RR026-06

Phone Tony 07 871 6281
DEPOT: 126 Paterangi Road, 

Te Awamutu
Fax: 07 871 8532,  

Mobile: 0800 923 883

All trucks are  Certified

NO.1
ALSO AVAILABLE:

• MINI SPREADERS • SALVAGE WINCH 
• ORGANIC FERTILISER SPREADERS 

• LOADER FOR ON FARM JOBS.

Plus, for your convenience we                 
have our own bulk stores.

So for a first class job at a fair                   
and competitive price.

The latest developments in DNA 
traceability will help New Zealand 
sell its top quality meat to discern-
ing international consumers at a 
considerable premium, say AgRe-
search scientists.

Under the method, DNA sam-
ples are collected from all of the 
animals contributing to each batch 
of meat patties. DNA is extracted 
from each sample and profi led 
using microsatellites. When con-
fi rmation of the batch of origin is 
required, sub samples from a test 
patty are dismantled into individual 
meat fi bres. The DNA is then ex-
tracted from several of those fi bres 
and profi led using the same micro-
satellites.

The DNA profi les from the patty 
samples are compared with DNA 
profi les from all possible batches of 
the contributing animals. By match-
ing some of the DNA profi les from 
the patty to the DNA profi les of a 
subset of the contributing animals, 
the batch of origin is established.

Consumers and governmental 
regulatory regimes will increas-
ingly demand better food safety, 
improved animal welfare and infor-
mation regarding the authenticity 
of foodstuffs derived from animals. 
DNA traceability technology allows 
us to comply with these demands.

Current traceability techniques 
that don’t involve DNA use visual 
identifi ers, such as tags.

Even in systems that are de-
signed specifi cally to track product 
derived from individual animals, up 
to 10% may still be mislabelled. 
This problem increases several-
fold in the manufacture of ground 
meat. DNA can prove identity for 
meat traceability, brand protection, 
fraud detection and non-label spe-
cies contamination.

Branding is particularly impor-
tant for New Zealand. In most 
offshore markets we already have 
a strong brand presence as a sup-
plier of premium meat products. 
Through DNA traceability we can 
back this up with real information 
that will be compelling for buyers 
the world over.

DNA traceability adds value
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By Davina 
Cochrane 
—  a 
solicitor in 
the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm Gallie 
Miles.

Who is responsible 
for clearing drains

Have you ever wondered who is re-
sponsible for clearing the drains either 
on or adjoining your property? 

Well, there are two types of drains. 
Those that are private drains which 
will have been constructed by land-
owners or occupiers, and those drains 
which are specifi ed as public drains by 
a Local Authority. The following briefl y 
looks at the rights and responsibilities 
of owners and occupiers of land, in re-
gards to private and public drains. 

The use and maintenance of both 
private and public drains in the Waipa 
District is regulated by the Land Drain-
age Act 1908, the Local Government 
Act 1974, and the Waipa District 
Drainage Bylaw 1991. 

How do I know if the drains are 
public or private drains? 

If you are unsure about whether 
or not the drains on your property or 
on the boundary of your property are 
private or public drains I suggest you 
enquire at the Waipa District Council 
or your particular Council offi ce. The 
Council keep drainage maps which 
should record if a drain is a public 
drain.

Private and Public Drains - What 
are my duties as a landowner?

If you are an owner or occupier of 
land and have drains on the property 
or on the boundary of your property, 
then you are responsible for main-
taining and keeping the drains clean 

and clear of debris, including natural 
debris and growth. 

As an owner and/or occupier of 
land you must also ensure that you 
do not –

● Permit any discharge of any sub-
stance, into either public or private 
drains, which may affect or impede 
the quality of water or the drain itself.

● Plant any tree or plant or erect 
any fence or structure on or within 
thirty-fi ve feet from the banks of a 
public drain where they will, or will be 
likely to, obstruct the maintaining or 
clearing of drains by any machinery or 
apparatus belonging to Council.

● Damage or allow drains to be 
damaged by your stock.

● Destroy or interfere with any plant 
which is planted or permitted by the 
Council to grow for the protection or 
otherwise of the bank or drain.

If the drain is on the boundary of 
your property and there is an adjoin-
ing neighbour you should try and 
come to an arrangement with the 
adjoining owner/occupier as to the 
maintenance of the drain. 

NOTICE TO CLEAN
The Council has the right to request 

by written notice that owner(s) of pri-
vate drains which are connected to 
the Council’s drains –

● Clear and clean to the Councils 
satisfaction any private drain and 
branches of that drain.

● Remove any tree or other ob-
struction which the Council thinks may 
damage or block any public drain.

Can I alter a drain? 
If you are planning to alter a private 

or public drain in any way then Coun-
cil’s consent must be obtained and 
you may need the consent of the Re-
gional Council and your neighbours.

Need to know more?
If you need to fi nd out more informa-

tion about your rights and responsi-
bilities in regards to private and public 
drains on your property, I suggest you 
see a lawyer or visit the Council. 
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    38 Kawhia Road 274 Rickit Road
 OTOROHANGA TE AWAMUTU 
 Ph/Fax 07 873 8223 Ph/Fax 07 871 5620

Fencing has just become easier, 
faster and more affordable than 
ever with the revolutionary new 
9 Wire Battenless X Fence.

For full details see the team at:

100m Rolls....

200m Rolls....

$151.70
+GST

$297.70
+GST

head 
office:

LOOK MUMLOOK MUM
NONO  

BATTENS!!BATTENS!!

Crn Alexandra St & Paterangi Rd, Te Awamutu 
Email: bowers@wave.co.nz

Your Certified Ready 
Mix Concrete plant

We have 
CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS 

to suit your needs

Ready Mix Concrete •
Feed Pads • 

Fertiliser Bins •
Silage Pits •

Maize Silage Bunkers •
                   Continuous Open   

Ended Feed Troughs •

STORAGE BUNKERS STORAGE BUNKERS 
- Ideal for palm kernel meal and maize silage. Ideal for palm kernel meal and maize silage. 

Built to your requirements. We install and supply R.M.Built to your requirements. We install and supply R.M.C

Ph 07 871 5209

For friendly, personal service, 
see your local concrete company

234RR009-06

PARTNERS:
John Gallie
Linda Miles

Valerie Mackay
Jan Wasey

STAFF SOLICITORS:
Susan Garmonsway

Davina Cochrane
Tomasina Antunovich

Catherine Evans

135 Roche Street
Te Awamutu
PO Box 170

Fax: (07) 871 5882
Email:

office@gallie.co.nz

• House, Farm and Commercial

• Subdivision and Planning

• Family and Matrimonial

• Estates, Wills and Trusts

Phone: (07) 872 0560
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Mystery Creek Wines won fi ve med-
als for its chardonnays and a ground 
breaking syrah rose at the 2006 New 
Zealand International Wine Competi-
tion.

The 2005 reserve chardonnay was 
awarded a silver medal while the 2005 
Waikato and 2006 Gisborne Blue La-
bel chardonnays, the 2005 split label 
chardonnay and the 2006 Waikato 
syrah rose all won bronzes. 

The Waikato winery, which over-
looks the National Fieldays site, has 
4ha of vines and buys in grapes from 
Gisborne and other Waikato vineyards 
on a contract basis.

There was a record 2150 entries 
in the competition which was started 
last year by Auckland wine retailer and 
former Liquorland Top 100 organiser 
Kingsley Wood, along with chief judge 
Bob Campbell MW. 

Mystery Creek Wines founder and 

managing director Garry Major said 
the company had steered clear of 
competitions recently as it entered a 
second stage of development but with 
an increasing range and a new winery 
almost completed he believed the time 
was right to stand up and be judged.

“The reserve chardonnay was fer-
mented in mainly new oak barrels 
and is a beautifully integrated wine”,  
he said.

He was thrilled with the result be-
cause hundreds of chardonnays were 
entered with very few winning gold. 
Mystery Creek was in good company 
with the high profi le Mission, Esk Val-
ley, Selaks Founders and St Clair 
Omaka Reserves also winning silver.

Major was particularly pleased that 
the syrah rose won a bronze. 

“It is a new direction for the company 
and it gives us a lovely, easy drinking 
summer wine”.

Taking mystery out 
of making good wine
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Sign up
for this house
by 20.12.06

and receive a
FREE 

Dishwasher!
*conditions apply

Spring Special!Spring Special!

CORBOYSCORBOYS
19
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RD3, Te Kawa, Te Awamutu
Phone 07 - 8711 803 • Fax 07 - 8711 651
Cactus  0274 930 897; Paul 027 571 3312

Welcome to Corboy Country -
for contracting excellence contact us today

YOURYOUR
CONTRACTING SPECIALISTSCONTRACTING SPECIALISTS

FARM TRACKS - DRIVEWAYS - SITEWORKS DRAINAGE AND EXCAVATION

UNDERPASS INSTALLATION METAL SUPPLY AND CARTAGE

CORBOY
EARTHMOVERS LTD

FARM ENGINEERING FARM ENGINEERING 
SERVICES LTD.SERVICES LTD.

Manufacturers and 
Suppliers of:
• Rotary Milking Platforms
• Herringbone Cow Sheds
• Yards and Pipe work
• KATROL Top gates

116 Mahoe Street, Te Awamutu
Phone: 871 7734 - Fax: 871 7792

Email: FARM.ENG@xtra.co.nz

Serving the Farmer for over 40 years

General Repairs and On-Site Welding
24hr Service Team (Ph 025 771 888)

Welding of Steel Stainless and 
Aluminium

Machining Engineering Supplies
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FARMERS, CONTRACTORS, DISTRICT COUNCILS...
THIS IS THE DRAINAGE SOLUTION!

5 Main North Road, Otorohanga        Ph (07) 873 6939
Fax (07) 873 6930       Freephone 0800 827 297

TC Paws are pleased to announce we have
negotiated with RX Plastics to become

stockists of Drainaway products.

DRAINAWAY PRODUCTS
MAKES DRAINAGE EASY!

So we can now provide
competitive prices to all our clients!

■ RX Plastics is ISO9002 certified
■ Drainaway is a superior product
■ Excellent feedback from clients using Drainaway
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Dairy InSight has announced in-
vestment into 17 new projects through 
the fi rst round of the new On-Farm In-
novation Fund. In total, Dairy InSight 
will be investing $1.2 million in these 
projects during 2006/07. 

“The aims of the new fund are to 
encourage farmer-led projects, pro-
vide an avenue to new and smaller 
research providers and support new 
ideas and non-traditional approaches 
to dairy farming,” said Dairy InSight 
Chief Executive, David Wright. 

“We’ve been impressed by the qual-
ity of applications for this fi rst round 
of the On-Farm Innovation Fund. It’s 
great to see innovation alive and well 
on New Zealand dairy farms.” 

Examples of funded projects in-
clude: 

Work to evaluate for the fi rst time 
in New Zealand the effect of BVD 
(Bovine Viral Diarrhoea) infection on 
economic loss in individual animals. 
Research will be undertaken by the 
Eltham Vet Services. 

Research to provide Northland farm-
ers with the technology to manage 
kikuyu grass pastures or to attempt to 
eliminate it will be undertaken by the 
Kikuyu Action Group. 

An innovative group of farmers will 
monitor the impact of their manage-
ment decisions on pasture quality, 
with the intention to lift the amount of 
ME utilitsed per hectare. This project 
will enable regular pasture samples 
to be analysed to add to the group’s 
management data. 

Work will be undertaken by the Cen-
tral Waikato Farm Monitor Group. 

The implementation phase of a 
nationwide collection network that all 
dairy farmers can utilise for plastic 
containers used for agrichemicals, a 
safe, legal and economical alternative 
to disposal by burning and dumping. 
Work will be undertaken by the Agre-
covery Foundation. 

The innovative Anaerobic Pond 

Design project will take the fi rst steps 
in identifying measures that can be 
taken to enable the New Zealand 
dairy farm to become self suffi cient 
in power. 

This project will investigate a com-
pact system that will allow farmers to 
cost effectively cover their pond pro-
viding for economic gas capture while 
preserving the inherent simplicity of 
operation. Work will be undertaken by 
Massey University.

“Nobody knows farming better than 
farmers and we are keen to invest 
in practical ideas that farmers know 
will work, that will make things easier 
on-farm and improve the bottom line,” 
said Mr Wright. 

“Seven of the selected projects are 
farmer-led. We would have liked more, 
but this is just the fi rst year and the 
priority is quality, rather than quantity. 
As the profi le of the fund grows and 
farmers become familiar with its goals, 
we are sure the number of high quality 
farmer-led projects will grow.” 

The approved projects in this fund-
ing round are spread across most 
of Dairy InSight’s investment areas, 
including Animal Welfare, Environ-
ment, Systems, Animals, Community 
Impact, Feed and Human Resources. 

The applications were reviewed by 
a wide group of people with industry 
and technical expertise in specifi c 
areas, farm consultants and dairy 
farmers. 

The next application round for the 
On-Farm Innovation Fund is planned 
within this fi nancial year, with a clos-
ing date at the end of February 2007. 

For a full list of the successful ap-
plicants, or to apply for the next round, 
visit the www.dairyinsight.co.nz web-
site.

Farmers and researchers wanting 
further information about the On-Farm 
Innovation Fund can call Corinne 
Davies, Dairy InSight Investment 
Manager on 0800 44 67 44.

$1.2M to invest 
in new projects
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BENSON ROAD, TE AWAMUTU
Phone: 07 870 2411

Tony Clarkson A/H 07 854 6814 Mobile 027 676 5981
Mike Whitburn A/H 07 846 5554 Mobile 0274 824 614
Murray Barclay A/H 07 872 1964 Mobile 0274 753 690
 email: mbarclay@powerfarming.co.nzwww.powerfarming.co.nz

Te Awamutu

FREE
PLASMA

 42" TV
Renault RZ640
Duals, STOLL FEL, 141hp
mint condition, 1 owner 
operator

New Holland 544
4x4 Cropcutter Baler

CLAAS 250 Round Baler
4X4 Rotocut

Vicon Balepack 
Two to choose from. 3 
dimensional wrapping, 
low bale count

John Deere 5500,
John Deere Loader
80HP, 1 owner, 
nice example

Case CX70
70HP, low hours, 1 owner

McCormick MC120
118HP, 2000 hours, 
1 owner, immaculate

MF 4245 Quickie Loader
1 owner, sold and 
serviced by us

290RR031/06

$67,700 
+ GST

$19,500 
+ GST

from
$75,000 

+ GST

$19,500 
+ GST

$73,000 
+ GST

$41,000 
+ GST

$34,700 
+ GST

$49,000 
+ GST

SPECIALSPECIAL

Case 8570 Medium Square 
Tandem axle, 
workshop checked,
ready to work

$31,900 
+ GST

$10,500 
+ GST

Kuhn GA7301 
Twin Rotor Rake,
4 wheel undercarriage
steering

NH644 
Variable Chamber Balers,
just arrived

from
$18,000 

+ GST

McCormick MC100 
Trimma Loader, 1 owner,
very nice tractor

$61,000 
+ GST

WITH THESE TRACTORS AND 
MACHINERY LISTED BELOW

- ONLY VALID UNTIL 31-10-06 -

RRP
$4000

Case 5150/4, duals, Pearson
M/F 4245/4, Quickie, 1400 hrs
McCormick MC100, trima, mint
JD 5500/4, 80hp, 3000, SL FEL
Same Explorer 80II, Pearson, 1 owner
Iseki 4370/4, Pearson, very low hrs
MC120/P6, 2000 hrs, mint tractor
Case 4230/4, cab, Pearson, 4000 hrs
Case CK90/4, Pearson, 1 owner
New Holland 8340, 135hp, 1 owner
Renault RZ640, duals, self level stoll
Same Antares 130, Pearson, repainted
Same 60, cab, FEL

Case 8570, medium square baler
NH 544, fixed chamber baler, crop cutter
NH 644, variable chamber baler, crop 
cutter, 2 to choose
Kuhn, twin rotor rake, steering, 4 wheel 
undercarriage


