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“It feels like we’re being held back
using books and paper when we know
how to use so much better tools, we’re
held back because our teachers aren’t all
using it yet”
Meggie Bolton, Year 9
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INFORMATION SUMMARISED FROM “SHIFT HAPPEENS” BY KARL FISCH (UK VERSION)
TECHNOLOGY DOESN’T CHANGE ANYTHING
G. IT CHANGES EVERYTHING.
Google processes 2.7 billion searches every month. How did we get this information before Google
(and how much of it is accurate)? It is estimated that a weekks worth of the Times’ newspaper, holds more
“Both the community and our schools have the
information than any person was likely to come across in thheir lifetime in the eighteenth century. Being
common goal of producing intelligent, mature
able to learn and apply new skills is essential. It’s prediccted that today’s learners will have 10 to
“We need to think all day long, thinking is
and productive youth ready to join society. I just
14 jobs by the age of 38! The top ten ‘in demand’ jobs inn 2009 did not exist in 2004. The amount
important because you’re building more
wish we could do this better”
of new technological information is doubling every 2 years. For students starting a 3 year
understanding of interesting stuff.”
Sara McKee, Year 11
university degree that means that half of what they learn in their ﬁrst year of study will
Cheyanne & Jacob, Year 6
be out dated by the end of their studies. We are preparing students for jobs that
“We have the words for what we
“A well rounded modern education
don’t exist yet, using technology that hassn’t been invented so far.
School these days is more than
need. We have a beautiful vision in
shouldn’t be defined as how much I
So what does it all mean?... Shift
S happens.
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IT MATTER?
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“I believe education is of
uttermost importance to our society.
Our education system creates and shapes
our future prime ministers, doctors, lawyers,
scientists, teachers and each member of society.
So society can only be strengthened from an
improved relationship between our community
and our educational sector. What we need to
discover… is how we can do this.”
Jarred Griffiths, Year 11
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As a country we take education for granted,
we offer our children so many opportunities, in
our new curriculum, but what are
know, but instead as what I can do in
reading, writing and arithmetic
schooling, leadership, learning, fun, then apprenticeships
words without unified action?”
the real world to make a difference.”
and tertiary training. Later in life: advancements, extra
because
we require more to thrive in
spliceproject@gmail.com
Liza Bolton, Year 12
Marcus Gibbs, Year 13
training and careers. Education should matter to us, it should be
our dynamic and highly technological society.
the most important value we have. It should be second only to family
There are a large range of learning areas and
“School is evolving, so is the way we learn. “We need to connect with our teachers
and good health. After all, learning is what makes a society progress. Without
“I definitely prefer learning using
We can all achieve in learnin g if we make
opportunities, all with the goal of helping us to become
learning we would still be rubbing sticks together to make a spark. If the spark
technology rather than sitting down,
through technology, we can have more
the most of the opportunitiies that are
was the potential, education is the ﬁre. Education matters! However, I’m concerned that
wasting time, writing in a book, and
of a real global audience through
conﬁdent, creative, connected and actively involved members
given to us.”
the way we are going, the ink will fade long before the message sinks in.
having to transfer to a computer.
online sites, I want the chance to be
of the world.
Chaz
Naera,
Year
1
12
Last year the we held a mufti-day to raise money to buy desks for a small school of about
I work better and faster with
more creative! Coming to college is a
20 students in Malawi. We raised approximately $1800.00, and to thank us Malawi sent a dozen
technology”
bit like going back in time.”
handwritten letters from the students who beneﬁted from our desks. These letters were mostly drawn with
Holly Flay, Year 9
Patrick McKee, Year 9
VISION
cheap crayons on scraps of paper but they were heartfelt. It didn’t seem like much - a small gift of desks from
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a school that has a substantial budget and students who take their education for granted, but it mattered a lot.
S Inqu ity, be conﬁdent, conneected, Waigh Ex RIN
UEation, y, Eqution, actively involved
Why did it matter? Desks are not essential to an education system. We know you don’t need desks to learn yet we
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received letters straight from the heart of these students. They were overcome with the knowledge that on the other side of
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“OUR VISION IS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE:
the world there were students who cared. Students who wanted them to experience the simple beneﬁt of using a desk to write
c ity, d P ina .
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on. It mattered a lot because they believe that learning is essential and that going to school is a privilege. They thought we felt that
nc en g t ers of
Who will be creative, energetic, and enterprising
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Who will seize the opportunities offered by new knowledge and technologies to secure a sustainable
l
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In Malawi most students ﬁnd themselves having to leave school before they complete high school. Not because they no longer
Co Eco nteg
Fo ent, ,
I
cu
social, cultural, economic, and environmental future for our country
enjoy or beneﬁt from it, but because they need to work to help their family survive. The majority would love the opportunities
s
we have here in New Zealand, to be able to stay at school until they are 18 and then go on to further their studies, but the
Who will work to create an Aotearoa New Zealand in which Maori and Pakeha recognise each other
majority just can’t do that. It’s simply a matter of survival.
as full Treaty partners, and in which all cultures are valued for the contributions they bring
I know several college students who left our school before ﬁnishing Year 13 without having a job or a trade lined up. Their
Who, in their school years, will continue to develop the values, knowledge, and
reason for leaving was that they just no longer felt that school was right for them. Six months later, many feel that perhaps
competencies that will enable them to live full and satisfying lives
leaving school so early was not the best idea. Some can’t ﬁnd work in the current job market. Others miss the sensation of
learning something new. They wish that they had stayed to complete their ﬁnal years of schooling. It’s simply a matter of
Who will be conﬁdent, connected, actively involved, and lifelong learners”
choice.
New Zealand Curriculum http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/
We do take our education system for granted. I guess we’ve had it for so long now that we’ve stopped valuing it as much
BY LIZA BOLTON
as we need to. The Malawi students know why it matters so much. They recognise that a proper well rounded education
(YEAR 12)
doesn’t just create a path for a future full of prosperity; it gives us many skills which we cannot obtain
anywhere else. Without these skills we are incomplete and for an economy and country to prosper we need
large numbers of people who have the opportunity and the encouragement to achieve their full potential.
We need our students to develop in a community which values and supports learning as more
DESKTOP & LAPTO
actively involved partners. We need our students to have an excellent education, however, ﬁrst
presentations bu P COMPUTERS - We used to us
BY MARCUS GIBBS
we have to decide as a community what an excellent education is in the 21st century.
e computers oft
t now they’re us
to
en for
ed
present our work
(YEAR 13)
in a tidy fashionmore as access to the world (th publishing work & creating
e
but it’s not all ab
out prettiness... internet). Computers do allow us
THE INTERNET - Th
it’s about thoug
htful content.
heaps of informatie internet is amazing. For us it’s
and not trust ev on. Not all the information is ac about communication, colla
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e so we have to
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learn how to jud and access to
ge what is true
USB’S (ME
(MEM
MO
ORRYY STICKS)
We can save ou
GO TO “SURVEY” TAB IN SPLICE PROJECT BLOG - ADDRESS AS ABOVE.
anywhere. They r work to our USB and reload it
are cheap, and ma
onto
We NEED to ﬁnd out how it would be possible for our community (that’s EVERYONE - parents, grandparents, family,
ny of us have a another computer, allowing us
couple. 4 gigs ca
local businesses and services, clubs etc.) to work together in innovative ways to;
DATA PROJECTOR n cost about $2 to take our work
5.
1. Provide more REAL learning opportunities for students (e.g. projects involving working with experts)
their screen is proA data projector is plugged int
o
jec
the
2. Communicate and engage with schools and get the information they need about learning in our community
ted
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any board or sc
internet as a wh
s computer or lap
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ole group.
n, making it easy
top
(i.e. WHAT do YOU really want to know about learning and HOW do you want it to be provided ?)
for us to share ou. Whatever image is on
r work or access
the
SMART BOARD - A
We want to start some community discussions about;
large interactive smart board is a
1. WHAT IS WORTH KEEPING ABOUT ‘SCHOOLING’ IN OUR COMMUNITY ?
bo
Wi
th
through touch. Th ard. It is controlled
a
vid
eo
camera we are ab
2. WHAT IS WORTH LEAVING BEHIND?
computer’s desk e projector puts the
events, interview le to record
3. WHAT CAN WE DO DIFFERENTLY TO GET BETTER OUTCOMES
s etc.. With these
computer’s whitetop image onto the
rec
BRIAN
BELCZACKI
ST
PATRICK’S
PRINCIPAL
ord
ings we are
FOR OUR LEARNERS?
can write in digitaboard where you
certain things. We able to review
ON BEH
HALF OF TE AWAMUTU PRINCIPALS GROUP (ROSETOWN LEARNING COMMUNITY)
These are exciting times! As our students have pointed out in their
control the curso l ink and
straight into the can plug them
PLEASE HELP US ... To make sure we hear from everyone, our survey questions will
r
mo
vem
en
t
with your ﬁnger.
‘Shift Happens’ work, there has been no slowing of the pace of social The seets of achievement objectives have been carefully revised by teams
download video computer and
be posted online in surveymonkey, sent out through school newsletters and
& images.
change. Our population has become increasingly diverse, technologies are of acaademics and teachers to ensure that they are current, relevant, and
we’ll be surveying people in the street. You can also email your thoughts
MOBILE PHONES and ideas to spliceproject@gmail.com. We REALLY NEED to hear from
more sophisticated, and the demands of the workplace are more complex. Our well-deﬁned outcomes for students. A new learning area, ‘learning languages’,
allow us to use ou Most of our schools don’t
YOU! We hope to put together another page in the Courier next
education system must respond to these and the other challenges of our times. As has beeen added to encourage students to participate more actively in New Zealand’s
allowed, we wouldr cell phones. If we were
term to report back on what you think.
diverse
e,
multicultural
society
and
in
the
global
community.
a result, a revised Curriculum document was released last year clearly setting out what
calculators, digita have easy access to
cameras and eve l cameras, video
s
now must make this Curriculum Statement mean something for their
we as a nation want students to know and to be able to do. The revision of the New Zealand Each school
All this in our po n the internet.
Curriculum, like its predecessors, is the work of many people who are committed to ensuring that uniquee community. It needs the community to make the New Zealand Curriculum the
ckets!
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http://spliceproject.edublogs.org
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KINDLY SPONSORED BY
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www.rosetown.edublogs.org
www.taps.school.nz
www.teawamutucol.school.nz
www.pekerau.school.nz
www.stpatta.co.nz
www.spliceproject.edublogs.org
ultranet.teawamutuint.school.nz www.tatv.co.nz
www.web.mac.com/kihikihischool/Kihikihi_School/index.html

Schoool Curriculum.
By CH RIS TIN A
DR AB BL E-E ME
The Rosetown Learning Community actively supports the SPLICE Project and the work of our
RY
(YE AR 10 )
youngg people who are already shaping what their respective school Curriculum will look like. Staff
from each
e
of the schools have met and been involved in the same discussions through our involvement
in the Rosetown ICT Contract funded by the Ministry of Education (completed last year).
o our schools need YOU, our community; to be actively involved in this process. Together we need to
Each of
reafﬁrrm our vision & values, and to deﬁne how learning will happen within our own community context.
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our young people have the very best of educational opportunities.
The current New Zealand Curriculum is a clear statement of what we deem important in education. It
takes as its starting point a vision of our young people as lifelong learners who are conﬁdent and creative,
connected, and actively involved. It includes a clear set of principles on which to base curriculum decision
making. It sets out values that are to be encouraged, modelled, and explored. It deﬁnes ﬁve key competencies that
are critical to sustained learning and effective participation in society and that underline the emphasis on lifelong
learning. The New Zealand Curriculum states succinctly what each learning area is about, and how its learning is structured.

ency s
efﬁci

pro

•

PRINCIPAL’S
COMMENT...

WE
WANT
YOU!

of
ind

•

EAS ical
G AR Phys
N I N lth and ages,
LEARe Arts, Heaing Langu, Science,
Th
arn tistics og y
e
L
,
ish,
Engl ucation and Sta Technol
Ed
es,
tics
ema cienc
Math Social S

OUR SURVEY

k
any

ly w

•

LINKS

10

http://spliceproject.edublogs.org

Last year we created a blog to host work from all school groups working within the SPLICE project.
The purpose of our SPLICE blog is to provide some good information about changes in schooling, and to
see how we can work in partnership with our community to improve our learning opportunities and
develop deeper understandings of the concepts we need.
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